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From; Petd Holise <pete_house@email.msn.com>

Tog bgldasoh@sd.cybernex.net <bgleason@sd.cybernex.net>
Die: Sunday}March 28, 1999 4:.27 PM

Subject: Re: ‘story on Hank Biegler

Dear Bonnie,

Thank you for taking the time to type and send Biegler's story. It is my
guess that he was sent to Stalag 9B along with your dad and close to 3000
others. And he was moved to Stalag 9A with your dad.

| do have him in our data base. He died sometime around 1988 according to
his widow Joan Cournoyer. She was living in Pierre SD. And he was in your
dad's 28th Infantry Division.

But you have provided additional information and it will be in the package
that goes to the National Prisoner of War Museum in Andersonville, GA.

If you ever get the chance plan on visiting Andersonville. It is southwest
of Atlanta. Andrsonville should be a meca for all POWs and their families.

Sincerely,

Pete House

-—---Qriginal Message-----

From: Bonnie & David Gleason <bgleason@sd.cybernex.net>
To: Pete House <pete house@email.msn.com>

Date: Saturday, March 27, 1999 9:03 PM

Subject: story on Hank Biegler

Pete,
Here is the story | retyped and had sent to Chuck Hopkins:

>The Times - Enterprise

>Number 44 Volume 63  Wessington, Beadle County, South Dakota,
Friday,

>May 18, 1945

>

>headline

>

3CPL. Bielger Tells About Being Prisoner of War

>

> "Cornflakes was the first thing | had to eat after leaving prison
>camp and they were delicious, | mean delicious. | really barreled into
>them," says Cpl. Henry Biegler who came home last week after beinga -
>German prisoner of war for over three months.
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> Cpl. Henry Biegler, a member of the 28th Division, was captured by
>the Germans in a cellar the night of Dec. 17, 1944. He had sensed all day
>that something was going to happen because things just were not going
>right. He and a group of soldiers entered a town and sort of made their
>way through it from building to building until evening when they took

>refuge in a cellar where they were safe from bombing.

> With very little ammunition there was not much they could do but

>wait and hope. There was only one entrance to the cellar which reduced the
>means of escape if they were found.

> As they heard the German soldiers coming through the town they
>thought maybe they could make a get-away. As one soldier left the cellar
>he said something about the German officer being near by and the next thing
>heard was a shot from the German's gun. The officer ordered them to
>surrender or be killed. The soldiers marched out of the cellar into German
>hands.

> The prisoners were walked three days and three nights without food
>and were forced to carry the wounded. They had none or little rest at
>night. Every once in a while they would be told if they marched two or
>three hours longer there would be food for them but there never was any.
>At the end of the three days and nights they did receive a third of a loaf

>of bread and some marmalade.

> Then they were put on a train and rode for four days and four

>nights. No food was had. No facilities of any kind to wash.

> After arriving at the prison camp they were asked a long list of
>questions by the German intelligence officers. When Cpl. Biegler refused
>to answer such questions as: "What did you do before you entered the army,
>and what is you(r) mother's maiden name”, his jacket and sweater were
>jerked from his body. This took place outdoors in weather ten degrees
>below zero. Bielger said he really got cold before he was sent to the
>barracks. There his sweater and jacket were returned to him.

> The barracks were made of stone and three decks high. Two had to
>sleep on a deck meant for one. There was not room enough for the two to
>lie on their backs at the same time. When one moved the other one had to
>move accordingly. The hard surface was covered with wood excelsior ticking
>infested with lice. Bielger says that his hips still snow where he was
>bruised from sleeping on the stone surface. They had only a blanket for
>covering in there unheated barracks.

> When asked about clothes the answer was that he had the same ones
>on day and night all the time he was in prison. He said that he did wash
>the collar of his shirt once in a while. He had to do the washing in cold
>water. There was no soap.

> A shower and a delousing were allowed once a month. He seldom
>shaved because there was no hot water or soap and after losing 40 pounds he
>said that his cheek bones protruded so much that it was real misery to try
>to shave over them.

> For breakfast prisoners were given something called tea. Some used
>it for shaving because it was hot. At noon came the thin soup made out of
>tops of beets, turnips, barley, rutabagas and potatoes with very little

