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President's Quarterly Report ... 
My term of duty for this great organization will ex-

pire at the 49th Annual Reunion in Orlando, Florida. It 
has been a real pleasure to work with the very effective 
staff of the 106th Infantry Division Association. We are 
all driven by our very young, tough experiences (average 
age in 1944 was under 22). 

I want to thank my two Vice-Presidents for the ex-
cellent cooperation they have given me in my term as 
PRESIDENT. 

Richard L.Rigatti, 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT, has 
been drumming up business for the December Com-
memoration Parties by contacting potential Chairmen 
for the Commemoration Parties. He is also in touch 
with the Roanoke Committee for the 50th Annual Reun-
ion. 

Major Hill, 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT represented 
our Association very well at the re-dedication of the 
St. Vith Memorial during the 50th Anniversary Cele-
brations in Europe. 

Our membership growth has been tremendous 
since 1986, when the Adjutant's Report showed 652 members. The current membership is 
1,680. Most of this probably relates to the relatively youthful group reaching retirement age 
during the last ten years. Gil Helwig, our MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN has accounted for 449 
new members since 1988. 

John Kline, our EDITOR, has a very fine touch in The CUB of the Golden Lion which is a 
superior communication tool with excellent content. Upon the death of Boyd Rutledge, our for-
mer Adjutant, John took over the transitional duties until our new Adjutant was selected and 
ready to take over the responsibility. 

Sherod Collins wears three hats these days: TREASURER, HISTORIAN and CHAIR of 
the new committee to review annually the Past and Present worthy appointments to the Order 
of the Golden Lion. This new committee should provide the membership with timely recogni-
tion of outstanding contributors to the success of the Association. 

Pete House, our new ADJUTANT, has come up to speed with his necessary transitions 
into that vital position. My appreciations to you, Pete. 

Jack Sulser the 50TH ANNIVERSARY CHAIRMAN, has followed and represented us 
well this year in various celebrations continuing well into the year. Many of the contacts de-
rived from his former job in the Foreign Service have been beneficial to our Association. 
Thanks Jack for your representation. 

Jerry Eiseman continues to Chair the SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE very effectively, 
earning the respect of the coming generation for the Association. 

John Swett, heading the NOMINATING COMMITTEE has accomplished a very excel-
lent selection of new board members. 

Dr. John Robb continues to Chair the MEMORIALS COMMITTEE covering the transi-
tion in St. Vith as well as the Memorial at Camp Atterbury which I visited with Sherod Collins 
in July. A special thanks goes to 0. Paul Merz who is our representative for the Atterbury Me-
morial and to Dr. Richard Peterson, who, with a personal visit, resolved the issues at St. Vith. 
The Memorial Committee worked as a great team. 

(continued next page) 

me cue of the Golden Lion 

106th Infantry Association President 
Thomas J. Riggs, Jr., 1994-1995 

CO, 81st Combat Engineers Battalion 



President's Quarterly Report (continued) ... 

Reverend Black continues as our personable CHAPLAIN. He has been appointed as our 
"Roberts Rules of Order" authoritarian. 

We also express our thanks to John Reils, Chairman of the Orlando Reunion Committee. 
He and his committee, Dick Sparks, Ted Slaby, Sam Davis and Gordon Zicker, have done an 
excellent job in lining up the reunion for us. 

My great appreciation to all of you: Fellow officers, staff and membership for an excellent 
and continuing Association. 

Let us get the business done in Orlando, and enjoy ourselves. 
Thomas J. Riggs, President 

50th Anniversary D-Day Celebration 
From Richard L. Rigatti, 1st Vice-President 

The 106th Infantry Division Association was represented, at the Fort Myer, VA 50th Anni-
versary of D-Day by President-elect, Richard L. Rigatti and Mrs Rigatti: Past President, Jack 
Sulser, our Association's 50th Anniversary Representative, with Mrs Sulser and Richard 
Parker. Services were held on 8 May, 1995 at Fort Myer, adjacent to the Arlington Cemetery. 

Noted speakers were President William Jefferson Clinton and General Shalikasvili, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. All branches of the Armed Forces were paraded for an invited 
gathering of 5,200 people.... 

From William 0. Tower, 106 RECON TROOP 

Through an invitation from my Congressman, we were privileged to attend the 50th Anniversary of 
D-Day Celebration at Fort Myer, VA. We were seated very close to President Clinton's platform and I 
was able to take the picture showing him - above. The event was covered by the TV networks. The 
President looked very relaxed and seemed to enjoy the ceremony. As he walked by our area I was able to 
get a good video of him. 

It doesn't seem possible that 50 years has passed. I was 20 miles from the Elbe River on a work 
Kommando at Altes Lager when the Russian liberated us on 23 April. While it was hard work, I was 
fortunate to not be forced to walk on those long marches that some of you experienced. 

1 enjoy The CUB and enjoyed the Fort Jackson Reunion. signed Bill Tower, 106 RECON TROOP 
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Reverend Ewell C. Black Jr.. Chaplain 
422/A — 106th Int. Div. Assoc. 

212 Ridge St.. Bishopville, SC 29010 
803-464-6861 

"You Can't Hide ..." 

Often some says or does something in my pres-
ence and then apologies to me for it. The wording 
usually goes something like this: 

"I'm sorry, preacher, I didn't mean to say/do 
that in your presence". 

My usual answer is, "You don't need to apolo-
gize to me, I have heard and seen worse! Your 
apology should be to God." 

For some reason people seem to think that if a 
minister or rabbi isn't there to hear or see them —
that God doesn't. What a mistake this is! 

The story is told of an astronomer by the name 
of Mitchell who was observing the setting sun through his large telescope. He 
gradually lowered the telescope to keep in view this great body of light as it sank 
slowly in the western sky. As the telescope was lowered the top of a distant hill 
came into his line of sight-and growing on this hill was a number of apple trees. 

As the trees came into his sight, Mitchell noticed two boys in one of the trees 
who appeared to be stealing the apples. As one was picking the fruit, the other 
was acting as lookout. With this arrangement, the boys felt safe in what they were 
doing, for they felt that if someone came they could escape without getting 
caught, and no-one would ever know that they had been stealing the apples. 
Unknown to them, this astronomer, though seven miles away was aware of their 
every move just as though he was standing on the hilltop with them. 

You and I often forget that God is all-seeing and that God never sleeps. 
Because we forget this fact, we seem to think that if we are far from home or if 
a minister or rabbi does not see or hear us that we have gotten away with 
something. 

How foolish we are to believe such a thing! Proverbs 15:3 tells us, "The eyes 
of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good." 

Father God, help us to understand that we are constantly in your 
sight and that nothing we do or say escapes your notice. So help us 
to keep our tongues and live our lives that we might not have to fear 
your knowledge of us. AMEN 
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From Your Editor 
I would like to pass along my thanks 

to the Board and to our Officers, Riggs, 
Rigatti and Hill. I think they have done an 
excellent job this year in focusing on some 
important issues. We may be getting a 
little too old to make many changes, but is 
does help "To tidy up the front." I guess 
those are the words of General 
Montgomery, but they seem to fit in this 
case. The work that has been done with the 
staff and the committees will make it eas-
ier to concentrate on the work at hand with 
some time to relax and enjoy our "autumn 
years." 

For you that have access to 
"On Line Services" for your 
computer 

Please send me an E-Mail so that I can 
have your "Address." I find this sort of 
communication fascinating, inexpensive 
and totally functional. 

My "Screen Name " For NTERNET. 
is - JKline7265@AOL.com, 

If you are on AOL just use 
JKline7265. I check for mail often. 

The above addresses do not apply to 
PRODIGY or COMPU-SERVE, sorry.. 

If you are not on the computer, maybe 
you have some one in the home that is. 

It's nice to be able to communicate 
around the world, in a the flash of a few 
seconds. 

As a matter of fact, even though it is 
not at this time necessary, the CUB text 
files could be transmitted to a printer, who 
has the connections, anywhere in the 
United States, or the world. Amazing how 
the "State of the Art" is progressing. 

THANKS FROM 
Carl Messina 

"A" Company 
81st Combat Engineers 

Carl asks that I pass along his 
"THANKS" for the many cards and letters 
that he has received. 

Carl has been a staunch supporter of 
the 106th Infantry Division Association. 
In recent years he has held several very 
successful "December 16 Commemora-
tion Parties" to satisfy the need of those in 
the New Jersey area. 

You that know Carl, know that he 
feels obligated to answer each and every 
one of them, but he has over eighty pieces 
of mail that are unanswered. He says his 
energy level is low and that it would take 
him a month to answer all of them. 

I know he would like to hear from 
more of you. HIS ADDRESS IS: 

Carl Messina, 926 Seymour Ave 
Linden, NJ 07036 
Drop him a note , I know he will 

appreciate it. 

Thanks to all of You 
Isom Shensi Collins & Mon lain!: 
During the renewal of annual dues we 

get numerous notes and letters thanking us 
for all we have done for the Association, 
and compliments on our work. Instead of 
responding to each, or putting the remarks 
in The CUB - We just want to say thanks 
to you - Without your support we could 
not be efficient in our work. 

50th Anniversary news paper 
articles. There were so many that it 
would be impossible to repeat every one 
in The CUB. It is "for sure" that the 106th 
Infantry Division Vets were well received 
and publicized during the 50th Anniver-
sary. Congratulations to all of you... 

Front & Center ... 
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Front & Center ... 

      

 

ANNUAL 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 

WERE DUE 
JULY 1, 1995 

  

FLASH 
1995 ORLANDO 

REUNION BULLETIN 
As of July 21, 1995 there are 696 

people that have made HOTEL reserva-
tions for 345 rooms, but only 496 have 
sent REUNION REGISTRATIONS to 
the committee.. 

The Hotel is nearly SOLD OUT of the 
block of rooms that they set aside for our 
Reunion. Make your reservation NOW! 

If you have not registered with the 
Reunion Committee, please do so NOW! 

 

We have over 400 members NOT 
PAID as of July 21, 1995. 

Please look at the label on the enve-
lope that this CUB was mailed in. 

Check the expiration date: 
If it says "LIFE MEMBER" you do 

not have to worry about ANNUAL DUES. 
If you have paid your dues it should 

read "Pd thru 06/30/96." Some of you 
have paid more than one year in advance, 
so it will read accordingly. 

If it reads "Pd thru 06/30/95" you are 
deliquent in paying your ANNUAL FEE. 

  

 

Registration packets for the 
49th ANNUAL REUNION in Orlando, 
Sept 7-8-9 were sent in January. 

If you have not received your packet, 
maybe because you are a new member, or 
the packet got lost in the mail, contact the 
committee at the following address and 
you will receive a packet by return mail. 

106th Infantry Division Reunion 
c\o Focal Point 
2867 Stonewall Place 
Sanford, FL 32773 OR 
Call Dick Sparks 904-789-4692 for 

the packet or any question on the reun-
ion facilities or schedule. TOURS ARE 
NOT INCLUDED IN THE REGIS-
TRATION FEE. 

There are so many Tours and attrac-
tions (TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE 
HOTEL) in the nearby Walt Disney 
World, EPCOT Center, Disney/MGM 
Studios and Disney resorts that there are 
tours leaving the hotel every hour or so. 
We felt that groups of you could pick your 
own entertainment/tours rather than have 
scheduled Association tours. 

Please submit your ANNUAL FEE if 
you are deliquent: 

This is "POSITIVELY" the last CUB 
you will receive, if you have not paid your 
ANNUAL FEE! 

 

CHECK THE LABEL 
ON YOUR CUB 

ENVELOPE FOR 
THE DATE YOU 

ARE PAID 
THROUGH... 

  

 

PAY UP NOW! 
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Front & Center ... 

DISCLAIMER: 
"Stories and articles published in The 

CUB are views and thoughts by the writer 
and are not the views of the 106th Infantry 
Division Association or its officers, un-
less it is in reference to Association busi-
ness, and/or contains the name of the 
officer reporting." John Kline, editor 

EXTRA COPIES of CUB 
The cost for each extra copy of any 

issue of The CUB is $2.50 payable to the 
106th Infantry Division Association and 
mailed to the treasurer. See his address in 
the inside front cover of this CUB. 

