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Froirv PetJ Ho ise <pete_house@email

bgl€ aso i@sd.cybernex.net <bgleason@sd.cybernex.net> 
Dafte: Sun Jay*March 28

Siraject: Re: §tory on Hank Biegler

.msn.com>
To,:

1999 4:27 PM

Dear Bonnie

Thank you for taking the time to type and send Biegler's story. It is my 
guess that he was sent to Stalag 9B along with your dad and close to 3000 
others. And he was moved to Stalag 9A with your dad.

I do have him in our data base. He died sometime around 1988 according to 
his widow Joan Cournoyer. She was living in Pierre SD. And he was in your 
dad’s 28th Infantry Division.

But you have provided additional information and it will be in the package 
that goes to the National Prisoner of War Museum In Andersonville, GA.

If you ever get the chance plan on visiting Andersonville. It is southwest 
of Atlanta. Andrsonville should be a meca for all POWs and their families.

Sincerely^

Pete House
-----Original Message-----
From: Bonnie & David Gleason <baleason@sd.cvbernex. net> 
To: Pete House <pete house@email.msn.com>
Date: Saturday, March 27, 1999 9:03 PM 
Subject: story on Hank Biegler

Pete,
Here is the story I retyped and had sent to Chuck Hopkins:

>The Times - Enterprise 
>Number44 Volume 63 
Friday,
>May 18, 1945

Wessington, Beadle County, South Dakota

>
>headline
>
^fCPlTBielger Tells About Being Prisoner of War
>

"Cornflakes was the first thing I had to eat after leaving prison 
>camp and they were delicious, I mean delicious. I really barreled into 
>them," says CpI. Henry Biegler who came home last week after being a 
>German prisoner of war for over three months.
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CpI. Henry Blegler, a member of the 28th Division, was captured by 
>the Germans in a cellar the night of Dec. 17, 1944. He had sensed all day 
>that something was going to happen because things just were not going 
>right. He and a group of soldiers entered a town and sort of made their 
>way through it from building to building until evening when they took 
>refuge in a cellar where they were safe from bombing.

With very little ammunition there was not much they could do but 
>wait and hope. There was only one entrance to the cellar which reduced the 
>means of escape if they were found.

As they heard the German soldiers coming through the town they 
>thought maybe they could make a get-away. As one soldier left the cellar 
>he said something about the German officer being near by and the next thing 
>heard was a shot from the German's gun. The officer ordered them to 
>surrender or be killed. The soldiers marched out of the cellar into German 
>hands.

>

>

>

The prisoners were walked three days and three nights without food 
>and were forced to carry the wounded. They had none or little rest at 
>night. Every once in a while they would be told if they marched two or 
>three hours longer there would be food for them but there never was any.
>At the end of the three days and nights they did receive a third of a loaf 
>of bread and some marmalade.

Then they were put on a train and rode for four days and four 
>nights. No food was had. Nofacilitiesofany kind to wash.

After arriving at the prison camp they were asked a long list of 
>questions by the German intelligence officers. When CpI. Biegler refused 
>to answer such questions as; 'What did you do before you entered the army. 
>and what is you(r) mother's maiden name", his jacket and sweater were 
>jerked from his body. This took place outdoors in weather ten degrees 
>below zero. Bielger said he really got cold before he was sent to the 
>barracks. There his sweater and jacket were returned to him.

The barracks were made of stone and three decks high. Two had to 
>sleep on a deck meant for one. There was not room enough for the two to 
>lie on their backs at the same time. When one moved the other one had to 
>move accordingly. The hard surface was covered with wood excelsior ticking 
>infested with lice. Bielger says that his hips still snow where he was 
>bruised from sleeping on the stone surface. They had only a blanket for 
>covering in there unheated barracks.

When asked about clothes the answer was that he had the same ones 
>on day and night all the time he was in prison. He said that he did wash 
>the collar of his shirt once in a while. He had to do the washing in cold 
>water. There was no soap.

A shower and a delousing were allowed once a month. He seldom 
>shaved because there was no hot water or soap and after losing 40 pounds he 
>said that his cheek bones protruded so much that it was real misery to try 
>to shave over them.