>meat of uncertain origin. Three times a week there were pine needles in
>the soup. Biegler said that some boys ate the soup just as brought in but
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>that he picked out the needles and often pieces of bark. Two times a week
>soup made from soy beans was served. He said that when he was licking the
>platter clean it made him think of the mash served to hogs in the United
>States. Often at noon an average - sized tub of soup was brought in and
>from it 90 had to be served.
> Toward evening a loaf of bread was brought in to serve six men six
>nights a week and ten men one night a week. Dividing this bread was
>another ordeal because one or the other was afraid that one's piece would
>be larger. Members of the group would take turns from day to day in
>cutting it. Nearly always there were motions made to fight but they did
>not amount to much because of weakness each one could swing once or twice.
>This bread was soggy and wet and some means of toasting it had to be
>improvised before it could be eaten. They were not allowed anything with
>which to make a fire. The prisoners would dig up tree stumps and use just
>enough to toast their small portion of bread. Bielger said that he cut his
>overshoes up and burned a part at a time for toasting his bread. The
>prisoners detected sawdust in the bread.
> French men did the cooking. When asked why they were the cooks
>Biegler said the thought it was because of the shortage of help. French
>are supposed to be good cooks but there was nothing much to cook.
> The guards were Germans who had been wounded in action. Brutality
>was prevalent in the camp and a bit rough at times but Bielger had really
>expected it to be worse.
> No contagious disease broke out in this camp which was a blessing
>because nothing could have been done to stop its spread because of the lack
>of medical supplies.
> Nothing much for entertainment could be done because the prisoners
>were too weak to try anything that would reduce their strength. Some days
>were spent in bed to keep warm. There were men in all walks of life and so
>among them classes were planned and different ones lectured on their
>occupations and professions. These proved interesting. Their thoughts
>would turn to food. Even recipes were written. Bielger says he has
>several. One is for milky way pie which is really ridiculous.
> Once they attended a movie which was in French. It was interpreted
>for them. Pictures of food appeared and the sight of food tortured the
>men's minds so that the movie did more harm than good.
> From the Stars and Stripes, a newspaper of the armed forces, of
>April 3, 1945 are taken the following three paragraphs:
> The Yanks received no Red Cross boxes during their 103 days, but

- >shared French Red Cross boxes with French P(O)Ws interned in the same
>Stalag. All told there were more than 2,000 British and Dominion, 1,000
>Russians and 300 Poles and French soldiers in the 20-acre installation.
> The corporal devised an intricate system of a daily newspaper,
>"whisper copy" style. The British prisoners already in the camp, who had
>been forced to march 300 miles, had brought with them two crystal sets,
>each broken down into little parts to fool the inspecting guards. They
>reassembled the two crystal sets and picked up BBC.
> When the Sixth Arm'd Division began to drive north toward Kassel,
>the Germans were fidgety according o the Joes, and issued an order to move
>out Good Friday morning. During the night before, more than a hundred
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>escape attemptsiwere made with one fatality. A check the next morning
>showed more,that one hundred absent nevertheless. In order to stall the
>movement, "all he Joes faked sickness," the corporal said.

> March 30 was liberation day for this prison camp. Planes began to
>come in five hours after liberation to take those in the worse condition to
>hospitals. Biegler was among those who volunteered to wait because there
>were many others more severely affected by malnutrition. His turn to leave
>the camp arrived April 12. He was able to walk to the plane but had to be
>helped up the steps to board the pane. At the hospitals they received the
>best of treatment and food. He arrived in the Untied States May 5 and has
>a 60- day furlough. he had gained about 30 pounds since liberation. he
>will report July 12 at Hot Springs, Ark.

> Henry Biegler, second son of Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Biegler, was
>inducted into the army in December, 1941. He received his training in
>communications in various camps before being sent overseas a year ago. He
>was in England a short time and landed in France during the middie of July.
>From then until he was captured he was in heavy combat. His duties were
>to keep the communication lines in order. The enemy would cut the lines
>and then sit in hiding to wait and watch for the repair man to come along.
>Many of the repair men never did return when sent out on these errands. Of
>course, the German lines were cut, too, and the same tactics were used.
>For three days before Biegler was captured he had not eaten anything
>because he was so busy, nervous and worried that he had not cared to eat.
> When asked what day he was liberated always replies, "Good
>Friday." He says that March 30 will always remain in his mind as a good
>Friday.

>

>retyped as close as possible to the original by

> Bonnie Gleason Dec. 9,

1998
>
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Oarporsl A. P. Todd, Tormerly
of Pentose and, well known through-
out this part of Colorado as & star
basketball player ai Western State.
for two years, was married on Bept.:
21 to Miss Lorraine Brem of Gil-,
ray, California. !

The cercmony was performed at
Bt. Stephen's Episcopal church at,
B otlock that evening, with the
altar of the church decarated withy
with gladioll and with chrysan-,
themums. The bride, who was
given in merriage by her father,
Hewry Brem, wore a white uunl
wedding gown, styled with roundiog,
‘weckine, long sleeves, tight boM:
amd a short train. Her rl.nta'm'
il was held tohq-head.byl‘
Uare of seed pearls. Bhe carried;
#» bouquet of gardenias and white
asters, and in the center was an
erahid.