Do not send requests and checks to the 
editor, send them to the Treasurer, whose 
address is on the inside cover of this CUB,  

Golden Lion Patches 
Shoulder patches $2.50 
Blazer patch $6.50 
The Blazer patch is four inches in 

diameter, with the Association name in a 
circle around the regular shoulder patch. 

These are replicas of the original, not 
an exact match, but very close 

Order from the ADJUTANT. Ad-
dress on the inside front cover of CUB. 

CUB PASSES IN REVIEW 
Less than TWENTY left in existence 

(for sale). Send your $18.50 to the Treas-
urer. 

After they are gone, there will be no 
more printed. 

Treasurer's address on inside front 
cover of CUB. 

NOTICE: '95 Reunion Attendees 

The Orlando 1995 Reunion Committee has mailed out 
discount 	transportation 	vouchers 	to 	use 	for 	the 
Airport/Grosvenor Resort Shuttle (except for Florida 
residents*). 	These have been mailed to all those who 
have registered for the reunion. 	Watch for this 
mailing! 	This discount will not be available to you 
without a voucher. 

If you have questions, 
call Dick Sparks (904) 789-4692. 

*Florida residents requiring a voucher should also 
contact Dick Sparks. 
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THE 1995 REUNION COMMITTEE 
Front, LJR - Dick Sparks, John Reds, Ted Slaby Back LJR - Gordon Zicker; Sam Davis 

The 1995 Reunion Committee looks forward to welcoming 
you in person to Orlando, the city beautiful.... a great place to 
vacation while renewing old acquaintances and sharing news and 
memories. 

Besides the busy reunion agenda, lots of leisure time has been 
allowed for you to enjoy the many attractions, beaches, and abun-
dant shopping the area has to offer. 

The beautiful Grosvenor Resort, the host hotel for the 49th 
Annual Reunion, can accommodate all your personal needs and 
arrangements during your stay. 

See you in September... at the 106th's 49th Annual Reunion ... 
In the Sunshine State! 

Your Committee 
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Welcome from the 
City of Orlando 

OFFICE OF 
GLENDA E. HOOD 

MAYOR 
11 • 

(qiie  of Orlantto 
CITY HALL. ONE CITY COMMONS 

400 SOUTH ORANGE AVENUE 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
32801-3302 

TELEPHONE 

(4071 246-2271 

14071 246-2842 

WELCOME! 

On behalf of our beautiful city and its gracious citizens, I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend a personal welcome to the 106th Infantry Division Association. Orlando is proud to be 
the host city for your 49th Annual Reunion. 

For those who are first-time visitors, we hope you will have an opportunity to enjoy all the 
wonderful amenities that Orlando has to offer. Visit our beautiful parks and lakes, our 
championship golf courses and, of course, our world famous attractions. Wherever you go you 
will find friendly Floridians who are experienced and willing hosts. 

Best wishes for an enjoyable reunion. We are glad you are here and know you won't be 
disappointed. Orlando is dynamic, full of energy, and the heartbeat of Central Florida. Enjoy 
our city, meet our people, and please come visit us again. 

Sincerely, 

eletw,g,_ mac,/ 
Glenda E. Hood 
Mayor 
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1944-1994 

Belgium remembers 
The people of Belgium pay tribute 

to all those who took pan in the liberation of the country. 

in 1944.1945. 

We remember with deep sorrow those who died 

and those who were wounded. We arc indebted to their bravery 

Out of their sacrifice comes our freedom. 

To the pliant veteran, who will take pan 

in the 1994.1995 commemoration we say: 

"Welcome back. thank you. we ,hall never forget you. 

kan•Luc DEHAENE 
eiww 	IV Maw= 

Gummi aHlhe Satamal Comtism 

A tribute to our Belgian Friends Adda and Willi 

Adda and Willi RIKKEN, Gouvy, Belgium 
Friends of the 106th Infantry Division 

Veterans - Members of CRIBA 

by John Kline 

If you were walking down the street 
in St. V ith, and a charming couple walked 
up to you to say, "Are you from the 106th 
Infantry Division?" it would most likely 
be Adda & Willi RIKKEN. 

Phil and Shirley Gerlach, 424/D were 
fortunate to meet them during the 50th 
Anniversary celebrations last year, doing 
just that - walking down the street to try 
out a new restaurant. Willi and Adda be-
friended them for three days. 

Then we learned of the RIKKENS 
through Bob Lowry, our new ASSOCI-
ATE member who shows up in the article 
entitled Eric Wood Memorial rededica-
tion pages 19-24 of the Jan-Feb-Mar 1995 
CUB. Adda is shown in the first photo on 
page 23, sitting in the St. Vith Church. 
Adda and Willi also show up on page 26 
of the Oct-Nov-Dec 1994 CUB, along 
with Bob Lowry and his wife, and LTC 
John Greene and Mrs. Greene. 

Turn to next page. 

The school where Adda taught for years. 
Located in Aldringen. Here lived the 

Germans who had the responsibility of the 
first V2 - launched from the location called 

"le Beuleu" in Sterpigny (Gouvy) 
to Paris - A World Premiere 

Belgium Remembers its Liberators 

The CUB of the Golden Lion 
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A tribute to our Belgian Friends Adda and Willi 

My wife Margot and I along with 
other friends are visiting Belgium in late 
September. We will be honored to finally 
meet Adda and Willi, as well as Ltc John 
Greene, President of the Reserve Officers 
Association of Benelux (ROA). We have 
a meeting planned with C.R.I.B.A., their 
President Andre' HUBERTand the mem-
bers of C.R.I.B.A. at Parker's Crossroads 
to honor them, and to get acquainted with 
those C.R.I.B.A. members we have writ-
ten to and heard about all these years. 

Adda and Willi have been very atten-
tive to the graves of American Soldiers 
over many, many years. 

Please read the letter, replicated on 
this page, from the United States Commit-
tee on Armed Services, wherein Adda re-
ceives due honor for the attention she has 
given our dead servicemen. 

Congratulations, Adda and Willi you 
honor us and our country. 

God Bless You.... J. Kline 

104NA0 11.0411W. YASINNNI 
xn INVINANS .1141) 
/0.14 OWN. ONO 
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ROUYN/14 WAR RI NSA 
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JON* RYAN 11. 1/01304/0. 	 SAY WWI GIDRCN 
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OMR RIONINORNI pm* 
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`United Mates senate 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

May 4, 1995 

Ms. Adda Rikken 
c/o AMEMBASSY BONN - BANS 
PSC 117, Box 390 
APO, AE 09080 

Dear Adda: 

Enclosed is a flag that was flown over the United States 
Capitol on April 3, 1995, on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary 
of WW II and in appreciation of your 20 years of devotion to 
adopted graves of American Servicemen in the Henri Chapelle 
Military Cemetery and the maintenance of the 1LT Eric Wood 
Memorial near Meyerode. A certificate from the Architect of the 
Capitol accompanies the flag. 

Our flag is a symbol of our nation's unity and history. 
Wherever it flies, it is a testimony of America's dedication to 
freedom and justice. On this Memorial Day, the BENELUX Reserve 
Officers Association chapter would like to present this flag and 
certificate to you as a token of appreciation. 

I would like to add my personal word of appreciation to 
those of the BENELUX Reserve Officers Association. On behalf of 
the Senate and the American people, I thank you and your husband, 
Willi, for all you have done these past 50 years to honor the 
graves of the American Service men killed in the liberation of 
Europe. May God bless you and keep you. 

in erely,
, 

 

Steam' Nunn 

Enclosures 
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!Iv anippr -“froffr 
John Miller, (Col US Ret), 

423/E and his wife, Jean, met 
with Andre' HUBERT, President 
C.R.I.B.A (shown on left) while 
touring Belgium. 

HUBERT met them at Made 
LeHaire's Restaurant Hotel, 
L'AUBERGE DU CARREFOUR 
at Parker's Crossroads (Baraque 
de Fraiture, Belgium). 

Miller presented HUBERT 
with a 106th Inf. Div. Association 
'bob tie in honor of the meeting. 

The Miller's thoroughly en-
joyed the visit with Andre' and 
their tour of the beautiful coun-
try of Belgium. 

fi 
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Further Tributes to C.R.I.B.A. 

Thanks to C.R.I.B.A. 
From Huberto Aponte, 422/M 

Corozal, Puerto Rico 
Humberto writes: 

"This letter is intended for the sole purpose of making known my thanks and gratitude 
towards C.R.I.B.A. 

"I enlisted the aid of the "Centre de Recherche et d'information stir la Bataille des 
Ardennes," through its President Monsieur Andre' HUBERT. This was necessary as I 
desired to make mail contact with a friend who lived in Bas-Oha, Andenne. He assigned 
this hard task to Monsieur Marc SMETS who is one of the C.R.I.B.A. members and a 
resident of Andenne. He pursued the matter and via a letter on 24 May, I995 transmitted 
the sad news that my friend Mlle, Yvonne Phillipart had passed away over two years 
ago. 

"I hope to establish contact with her daughter and/or a surviving sister. This could 
not have taken place without the assistance of Monsieur Andre' HUBERT and Monsieur 
Marc SMETS of C.R.I.B.A. 

"Needless to say that I knew of the existence of C.R.I.B.A. and its president, because 
I read and save every issue of The CUB that I receive. 

"Thanks to you as editor and my eternal gratitude to C.R.I.B.A. Messieurs HUBERT 
and SMETS" 

Very truly yours, 
I remain your comrade, (signed) Humberto Aponte 

The CUB of the Golden Lion 
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Photo of the Camp Atterbury Memorial, taken during the original dedication which was held 
on August 15, 1992. Coincidentally on the date of 15 August, 1942, 

Camp Atterbury had conducted an "Open House" dedicating the new Army Post. 

1995 Memorial Ceremonies - Camp Atterbury 

Report of Camp Atterbury Ceremonies, 16 July 1995 
by Sherod Collins, Treasurer/Historian 

Indiana National Guard officials headed by Camp Commander Colonel Garry Willis 
spared no effort to produce a successful event on Sunday 16 July 1995. 

Representatives of all units who trained at Camp Atterbury were present. An 
appreciative audience was seated beneath camouflage netting, which reduced the effects 
of the very severe heat of the day. Temperatures must have ranged up to over 100 degrees. 

Dignitaries and unit representatives were seated in front of the memorial wall upon 
which colorful unit shoulder patches were reproduced. These dignitaries and unit 
representatives were introduced after preliminary music by a bagpipe band. 

Col. Thomas J. Riggs, Jr. 81st Engineers, gave the principal address. Following this 
and after remarks by 106th Historian Sherod Collins, Col. Riggs read a citation awarding 
the Order of the Golden Lion, Officer Class, by the Board of Directors of the 106th 
Infantry Division Association to 0. Paul Merz 422nd Service Company. Paul serves on 
the advisory committee to the Board of Directors of the Camp Atterbury Memorial Park, 
he is also a member of the Board of Directors of the 106th Infantry Division Association, 
whose term expires this year. Paul also serves on the Association's Memorial Committee 
that is Chaired by Dr. John Robb. Wreaths from all units were displayed and were retired 
as part of the ceremonies. The bagpipe band concluded the activities. 

106th Division Association members came from all directions. Present were Col. 
Tom Riggs; Sherod Collins; Phil Cox; Ken Smith; 0. Paul Merz; Damon Young and 
couples M/M Gene Saucerman; M/M Harold Hawkins; M/M Ken Bradfield; M/M Bob 
Scranton; M/M Charles Date, and M/M William Dahlen. 