For breakfast prisoners were given something called tea. Some used 
>it for shaving because it was hot. At noon came the thin soup made out of 
>tops of beets, turnips, barley, rutabagas and potatoes with very little 
>meat of uncertain origin. Three times a week there were pine needles in 
>the soup. Biegler said that some boys ate the soup just as brought in but
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>that he picked out the needles and often pieces of bark. Two times a week 
>soup made from soy beans was served. He said that when he was licking the 
>platter clean it made him think of the mash served to hogs in the United 
>States. Often at noon an average - sized tub of soup was brought in and 
>from it 90 had to be served.

Toward evening a loaf of bread was brought in to serve six men six 
>nights a week and ten men one night a week. Dividing this bread was 
>another ordeal because one or the other was afraid that one's piece would 
>be larger. Members of the group would take turns from day to day in 
>cutting it. Nearly always there were motions made to fight but they did 
>not amount to much because of weakness each one could swing once or twice. 
>This bread was soggy and wet and some means of toasting it had to be 
>improvised before it could be eaten. They were not allowed anything with 
>which to make a fire. The prisoners would dig up tree stumps and use just 
>enough to toast their small portion of bread. Bielger said that he cut his 
>overshoes up and burned a part at a time for toasting his bread. The 
>prisoners detected sawdust in the bread.

French men did the cooking. When asked why they were the cooks 
>Biegler said the thought it was because of the shortage of help. French 
>are supposed to be good cooks but there was nothing much to cook.

The guards were Germans who had been wounded in action. Brutality 
>was prevalent in the camp and a bit rough at times but Bielger had really 
>expected it to be worse.

No contagious disease broke out in this camp which was a blessing 
>because nothing could have been done to stop its spread because of the lack 
>of medical supplies.

Nothing much for entertainment could be done because the prisoners 
>were too weak to try anything that would reduce their strength. Some days 
>were spent in bed to keep warm. There were men in all walks of life and so 
>among them classes were planned and different ones lectured on their 
>occupations and professions. These proved interesting. Their thoughts 
>would turn to food. Even recipes were written. Bielger says he has 
>several. One is for milky way pie which is really ridiculous.

Once they attended a movie which was in French. It was interpreted 
>for them. Pictures of food appeared and the sight of food tortured the 
>men's minds so that the movie did more harm than good.

From the Stars and Stripes, a newspaper of the armed forces, of 
>April 3, 1945 are taken the following three paragraphs:

The Yanks received no Red Cross boxes during their 103 days, but 
>shared French Red Cross boxes with French P(0)Ws interned in the same 
>Stalag. All told there were more than 2,000 British and Dominion, 1,000 
>Russians and 300 Poles and French soldiers in the 20-acre installation.

The corporal devised an intricate system of a daily newspaper,
>"whisper copy" style. The British prisoners already in the camp, who had 
>been forced to march 300 miles, had brought with them two crystal sets,
>each broken down into little parts to fool the inspecting guards. They 
>reassembled the two crystal sets and picked up BBC.

When the Sixth Arm'd Division began to drive north toward Kassel,
>the Germans were fidgety according to the Joes, and issued an order to move 
>out Good Friday morning. During the night before, more than a hundred
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>escape attemptsjwere made with one fatality. A check the next morning 
>showed more^thit one hundred absent nevertheless. In order to stall the 
>movement, "311 Jhe Joes faked sickness," the corporal said.

March 3'Q^as liberation day for this prison camp. Planes began to 
>come in five hours after liberation to take those in the worse condition to 
>hospitals. Biegler was among those who volunteered to wait because there 
>were many others more severely affected by malnutrition. His turn to leave 
>the camp arrived April 12. He was able to walk to the plane but had to be 
>helped up the steps to board the pane. At the hospitals they received the 
>best of treatment and food. He arrived in the Untied States May 5 and has 
>a 60-day furlough, he had gained about 30 pounds since liberation, he 
>will report July 12 at Hot Springs, Ark.

Henry Biegler, second son of Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Biegler, was 
>inducted into the army in December, 1941. He received his training in 
>communications in various camps before being sent overseas a year ago. He 
>was in England a short time and landed in France during the middle of July. 
>From then until he was captured he was in heavy combat. His duties were 
>to keep the communication lines in order. The enemy would cut the lines 
>and then sit in hiding to wait and watch for the repair man to come along. 
>Many of the repair men never did return when sent out on these errands. Of 
>course, the German lines were cut, too, and the same tactics were used.
>For three days before Biegler was captured he had not eaten anything 
>because he was so busy, nervous and worried that he had not cared to eat.

always replies, "Good 
>Friday." He says that March 30 will always remain in his mind as a good 
>Friday.