Acting as matron of honor was
Mrs. Elgin Thomas, while the bride-
groom was nttended by Corp. Hank
) Bigxler as best man and with an-

- other friend in the service, Pfe,
LOP? a\he ”%PL\N\, N:;ecot':;l! acting as usher,
. bride is the daughter of Mr.
w Srany 0% Naw ¥°\.K s, and Mrs. Henry Brem. After grad-
“OUS‘ Ca\%oq.\ Celr 5 uating from the Gilroy schools, she

compieted a coutse at a beautican | - . )

school in Ban Prancisco. and isi \'o"‘\“e' yem t‘OOb

employed at Lucille’s Beauty Balon, Recloe Nev FoiKs ar.
. ~ . Corp. T4 ix the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Wi . Tudd of Wimingtan,
Calif, who urt! last spring had
made their home {n Penrose for
over 2 yemrs. Mr. Willlam Todd
was caretaker at the Brush Hollow|
reeervolr for the Beaver Park)
company for many years. A(tati
graduating from high school, Com.l
Todd attended Western Btate col-.

t

lege at Cunnison, and & Dow.
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By IVAN H. PETERMAN

N the scatfered unita of the 28th In-

fantry Division painfully reasaembled after

the Baitle of the Bulge in December, 1944,

they had a vital delaying action to their credit, a

fearful casualty list and some strong convictions

about the Uniled Statea Army’s infantry replace-
ment syatem.

The 28th had more concentrated experience with
replacements than moet. Although the division had
been in action less than aix months, this would be
the third time it had been obliged to rebuild with
individuals raw from the replacement depots. Three
timea the 28th had been smack in the road of a

The 28th Division was in-
variably in the way of the
enemy’s major offensives. But
the Keystone boys always
came through, to earn out-
right victories or gallant de-
feats, and the nickname of
Bloody Bucket Division.

major German counteroffensive—~in Normandy, in

the Hiirtgen Forest, and now in the Ardennes.
The 28th by no means rolled over and gave up on
any of these occasiona. But it took losses. The
Ardennes onslaught, worst of the lot, caught the
division when it was in a supposedly quiet sector,
resting and fitting in the replacements for its
Hiirtgen casualties. For four days, unrelieved, un-
reported and unsung, it fought the rear-guard
action for the whole United States 1st Army.

Its Ardennes trinls provided many lessona re-
garding the replacement system, designed by the
Army to maintain quickly ite efficient combat
strength. Under this method, instead of moving up
a whole new unit to replace a depleted company or

«
» .. - . wa

battalion, Command rushed truckloads of individ-
uals to fill the gaps. They went immediately into
tine.

The method was fast. However, in the opinfon
of many a divisional commander in Europe, such
green newcomers were little beiter than cannon
fodder. Correspondents heard Maj. Gen. Clarence
Huebner, of the 1st Division, plead with higher
headquarters to keep untried freshmen out of his
area. “*We haven’t time to dig graves,” be said.
“Theee hoys don't last long enough to reach the
foxholes.”
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They Took the Nazis Sunday Punch

Now, in January, 1945, the battered 28th’s Maj.:
Gen. Norman D. Cota went to Supreme Headquar-
tera with a proposition., |

“You need a reserve division badly,” he said.
*] have the better part of two regiments, the rem-
nant of a third—all thoroughly battle-teained. Give
me some replacements and new equipment, please.
I'll give you the division.”

In a forinight the 28th waa ready again, went on
to a new triumph at Colmar. More than a year
later, recuperating himself at Valley Forge Hospital,
Cota told how be would have preferred those re-
placements, based on events in the Hiirtgen and
Ardennes. ’ i

“I believe American infantrymen should be
trained as combat teams. I would have twenty or
twenty-five to the group, each under its own ser;
geant, who would be something like a sooutmasterj
Not that we want any Boy Scout methods. These
teams would be tough, self-sufficient, easily inter:
changeable battle units. The noncommissioned offi
cer would be a combat veteran svho would eat, sleep
and travel with his men. He would know every
capability, every weakness, every specialty of each
one. When the time came Lo rebuild a unit, replace;
ments would come up in teams. They would have
confidence in their leader and each other. They
wouldn't arrive at the (Continued an Poage J‘9i
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\0 ! 2,194 o 'fhe 28th kept rolling on. In Novem-

" ber it was in the H Forgst. Then .
In three days the 28th Divisionhad came a dovasthtitig Cerman counter-
three commanding generals. First Gen- drive. In fourteen furious days the.. °
eral Brown was re ieved. The next da - Bloody Bucket warriors captured three Rl
his successor, Brig. Gen. James k. towns, thrust ae far as idt and
Wharton, was shot through the bead inflicted 4000 casualties on the ensmy. R
zyamper.‘l‘hethixdday,(}emal . But in the end they were lucky to get -

ota, 8 New Englander from the 20th - out. Whan it was ail over, the &hrtgen - .