Prior to the celebration, the City of Columbus, Indiana celebrated the 50th Anniver-
sary of the end of World War 11 by unit reunions, a parade, a reception at the Holiday 
Inn, and a ceremony and aircraft display at Baklar Air Force Base 	 
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1995 Memorial Ceremonies - Camp Atterbury  

Photos furnished by Collins, Saucerman and Merz -UR: men of the 106th: 	' • Harold 
Hawkins; Bob Scranton; Col Thomas Riggs; 0. Paul Merz; Damon Young; e e aucerman; 
Sherod Collins and Phil Cox. Kenneth Bradfield managed to slip away as camera snapped. 

Tom Riggs deep in thought at Camp 
Atterbury Memorial Service, Sunday 16 July, 

1995 it was HOT!!!" 

Col. Thomas J. Riggs, Jr., CO 81st Combat 
Engineers, delivering principal address at 

Camp Atterbury Memorial Service. 

The CUB of the Golden Lion 	 13 
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Cartoon from The CUB "Newspaper" datelined "Somewhere in Indiana, May 5, 1944" 
Captioned "And here's another spot you didn't clean." 

1995 Memorial Ceremonies - Camp Atterbury  

Preliminary presentation by Sherod Collins ... 
My name is Collins and I am the Treasurer/Historian for the 106th Infantry Division 

Association. We are an organization of 106th veterans, number nearly 1,700. 
From the beginning of the Association we have recognized outstanding, extra-ordi-

nary efforts my awarding the recipient a medal and a citation. We call the award The 
Order of the Golden Lion. Over the years, there have been very few of these awarded, 
yet those that were were for duty beyond the ordinary, which does not include any 
military connection. 

This year our president, who will address you today, has appointed a comhvitte of 
five Association members to consider more elgible person, and to honor some who may 
have been overlooked. 

All the awards are secret and confidential to the Board of Directors until they are 
actually presented. Now, with your indulgence, we would like to surprise another of our 
diligent workers, one with whom you are familiar. He will be unable to attend our 49th 
Annual Reunion in Orlando in September, but is here in this audience, so we will take 
this opportunity to award him his Order of the Golden Lion, Officer Class (silver). 

Will 0. Paul Merz come forward. Paul is a member of the Camp Atterbury Memorial 
Committee and a member of our Board of Directors. We know you will be pleased that 
he is receiving this due credit. 

The medal was presented, accepted and the audience was very appreciative in their 
congratulations to Paul Merz.... end of presentation 

The 100661 	Division is well recognized at at Camp Atterbury and the help 
of the Association is appreciated and recognized at all times 	Sherod Collins 

14 	 The CUB of the Golden Lion 



I am seldom without my Royal 440, the 
"best friend" of its kind I've had since the 
M-1 rifle issued to me while with the 106th. 

My typewriter is even a better friend 
than my Garand, come to think of it. I've 
written ten books and more than 1,200 pub-
lished articles on my $50 machine, I 
haven't seen my M-1 since Dec. 19, 1944, 
and assume it's still in a ditch near Schon-
berg, where I was ordered to throw it. 

Anyway, the absence of my 440 during 
a recent Amtrak trip to Nevada and back 
allowed me time to catch up on some read-
ing. The books I took along included Andy 
Rooney's "My War" and Kurt Vonnegut's 
"Palm Sunday." I also had some letters 
with me, including two especially good 
ones from 106th vets Bob Scheffel and 
Paul MacElwee, who included copies of 
articles about their experiences with our 
division in the "Bulge." 

Rooney, the CBS-TV personality who 
serves as resident grouch on "Sixty Min-
utes,"did a superb job on his memoir about 
the war in Europe. He was a reporter for 
Stars & Stripes, experiencing the air war 
and the war on the ground, and he noted a 
lot of things that might have been over-
looked by a vet without his "nose for 
news." 

The 106th gets mention in "My War." 
We were "all but wiped out during the 
Battle of the Bulge," Rooney notes. "The 
longer the infantryman was in the line, the 
better his chance for survival became be-
cause of his experience. The green 106th 
had come up to replace the veteran Second 
Infantry Division." Sounds were impor-
tant," he adds, "and experienced old sol-
diers, who might have been as old as 22, 
were familiar with every sound made at 
war. They could differentiate the sound of 
a General Motors truck from a German 
troop carrier, and the roar of a Wermacht 
Tiger sounded nothing like a US Sherman 
to them." 

Dan Bied, "A" Co., 422nd Combat Inf. Reg. 
108 Leffler Street, W. Burlington, IA 52655 

Tele: (319) 752-5708 

Rooney's book, published by Time 
Books, sells for $25 and is worth the price. 
It includes much of the author's wit and his 
cynical, sometimes sarcastic observations. 
On balance, it is one of the best books I've 
read about WW-2. Bill Mauldin's "Up 
Front" is the only war book that tops it for 
capturing the way the GIs felt about what 
we were trying to do in 1944-45. Both 
books tend to "let it all hang out." 

Vonnegut, as most of you know, was 
in the 106th. His big hit, "Slaughterhouse 
Five," was based on his experience as a 
POW at Dresden and made into a movie, 
etc., after being published in 1969. 

I was amused by Vonnegut's reference 
to the 106th as "the bag lunch division" in 
his memoir, "Palm Sunday," which deals 
with high and lowlights of his life. 

He puzzled me, however, by alluding 
to the Bulge as "the largest single defeat of 
American arms (the Confederacy ex-
cluded) in history." I recall the Bulge as 
being a huge victory for American troops 
and a terrible loss for the Germans. I recall, 
also, that some 200,000 of Germany's elite 
troops surrendered in North Africa and that 
the only solid wins for their army came 
against such hapless foes as the Poles, the 

From West Burlington, Iowa.... 
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From West Burlington, Iowa (cont.) .... 
Norwegians and the inept, disorganized 
French. 

Scheffel, a fine guy, was a pal of mine 
in the 106th and it was great to hear from 
him after 50 years. He looked just as I 
recalled him in the photo that ran in The 
Grand Island Piper, in Nebraska, along 
with an interview in which he recalled be-
ing "green as grass." 

"They got to be like your own broth-
ers," Bob pointed out in reference to others 
in the 106th. "You got to be that close." 

MacElwee, now 85, was also in the 
422nd. He wrote a 50th anniversary article 
about the Bulge for The News-Item paper 
at Shamokin, Pa., which he edited prior to 
his retirement. 

Paul was in some hot actions as de-
scribed in his reminiscence. "Finally," he 
recalled, "we were unable to fight back 
because all we had were our rifles against 
German machine guns and mortars." His 
unit's position was "hopeless," it was ex-
plained, because the Germans had "the per-
sonnel and armament to annihilate us." 

Dan Bied 

From Pete House, Adjutant 

Forty-five years ago David Price wrote about the first five years of our Association in the 
1951 February-March CUB. Dave was the first man to serve a full term as our president. He 
also served as Adjutant and Treasurer. In his final report he proposed an Association Honor 
Roll for the years 1945-1950 consisting of 83 Members. 

It is interesting to note that forty-five years later twenty of these men are still registered. 
Tom Riggs is our President, Joe Mathews is an Honorary Board member, and Pete House is 
Adjutant. The full list can be found on page 320 of The CUB of the Golden Lion: PASSES in 
REVIEW. Those still registered are: 

Francis Aspinwall 	 Ed Luzzie, Pres 50-51 
Pete Frampton, Pres 53-54 	Joe Matthews, Pres 65-66 
John Hall 	 Vollie McCollum 
Al Harding 	 Jack Middleton 
Jim Hatch, Pres 60-61 	 Tom Riggs, Pres 94-95 
John Hopebell 	 Marvin Rusch 
Pete House, Pres 69-70 	Bob Ruff 
Bob Howell, Pres 82-83 	Bob de St Aubin 
Bob Kelly 	 Russ Villwock, Pres 81-82 
Marshall Lipkin 	 Jim Wells, Pres 52-53 

Wouldn't it be nice to take a picture of these men in Orlando for The CUB? 
If you still haven't purchased a copy of The CUB of the Golden Lion: PASSES 

in REVIEW, you may still get a copy, while they last, for $18.50. Send your money 
to Sherod Collins, Treasurer - his name and address appear on the inside front cover 
of every CUB. I understand there are only 20 copies left. John's getting a quote for 
reprints, but it has not yet been decided whether we should purchase additional copies. 
Nearly 2,100 have been distributed since September 1991. 

Pete House, Adjutant 
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81st Combat Engineers 

A Salute to LTC Tom Riggs and his 81st Engineers....  

AN ENGINEER'S 
SEVEN DAY WAR 

CUB Editor's Note: August 1995.. 
This is a reprint of an article from the Fall 
1975 magazine -  THE ENGINEER -pub-
lished by The United States Army Engineer 
School, Fort Belvoir, Virginia. Published 
with the permission of Thomas J. Riggs, 
Jr.,former commander of the 81st Combat 
Engineers Battalion. Currently the 1994-
1995 President, of the 106th Infantry Di-
vision Association. 

In his note to the CUB editor Tom 
says, "This article was a complete sur-
prise, although I did teach at the Engi-
neers School, first in 
demolition, then ad-
vanced in the basic 
training section to 
Battalion Com-
mander and a Major, 
two years before 
moving to the 106th 
Infantry Division." 

Belvoir, as a platoon leader in a training 
battalion. The following two years moved 
by rapidly and during this time I received 
a Regular Army commission, completed 
the Engineer Officer Advanced Course, 
and became a battalion commander with 
the rank of Major. 

By 1943, I was becoming impatient 
with my role in training, and I began in-
vestigating the possibilities of a transfer to 
the Paratroopers, or the Rangers, or some 
combat division. My opportunity came in 
the spring of 1943, when I was ordered to 

the 81st Engineer 
Combat Battalion as 
the Executive Offi-
cer. The Battalion 
Commander was 
Lieutenant Colonel 
William J. Nimes, 
who had recently re-
turned from duty on 

From the original article -Editor's Note: Mr. 
Riggs' article is a true story which, until now, 
has never been told. Although it portrays only 
a small segment of the actions of W.W.II, it 
exemplifies the versatility and importance of 
engineers as part of the combined arms team. 

Training, youth, and discipline are 
key factors in most pursuits in life; they 
are crucial in a military career. 

My military career began in February 
1941 when I graduated from the Univer-
sity of Illinois and received a ROTC com-
mission, as a second lieutenant, in the 
Corps of Engineers. After attending a re-
fresher course at the US Army Engineer 
School, I was assigned to the Engineer 
Replacement Training Center, Fort  

the Alaskan Highway. 
The 81st was part of the 106th Infan-

try Division being activated at Camp (now 
Fort) Jackson, S.C. Most of the enlisted 
men were 18 year old draftees, so the 
average age of the Division was under 22. 
With an excellent cadre of officers and 
noncoms, the Division was enthusiastic 
and receptive to tough training standards. 
I remember being impressed with the fact 
that the Chief of Staff of the Division was 
Colonel William C. Baker, Jr., formerly of 
the Corps of Engineers. By late summer 
of 1943 I had been ordered to establish an 
Engineer Combat Battalion in Camp Gor-
don, GA. LTC Nimes insisted that I hand 
select the best officers from the 81st to 

The CUB of the Golden Lion 	 17 



A Salute to LTC Tom Riggs and his 81st Engineers.... 
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Gridder "Riggs" - three years (38-40) Varsity 
- University of Illinois 

Captain (1940) of the Illini Under Zuppke. 
See page 22-24 The CUB of Jan-Feb-Mar 
1990 for story on Riggs being chosen as 

.r Man of the Year. 
Also on pages 132-133 of The CUB of the 

Golden Lion: PASSES in REVIEW. 

make up my cadre. Sixty days after we had 
started to train the new battalion, I was 
ordered back to the 81st to replace LTC 
Himes who was moving on to command 
an Engineer Corps. 

We continued our training at Camp 
Jackson in preparation for maneuvers in 
Tennessee during January-March of 1944. 
We had inserted some Ranger training in 
guerrilla warfare which helped sharpen 
the individual instincts of our young 
group. 