>

>

When asked what day he was liberated>

>
>retyped as close as possible to the original by

Bonnie Gleason Dec. 9,>
1998
>
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■SSSSTm-cdSSi^
Ottpona A. P. Todd. foRiMriy 

tt Penrose (ukI well known through­
out this p«rt Of ColOTtdo m * itor 
boskeUMtU player at Western State 
for two years, was married on Sept. 
21 to Miss Lorraine Brem of OU>:, 
roy, cailfomia. ji

Ihe ceremony was performed at 
St Stephen’s Episcopal church at 
B o’clock that evening, with the| 
altar of the church decorated wUhi; 
with gladioli and with chrysan­
themums. The bride, who was 
given in marriage by her father, 
Bnry Brem. wore a white satin 
Wdding gown, styled with rounding 
Sgeldlne. long sleeves, tight bodta* 
■ad a short train. Her fingertip 
Nil was held to her head by « 
Here of seed pearls. She cairMI 
g bouquet of gardenias and whttt 
swtera and in the center was an 
enhld.

Acting as matron of honor wms 
Mn. Elgin ‘nromas, while the bride-1 
•Mom was attended by Corp. Hank 
Blffler as best man and with an- 
ellicr friend in the service, Pfe. 
fBck CorelU acting ai usher.

The bride Is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Benry Brem. After grad- 
getlng from the OUroy schools, she! 
oetnpleted a course at a beauUcanI 
school In San Pranclsco. and is | 
employed at Lucaie*! Beauty Salon.

Corp. the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Wi
Calif., who unMl last spring had 
made their home in Penrose for 
over 3 yenra Mr. William 'Todd 
was caretaker at the Brush Hollow 
reeervolr for the Beaver Park 
company for many years. After;

I

I

1

CAwet^ CsA '

•a.

. Todd of Wilmington.

graduating from high achobl. Corp.
Todd attended Western State col- ■ 

; lege at Gunnison, and Is sow
stationed at Fort Ord.
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X.oa>t VV.'c ^Vtfc,^e.iV’^«.«-v* '^ou l.oo\to V>om vv\ ^aX'-ty ^vva«^
^ Yao^V®/^ o^^WottV.^ ^utjVovc.v^'/^J.^oV »rfte^'X V\aju<,

^0^ a-VV'f-'A^S^Ci SVve,rv*^a*------ ' ^
iatV VA ’rt.«.a.VS.v»v& 't'^xAci *> 'Y A\ \\>toV.

OK Wve » ^o\V^V.r A- \od.^ V^vVV v,^<i -^Ac^^VO*- V.'^V
^'Y' V\a^ Vifxtf ^V''•"*'to X y V(tw%-Mj ^oVvA v*w^Vuv^«-ti . •AV14.V ^ Ava,^Y«
Yia5> Vi«\^ 5;a*^V( 'X-'<^^Nje.»* V\A-^> 'Yvmt -Vto V^aoo- a. v\oYt_. ,\a ouv' Y'fcoo^,

■a.Vvtv O m-w a VjO^'T'C—
«»T^^v*a.Vov^ tooY

V\to\>6^ .Ka^UJA
Ac,T>



V>iV«v. X-teVV.-. Iio v>W\:V«je>,^vv*.a
VAe- \J'^Vw^ Vt- v<-VwV’fvi6,^5 -*to o<i»' o\>V^\V \va.Ve.y- \CaIwo'\s^

'\'V S^'V\ ^'^v^'Y ^<sV 'T^ ^:!'Cvr*%V\ ■'YYvV\c*V^ \ v\ V.o^ ^ VtQi*\*^rXj4>^

‘ o'l^ WvV\^ VlTiV^V '^'’^\v\>!< 'W\^ ^fsY ^Vevt^ ‘^^fio\Y” *^0^^ ^
^vV, VAtV«n.*iCy Vfe &»' u ^Voe_ VfcJe 'Vo '^<.tY vo^i , ‘

\3«e-«\<, ^<5»&,vVv rW^., 't.VU', .-^v^ .^vev-AVUc. .
■^Vt V<t.o Va.O A.V 'lie. VAlOe '^>.sV 'V'rnj aj^ \'a«. V>isii..j yLk^<. ^ K '
Vje-vvV H"'”'A^ovii 
C.6,wVc«.^^ ,‘^oVsVe.Q Xa a •?»S‘'a«-J kS S '^e>'> Vfc-c>'\\> V '
'0Vsfe<t» Vi«-a.r. •:n. 'Vn'*-'^ S,aOK?» \ avv l^foWt
?aM-Vv;>»> _ 'Sr '»i<.^\