Division, moved over to the 28th to Forest had produced beavier American

st% " loswos per rﬁuaxe milo thas say other
28th rebounded from the first sector assaulted by the United States
shock to earn its “Bloody Bucket” 1at Army.
nickname. It captured 2000 crack en- ; As has already ‘related at
emy troops. Lt. Col. Jay Cooke, Re- Jength, the 28th rebuilt after its Hiirt-
publican leader of Philadelphia, lost an D gen battering, only to worse ;
eye in the fighting outside Percy. Pvt. ’{ , punishment in the Ardenie. " hé divis
Claude Griggs, of Gainesvilie, i gion rebuilt again. Early in 1045, re- .
got a cluster of eight Germans with one constructed as much as pomsible along
rifie grenade.’ Lt. Bill Hall sneaked his . the lincs General Cota had’‘recom-
platoon up Hill 210 to destroy & com- ~ mended, with green replataments 7
manding Nazi position. Warfare had goupod around combat veterknm, the .o
begun for the 28th Division; Andsohad ivision went back in the line, in the,
battie casualties and the endlesssiream _French 1st Army sector on the Colmar-
of replacements. - . gllnm. The Germans, learning the’
Soon the 28th was off in. the trium- oody Bucket boys were back, he' !,
phant Allied sweep across’ France. It the temarity to print insulting hant
aused outside Paris, which_ xh};_gt,h billy which they shot into the 28tk

nfantry Division had  belped’ ¥
three days before. When thep& X
orders to move again, it

. lines: J3We licked you at.Mortain. I
the Hilt{gen Forest, And again in tlf
2 Ardmmu'ye are ready and welcorrs

full array through Paris, the Fask’® you again. R
only American division tof e The Z8th needed no goadi to st
through the French capital du 2 evening its score with the Naais.

entire war. A February 1;1945, with the 109th Ry,

- “"'The Keystoners sped, int Nop(hoem - nuhi:hqd&i&;ndtbe 112th folloy "
e - Coaity, | DIk in rre e o
Creil anfi-Senlis, and secizing’ Com. uqﬁnmwscamar It didn't stop |

- pitigne where the 1918 umizw“ calabr tion; for Croix de Guerre ded. N
signed, then over the Oise. B e tign ‘ot ‘o€ ;gthing else until V-B
tember sixth they were past tha'Makies, Day>'The Bloody Bucket boys finished
into Belgium and Luxembuf§. B in high gear. The climax was the buE
days Inter, at the Siegfried uﬁ' o Rihr rYoundup, in which t.’heg' 100k,
its battalions crossed the Our ' their quota of the 1st Army’s 24,000
Germany—msking the 28th Ihe” . German prisonars. For an outfit the -
American division to pendtrate the - Naris &r.otemd.wmgnrd as @ chronic .
Fatherland in force. \ joser, 28th DivW'

— . ) . - A!‘i’\njm.‘ L e g
I - T T e e e

On behalf of the people of the United
States of America, the American Red Cross
extends warm greetings 10 liberated Amer-
ican prisoners of war. in the name of your

loved ones at home, we salute you for your
ur country. « «

sacrifices for them and yo
;4 Come %.».da..\& é‘w_'*)
- yrs s




1943; West Virginla, Aug.- Sept
1948. Oversess: Oct. 8, 1943 (ETO},'
Cemmanding Generals .
' Msj, Gen, Edward Martin, Feb-
ruary-December, 1041; usj Gen. J.
Geresche Ord, January-May, 1042;
Ms]. Gen, (Now Gen.) Omar N.
Bradley, June, 19432, to January,
1943; Maj. Gen, Lioyd Brown, Janu-
1 ary. ‘1943, to July, 1944; Brig. Gen.
James E, Wharton, Au‘ust, 1944
(one day-—-Iatally wounded » few
hours alisr taking comman t}
1 Gen. Normii D, -Cote, Aumt, 104(,
to present (Sept. 15, 1943).
Component Units

(As of October, . 1943): 100th,
110th and 113th Inf. Regis,; 107ih.
109th, 229th (L) and 108th (M) FA|
| Bnx, Higher Commands: (combat) |

March 16, 1945,
4 Awands

Combat Highlgkis
By the fury of its assaults launch-

1944, the 38th hecame known fo the
Germans a3 the “Bloody Lel”

'tnm in the thick-of hadg % fght-,
ing, capturing Percy, G me and .
St. Bever Porest.