From Tennessee, the Division was or-
dered to Camp Atterbury, Indiana to con-
tinue training and await deployment. 
Shortly after our arrival at Camp Atter-
bury, I was ordered to the Command and 
General Staff College at Fort Leaven-
worth, Kansas. I returned to the Division 
shortly before we were ordered to the em-
barkation port. In my absence, the Divi- 

sion had supplied over 7,000 enlisted in-
fantrymen, or 60% of its trained men, to 
an overseas replacement center. Fortu-
nately, the Engineers lost only four offi-
cers and no enlisted men in this transfer. 
There was to be no time to adequately 
train the enlisted infantry replacements 
for the Division. 

Prior to the embarkation, I was met by 
a fellow staff officer who informed me 
that I was to turn my battalion over.to my 
Executive Officer, MAJ Marshall, and 
that I, as the Division Engineer Officer, 
was to be sent to England with the Divi-
sion Commander, his staff, and three in-
fantry regiments. In theory, we were to 
continue training in England and to be 
used as an infantry combat group. Without 
the service units, and particularly their 
artillery, neither mission was that practi-
cal. The support units followed 30 days later. 

By late November, the 106th was as-
sembled in England as a Division and by 
1 December embarked for the channel 
crossing. A few days later, they debarked 
in Rouen in mud and rain and moved by 
unit convoys into a combat sector around 

Lt. Colonel Thomas J. Riggs, Jr. 
CO, 81st Combat Engineers 
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A Salute to LTC Tom Riggs and his 81st Engineers.... 

St Vith, Belgium. We relieved the 2d In-
fantry Division which was being deployed 
to launch an attack through the 99th Infan-
try Division. 

The relief of the 2d was accomplished 
in three days, man-for-man, and position-
by-position. The two sectors occupied by 
the 422d and 423d Infantry Regiments, of 
the 106th, were astride the old Seigfried 
Line in the Schnee Eifel mountain range. 

As the 81st relieved the 2d Engineer 
Combat Battalion, there was a lot of banter 
from these combat veterans about the 
"country club" atmosphere of the position 
due to the daily exchange of fire but no real 
action. From an engineer support point of 
view, there was the difficult task of main-
taining the roads which were critical, for 
re-supply. We inherited the.fortifications, 
mine fields, and barbed wire which had 
been originally established by the 4th In-
fantry Division and reinforced by the 2d. 

By 12 December, the 106th had taken 
over the sector and began to review their 
mission and means. The mission of the 
Division was to defend a salient that was 
over 20 miles wide and extended 8 miles 
into the German lines. To accomplish this, 
the 422d, 423d, and 424th Infantry Regi-
ments were on line from north to south. 

The 424th adjoined the 28th Infantry 
Division to the south. The 14th Cavalry 
Group, reinforced, occupied the northern 
five miles of the front and were tied into 
the 99th Infantry Division to the north. In 
addition, the Division had the following 
attached units: 275th Armored Field Artil-
lery Battalion, 820th Tank Destroyer Bat-
talion, 634 AAA Battalion, and the 168th 
Engineer Combat Battalion. The last unit 
was assigned to maintain the road net in 
the rear of the sector. 

The 81st Engineer Combat Battalion 
attached a company to each of the Infantry 

Riggs as President (1954) of F. L. Jacobs 
A firm with five automobile parts 

manufacturing plants. He reached this 
position within seven years from the 

termination of his military service career. 
(Ten years after the Battle of the Bulge) 

He was, at this time, also elected to 
The Young Presidents Organization (YPO) 

Regiments. The Battalion CP was in 
Heuem, about four miles east of St Vith, 
on the SchOnberg road. 

We were still reconnoitering and im-
proving our positions, when a heavy artil-
lery barrage hit the sector at about 0530 
hours. After putting the staff on alert, I 
went to the Division CP in St Vith to check 
other reports. St Vith was being hit from 
what was described as railroad mounted 
artillery capable offering up to 14 inch rounds. 

From the G-2 section, 1 learned the 
whole front was under heavy attack by 
enemy infantry supported by tanks and 
artillery. The Division G-2's attempt to 
convey this information to the VIII Corps 
was misunderstood. VIII Corps obviously 
thought that as "green troops," the Divi-
sion was exaggerating the intensity and 
scope of the action. Even an attack plan, 
taken from a captured German officer, 
confirming the scope and nature of the 
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A Salute to LTC Tom Riggs and his 81st Engineers.... 

attack was either not recognized or never 
arrived at Corps. 

Since the 106th had no infantry in 
reserve, I was asked by the G-3 to assem-
ble and prepare the 81st Engineers for 
their secondary mission as an infantry re-
serve. I returned to the Bn CP about 0800 
hours and found that one platoon of Com-
pany A and all of Companies B and C had 
already been committed as infantry re-
serves by their regiments. This left only 
the Headquar-
ters and Service 
Company plus the 
headquarters and 
two platoons of 
Company A. 

CPT Har-
mon, Company 
A, was the only 
line company 
commander on 
hand at the Bn 
CP to attend a 
meeting, and he 
was called back 
by the 422d 
Regimental 
Combat Team 
to defend his 
Company CP in 
Auw. Auw was 
already under 
attack by enemy 
infantry in white 
by tanks. By 1500 hours, Auw was lost to 
Germans, and remnants of Company A 
were working their way back to St. Vith. 

Company B, which had its headquar-
ters in Schonberg, was ordered by the CO 
of the 423d Regimental Combat Team to 
clear the village of Bleialf. Our last con-
tact with Company B was through Chief 
Warrant Officer Carmichael, Bn S-4, who  

was expediting delivery of ammunition to 
the Company. He also located a few self-
propelled tank destroyer guns which 
eliminated some enemy strong points in 
the village. Carmichael returned to the Bn 
CP by early evening before Company B 
was cut off by the German advance. 

Meanwhile, at the Bn CP in 
Heuem, phone communications were out 
and radio channels were jammed. Schtin-
berg and Heuem were being shelled. Auw 

had fallen, and 
CPT Harmon 
had escaped 
with only a 
dozen men. Co 
C, in the mean-
time, had been 
committed as 
infantry to de-
fend the east 
side of Heck-
halenfeld and 
later to fill in a 
gap in the line 
between Heck-
halenfeld and 
Winterspelt. 

All reports 
continued to 
show a deterio-
rating situation 

areas west and north of .St Vith so that the 
northern flank was wide open. It had also 
become clear that the Division was being 
hit by at least four to six divisions, includ-
ing two Ranger Divisions - not the two 
Volksgrenadier Divisions originally iden-
tified. 

Around midnight, Corps and Army 
were finally convinced of the true situ- 

Camp Atterbury Platform, compliments 81st Engineers. 
for the 106th Di- Construction supervised by 

Sgt Ed Wojahn, II" Company 	 vision. The 14th 
uniforms and supported Cavalry Group had fallen back in some 
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A Salute to LTC Tom Riggs and his 81st Engineers.... 

81st Engineers "A" Company "Tennessee Maneuvers" photo furnished by Gus Agostini: 
Front L/R- Imperia; Agostini; Messina Back UR: Unknown; Garbin; Cowden; Turner; 

Honeman; Lucker; Sabatini, Stanley; Deane and Chura 

ation and were committing Combat Com-
mand B (CCB), 9th Armored Division, 
and CCB, 7th Armored Division. The 7th 
Armored would arrive at 0700 on the I 7th 
of December and be assigned to attack 
through the St Vith-Schonberg road to the 
entrapped 422d and 423d regiments. 
17 December 1944: 

I returned to the Bn CP to instruct 
Headquarters and Service Company to 
clear the St Vith Schonberg road and to 
evacuate the engineer heavy equipment 
from Schonberg to Rodt, just west of St 
Vith. The remnants of Company A and 
Headquarters and Service Company were 
to hold in Heuem. 

The previous day of heavy combat 
action left a very confused impression on 
me. We had lost many men in Company 
A. Communications, both internal and ex-
ternal, were confused and growing more 
difficult by the hour. Rumors were grow- 

ing and difficult to dispute without facts. 
Unit commanders were jittery. Some serv-
ice units, such as Corps Artillery, were 
starting to move to the rear without their 
artillery. At the Division- CP, I could 
sense the desperation of the Commanding 
General for his two regiments that were 
being cut-off and his relief when given the 
two armored CCBs. Meanwhile, the com-
manding officer of the 14th Cavalry 
Group was desperate and unable to mar-
shal any organized resistance in his criti-
cal sector on the north flank. 

I felt frustrated because most of the 
81st Engineers were under other com-
mands, and the sole function of the Head-
quarters and Service Company was one of 
re-supply where the roads were still open. 
Although the men of the 81st were fight-
ing as infantry, we were not doing it as a 
unit. 
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Later, in the early morning, I returned 
to the Division CP in St V ith. The situation 
in front of St Vith was becoming more 
fluid. By 0830 hours, my headquarters had 
lost contact with Company B beyond 
SchOnberg and were preparing to evacuate 
the CP at Heuem in the face of approach-
ing enemy infantry and tanks. At 1000 
hours, I was ordered by the Commanding 
General, Alan Jones, of the 106th, to or-
ganize a task force to defend St Vith. The 
168th Engineer Combat Battalion was at-
tached to the 81st with orders to assemble 
all available men from both units as well 
as division headquarters personnel. 

We were to hold St Vith for the 
counter attack of CCB, 7th Armored, 
through, our positions. After relaying 
these orders to the 81st and the 168th, I left 
for Heuem and met my staff and part of 
the 168th command group on a natural rise 
about a mile east of St Vith. They were 
being followed by an enemy task force of 
infantry and tanks which had cleared 
Heuem. That particular location, in addi-
tion to having a line of woods at the top of  

the rise to the north, had a good field of 
fire back down the Schonberg road for 
1000 yards. To the south side of the road 
was a 20 feet wide fire break running 
parallel to the wood line on the north and 
leading to an opening and a farm house 
about 200 yards to the south. 

As units arrived from the 81st and 
168th Engineer Combat Battalions, they 
were placed astride the road and a skir-
mish line of engineers, converted to infan-
try, gradually dug in with some automatic 
weapons. Knowing that the counter attack 
by CCB, 7th Armored, would be through 
us, I elected to place several daisy chains 
of mines across the road and placed 2 
bazooka teams in the woods for cover. A 
37mm anti-tank gun was placed with an 
engineer squad to cover them. This gun 
was lost in the first exchange of fire. 

We were fortunate to have a platoon 
of six tank destroyer guns which were set 
up in the edge of the woods to the north of 
the road. Before the position was consoli-
dated, we had an exchange of fire with the 
enemy. By about 1600 hours, the position 
had been consolidated and four tanks plus 
an estimated battalion of infantry began to 
advance on us from the woods about 1000 
yards away. The tank destroyer platoon 
engaged the tanks by bore-sighting the 
guns which had been received in the 
morning. While they did not disable the 
enemy tanks, they did force them to retreat 
to the woods with their infantry. The tank 
destroyer platoon was then ordered to shift 
their position north on the leading edge of 
the woods for future action. They moved 
north and out of our sector without report-
ing. This was the first of several units that 
left our sector to join a movement to the 
rear. It was this kind of attitude that in-
creased my determination to hold our position. 
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Later in the afternoon, the Division 
Air-Ground Liaison Officer made contact 
with the only American aircraft that we 
were to see. We assumed that the enemy 
tanks and infantry were hidden in the 
woods to our front and had requested a 
mission to be fired by the Division Artil-
lery, but they were not able to respond. I 
got on the radio with the Air-Ground Liai-
son Officer to guide the P-47 over the 
woods. According to CPT Ward, CO of 
Headquarters and Service Company, the 
plane made 4 passes before sighting the 
tanks. He then made several strafing 
passes over the area and hit one tank. 

At about 1700 hours, a Major Boyer 
arrived with the first elements of B Troop, 
87th Reconnaissance Squadron, CCB, 7th 
Armored Division. to support our posi-
tion. I did not like the idea of putting this 
fine mobile unit in a fixed defense posi-
tion, but their heavy automatic weapons 
were ideal for the ample fields of fire in 
front of the wooded position to the north 
of the road. As they moved in, Headquar-
ters and Service Company, 81st Engi-
neers, plus part of A Company were 
moved to the south of the 168th Engineer 
Combat Battalion to extend that flank. 
Some medium tanks had arrived and were 
ordered to hold in the defilade back of the 
hill crest. 