V^i,-Vs.Wo< Y.^V«.
e>Vx A:ir.^'V5vi.a.\ Wv^V, -2.^

v^uuir v^ ..0^«.v,».tj' V^V

^»v>

C.U e. -h. ^a'

Vwa-v^v ^-^vV vA-vtr« 'ViU^k.c 

VoVM«.\ , v^\vc.
., - . , .''5«o^Vho,

v-. K^, ^ ^I'l.'s-^i^. ^..v
-^i'.A: <,o aV X^'e.^aot >00,^15., Hauju.v. t».K S*.,*. WcxA ^

V\is Vcax> ,So VoV«.k',V\'^ VaV^ oA VIvi , x* , . v u

r' - a!:^u
.. . \»:.v«.-w. -OiCv. J u

VYTc vy\o^ 'a.V'c- v^.^-ovv tWCt*. Gc.tr«.vft.\ Vjo\\\<_V. e v»a.«; < V '

\o^-^ct. Vav,. 'Tan, a>a-
<Sio^avow. ./Sb^rV^yt^^.^ouVr, A:«v^ .av^^>^K ^o^sVv-aK-J

Wt: VoVai. <LS.Na\^

V V* f p%^

S * >»•< X

^ 9

fc-VS'D



V,. s.^,, v.

W% a.V».W&W ^r>-
V\is V«t> ,So VoV^'V-e. \-av^. t.v,V>Cvs t>v!s5^u te,^ ^■, v^Vv-W A' ^

a.\^^.&^'s ^oV ouV ^ C_6w,V-v^“'vVVv 'k« aSS^ tv^W- -s^v -«r ^

b^'V'Vcl^ 'Tft^ avt
<^o«.aW ».'^yt';'^’P.^/^»v.V>> A:«vtv

1+^' V" <L\Wvtv

Am»--tVcu V^^.U V—X W-K ^V V,^vtj V\^^,
^V\T> Voa\t^'a-bO»-M^ SVtvvVvTriC^;*^ , '-0'^>D

-^ib v^etb-TVe'‘iVbv. a,Vi»V
2.S ^ Wtw^w^co KC.Vv\e ^V\xi \^^.> ^^rV *
fX^-t«-l<» \ '■-V 5, ^«.t A V*'' -<»^. VmouV*!. f!* ^OUjV^ A& VV« \its.» —

Ao-r a^.uA .\o ^ ,(i_»v,,^ ;^,av.»>a.«.Vt<i -a-wt:. C a.\v \«W V?

^axcvev*^a.»vt. 'f\o'f' okV.^ ^^'-*'!> '^•■^' ..-^»V Ve. Av^c,,»^^ V'*'-*'^V.A« '^■^''rx'^^^e_,‘CZi
^^>iV VVvowv^^ S. ^Vvot- a\ yvi»\ »\tut< .'pVa'ieti \\1*a -SuiV Y^'^\ ov^ S>'viJ^

Pv^^vc_

VVV\«LVv a-V't^
Ns v>\ \\rvV'»^

4vr



Wo V^SV. ^W Wt. a. Wuv.Jteer ^C ^..,
'®'^<- Vuh.KV«-io Vo ^\\wv\a AV\<.SC. K'd Va^^^wt-V

V.>v -^Va-V '^V‘ca. Vo
VvVCV^ VVnV t-V*

.. rr^^rrA six.vo-j' ■
<« *-\0*-K ,

\-vAeS.. awt> Sx»\c«. VA<.vtS>.V -i.v\ A" r^ . ^

'^Vkv.'wK VaSC. Vv4.P> '^Vy»i»\' Vv\^«.e. \>*-\fvv<..\ «.-i Sv'^ C^ 'teoX
Vu*. Voo-jVt.^^^;^i^ -a-W.mA; a.'<vCv\*. X>»e^ '^''^St''v|LX\v;L\ie.»>i
^'-VS'^>«'*'+'^ x'^‘\ Vo'^^^VV

?oVs<V2,e.Vv*,..»k, ■a.vxj -Vw Vl«„xV Vy\-a.V\ ,v't.oti^-
\Vi , '^W Vlr«. Vivive.v' V\ati Vo ^o V»^^ <5 ‘^VoJ^S^Vc
■’R)-<>t«>*,-;Vk«—vXw«.-s_(ji^^^\\_\x'v<<-o V?r\s. t^^Vc, , ?'A.c.\o«ixvsof
\«e\«^^e. «uV aAWe.-a.v.^ v^wXu Vov^vloV

