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RIECT:  After-dcticon Tepo-t for February.
o & : The Adivtant Ceneral, Waghington 26, D. C.

TFY 1 Chamnels.

The start of Februsry stw the start of the most ansohronistic month in the brief
overpeag history of the 424%h Infantry Regiment, It wo3 & month in which the regiment
ind the lomgest comtimuous period of contaet with the ememy, Wut slsc *he quistest month
frem 8 stapdpoint of sction gince the regiment landed in France.

8t111 in the rest sress near Liege when the mont! started, the "irst three days sew
s comtimustion of the rest-tyaining-preparstion phase with which Jenusry wes onded. The
tye ining stressed venge work, with seroing of weépons mramount; chemical warfare, alyr- |
ersft ident!’iostion, soouting sn? patrelling send redio procedure.

A forum conducted by the command lag officer, Col. Jo Fa Jeter, with the battsalion
and regimertal B-2's snd 5-3's brought out deficiencies in the past operations, A colleo~
tiom of combet tips an’ recom-endations was made by the regimental -2 and the InTormmtion
Officer snd distributed ‘o ~empanies. '

The men of the rvegiment were given passes, mostly to Pruseels, end recrestliomsl
facilities in the Mettalion aress included movies, soldier entertsimment, Fed Cress Club-
wobiles, snd several campsnies gave dences &nd parties »ith girls luvited from the mﬁ-b‘;’f
by towns. . |
| order for & move beck inte the froat lines was received from divisiom |
5 Tel ,‘ nd the guartering jerties left on 4 Februsry for an sssembly eres in the —
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106{’:.Beference 848 tve 10{ ), with Brig. Gemerel Pertin rev ‘ing to sssistant to the

division comander,

The position of the battalionsg initially on the lines included the 24 Mn om the lefs,
the 1st on the right snd the 34 in reserve. The regiments]l sector included high ground
frem Neuhof (1.064024) sout: to (PD4E9M), mesr Preuerkrom. It was spproximstely s 5,000
metey fronte In the 24 ™, ¥, G, snd 1 zltunhld) were on line und E. Coe, minue ome
platoon, whi h waps with F Ceo,., in reserve, The lat Dattalion put C Co on the left, B reo
on the right and held A Co in reserve. "he regimentsl e.p. W g lomtﬂ ot Suchhols. As
the reriment moved into posgitien, Cempeny A, 314th Tank Vestroyery mttelion, become st~

tuohed to the "T,

The 304th moved back {nto the sssembly sree which the 424 CT tad just ewounted, as
Y Corps reserve.

The tactiosl pesition o the regiment was thigs 1%t wes on the right flank of the
g9th Mvision, the V Corps, snd the lst Army. On the right was the ¥47¢h In‘antry of the
87th Infentry Divigion, flank unit for the 34 Army. On the left wag the 3934 Infantry of
the §0th. The mission of the 424 CT and of the 99th was %o hold present positions unti}

given further orders by V Corps.

There Tollowed 8 long peried of relative immctivity, broken only by mtrel sotivity
te the fronmt, Counter-attack pesitions were dug on all vulnersble gides of the strotegic
logheimergrebon crossroeds (PD12888), which had been & mein oblective of the Cermens im
thelr December breakthrough, when the 99th also hud bheen holding this seme ground. Road
blocks also were established end prepared oraters snd abetis also were pleced,

Chief of the problems during this period wes the one of supply. Front line pesiticns
wers scoessible only over narrow tysils, and w'th a t'aw which sterted the early pert of
the aenth, deep mud mede the treils slmost hrmuo. The problem woa smewlst allev-
fated with the sequisition of e'ght “wessels,” or trecked wespons ourriers, by which all
suprlies weore carried over the 417floult dterrain,

Commmnd posts of meny of the compenies and battalions were p'aced in ebendoned Oer-
min bunkers snd the frent line m!nmm forwerd of these, on very high ground.

m m the maes of mines which t'e retresting
- Al r d %o h m f eleared of anti-tenk
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6 wWO's snd 2132 enlisted men. On the 28th of February these figures reed 158 of ricers,
§ WO'n and 2767 onlinted men.