Boyer reported the roads to 
the rear were full of retreating vehicles and 
the remainder of CCB, 7th Armored, 
would be delayed until the 18th at the 
earliest. 

As the Headquarters and Service Co, 
81st, were deploying into their new posi-
tion, they were engaged at close range by 
an enemy tank and infantry. A daisy chain 
of mines disabled the tank and the infantry 
was driven off by small arms fire. CPT 
Ward requested the fire support of some  

American medium tanks in his area; how-
ever, they refused because of the deadly 
88mm gun on the enemy tank. I suggested 
that he and his officers "ride" the tops of 
the tanks to steer them into position. He 
"rode" the lead tank into position and was 
knocked off by the first 88mm round, but 
he scrambled to safety. The American 
tanks then knocked out the enemy tank 
and withdrew to defilade again. 

At about 1900 hours, an enemy com-
bat patrol penetrated our lines and got 
within thirty yards of the CP. I gathered 
about four people in the CP and ran up the 
hill to the point of penetration, closed the 
gap and ordered a clean-up of the infiltra-
tors. I found that the gap in the skirmish 
line had been made by men fading to 
the-rear. From that point on, I visited our 
front line every hour or so, particularly at 
night, to let the men know that their com-
mander was there. 

Later in the evening, the Forward Ob-
server from the Armored Field Artillery 
Battalion re ported that his unit was in the 
area and wanted to provide artillery sup-
port. The unit could provide close support 
fire, but tree bursts would create casualties 
for us as well as the enemy. To combat this 
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problem, we covered the foxholes with 
logs and earth with a space to roll under 
when an incoming mission was signaled. 
It worked many times for us. 

As units of the 38th Armored Infantry 
began to arrive, a staff meeting was held 
at about midnight. The meeting included 
officers of the two engineer battalions, B 
Troop, 87th Reconnaissance Squadron, 
38th Armored Infantry, the attached pla-
toon of medium tanks, and the Armored 
Artillery Battalion. It was decided to move 
Company B, 38th Armored Infantry, into 
the positions occupied by the 168th Engi-
neers. The 168th Engineers, which by now 
was reduced to two companies, would 
move into a gap on the right flank of the 
position in order to connect the line with a 
company of the 23d Armored Infantry, 
CCB, 9th Armored Division, to the south. 
This action was carefully organized and 
executed by digging a parallel line of fox-
holes behind the 168th Engineers position. 
The engineer platoon leaders then led the 
infantry forward to individually relieve 
the engineers so as to prevent an internal 
fire fight. 
18 December 1944: 

By 0300 hours, the position was fairly 
well consolidated. This finished the sec-
ond day of battlefield testing for me. In the 
previous 24 hours, I had seen blood, brav-
ery, fear, and death. It was also confirmed 
that the two infantry regiments, the 422d 
ancU32sl were now completely sur-
row.__idgd and we were their closest possi-
ble contact. We were still expecting a 
counter-attack by the 7th Armored, but 
they seemed to be gradually absorbed in 
our defense. 
19 December 1944: 

Early in the morning, the enemy be-
gan a series of probing attacks. About 
0930 hours, they launched a company size  

attack and supported by a Tiger tank. The 
attack was directed at the clearing south 
of the fire break which was defended by 
the remaining men of Co A, 81st Engi-
neers. The attack was repulsed and the 
Tiger tank was knocked out by three 
American medium tanks which had been 
placed in position behind the engineers. 
Lieutenant Rutledge, acting company 
commander of Co A, 81st Engineers, di-
rected this attack. He was wounded in 
front of his own position, refused first aid, 
and was killed trying to pursue the enemy 
himself. The loss hit hard, and his actions 
were a great inspiration to us all. 

At about 1500 hours, another com-
pany size attack penetrated this same area 
and reached our task force CP. I heard the 
small arms fire and saw soldiers crouching 
along the roadside. I gathered the officers 
and men in the CP and got the soldiers 
crouching at roadside to launch a charge 
back up the hill into the break in the line. 
We killed 4 ofthe enemy and closed the gap. 

At about 1600 hours, A Company, 
38th Armored, arrived and was ordered to 
relive B Troop, 87th Reconnaissance 
Squadron, which then moved to reinforce 
the position occupied by Co A, 81st Engi-
neers. B Troop had lost 40 officers and 
men in their position. 

At 1700 hours, I received verbal infor-
mation that the 106th Division Headquar-
ters had moved to Vielsam and that the 
81st Engineer Task Force was being at-
tached to the 7th Armored Division. This 
shift of CPs and command did not sound 
like the aggressive attack that we were 
expecting. 

By 1900 hours, Lieutenant Colonel 
Fuller, commander of the 38th Armored 
Infantry, arrived with instructions from 
General Clarke, Commanding General of 
CCB, 7th Armored. Since most of the 
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units in the position were now infantry, it 
had been decided that LTC Fuller should 
take command, and I was to be his Execu-
tive Officer. I felt a personal let-down in 
the change of responsibility, but I did get 
the first sleep that I had since the early 
morning of the 16th. 
20 December 1944: 

During the day the 81st Engineers laid 
mine fields in the area in front of Co A. 
While we had prepared the bridges in St 
Vith for demolition, we did not mine the 
St V ith-Schonberg road in order to keep it 
open for the expected counter-attack 
through our position. 
21 December 1944: 

During the morning, enemy patrol ac-
tivity increased. By 1500 hours, a concen-
trated barrage began and continued until 
about 1730. During the barrage, I was 
hailed by the Forward Observer of the 
275th Armored Artillery Battalion to re-
port that his CO wanted to talk to me. I got 
on the radio to hear LTC Clay reporting 
that he was down to his last round. I in-
structed him to fire his last round and to 
get out. The enemy barrage was taking a 
heavy toll. One tree burst killed a company 
commander from the 38th Armored Divi-
sion, his supporting tank unit commander, 
and two other casualties. 

Being on the scene, I adjusted the 
command of the unit and committed a 
provisional platoon from the 423d to this 
unit's sector. At about 1800 hours, LTC 
Fuller announced he was placing me in 
charge of the position while he reported 
back to Headquarters, CCB, 7th Armored, 
to plan alternate defensive positions. He 
never returned and our orders stood to 
defend St Vith. 

About 2200 hours, an enemy attack 
was launched up the Schonberg-St Vith 
road straight into our position. The enemy 
force consisted of six Tiger tanks and sup- 

ported by about a battalion of infantry. 
Our temporary daisy chains of mines and 
bazookas were ineffective against their 
massive attack. We committed four and 
then a total of six American medium tanks 
to this point blank contest. It was really no 
contest. The German tanks lobbed para-
chute flares to the rear of the American 
tanks and fired their 88s directly at the 
silhouetted American tanks. In three suc-
cessive shots, they disabled three of the 
American tanks, and the other three van-
ished in the direction of St Vith. 

Our position was now split, and I or-
dered my staff to fall back to St Vith. I 
picked my way to our front positions and 
learned that, subsequent to the frontal as-
sault, we had lost contacts with units to the 
north and the south of the original skir-
mish line of 17 December. Through the 
forward artillery observer radio, I reported 
to the 7th Armored Division that our po-
sition had been penetrated, and we had lost 
contact with our flanks. I was ordered to 
organize an attack on St Vith and to work 
our way back to V ielsam. 
22 December 1944: 

It was now close to daybreak. I issued 
instructions to assemble in a nearby park 
that overlooked St Vith. By dawn, every 
incoming road to St Vith was filled with 
enemy traffic. We scouted a line of vehi-
cles abandoned by the 9th Armored at the 
base of the hill below our position and 
recovered some "grease guns" (45 caliber 
sub-machine guns) and ammo. With only 
two officers and thirty or forty men com-
pletely fatigued, an attack appeared hope-
less, so we made terrain maps and split 
into 5 or 6 man patrols. All of this group 
were subsequently captured. 

As a prisoner-of-war, I was marched 
with a 20-man group for 140 miles in 10 
days to a rail head in Germany. I lost about 
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50 pounds and witnessed the death by 
starvation by at least three of the group. In 
Poland, I escaped after 28 days of impris-
onment and was picked up by the Polish 
Underground. A rendezvous was arranged 
with the Russian Army who evacuated me 
from Warsaw through Odessa on the 
Black Sea, through Istanbul to US Army 
Control in Port Said, Egypt. I was then 
moved to Naples for shipment home. 

I was terribly disturbed and dis-
tressed over the terrible losses taken by the 
106th and the 81st Combat Engineers and 
our failure to hold our 
defensive sector. It was 
difficult to believe that 
the units on our flank 
had fallen back on the 
night of 21 December 
without notifying us. I 
had been so localized in 
that position in front of 
St Vith that I did not 
perceive the magnitude 
of the total action and 
the strategic importance 
of denying the road net 
at St Vith to the enemy. 

I began this report 
with a view on the importance of training, 
youth and discipline. I feel that the infan-
try training of the 81st Combat Engineer 
Battalion enabled it to be committed effectively 
as a ready reserve. 

We took pride in weapons training 
and special training such as the Ranger 
program. Most of the officers in the 81st 
Engineers were qualified as experts in 
every weapon authorized the unit. The 
high degree of discipline was the result of 
programs involving weapons, explosives, 
and physical fitness. 

In our totally professional and volun-
teer army, combat proficiency should con- 

tinue to be encouraged for engineer units. 
I know from experience that engineer sol-
diers will have to fight for survival in 

many Engineer support situations .❑ 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
DESIGNATED COMBAT ARMS 
"On 12 September 1975, the Chief of Staff, 

Army, approved an action which designated the 

Corps of Engineers as "Combat Arms." The Combat 

Arms category now includes Armor, Infantrk, Artil-

lery, Air Defense Artillery and Corps of Engineers. 

This significant decision resulted in the Corps being 

the only branch in the Army to be 

classified as Combat, Combat 

Service and Combat Service 

Support 	" 

Personal Summary 
Thomas J. Riggs, Jr. 

on returning to the States 
was appointed as Military 
Aide to the Ambassador to 
Mexico. On completion of 
his tour of active duty in 
November 1947, he joined 
the U.S. Army Reserves 
and served as a Colonel in 
the Intelligence Corps of 
USA. 

For 13 years, Mr. Riggs was Group 
Vice President for Textron, Inc., based in 
Providence, Rhode Island. In October 
1972 he became Executive Vice President 
of Operations and a Director of Katy In-
dustries, Inc. of Elgin, IL and Boston, MA. 
Mr. Riggs is currently President and Chief 
Executive Officer of Lawson-Hemphill, 
Inc. of Central Falls, R.I. 

In September 1985 The Small Busi-
ness Association ofthe United States rec-
ognized him for Distinguished Service as 
Chairman ofthe National Advisory Coun-
cil in 1983-1984 and 1985 

Read Lt. Col. Riggs' 
Remarkable WWII Odyssey 

where he tells of traveling 
through eight countries for a dis- 
tance of 5,000 miles, to rejoin the 

81st Combat Engineers, 
after escaping from a Officer's 

prisoner of war camp in Poland. 
You will find it in 

The CUB of the Golden Lion: 
PASSES in REVIEW, pages 127- 

131, or in the 
JUL-AUG-SEP 1988 CUB 

on pages 6-11. 
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Corporal L.C. Anderson and Sgt Donald Barsema, 81st Engineers, HQ Co. 
at the Schnee Eifel Approach 

Members of the 81st Engineers 
Reporting: 

L.C. Anderson, 81st Engineers, 
Headquarters Company 
S-2 Section - Reporting 

I joined the 8 I st Engineer Btn. at 
Camp Atterbury, just after the division 
arrived. My previous duty included com-
pletion of engineer basic training at Ft. 
Belvoir. I also completed a tour of duty 
with the air corps serving at Greensboro, 
North Carolina, and George Field, Illinois, 
at base engineer's office then transferring 
to the 106th. 