^v, V - arvjT- , il A.«.^vw.Ve^ tAo^A.
*.as't>rou'l\\< V ’^^».V«.»«... Vryx«.i..

te*».tK]e.V!e.A <* a-^VaA Wv^Vtj \,v Ay^ os fevi'eST^se '

a 4:^^ bVw Vo-(\. V

-*c vwuiv..^. -^^r^v-
\

AT

^ v\
yV*

'^\^ IT
-

,* * ^V»v\ V^t^A
s OK v-ot-i^s a-Kt. V)*a«.v.. vi^.

V\a,t. A-O '|'<1-V«-1<‘ oy- v«.tf Ua4.e. w v«cK . V.»s<i vk..u«.cs ov^J^-b i^a.iV.

^«- T** •'^ • 'a.vna:2,ef^ V?cft^\ V«!. Vo»s ■?L'^Ve_'Vo ^\vvv\V>
iVes-V Vtc^v aV a.\\-n^)V a^VooV Vv*. -V^vv^ti j;.ooyW 'V^Ve. i V

»«'f

^ ’HL.•.■j

SJ^V , avv^ Vaie ^

®r f*

^ ;



C,«.vv Vte. o i ^ V^^<. YAftry. c^
t>v\^ Vv«.V^yn-^ V»VA ^ou>w ^ 6v\Vu cv^^ Voa.*^, “^V^V

VActM/^ -VVe Vv\ct^\ f <^tV Vtwi on M^oov' SVvo>>\v>^fv’v A-Kti Ujov^V
O^a ^ ftVJO Vy .

J L®oVCt_t> a>r'^e ^aij^c-a.'vn a'^n ^>air*
V V\*w\ av^o - ^t.^e,»vV

\*"o^'«L a ^o
V% -V^ CVJtnt

ftUir*

oSov*v«. oir\«_ Vy-fc.% Vo «^o a^r>
"VuiO \yV‘Vv'jVm.S Vv\o^^, ^

\,*oV*.*> \ sv»u3\u » ^Vwift^V-Vfe iVs^t-»>'^
ooV ^5;^-Vv:^'^o\«., av\n Sa'iT>

V Wvvvt A „awci sa\b ^
V\& V^O <.t>wv«
<^cV V?vv^ Q^Jr ^ \-ookc.t uV

"IS^ 't- t>o^''— \»6.aV
Vo K Ar«*' ^a^<. -^.Kt) a'r\SW*«‘cs

V ^V\vw\ _VV4.V
^Vjts ow\<^ I.yui \^x.\\ 3-Wn ^\vCy,V%^^^

i>oV cvcn ttvorc ^wivoV^.H.V, ^ V^ycvw \- Va.^ *^0 A\\< vw\v vwo,v;vV*i
CoOW^c\ WV0U«.V-.a W Vo YA^ VaLWV,\:»<L^Vu.%-...VVv.,
vijf U,^.^-Ao y . W WU V,.v WV
VliS Vooe^o VV VA<1. VK-\Vy^ v\^».t> - \V \ooo\ti VxJV^.^oO. -<0 ^
VvT<A VAS-taT. Wt^VoCM,^ \»^ Vw^^ ^oV<. w Vc-^iV^ \\\vr\ Ve> V-V*.

^ OUJI^ ^oVe, •V’^■^a V\oV Vo V^-V OV\Vv\ 'V'
on«Lc_ >r€-e^^*i Vvtv^ S ^iir va- V«.\vAt-V as '\ "^m^v vw vv^u

SVeuaVu^V^ VniyV^A.?, ^<.Vw ^ awo Vv^ Vva VoVV
"Sot Uatv^Vco So V V»o \ a.VCvvic -bo«.Y Vw^ Sv«u\fee
VVCs “^oo \S a S\.A^^.*>oO-S Wo.'oc. V A» a Vo^t^xatVyAU Vt* \-.«-\ 0,^0 a>wi^ Vo-v
J,V\ Wv v>,^v\vV Vj.lcVos,^. -V^A-X Wvx^
<^o\ VXK T>a\ft,vvcab v* n SVou\fet.*^»» Avvt> ^V-oxajC-\^ 'ryy.a.a^ OOY \aj%,t- \
Cio«^v^ .\V V^aa'i. av«.^ ^ i\ y>V^^s;c».\ ivt«u.U^i.