1 Emerging from the hedgerows by

§ Aug. 20, the 28th was rolling w-!

ward Paris, Verneuil, Brateuil and

Damville fell and ¢ Aug. 29. the}

the Meuse Sept. €.
Averaging 17 miles a day, the,

4 bourg. On Sept..1i, 28th be-

many in foroe, It was ordersd Nov.
2. 1944, to secure Hurtgen Poresi.
Storming through the “‘green Hehl”
‘1 the Divislon ¢aptured Voasenack,

end of November.

i{ fensive began. The divisitn rocked
.| under the attack of five Naxl divi.
sions hutled across the Our rivery

28th's defense that It was lates

of the grestest fests in the hlstarr
of the American Army.”
Early in 1945, the 28th detmd«l

" ——————

mar, Later it oroksed the Rhine-
Rhone canal and took positiony

‘i and struck at the Abr river l(uch
+ o128, nnuly rnchiu nhnlwum

et — RV

1st Army. July, 104¢: 3rd Ammj.|

Prench Croix de Guerre to 109th|
Regt, for capture Colmar, Feb., 1949,

led on Normandy beaches July 22.|

Division. By August, the Division|

come the first & entor Qer«|

i Kommerache!dt and Schmidt com«}
pleting conqueat of the forest by the;

The Keystons men ware on the|

OQur river, near Wallmistein, Dec.|
<18, 1944, when the Nazl winter of}

the first day. Later, the 28th Isced|
inine divislons, So stendy was the}

termad by & correspondent as “one|.

Division entered Paris. It crossed:

' a8th movad into Belgium and swepi |
I!on & North-South line into Laxem-;.

the Meuse, went on o eapture Col-|!

along the Olef river, Feb. 23, 1945,],
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< % §g Reported Missing
4 | WESSINGTON, Jan. 18 — Mr
é . g Ars. Warren Biegler have
. been notified by the war depart-
‘ . ‘ g\lent that their son, Cpl. Henry
I H g
1 - Luxembourg when répolf':e;v fnais:?
;?sén No further details were

. CpL Biegler entered th
ice in December, 1 ad has|
jbeen overseas sin’c Toai 3 has

' 1
18 a graduate of t?x oy, He;

e Wessingio
;ggh School, of the class of 12938n!
‘Two brothers ave also overaeas:‘l

B T
Cpl Henry. Biegler _
. Cpl Biegler,wsigna! corps, libera- p
fed prisoner of the Germans, ans- T
. iwered the questions he had found
.people usually ask him since his re- ==,
turn to Wessington ten days ago, )
and did it in a casual conversational |
Yway with the details that a home
-audience wanted. Caught in the {
““Belgian Bulge” drive last Decem- A
*her, he was tdken to the Bad Orb ¢
prison. Prison life got a thorough |
* appraisal- at the hands of Cpl Bieg- .
le¥, a-keen and close observer. If the. J
}
:

[

~—reeg s

. stalwart Corporal should be slated
4 ‘qur the. Pacific later this vear some:
’ §Japs don’t know' it yet butshey are -
{ going to be sorty. i :
e e e T P
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WAR DEPARTMENT -

IN REPLY NDFER TOV THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

AC 201 Blegler, Hemry A. WASHINGTON 1. D, C. '
FC-N X0 007 16 Jammary 1945

Mrs. o mem
VWessington, South Dakota

Dear u-e, Blegler:

This letter is to confirm my recent telegram in which you were
regretfully informed that your som, Technician Fifth Grade Henry A. Blegler,
37,096,371, has been reported missing in action in Iuxembourg since -

20 December 1944, '

I know that added distress is caused by failure to receive mare-
infarmation ar detalls. Therefare, I wish to assure you that at any time
2dditimal infarmation is received it will bDe transmitted to you without -
dslay, and, 1f in the meantime no additional informtion 1s received, I
will again commmicate with you at the expiration of three months,

- e )

. The tern "missing in asction” 1s used only to indicate that the
whereabouts oar status of an individual is not imediately nown. It is
not intended to convey the impressian that the case is olosed. I wish to
exphasize that every effart is exerted comtinuously to clear up the status
of our persommel. Under war conditions this is a difficult task as you
mst readily realize. XExperience has shown that many persoms reported
missing in action are subsequently repcarted as priscners of war, but as
this information 1s furnished by countries with vhich we are at war, the
War Dopartment is helpless to expedite suoch reports.

The persomal effects of an individual missing overseas are held ™’
by his unit for a period of time and are then sent to the Rffects Quarter-
master, Kansas City, Missourl, far disposition as designated by the soldier.

Permit ms to extend to you zmy heartfelt eympathy during this
period of uncertainty.

1 Inclosure
Bulletin of Information
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mardl
>taken. from-
>
>The Times - Enterprise
>Number 44 Volume 63 Wessington, Beadle County, South Dakota, Friday,
>May 18, 1945

>

>headline

>

>CPL. Bielger Tells About_Being Prisoner of War

> .