I served in the S-2 Section under Cap-
tain Souers through May of 1945. On De-
cember 16th I was in a jeep delivering 
position overlays and maps to line compa-
nies when the first artillery barrages be-
gan. I made it back to St. Vith where the  

S-2 section was located. I later went back 
toward Heuem with the ADE jeep driver. 
We attempted to reach y headquarters. By 
that time the road network was jammed 
with vehicles moving in both directions. 
In retrospect no one seemed to know the 
overall seriousness of the attack even 
though each crossroad was being sub-
jected to heavy shelling. The M.P. stopped 
us outside of Schonberg and told us to take 
another route and return to Division if we 
could. Communications were out to most 
of the C.P.s and his guess was H-S would 
be pulling out if they had not done so. I ran 
into Sergeant Grant Dobbs of my section 
and he had me join him in the section's 3/4 
ton truck. I left the ADE jeep and Sgt. Eans 
and joined Sgt.. Dobbs. He was headed to 
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our old bivouac area which I think was 
near Heuem. We arrived at a road junction 
and in the distance could see a column of 
tanks firing towards the road leading to 
Schonberg from the East. It was dark when 
we arrived at the bivouac area which we 
found deserted except for a few trailers 
and some equipment. We salvaged the S-2 
trailer and were trying to hook it to the 
weapon's carrier when we were inter-
rupted by rifle fire. It was pitch dark and 
we could not determine if we were being 
fired over or fired at. By that our imagina-
tions caught up with us and we decided 
discretion over 
valor and pro-
ceeded to depart 
without further 
delay. By the time 
we reached the 
road junction it 
was crammed 
with vehicles 
headed for St. 
Vith. Trucks, 
jeeps, artillery 
and light armor 
from one of the re- 
con or calvary 

Photo by L.C. Anderson - Strickland and Kaplan, units were all in 	81st Engineers inspecting a knocked out 
one long disor- 	Jagdpanzer and two German casualties 
ganized line jamming the road almost 	St. Vith to relieve us. By night fall the 
bumper to bumper. 	 convoy had moved only a few miles west 

of St. Vith. We could see a tank battle 
ensuing about 3,000 yards to our rear. The 
Germans were shining lights up in the low 
clouds which reflected back to the ground 
gave an eerie effect to the ensuing battle. 
We could not determine who was engaged 
but assumed it was elements of the 7th 
armored. Some of their tanks and vehicles 
were using part of our road and by now 
traffic away from St. Vith had come to a 
standstill. The temperature had dropped 
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shells had begun to fall on the outskirts of 
St. Vith by this time and we could see 
planes strafing the hillside just to our 
northeast. We heard that Col. Riggs had 
been placed in charge of the defense and 
assumed we would soon be joining in the 
hills then under attack. 

We ran into Captain Towne, how-
ever, and he advised us to join several 
other engineer trucks and regroup in Viel-
salm. Sgt. Dobbs and I argued for a mo-
ment as to the correct action for us to take. 
"Dobber" decided we should head for 
Vielsalm which we did. Had we ventured 

into the hillside 
defense perime-
ter, I doubt if I 
would be writing 
this account as we 
later learned most 
of the defense pla-
toons were deci-
mated or captured 
by German armor. 
The road to Viel-
salm by this time 
was bumper to 
bumper with traf-
fic. We heard the 
7th armored 
would soon be in 

We finally reached St. Vith about 3:00 
A.M. as I recall. Our section was located 
in the basement of a large hospital build-
ing which also housed Division headquar-
ters. My memory is not clear but I recall a 
great deal of "bedlam" and confusion. The 
rumors were abundant that Division was 
pulling out for Vielsalm. S-2 had already 
moved the mapping chest and the 
ADE(Assistant Division Engineer Sec-
tion) was en-route to Vielsalm. Artillery 
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into the twenties and the mud around our 
wheels had begun to freeze. Both Dobbs 
and I fell asleep for an hour or so as we 
had not slept for twenty-four hours and 
could not stay awake. 

We did awaken around 2 A.M. and 
were amazed that all was quiet outside of 
distant artillery fire. The trucks were all 
motionless on the side of the road and no 
more vehicles were moving in the oppo-
site direction to St. Vith. I walked up the 
road a few hundred yards around a curve 
to find the road clear. The lead vehicle 
driver was sound asleep. I asked him how 
long had the traffic in front of him been 
gone. He groggily replied he did not know 
and that the road was jammed to a stand-
still before he fell asleep. I ran back to our 
vehicle and told Dobbs the road was now 
clear. We pulled out of line and proceeded 
on toward Vielsalm followed by the trucks 
we passed as our vehicle must have  

aroused them. We approached Vielsalm 
and were met by an officer in an M.P. jeep. 
He asked for our unit and designation. He 
then instructed us to proceed through 
Vielsalm to Marche and to use our head-
lights if necessary as blackout conditions 
were lifted due to the urgency to clear the 
roads for the 7th armored division and all 
vehicles on the road at dawn would be 
forced aside where they were. 

Our route after Marche is not clear in 
my memory. We were regrouped with the 
remnants of our battalion and rejoined the 
Division in support of the 424th in the 
counter attack until February when we 
were pulled back to the Brest Peninsular 
for reorganization. We later returned to 
the Rhineland and were billeted in Bad 
Ems, Germany. I departed the division at 
some point in May of 1945 and proceeded 
to Preswick, Scotland, via Paris and Lon- 

"Bull" Marshall, Exec Officer, at Honsfeld - with remnants of the 81st Engineers 
after the initial breakthrough. 
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Photo by Capt Harold Harmon, "A" Company — 81st Combat Engineers receiving the 
Presidential Citation for their activites in The BULGE. 
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don where I was flown to Ft. Dix via 
Iceland and Greenland. 

From a thirty day furlough, I was sent 
to Ft. Leonard Wood, MO; and, at the 
termination of hostilities, was sent to 
Camp Atterbury, Indiana were my asso-
ciation with the division had begun a year 
earlier. An eventful year I will never for-
get. Nor shall I forget the men who fell as 
well as the survivors. I hope someone will 
help me to locate Capt. Souers, Sgt. 
Psolka, Sgt. Grant Dobbs, Cpls. Campbell 
and Whermeyer, Pvts. Kilguss and Sgt. 
Eans or any of the men in the 81st who I 
knew. My service continued for a period 
after the war. I became a Captain in the 
951st Eng. Group, finished an engineering 
degree at Vanderbilt University and be-
came a general contractor in Nashville. I 
am still active and hope to attend the Sept 
reunion. 

signed L.C. Anderson  

Harold Harmon, 81st Engineers, 
CO - "A" Company - Reporting 

Colonel Riggs called and asked if I 
had any photos - I have enclose one show-
ing the Battalion receiving the Presiden-
tial Citation for its Battle of the Bulge 
activities. 

The only story I have, which may be 
of interest is: 

The division history mentions the as-
sault on a "Fortified Position." Since I 
personally took part in this operation I feel 
that I can tell the story - firsthand. 

The assault was to be made by a pla-
toon of the 422nd Infantry and three engi-
neers of Company "A.," 81st Engineers. 
As company commander of "A" Com-
pany, and having practiced this type of 
operation during training, and seeing it 
performed in movie films - I could not 
pass up this opportunity to go on the mis-
sion, as an observer and not as a partici-
pant. 

The group moved out and arrived at 
the pill-box and a short exchange of fire 
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Photo by Gallagher. First Reunion Indianapolis- 81st Eng Vets: Back UR - Fava; Hartzell; 
Gallagher; Adair; Hayden and Morrell Front UR - Hardy; Cessna; Bandurak and LeTellier 

took place, then there was a period of 
silence. Soon the infantry began calling 

for the engineers. I looked around I be-

lieved the only personnel to have been hit 
in this short exchange of fire were two of 

the engineers, who had been carrying the 
15 pound shape charges. 

I then went to one of the engineers and 

took his shape charge to the back door of 

the pill-box, where I found Private Jake, 

the third engineer, who had pulled the fuse 

lighter on his charge and it had failed. He 

was trying to light the fuse from the fire of 

a flame thrower that an infantryman had 

placed on the wall of the pill-box. 
I told Jake to place his charge against 

the interior wall and then I handed him my 

charge to place behind his and he pulled 

the fuse lighter. About 15 seconds later all 

hell blew up. The infantry followed in to 
the pill-box and cleaned out several pris-
oners which were taken. Then we all 

headed back. 

About four-five days later, the Divi-
sion Commander called me to his head-
quarters and he politely informed me that 

Engineer Company Commanders were 

not expendable and that I had no business 
being involved in this operation. I replied, 

"Yes Sir," saluted and returned to my 
company. signed Harold Harmon 

John I. Gallager, "C" Company, 
81st Engineers - Reporting 

Col. Riggs asked that I send along 

some photos for the special report on the 

81st Engineers. I have enclosed several 
photographs, hope they help. 
My Story of the 81st Engineers 

I recall my first contact with the 

106th. I was transferred from the Air 

Force, Lake Chorla, Illinois to Camp At-

terbury, shortly after they came in from 
Tennessee Maneuvers. 
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I was dis-illusioned in my first con-
tact. I thought what a sloppy bunch of 
soldiers, everything they has seemed to be 
wet and the barracks was in disarray. 

My previous Army experiences was 
in Engineer Replacement Training Battal-
ion, before my brief stay in the Air Force. 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, where I 
took Basic Engineering training and re-
mained there as cadre. We were all "Spit 
and Polish." I had been to Fort Belvior, Va 
Engineers School. 

I learned that first impressions can be 
wrong. After that period of time I found 
the 81st Engineers, "C" Company to be a 
well trained and disciplined outfit. 

Over the years the 106th has been part 
of my extended family, how fortunate I 
was to have been transferred to the 106th. 

I have many fond memories with the 
106th all the way from Camp Atterbury to 
the final days of ending up at Heckhalen-
feld, Germany and the Bulge 

I remember how the Battle of the 
Bulge interfered with our Christmas Plans 
and the first day with the Engineers near 
Palm in a minefield. 

How fortunate I was to have Engineer 
buddies visit me after the war and my 
acceptance to join the 106th Infantry Di-
vision Association. 

The memories of the 106th Inf. Div. 
first Reunion in Indianapolis and all those 
reunions I have attended since. 

Thank you 106th (81st Engineers) for 
proving my first impression to be wrong. 
You were, are, and always will be my 
inspiration. 

I recall a good friend "Richard De-
Heer, who always said the 106th was his 
"Alma Mater." I am sure many ofyou, like 
me, have the same emotions.... 

signed John I. Gallagher. 81st/C 

Congratulations Engineers .... JK 

Photo furnished by -Gallagher. Engineers Reunion - New Jersey, no date given 
Note: Jim Wells, 2nd row left, still in uniform 
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German Patrol (Spahtruppen) with winter clothing in the Ardennes Offensive. 
From Der Zweite Weltkieg (World War Two), book 3 of 3 German books covering WW II 

DECLASSIFIED 
CAPTURED DIARY (German)  

From the United States Archives...  
Furnished by Don Herndon 
106th Inf Div Association 

SECRET 
Annex No. 5 to G-2 

Periodic Report No 51 106th Inf Div 

Translation of Diary 
captured by 424 Inf Reg 106 Us Inf Div, 
Vic Henumont (P-7297), 13 Jan 45) 

"On December 1, at 4 o'clock I arrived 
in HAMBURG at 0530 I was standing 
in the ruins of my house. My heart stood 
still in my mouth. It was here that I lived 
with my wife and children in peace and 
comfort. Who is to blame for all of this? 
The English? The Americans? Or the 
Nazis? Had a Hitler not come, there 
would have been no war. If the Nazis 
hadn't talked so big. or put on such a  

show, or rattled so with the saber, we 
would have had peace with those who 
are our enemies today. Had we retained 
democracy in Germany we would be in 
understanding with England and the 
United States. It was with these 
thoughts that I stood before my ruined 
home. 