-■^»<o ^a-^. ‘\W Tb <|'.K«,. Ych syff^cs.,
-P t Vvo.. ^^b^VV-ub >^0,..^ oiMus-^nV'A iT

^0 vwv ^.t - 1:-W«.wV ■h».^«. ^v
to wii AO .

‘'Co
XibT^^e-V

^ aVwve a^Aefer> W Oc^^«.4efe V^e^
Ujv^V sa.\cooV a-VvU, ^VAv\b,-

)

VV-a.
iVS^e- (i o Wv«.



•% 5^«.u5 VbT-W a-Vv*, CAvC,y.V,v«s» tyl(^
WuV C,V'*,(r^ »nf>ir>«. li»a^o»-V*.»V- 'S' VYva.o>> Vl.<> "'^o 'So^, v.sn\«
C-o*"\'-^V ^ta-v W\.^^ V,a.\w>*V . 'V»c.at.x*\«..'^«. \ j. iVKvV

Vt .\o- VeWo.'.-i w.>r VA.I. WV Tc
V^vs <i''{''fc--i. Vut»<^Ci^'\ i»vAV«. V\a».r> . »v Wx>v»i VLvXVtCoO, _ -^o
VT»a a'i'S'''r'^®-'''*- HV-e.'^e>\<. -VC^ >'’Co V*.®,'^ \V«. SaSj-Vi^Soe!^
Jf>-<>*I^ tiC>^1H^-^Vaa.»<.is V>eV ■''■<’ Va\- -^o VjwnVvX V \vCw\ ^o.

V<aa^«.a v>.m t- VA-Y^fCeXv^tV iV \«^s. •'Sv.tV vvv Vwu
SV-svoV^'S' Wo<*'Ka^ Vtv« V^iiS, awvsVvs \i\o, \3oVV‘#^

'Sol, U>t>.'\V<,ft ^Ho^- So "S' V V_«^ -iV -i-ACMytc '^VouVKe X-'
'tVis ■^o* "a- SvK<^t»i>o^ «, ^ '^a.OiYstVsau Vw \_o_\ c^& 5k.Vw«j
a.\V Wv Voav'-vVV <o*v VjoVacMa,. ^a-^V; uU^is. - Va^^C'%
«^oV VC>»\ '7"\ SViviio\*»a»>s> -aAto u -v»\aa^ oov-Wa

_\^ V*ii3.'% a-Aotte, Wa i\ ‘\«»a “VVi^s^V. VVfc^«. Vaa 'aaa*,
<t>^S.»»-'^<h''^3.^ •V'ft ''s •a.'JfC Vcs .
-t t Vvo^ oi.-*?^rSv OnVA tT

<ft Uv^wvK 5,t. - Ik!^ ■
■' —.................................................................

LW.DoUjVv

4 6

Souwc^i

■'CVe'ot^ 't>A^KtVV»A\\ -\KtW^ a.vt^ I^Va-^vv^V -'^^» ^vv. ^a¥e,«__
\*jUo VjVwV*.^ a*\&Vftc. a-wH H.y^AVe.v^ o^lf^oa^

\t^ 'aii-U .6 wo ^T$ami% V^o»\ 4V. V36V\^ V)e.V\ . Wt-iXvo^^ Ct^s

cut' “SftVi S -^oOfc vvv %.%^aV\uw\

Vv<.\\ -— 'iVoV 'Vv««i -3l\.\ Uit. '^Vis Wat.

o



J :L,v»oo-y<\vr, <V«V HOcH avv^i
U;e»-«. Y^'^vvaV^X \>^ ^«.j« V.cV^»^2> ^-<u >tv m y jJ^

V&b Wn on WVP. poViy OK -tSA Y\'v^V

<5,oo»*e 05^ 05^ tWOccU^ '1?V,*'ba.'f & _ W \vi. )
-5^ O^ oon S^y-y.^r^ ^ Voo^ on-^loV^ ) V>oV

v««-^ rVc.<AtCY»«y V51VV a. <^^tc-<»r \vk on^ • ci,irowAt^
t ^<^C- C>^-A«UMf\*

-tw*. U^\ ivxo^ ^V>«>. t.aVWo^*l\\i
VV.a'TYVa.Vi'^* av.t, VoW SVvoA^ W S^Sn^K^ ^Vr^^'bujr \DoV"^i£Sa.vn^ <\lf\