> "Cornflakes was the first thing | had to eat after leaving prison

>camp and they were delicious, | mean delicious. | really barreled into
>them," says Cpl. Henry Biegler who came home last week after being a
>German prisoner of war for over three months.
> Cpl. Henry Biegler, a member of the 28th Division, was captured by
>the Germans in a cellar the night of Dec. 17, 1944. He had sensed all day
>that something was going to happen because things just were not going
>right. He and a group of soldiers entered a town and sort of made their
>way through it from building to building until evening when they took
>refuge in a cellar where they were safe from bombing.

o> With very little ammunition there was not much they could do but
>wait and hope. There was only one entrance to the cellar which reduced the
>means of escape if they were found.
> As they heard the German soldiers coming through the town they
>thought maybe they could make a get-away. As one soldier left the cellar
>he said something about the German officer being near by and the next thing
>heard was a shot from the German's gun. The officer ordered them to
>surrender or be killed. The soldiers marched out of the cellar into German
>hands.
> The prisoners were walked three days and three nights without food
>and were forced to carry the wounded. They had none or little rest at
>night. Every once in a while they would be told if they marched two or
>three hours longer there would be food for them but there never was any.
>At the end of the three days and nights they did receive a third of a loaf
>of bread and some marmalade.
> Then they were put on a train and rode for four days and four
>nights. No food was had. No facilities of any kind to wash.

-2-



> After arriving at the prison camp they were asked a long list of
>questions by the German intelligence officers. When Cpl. Biegler refused
>to answer such questions as: "What did you do before you entered the army,
>and what is you(r) mother's maiden name", his jacket and sweater were
>jerked from his body. This took place outdoors in weather ten degrees
>below zero. Bielger said he really got cold before he was sent to the
>barracks. There his sweater and jacket were returned to him.

> The barracks were made of stone and three decks high. Two had to
>sleep on a deck meant for one. There was not room enough for the two to
>lie on their backs at the same time. When one moved the other one had to
>move accordingly. The hard surface was covered with wood excelsior ticking
>infested with lice. Bielger says that his hips still snow where he was
>bruised from sleeping on the stone surface. They had only a blanket for
>covering in there unheated barracks.

> When asked about clothes the answer was that he had the same ones
>on day and night all the time he was in prison. He said that he did wash
>the collar of his shirt once in a while. He had to do the washing in cold
>water. There was no soap.

> A shower and a delousing were allowed once a month. He seldom
>shaved because there was no hot water or soap and after losing 40 pounds he
>said that his cheek bones protruded so much that it was real misery to try
>to shave over them.

> For breakfast prisoners were given something called tea. Some used
>it for shaving because it was hot. At noon came the thin soup made out of
>tops of beets, turnips, barley, rutabagas and potatoes with very little
>meat of uncertain origin. Three times a week there were pine needles in
>the soup. Biegler said that some boys ate the soup just as brought in but
>that he picked out the needles and often pieces of bark. Two times a week
>soup made from soy beans was served. He said that when he was licking the
>platter clean it made him think of the mash served to hogs in the United
>States. Often at noon an average - sized tub of soup was brought in and
>from it 90 had to be served.

> Toward evening a loaf of bread was brought in to serve six men six
>nights a week and ten men one night a week. Dividing this bread was
>another ordeal because one or the other was afraid that one's piece would
>be larger. Members of the group would take turns from day to day in
>cutting it. Nearly always there were motions made to fight but they did
>not amount to much because of weakness each one could swing once or twice.
>This bread was soggy and wet and some means of toasting it had to be
>improvised before it could be eaten. They were not allowed anything with
>which to make a fire. The prisoners would dig up tree stumps and use just
>enough to toast their small portion of bread. Bielger said that he cut his
>overshoes up and burned a part at a time for toasting his bread. The
>prisoners detected sawdust in the bread.



> French men did the cooking. When asked why they were the cooks
>Biegler said the thought it was because of the shortage of help. French
>are supposed to be good cooks but there was nothing much to cook.

> The guards were Germans who had been wounded in action. Brutality
>was prevalent in the camp and a bit rough at times but Bielger had really
>expected it to be worse.

> No contagious disease broke out in this camp which was a blessing
>because nothing could have been done to stop its spread because of the lack
>of medical supplies.

> Nothing much for entertainment could be done because the prisoners
>were too weak to try anything that would reduce their strength. Some days
>were spent in bed to keep warm. There were men in all walks of life and so
>among them classes were planned and different ones lectured on their
>occupations and professions. These proved interesting. Their thoughts
>would turn to food. Even recipes were written. Bielger says he has
>several. One is for milky way pie which is really ridiculous.

> Once they attended a movie which was in French. It was interpreted
>for them. Pictures of food appeared and the sight of food tortured the
>men's minds so that the movie did more harm than good.

> From the Stars and Stripes, a newspaper of the armed forces, of
>April 3, 1945 are taken the following three paragraphs:
> The Yanks received no Red Cross boxes during their 103 days, but

>shared French Red Cross boxes with French P(0O)Ws interned in the same
>Stalag. All told there were more than 2,000 British and Dominion, 1,000
>Russians and 300 Poles and French soldiers in the 20-acre installation.