"On the 16th of December, about 0530 
in the morning we attacked. I shall 
march once more through Belgium and 
France, but I don't have the smallest de-
sire to do so. My Platoon was in Regi-
mental reserve for AT defense. On the 
way we found enough rations and ciga-
rettes from the Americans. It was very 
good that we had this because our sup-
ply lines gave us nothing. I can't sup-
press my surprise at how much the 
Americans have to eat. The way they 
care for their troops is entirely new to us 
Germans. 
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" On the 19th of December we had our 
first contact with American tanks at BM 
522 for ST. VITH. We had many 
losses. I saw for the first time the fire-
power of a tank. The infantry attacked. 
In our platoon we had many killed. I 
marvel at my escape. 

"We spent two days and nights in a fox-
hole with no food. On the 21st of De-
cember at 4 o'clock in the afternoon the 
attack of St. Vith started. But we get 
through in spite of it. At night we are in 
St. Vith. We dig in. It is snowing and 
raining. I am thoroughly wet. In the 
early morning we go back to the city 
and again had lots to eat, because the 
American have left much behind. At 
night we marched a few kilometers, then 
the American artillery started again. 
Comrade Hans and I were alone. Next to 
me is a comrade whose left arm is off. I 
gave him first aid. 

SECRET 
Page 2 of Annex No. 5 to G-2 Periodic 

Report No. 51 106 Inf Div Page 2 

"About 20 meters ahead of us are the 
Americans. Suddenly our platoon leader 
is with us. We join him. We pass a 
house. There are a couple of men stand-
ing around a tank. Suddenly one yells 
loudly, "Oh, the Germans." We ran in 
the other direction. They discovered us 
at the other side of the railroad track and 
we received a terrific mortar fire. Bren-
ner and I ran into a house. In the cellar is 
a wounded Lieutenant. A medic is with 
him. The house is hit suddenly, but the 
cellar remains safe. I went out and dis-
covered an American tank in front of the 
house with a crowd of Americans. We 
remained very quiet. In the morning the 
Americans had gone. Shortly afterward  

we located our company in a village. A 
cup of coffee and crackers from the 
Americans. We are soon on the move 
again. 

"The night is quiet and in the morning 
we are in a chateau in a valley near a 
small Belgian village. In the mountains 
beyond the Americans are dug in. We 
don't care for that. We only look for a 
place to sleep. During the night the 
Americans annoyed us with artillery fire 
and it rained mortar shells. We are drink-
ing real coffee with milk and sugar. Sud-
denly we are called and told that we are 
going back for a rest. Hans remarked it 
was the best Christmas present ever. But 
our happiness is short, for the next day 
we go back again. Ach! If this idiotic 
war would end! Why should I fight? It 
only goes for the existence of the Nazis. 
The superiority of our enemy is so great 
that it is senseless to fight against it. 

"We are in a village, we are beaten 
down to the last one-quarter of the com-
pany. The village is called WANNE. 
The heavy artillery is firing at us. This 
evening we go to STAVELOT. Be-
tween us and the town there is only a lit-
tle river. We are in a cellar. We don't go 
out by day, only at night to stand guard. 
We are called a supporting point. We 
are only a couple of men. If our enemy 
only knew how thin our lines is! 

"On 30 December an enemy combat pa-
trol took our Sgt (Feldwebel) and two 
men. It is ghostly at night here..." 

Taken from a pocket notebook of 
HEINZ TRAMMLER, Pvt, 

Wermacht, killed near 
HENUMONT, BELGIUM 13 Jan 45 
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Anderson, Jr., L.C. 81st ENG/HQ 
28 White Bridge Rd 

Nashville, TN 37205 

615-353-1826 

I was in the S-2 Section, Headquar-
ters, 81st Engineers and attended a 50th 
Anniversary Reunion of the Bulge Vet-
erans in December 1994. While I was 
there I met two 106th men who said The 
CUB was still being published and the 
organization was well and alive. 
(L.C. I see that Sherod Collins sent you an 
address for Captain Loren Souers. I checked 
my PROPHONE CD-Rom Disk and could not 
find a Grant 0 Dobbs. I did find a couple 
names which I sent you. Glad you met the 
106ers in Belgium. Welcome back to the 
106th. .. J. Kline) 

 

Nowak, Casimir M. (Charley) 422/B 
7940 Wells 

Riverside, CA 92503 

Retired from AMTRAK 1986 after 
20 years. Worked at Rock Island Rail-
road in Chicago 20 years. 

  

  

DeMarzo, Joseph L. 422/HQ 
90 Pembrook Dr.  

Yonkers, NY 10710 

  

 

Deck, Robert B. 4231C 
3916 N.W. 32nd Ave 

Miami, FL 33142-5010 

305-633-8755 

John, I enjoyed our chat the other 
day. Hope to meet you in Orlando. I 
submit an optimistic LIFE MEMBER-
SHIP with a six year old quadruple 
by-pass. I am a widower, so address my 
mail to the business address above. 

 

     

 

Barello, Joseph J. 423/G 
2701 Glenwood Ave 

Joliet, IL 60435 

815-744-223 

My First Sergeants name was Rifle-
man, at that time 27 years of age. I was 
18 when I joined the 106th in early 
March 1945. We cleaned the pockets at 
Lorient and St. Nazaire. I am a brick-
layer - Local 14 - Joliet, Illinois. 
(Editor's Note - Joe, Sgt Rifleman died two or 
three years ago. He lived in Wisconsin at the 
time of his death... J. Kline) 

 

  

Emmert, Phyllis ASSOC. 

   

  

834 Monroe Ave 
I lagerstown, MD 21740 

(Editor's Note - Phyllis is the widow of David 
Emmert. David appears in St. Vith: A Lion in 
the Way in the photo section as a snow-en-
crusted GI. David was a 424/HQ "wire-
man."... J. Kline) 

 

  

Falkenheimer, William C. 422/M 
408 Georgia Street 
Vidalia, LA 71373 

I am a retired Judge. I was not 
aware of the 106th active Association 
until recently when Dr. James Clark of 
the 590th FAB and Wesley Caldwell, 
432rd Headquarters, both from 
Natchez, Mississippi, contacted me and 
let me see a copy of The CUB. I will not 
be able to attend the Orlando reunion, 
but hope to attend another later. 

I was captured near Auw (I think), 
went to Stalag 9-B, Bad Orb, then later 
to Hammelburg. I was liberated by the 
4th Armored and then recaptured when 

 

BELLENS, Jr, Stan C. ASSOCIATE 
rue Jules Distr, 2/1 

B4040 1 lerstal, BELGIUM 

(Stan BELLENS and Pierre MAWET are in 
charge of the CRIBA Committee that drive 
U.S. Vets that go to Belgium. They have in 
their group several people who speak Eng-
lish. Stan purchased the book, The CUB of 
the Golden Lion: PASSES in REVIEW and 
joined us an ASSOCIATE members. Wel-
come Stan. I hope to see you this September 
when I visit Belgium... J. Kline) 
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the "Raid" disintegrated; then Ham-
melburg to Nuremburg (train) then to 
Moosburg (walking). Liberated May '45. 

Because information given from 
the time we landed at Rouen to my 
capture was scant I have read many 
publications about the Bulge in an at-
tempt to find out what happened and 
why. The early books by Merriman and 
Eisenhower did not enlighten me about 
the particulars of my situation. To-
land's gave me more data, including a 
footnote describing the situation near 
Auw. The more recent works by Pallud, 
McDonald and others have been better. 
I found the reappraisal by Whiting, The 
Last Assault, to be very interesting, but 
I can't say that I agree with, or accept 
his theory. 
(Editor's Note - Judge Falkenheimer, Wel-
come back to the 106th. Hopefully by now 
you have received the papers I sent with the 
welcome letter. The "book list" contains a 
couple books that you did not mention. St. 
Vith: A Lion in the Way is known as the 106th 
Infantry Division history - recommended 
reading. The CUB of the Golden Lion: Passes 
in REVIEW is a compilation of many of the 
stories that appeared in The CUB since Sep-
tember 1946. There are only 20 copies of that 
book left. Nearly 2,150 were printed. Place 
your order with our Treasurer, Sherod Col-
lins, and read up on what they troops had to 
say all these years. Collin's address is on the 
inside front cover of every CUB... J. Kline) 

Gilles, James D. 590/HQ 
E877 Lauritzen Ln 

Waupaca, WI 54981 

715-258-6829 

Graham, Paul H. 422/H 
680 Serenity Dr.  

Meadville, PA 16335 

814-336-5117 

I recently met and became friends 
with John Robb (Memorial Chairman,  

Past-President of the 106th Associa-
tion) he gave me a couple of old CUBs 
and convinced me to join the Associa-
tion, of which I was unaware that it 
existed. 

I was in the machine-gun squad 
with Hartbanks and Pudlaski. Cap-
tured 19 December '44, our box-car 
strafed on Christmas Eve, Stalag 4-B, 
Miihlberg (Werdau?). After 37 years in 
the banking business I retired in 1987. 
Took a part-time position on the 
County Common Pleas Court. My wife 
Shirley and I have a son and daughter 
and three grandchildren. It would be 
nice to hear from any person who re-
members me. 

Greene, LTC (AUS Ret) John G. 
ASSOCIATE 

NSA PSC 79, Box 1658 
APO AE 09724 

(Editor's Note - John is the President of the 
Reserve Officers Association of Benelux 
(ROA), and resides near Brussels, Belgium. 
Refer to pages 19 - 24 of the JAN-FEB-MAR 
1995 CUB about the Eric Wood Memorial. 
John is mentioned on pages 21, 22 and 
appears in a photo on the bottom of page 23 
(on the far right). He is a close friend of Adda 
and Willi RIKKEN who are CRIBA members. 
A small group of us are traveling to the Ar-
dennes battle area to meet with our Belgian 
friends of CRIBA, Andre' HUBERT and 
members of his CRIBA organization. 
Also we have established contact with a Ger-
man Veterans group and shall visit with them 
(their invitation) during our trip to Belgium and 
Germany. 
Ltc John Greene will be a participant in all the 
meetings that we will attend. 
I am looking forward to learning more about 
John and the activities of the ROA. . 
I'll make a report in the next CUB about our 
September 95 European travels ...J. Kline) 
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Jennings, Charles F. 106 MP 
5110 West 60th St.  

Davenport. IA 52806 

319-391-4793 

I joined the 106th in June of 1944. 
Stay until the war ended then was trans-
ferred to the 505th MPs in Vienna, Aus-
tria. Discharged March 1946 at Camp 
McCoy, Wisconsin. 

 

Peters, David J. 422/K 

  

  

457 Homing Rd 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236-3315 

412-833-1078 

 

  

Pilcher, William E. ASSOCIATE 
1716 Saunders Way 

Glen Burnie, MD 21061-4330 

(Editor's Note - William's address show "SFC 
USA (Ret) and he was directed in our direc-
tion by Ted Slaby of the 423 l&R Platoon. He 
ordered The CUB of the Golden Lion: 
PASSES in REVIEW, also at the advisement 
of Slaby. Welcome William to the 106th In-
fantry Division Association... J. Kline) 

    

 

Jones, Thomas A. 423/HQ 2BN 
10605 Moore Dr 

Manassas, VA 22111-2929 

703-335-6790 

 

Love, Ebenezer P. 422/HQ 
617 Carolina Ave 

Gastonia, NC 28052 

1 was a member of the 423rd I&R 
Platoon. I was an Association member 
in 1988 and want my membership re-
instated. 

    

 

Peterson, Alex W. 423/HQ l&R Platoon 
13830 Casa Linda Dr. W.  

Sun City West, AZ 85375-5453 

602-584-8653 

I began my service with activation 
of the 106th Infantry Division in Fort 
Jackson, South Carolina on March 15, 
1943, as a scout in the 2nd squad and 
served until November 20, 1943. 