V)\Hi a-CA^r Vts^pxnc ^Vvv\ H*<.^ Vneot
2 C-C»*At^V Vs W.(r» (,^Vv»i Wf\fli4>i,^^ VjOI^^V^A ^cc) ^¥ tv\V^

)*iwh Vt. yv»^^^rv.^ ^V%*\ -a.^^
-VV-*0*** '^^«,»‘«. \>l’t'»‘«. “iAsouV ^O Y<\

^ S Vo -“CV.
r t-v t V \ 1 V«.(r,V3\*T,

6 j \xja,>^ V* =\®-'r' ”*■*" ' ^ yt.<a.\\ »v<t.„,., V;a.,j ‘io vJt
V>ooVt Ao Vja.*Vc xaAcVio <i.e.vv\«.i- bj^ Wt S^-V^of a^o -Wie-v^aw on

i O^^^CCirs. .\Vc. V> •o\ b VSX^ tt.'rc C>C. L w ^ ^
S vi t«vA-Ts*^ I \ ^ yrvft.%«. -^VftV^fce ©Jr os,I /^VvB. owtvt'T to-VUb Tv\:?,S . yVb '<^>'r'^tn Ov,\-A^V>e Oov Lv.;,..vft\ ,

^ Vvt ^5oVo WA C-vWsr _ ^ft'XV’c. ^o\\v^ 'XV\€ ^
^ K\\. WV» VvTi'rw^^ O u\"Vv ^Vi«- .W. t»\<»v\«\

t'NlAtJ* - VoVo V)v\r\^ vVeoV \t> WvY’=i ( ^VlV\ ') ^V>€
3 S'*SdV'S V VvV^ '^V.«. C.-Y C-\ Mru^ '4L^A.^ ''^^\\%Y

-Vot Votr*. a.T'bt^b <t. **s>* tbvtv^ a.wa sVbtc.\ a.vt4 -o-wv^j '(V^i v»nV 
'C*is:v^ V«.\n •• ’^v-\vbV«. \nT,».«.n<^ \fevVK Vj.^. Vot»,. \^oO«^ 'o.-^ta-o.^ 

-CV<^\»- \A>^*-t- W'/oVv^b - Njoe. Vxsv^*. \woV« *v\ 'Pcvv'^ S«.kV
bftc.'c^ VidTJo^, ^

-%VtovVLu ’^CV.VS

t. )re««.we-

: >

^o»A^eV—^Vib



^ v\ Suo^Sfri*T V\\cc ) ^ ^yvv\V^
)'i'Vv»> Vt \i\t.v» viS^^n. V>^v. ^V%*\ -a.^^

^ Vfcjt-^t. ■i-V>®aV "^O e-K^**-cV»t<i Vritvi Ct\ ^’'fV^
o^Y^Cs ^:>av.^s«-V Ok \-

bA-lr 1 as "V V't.<aV\ V*a^ Kav,.r V^tti

««♦* a Kw^

^S tvwv^.Vo'^^
^ U)&-t^ b- ooV*'

batK ^t. bae^iC XVmc. T>aKc«
bVvt oi^ our* t'JKv^KUKVC'l^^^K -i^rKa-to m

^ VVCe o^^^t-e-ys ^\\<-V> ooN ^ c>t >0^^^ ̂
^ /^\\e. otoKa.V'
i ^Vvt ^eoVo y!*^ c^^V'lV e-'vVVjp^

C>J^£lC,r o^ \"V\ ^ .\w\, t.VoAe\
- VoVvo oV \ t> W\,,^*^^''''''''^v^ViV\ oo^ '^V\'€

^6\ftV\^\ ji^'k.'V'<.fc S^oV^ vkV»

\*v, »Vo^ a.v^u sVytA.\ VVva Vv«.tV
X:ia^ ’^Vw^Va VV'Hc^-'S ^iVK V>.t.W'ra V.ocJtt^;^a^^o*^

vWaVvr^b -. Vcil \>3t.y«. \)e»6o^s.^ \v\ .-ab-t)
—I----- 1—j------- ■ ^ I

^VfcvVLti -^CVvs \J cV«KV<ai^*^ J^oy* ^ov>\\saV V-^sV^WOc.
owV 'V ouVeJ^-Vrv^ c^'»VJ^vV ^ oi ^>\l4 "*
tuV V-bWy *>w. V>c5^ftM. ^ V^«V V\rn SVv \.^^a.Kaj ^ Vkj^ SVarc-ts

ftvjy '^y%S>\-«.vA% N buV\\\ ^v^^-a-Ko^*^ \y^ tow^ . ^

<f. W\5ten\:.«^c.^-VoX>e,v.. •a.\'^v\\^ v.Vk*>,5c v*j<.».Vuo tv o.'v>»'o H*t^v^^>v»*'
e,™ V^v«. ww