> The corporal devised an intricate system of a daily newspaper,
>"whisper copy"” style. The British prisoners already in the camp, who had
>been forced to march 300 miles, had brought with them two crystal sets,
>each broken down into little parts to fool the inspecting guards. They
>reassembled the two crystal sets and picked up BBC.

> When the Sixth Arm'd Division began to drive north toward Kassel,
>the Germans were fidgety according to the Joes, and issued an order to move
>out Good Friday morning. During the night before, more than a hundred
>escape attempts were made with one fatality. A check the next morning
>showed more that one hundred absent nevertheless. In order to stall the
>movement, "all the Joes faked sickness,"” the corporal said.

> March 30 was liberation day for this prison camp. Planes began to
>come in five hours after liberation to take those in the worse condition to
>hospitals. Biegler was among those who volunteered to wait because there
>were many others more severely affected by malnutrition. His turn to leave
>the camp arrived April 12. He was able to walk to the plane but had to be
>helped up the steps to board the pane. At the hospitals they received the
>best of treatment and food. He arrived in the Untied States May 5 and has
>a 60- day furlough. he had gained about 30 pounds since liberation. he



>will report July 12 at Hot Springs, Ark.

> Henry Biegler, second son of Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Biegler, was

>inducted into the army in December, 1941. He received his training in
>communications in various camps before being sent overseas a year ago. He
>was in England a short time and landed in France during the middle of July.
>From then until he was captured he was in heavy combat. His duties were
>to keep the communication lines in order. The enemy would cut the lines
>and then sit in hiding to wait and watch for the repair man to come along.
>Many of the repair men never did return when sent out on these errands. Of
>course, the German lines were cut, too, and the same tactics were used.
>For three days before Biegler was captured he had not eaten anything
>because he was so busy, nervous and worried that he had not cared to eat.

> When asked what day he was liberated always replies, "Good
>Friday.” He says that March 30 will always remain in his mind as a good
>Friday.

>

>retyped as close as-possible to-the-original by

> Bonnie Gleason Dec. 9, 1998

>
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/ - DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION CENTER

SY. LOUIS 20, Mt y
IN REPLY REFER TO. sroum

AGRS~DA 201 Biegler, Henry A. 2 April 1951
37 096 371 (6 Mar 51) :

SUBJECT: Letter Orders « Bronze Star Medsal

TO: Mr. Henry A. Biegler
Wessington, South Dakota

_ 1. By direction of ths President, under the provisions of
Executive Order 9%19, 4 Fobruary 1944 (Sec. II, WD Bul. 3, 1944},
you have been eawarded the Bronze Star Medsl for exemplary conduct
in ground combat against the armed ensmy on or about 12 November
1944 in the European Theater of Operations, while assigned as Tech-
nician Fifth Grade, l112th Infantry Regiment.

2. Authority for this ewsrd is conteined in paragraph 18,
AR 600-45, and is based ypon War Department Letter Order dated
24 Gctober 19[&50 )

3. The Commanding General, Philadelphia Quertermaster Depot,
Fhiledelphie, Pennsylvania, will forward an engraved Bronze Star
Medal to you on or sbout 1, May 1951.

BY (RDER (F THE SECRETARY (F THE ARMY:

V&

3 Incls Adjutant Gon
1. BSK¥ Certificate '
2. Newspaper Clipping
3. Ltr, Sth Sv Cmd dtd
6 Jan 46

Copies Furnished:
D & A Rec Unit Files
Statistical and Accounting
201 File

.
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ARMY OF. THE UNITED STATES
~T———-———}£?nnurahlc Bigcharge———

_ , This is to cerlify that. . T :
i - HENRY A BIEGLER,_}? 096 371_° TEGHNICI N _FIFTH GRADE

i Heddquarter Company 3rd Battalion 112th Infantry 28th Division .
: o - ARMY.OF THE UNITED S’I‘ATES

g hereby Honorably D) scharged from the milliary service of the United States of America.
fhis certificato 1s awarded as o testimonial of Honest and Faithful Service to this country.