My service after the 106th was pri-
marily in training as an aerial gunner at 
the Las Vegas, Nevada gunnery school. 
I then became part of a combat crew in 
B-17's and was assigned to the 384th 
Bomb Group, 545th Bomb Squadron, 
8th Air Force in England as a tail-gun-
ner. 

Near the end of the war I trained as 
a navigator and received a DR Naviga-
tion Certificate. Honorably Discharged 
on April 16,1946 with the rank of Staff 
Sergeant. 

I enlisted in the Air Force reserve 
in June 1947 and was Honorably Dis-
charged with the rank of 1st Lt. 

I worked for Standard Oil in mar-
keting Distribution for the Chicago 
Branch. I lived in Deerfield, Illinois. I 

 

Mehr, Joseph 0. 424/1 

  

 

66 Brookside Dr.  
North Kingstown, RI 02852 

401-884-4877 

Hello to you all - I am sorry it has 
taken so long to get "back to you." I am 
on a vacation from work and am tidying 
up loose ends for myself and my hus-
band Joseph. 

He is unable to use his right arm due 
to a stroke, after surgery, three years 
ago. He has some speech difficulty, but 
makes himself understood. I am home 
evenings, in case you would like to call. 
Need information on Orlando Reunion. 
We are members of the national and 
Local Veterans of the battle of the 
Bulge. 
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was later transferred to Huntington, In-
diana as Terminal Manager of a new 
Anhydrous Ammonia terminal. While 
living in Huntington I was a member of 
the Rotary Club and served as President 
in 1975-76. 

After retiring we moved to Sun City 
West, Arizona in 1987. Evelyn and I 
have been married 41 years and have 
three sons, one is married and we have 
one grandson. 

I am an Elder of the Desert Palms 
Presbyterian Church. In addition am 
active in three local organizations; In-
diana Club, Scandinavian Club and 
Stam Am retirement Club. I am a Past-
President of each of those clubs. 

My primary activity is playing golf 
as a member of the Briarwood Country 
Club in Sun City West. 

Rice, Cyril B. 424/K 
7907 Kentland Ave 

Canoga Park, CA 91304-4609 
818-702-9949 

On 17 March 1943 I left Michigan 
and proceeded to Fort Sheridan, Illi-
nois, then on to Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina. It was late March and the 
106th Infantry Division was being acti-
vated. I started my basic Training with 
"K" Company, 424th Regiment. 

In December 1943 I was transferred 
to the Air Force. After gunnery school 
and flight training I became a top-turret 
gunner on a B-24 Liberator bomber. 
Flying from a base in Italy on a mission 
over Austria (25 July 1944), our plane 
was badly damaged by enemy fighters 
and flak. We parachuted into to Austria 
and spent the next ten months in Ger-
man prison camps... 

Risberg, Duane V. 423/H4 
5509 Elliot Ave So. 

Minneapolis, MN 55417 
612-824-9964 

(Editor's Note - Another 423rd l&R Platoon 
man back in the group. Duane, who I have 
not yet met personally, have had several nice 
phone chats. He and I intend to fly together 
to Orlando for the Reunion. I know his 423rd 
l&R Platoon comrades will give him a BIG 
welcome... J. Kline) 

Russell, Alden F. 424/13 
20892 St. Lawrence Park Rd 

Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 
315-482-2319 

Shaw, Robert M. 424/H 
418 Scott St. 

Algonquin, IL 60102 
I was on active duty 15 Oct 1940 

with the 108th Infantry of the 27th Di-
vision. Trained at Fort McClellan, Ala-
bama and shipped out of San Francisco 
in March 1942. Returned to the States 
in march 1943 to attend OCS at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. Assigned to 424/H 
in June 1944. Left the 424th in July and 
was sent to Nice, France for duty in the 
R&R Headquarters. Discharged in 
February 1945. Every year in Decem-
ber the memories come back. I served 
with as fine a group of men that you 
could find anywhere. They had nerve 
and guts beyond any description... 

Sherman, Jack 422JH4 
33 Foxborough Lane 

Rochester, NY 14618-5419 
For 50 years I wondered what hap-

pened to my buddies from the 106th. 
Well, the enclosed letter from Skip 
Friedman will explain that. Never 
dreamed there was a magazine and As-
sociation and things like that. 

New Members 
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I joined the Division at Camp Atter-
bury in April 1944. Spent some time in 
Stalag 4-B. Miihlberg. There are so 
many questions that I would like an-
swered. Let me know what to do. 
(Editor's Note - Jack, when I received notice 
of you joining from Sherod Collins, our Treas-
urer, I sent a packet of information which 
included a "Book Review," a list of books that 
will help you understand what went on. St. 
Vith: A Lion in the Way is known as our 
"History Book." The CUB of the Golden Lion: 
PASSES in REVIEW, is a compilation of 185 
CUB magazine articles from 1947 through 
mid-1991, which should bring you up to date. 
There are two other books listed in the left 
column of that list - Hugh Coles book - one of 
a series of the "US Army in World War II" 
produced by The Superintendent of Docu-
ments. Washington D.C. It is entitled The 
Ardennes: Battle of the Bulge. Also Charles 
B. MacDonald A TIME FOR TRUMPETS: 
The untold story of the Battle of the Bulge. 
(That's the book that brought me back to the 
106th in 1987). We have only 30 copies left 
of The CUB of the Golden Lion: PASSES in 
REVIEW. if you want one, better order it at a 
steal price of $18.50 ppd. Read all those and 
you will become an expert. We have several 
of those in our organization (just joking...) 
See you... J. Kline) 

Smith, Catherine E. ASSOCIATE 
PO Box 3912 

No. Myrtle Beach, SC 29582 
803-249-4338 

I. am the sister of Reuben Hay (de-
ceased) Born in Columbia, S.C., a Sears 
retiree, moved to South Carolina in 
1993 -Hobbies: Travel, cooking, sew-
ing and gardening. A Methodist, I teach 
Adult Church Class - love to study Bi-
ble and Bible History.. 
(Catherine, it was so nice to see your appli-
cation in the mail. Reuben Hay, 423/M (same 
company as me) was a special friend and 
comrade. We will all miss him at the reunions 
and on the phone. Hope to get in a golf game  

in your city, one of these days... J. Kline) 

Tacker, Frank 589/HQ 
4405 Glendale Square 

Nashville, TN 37204-4114 
615-385-9281 

Washburn, Leighton A. 106 MP 
88A Main Street 

Northboro, MA 01532 
508-393-9495 

Gill, I apologize for not getting 
back to you sooner, but my daughter 
and I were trying to find the old CUB 
in which my picture appeared ( Issue 
#2, 1947). This is no small feat since 
we have moved in together and don't 
have everything organized, yet. 

I appreciate you sending the copies 
of The CUB, both of us have enjoyed 
reading them. They are a very well 
done publication. 

I spent most of my life living in 
Central New Hampshire working for 
the New England Telephone Company. 
I have four daughters and one son. I 
now live in Massachusetts with my 
first-born, a Bulge Baby born January 
17, 1945. Signed Leighton 

P.S. A note form the Bulge Baby. 
Four years ago, after 46 years of sepa-
ration, my Dad and I were reunited. He 
and my Mom divorced shortly after the 
war. 

We feel blessed to have had this 
opportunity to know each other and this 
winter I had the great joy of attending 
the 50th Commemoration of the Bulge 
in St. Louis with him. I wouldn't have 
missed it for anything - What a wonder-
ful experience! 

Incidentally, he made me wear a big 
button that said, "Bulge Baby." signed 
Lina Gerber 
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(Editor's Note - If you should, by chance, 
have CUB No. 2, 1947 look on page 39 and 
view Leighton's picture. The caption says, 
"Leighton A. Washburn, of Bartlett, NH was 
a Plc with the 106th MP Platoon. Before 
joining the 106th he served in Italy and in 
Northern France. ...." Sorry Leighton, but the 
picture would not reproduce to my satisfac-
tion... J. Kline) 

Robert L. Woods 423/A 
1717 No. Page Ave 

Oklahoma City, OK 7311 

Submitted by Rev. Robert Clark, 
423/A.... 
(Editor's Note - Robert Clark wrote that he 
had learned that 423/A veterans Pfc Wm J. 
Lewandoski 423/A had died in 1978 and that 
Lt. Wm K Burgess 423/A had died in June of 
1969. He notes that Lewandoski allegedly 
had some connection with the kitchen inci-
dent at Stalag 4-B and that Burgess was 
designated to direct 423rd 's First Battalion 
retreat from the positions on the Schneifel. 

Thiel, Leon 423/G 
301 Hickory Hollow Lane 

Brenham, TX 77833 

409-836-2731 

Taken prisoner 19 Dec 1944, in-
terned in Stalag 4-B briefly, held in an 
old barn like structure. Worked as a 
carpenter after the war, attended Blinn 
College. Married Nancy Curtis in 1950, 
Graduated from Blinn and started a 
Custom Home business in the mid-
50's. Worked as a General Contractor 
until the late 80's, raised registered 
Brahman cattle. We had one son, Troy, 
born 1966. Semi-retired now, raise cat-
tle, and still do some construction 
work. Will be 70 in September 1995. 
Hobbies: includes gardening, deer 
hunting and deep sea fishing... 

CI 00000 CI 

See below - Pfc Leon Thiel, 423/G on far left- while in Basic Training, submitted by his son, Troy 
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Earl E. Coppock 423/1 	 106 North E Street, Marion, IN 46952 

Earl passed away May 24, 1995. He was a life long resident of Marion, Indiana. Born Au-
gust 13, 1925, he is survived by his widow, Margot E. (Hays), three sons, three daughters, three 
sisters, 12 grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

A man of many accomplishments. The family records show that he earned three Purple 
Hearts, a Combat Infantry Badge, Presidential Citation, French Cross with one start, Belgium 
Cross, Good Conduct medal, European Ribbon with four stars, Victory Ribbon, American Cam-
paign Ribbon, POW Ribbon - He was a POW in Stalag 4-B. He was a member of several Serv-
ice Organizations. 

A Golden Gloves boxer during 1943 while in rifle training at Camp Blanding, Florida. A 
semi-professional wrestler who was known as "Masked Marvel" in the 1960's. He was a Boy 
Scout Leader from 1952-54. His vocation ran in the automotive body shop trade. He managed 
and owned several shops. 

Billy E. Fletcher 424/AT 	 2656 Frink Street, Scranton, PA 18504 

Died April 21, 1995. No further details. 

Robert P. Fitzgerald 81st ENG/A 	 521 So. Linden Ave, Waynesboro, VA 22980 

Robert passed away on June 22, 1995. His daughter said he died of complications of sugar 
diabetes. She notified John Collins, who notified Gus Agostini. 

Rev. Isham Harris, Jr. 423/H 	 PO Box 205, White Creek, TN 37189 

Eleanor, Isham's wife informed Dr. John Robb that !sham died on April 19, 1995 at St 
Thomas Hospital of a brain tumor. he recovered nicely from a hip replacement in October. 
What he thought to be nervousness, as he addressed Christmas Cards, turned out to be a malig-
nancy. 

Eleanor says, "He was so proud of his service to his country. He was a member of the 
American Legion, as well as to the 106th Association. He died on our 51st Wedding Anniver-
sary." 

He is survived his wife Ruth Eleanor (Poole), daughter, a son, a sister and several grandchil-
dren. He had the honor to address the 106th Infantry Division Association at two of the Annual 
Reunions. 

Joseph A. Kahle'', Jr. 424/L 	 26 So. Lee St, York PA 
Joseph's brother, Gerald informed us of his death on April 28, 1995 

Oscar Pawasarat 331 MED/A 	 1912 So. 25 St, Sheboygan, WI 53081 

His wife Margaret informed us that Oscar passed away on March 19, 1995. His membership 
in the Association was short, he joined in 1994, but he did enjoy the Rapid City, South Dakota 
reunion. He met new friends and enjoyed them. He was Past Commander of the VFW Post 
1230 Sheboygan. He is survived by his wife Marge, four children, John, Mark, Jim and Jane 
and four grandchildren. 

May They Rest in Peace 
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Vive la Belgique! 