On 10 Felwruary, the Comwinding Ceneral, (en. Gtroh, visited the 424 oepe Tor the
firgt tine, Te conferred with Col. Jeter.

Also on the 10th, the Tirst of the bLattlefield cammisnions to enliste! men of the
regiment wore prented, Former non-commissioned offloere who received thelr pold bars
from the Commanding General were: /wf‘t Re e Boyle, AT Cop T/8zt ¥, L. mlder. fo Tij
T/Sgt Re Lo Homaker, Co Cp T/9gt 0s Le Jomes, Co B3 T/9g¢ R. L. W. Felok, q Co 24 Bn;
3/8g¢ Do Ve Bdgette, Co M; 5/5g% A ?' Yanulnitis, Co D3 Apt G. 8. Ko'l‘ly, f‘o By Sgt M. W,
Kyers, Hq Co Sd My end T/Sgt Vietor Copelle, Co F,

During the month the fight to keep the roads pagseble continved. Wnginesr treope
and members of the battalion A & 7 platoons worked consteantly to keep the roeds Wull-
dozed and olear for supplies end evecuation. The lesnding reeds into ench aree were
corduroyed and cleared of minea. Iy this means tho supplies were kept zeoing into the
batéalion areas. :

On 12 Pelwunry, It Col Fobert I's Ttumpf, formerly of the 9th Division, sssumed
ceamand of the regiment, replecing Col Je Re Joter, and on the next deay Col. Jeter lefs
for his new agssipmiont in the 80th Diviasion.

At this tire also, the 90th Divigion, on the left, was replsced by the €8tk Divi-
sion, and contact was esteblishe with the 273d Infentry on the left of the 24 Bn.

The tagtical situation continued quiet, with patrell lmg the mein sotivity. Magses
sontinued, with a mmber of the men of the regiment going to Pupen, te the V Corps rest
osmp, for 48 hours.s Officers and men 8lso were sent to Drussels, Paris, london snd @
fow men wm prior oversetg service reveived PO~day furloughs to the United States.

M th firgt time, 8180, 8 regimental shower point wes established by Service Com=
mny, snd & daily quota of men were tremsported bmck for showsrs and clesn clothes. Inm
the ih 1 service program, & uwlh! tent was set up in the resaerve bettalion ares,
and m were shown Cﬂﬁ

The read situstion became o Boute -m ﬂn M in Vhe yeny Sress, that artill-
| Cannon Company were “ B basly s t1 The tmr MN |
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On 28 Yebruary, Co K »\\. ingpeoted for sondition of w bns snd equipment by Gen.
Perrin snd the Asa't 0«4,

™he first change in regimental positions ocourved Z6 Februsry when the 3¢ itslion
replnced the 2d Pettalion on the lelt o the regimenth] srens The reliefl wis completed
by smidmorning, snd ufter the shuffle, ¥ Co whae on the le¢ft Mank, To L in the conber and
Co K on the right of the battalion Ares. 1 Co stayed nt t'e front in & reserve position.
In the lst Dattslion, Co A replsced Co C on the line and Co C moved baek inte reserve

and also ag "lank puard,

Plrat of the ta-tloal movement along the statle fromt for the menth wes provided Wy
the B7%h Nivisiom on the right., It attagled past Tosheim the «fernoon of the 26th, with
the 34B%h snd the “46th nbressts Combat Command A of tle 11th Armored Div!sion moved
in om the right flenk of the 424th to repleoe the 347¢h, wiich wes pulled teok as reserve
for the B87¢he The patterm of the attack becane clewy by the next morning. The twe for-
ward regirents moved eosily ahetd ¢ law hundred yarda In thelir sector snd then hit a
combimtion of mines, srtillery, mortay and sml]l srme fire thet slowed the sdvenee al~
most %0 & standstill. From them on the drive songisted of units inching shead, trying
to slear the mines to their fromt, At the end of the menth they st11l hedd'ts reached
their oblective, high ground in the vieinity of the Pravenkron~fiellsehlag 1ine,.