;alven at..Fort ¥nox, Kentucky H R HORKAN . v |
......... 1 Rovember, 1945 .. ... Major T C

iv. n A0, Torm B3-65 1| November, 1944

v mmev——-
ST aWR T Y

S S

: - -~ ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT or-' SEPARATION ~~—— ——- = -~
1-3-25 RTS HONORABLE DISCHARGE

1. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLB lNl'l'-la\-l.; 1. ARMY SERIAL NO. » 3. QRADE 4. ARM OR SERVICB | 5. COMPONENT
Biegler Henry A 37 096 371 TS INF AUS
t ORGANIZATION 7. DATE OF SEPARATION 2. PLACE OF S$EPARATION
. Hqe Co 112th Inf 28 Div 1 Nov 45 Fort Knox, Ky.
?. PERMANE_NT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES 10, DATE OF BIRTH it PIACB OF BIRTH
_Wessington, South Dakota, Beadle Co. 15 Dec 19 Isnpeming, Mich.
12 ADDRESS FROM WHICH EMPLOYMENT WILL 8E SOUGHT i 13, Color Eyes | 14, Color Hair | 15. Height té, Weighe t7. No. Depend.
.See 9 == Blue Bro 16t2" [175% wi O
8. Race 19 MARITAL STATUS 20. U.S.CITIZEN |4y, GIVILIAN OCCUPATION AND NO.
W [RTGKO | OTHER (peeiln | ~
! lxll:lla!i\l OROI?T}{HR (Specily) IXGLE MARRIBDI OTHER (Specify) Yis I [«] l.[a,il Garrier

MILITARY HISTORY

i2. DATE OF INDUCTION 23, DATE OF ENLISTMENT uh of l’.am law M!vt Sevvice {13, P!.ACB OoF GNTRY lm'o SERVICE

4 Dee 41 - Dec 41 | Ft Snelling, ¥inn,
'slszx:igs;nggnt? ;6;‘ chi:;td 27, Locat $.8. Board No.§28, COUNTY AND STATE 29, HOMR ADDRESS AT TIMB OF ENTRY INTO SERVICB
oata 1'% | - uron, Beadle 8§ D | Weasington, 8. Dskota
in.'MlU?ARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY AND NO. 31. MILITARY QUALIFICATION AND QATB {L.e., Infantry, svistion. and msrkemambip badges, etc.)
Field Lineman_ 641 Sharpshooter Rifle

i: BATTLES AND CAMPAIONS
):N%3 s a8 . bt
P5323#%E;g;g¥uﬁ§3alrager1can Theater Ribbon wOrld War II Viotory Medal

j+. WOUNDS RECRIVED IN ACTION

|5.None LATHST IMMUNIZATION DATES . 3%, "~ SERVICE OUITSIDE CONTINENTAL U. 5. AND RETURN
iMaLLPOX TYPHOID TETANUS E%ﬁ ) DATE OF onmam DESTINATION |{DATS OF ARRIVAL
‘marlm Bhugh3 |21Febl2 ‘?5 ﬁ' 16 Jun 44 | European 27 June 44
TOTAL LENGIIl OF SERVICE 3%, HIGHEST GRADE HELD Thester
Continental Service Forenn Service i ;
TYem | Months | Deys | Yews | Monthe | Duye 21 Apr 45 USA 5 May 45
2 1101161 0 | 10| 2ol Opl
io. PRIOR SHRVICE
. None

b REASON AND AUTHORITY POR SEPARATION

. Gonvenience of the Government AR 615-365 RRl-k Demobilization

i SERVICE SCHOOLS AYTENDED 41 EDUCATION (Yeirw

i Grammar |HighSchool| College
' None A . g& | & 0
| I “PAY DATA

{3. Longevhy for Pay Purposes | ¢4 Mustering Out Pay 45 dehrbmmin 46, Travil Pay ' 4%, TOTAL AMOUNT, NAMBE OF DISBURSING OFFICER

s g [Memhegloen @500 [THEE™ | None  |,50.30196.51 E K BUKER Maj FD
INSURANCE NOTICE

tant 'E PREMIUM 1% NOT PAID wmm DUE OR WITHIN mm'rs' ONE DAYS THEREAFTER, INSURANCE WILL LAPSD. MAKE CHECKS OR MONGY ORDENS
mporian PAVABLE TO THH TREASURER OF THE U, S, AND FORWARD TO COLLECTIONS SUBDIVISION, VETERANS ADMINISTRATION, WASHINGTON, 25..D..C. .




AGFD-R 201 The Adjutunt Jencral's 0ffice

Bieeler, Benry 4. ‘wghington 25, D €.
(13 Jul %) 37 0% 3N ’

SUBJECTs Combat Infentrymen Badgo

Tot m%*gd Officer
~ 87 Reddstridution Station

1. The Combat Infentryman Badge ip awarded the above nomed in-
dividunl, under the provisions of 4D Cir 608 17 October 1944 &8 ansnde
ed by 3ce III, @D Gir 134, 4 Lay 1945, for satisfactory performance of

duty in ground combat agsinst the eneny while siteched or essigued to

the 112tk Infentry

2. Appropriate action will be taken to supply the bedge es pro-
vidsd im Sec III Parsgraph 2o, 3D Cir 46, T February 1945.

3, Effective dute for pey purposes ia 12 Fovenber 1944

BY ORDER OF THE SICRETARY OF AR,

a/ Lester G. Morley

idjutont General

A TRUE COPY:
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