The 69th Diviaion on the left moved forward om 27 Pabruery in & 1istted=-objective
sttack to sooure high ground eagt of an east-west rond %o 1ts front which the lst Avmy
desired o use ag & mein supply roube. I%s Progress wes good, and at the end of the day,
the 2784 hed advanced approximately 1 kilometer east of our left flenk positions Con~

taot was meinteined at Neuhof, howewr,

The next day, 28 Februsry, un agssult platoon from Co €, under the direction of
Ool Brock, Jumpad off &t 1000 on a vaid on o pillbox at (LOBT9RG)e This platoon ws

led by 1st It Tar) M. Ussell, supported by proups of engineey troops, medien, pre-

planned sréillery and mortars from the 158 and 34 Mttalions, The raid wes sucoese

fully compl '{p 1100, Fleven prisoners were taken, two other Cermens were belleved
k11392, 30 The pilllex was not degtroyed because of lenk of explesives. Three ninoy osg~

. wslties were sustained in the ssseult platoon,

Vital statistics for the month ineludeds killed im uotien, no officers, 16 M

wounded in sotion, 2 offlcers, 87 ™M; missing in so‘lom, ne of floers, 14 ¥i; none osp~
Sured, and total of all metle and non-tmttle Gmtm 12 officers, and 416 N,
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the precious gasoline, IV was, he anid, dighilled fros water, Hut mfortumtely it
couldn't be used bessuse the vo'd westher frose the gepoline. lowever, he promised
feithfully tint there would be "plenty® of gesoline availsble in the warm westher, The
prisoner, though, waan't gullible. “Aoh,” he said. "These things they %ell us., Ye
weit end weit 8ad nothing heprens.”

Dur ing the month also, severs] awrds and desaorations were medes A bronge mittle
ebay for the ™ropean Thent-r of Cperabions ridbbon was sythoriszed for #11 persommel. In
addition, nearly G600 more men were qualifie’ to recqive the Combet In'antrymsn's Badpe.
And many Silver, Brounse Sters and Purple Hearta were published,

"mose recelving the Tilver Star included: 24 It ¥Maxwell N, Broem, K Coj; Teolnician
stk Orade Mershall W, Welker, Medical Corpss lst Sgt "ellece G. Riflewsn, A Coy Technical
Serpeant Telrh J, Merphy, L Cog s/&gt Robert E. Vorpagel, Yedieal Corps, and Teclhmician
4%} Trade Melvin B. Polloek, Medical Cerpe.

" Bronge Stey medals went ter 10t It Johm J. O'Briem, ! Coj st Sgt Gersld J, Sohaaf,
L Cog SM Normen Je Flohey, I Coj; Tech 34 Grede Frank Frenek, Nedicsj Pfe Yrank C,
Andrews, Hediesy Pyt Cherles J. Z8lutsky, Nedies; 1% Col lamer A. %elch, Hq lst Bu; 24 18
Victor Capelle, P Coy 24 Lt Delvert V, Bdgette, ¥ OBy 7/5gk W!llism C. Davis, Hq Co 34
Mg 5/%gt Michael £, Nosher, L 0oy 5/8gt David De Slattery, Hq Co 54 Bn; Pfc Clarence %.
Splitstone, ¥ Coj Pfo Mark 8, Wngmer, ¥ Coj Pyt Otto W. Colbert, 7 Coj 1st Lt Clymm Sal-
yors, © Oog T/5gt Jolm L, Mikelsuskis, ¥ Coy 8/5gt Wicholag . Holgash, Medical Gorpe;
Tech Bth Orade Salwetore 7. Mulla, Mediea)l Corpe; Ffe fert Anderkin, F Ce; 1st Lt Orville
Yo Bauer, L Cog 24 1t Paphael W, Boyle, AT Coj 2d It Fobert ¥, Brittem, L Coj 24 It Niltem

| Bng 24 It Anthony M. Yemulaitls, U Cojy let Sgt Roger M. Futlend, B Cop

Co 3¢
“;;"‘o F Cog Pfo Clifford R, Degeh, Mediosl Corpej 1st 1t Iwn He long, g