JJ^y Vver aV b^s z s\y»^ \ V>oV \a<;Vaat> \i4Vy.vs ^-avK^ aoV aA VW«-
9v>b • SVt. A‘*ob a-'MfA etCf «K. Saayve. o*«
^KyuKt fsyj^ u.v^«.a.^ UjVaK ^ VAa-\ Vvvn fn V^g t\%,-si,'V "be/t

T>^ca.y>^o V?\« OoaXb^ VjoasWWvtao csSr
^ <^Ave WVvyv ^e ^'KaoVt^ar >a'KT> %e.VvV Vvvw\ S^yavjoV Wcy vk^V\c 'w\o^‘ 
buV V^ ^ayrvs ir'^^'^VvW^j a.'Kb'^ t\ua.ss -X.Va\ v«as V^jV^V CVoayvW-t> ^ 

VCw\ V\> ^e>» ^e*\ ^iKalVi^ v>S.^\ca.^ a.W^ ^\(tyv

jp^rT ^o <^6f
• aK^Wc-v^aM t»f\, 

^ s V\t>k'^ ^\vV

g

«AVv.
Vfc^ >fn*.%<. ^'CVvIQ^ 

buVArvNoa feov
• ^o\\y-x» \Va «tes*

o*^ OS,

?

»v\a«

-’•rr



Voc-^ j^v-otn ^«-')t%.s. V^€. VtmiVt>«,ci Vn«. '^V\a.\ v-V Xs«.a Vfc»w«-w^ ovt
/(^ \ c&u«. \:A\e ’c\^>A«- --VAfviA ^ V\a.x> a.
(L«,o^\ V7\airVi*.\ av^ eoVA^a'ftH a.^'^c1.V Wvv>c. oa <V,. Vio-AVoaV
if^Y'a.HC-t. - So^"^V AV% ^t-^V \io4.V. ...

t'Vjo^v\-V V:)^«-\r^-Vb '\Vv«. V^i-aV L^VvV\ ra\A.\Ae^ Vj^a-A-V^-^b “Vtj \<y\
\A>Vft-V _ S O'^oW Vv'vVA- aV VVvVw^ ' Voo^

V-t'cA'-^v VxsVoA \a'S V'ft'.AdtooV -a^ NA^V>i«-V 
iy,ouV l-s. vA'iA.\-aWv.'‘'VVcLA ^ Wav-V.. ti-emmoV C^ -antb xaA:W ^^v^V 

A VoL rvVV/b iVxft ^V'^VVs (.Ho^r-Tio^^^-AVUv^) toA '^V'C,

Sa^\o ^'^<L.>oAr.^N>ftOy, V\6wvy\dAiJ -^^Wxes \\a\><A-A»'o tA^®o«x'^o.AS>Yay\
a. ^ .V:> ir.VisVTvV'/ J W SaA^«t.0r, VW anr^
Vt. a\5«-^t.r <oSfi ^vi^V.cl. \\o-5». SoV^Vjoos aVSo'P*^^'tvV

-\v<. XjesVvAc-o 5^oiP v\\«. Sevn^ N^ftoaV-VcCoV 5\o

A-^Aoe-OA, . \
U)t.A^tAAct> <WV ofii vbS. V%^> .-vcv- \-*Ko.n. Ve.*

VvXv<. oS^<s Vb^Corc ^ V4at -^Po x^^SSo?.i
^tev»s< . Vfc5<. Va^ i ^^*ViV.*.wv w ^

^ . nZZ rtuV Wr^'-t ^wvh<'aK»> Vu*. -<*o< a. \l^V\\t_ VoaiPfiC, Vaj*-

<- >t^VKk ^ Vo«_ ^><.*,Co^o ^oxvVA <\*\ V^Ti '^Vt'TxvA
^^J'’t,c WR< V_Xvk. , \,jVA« Nj.Vv.b Vw. ^ ^CcV <^0

d&T€- <^-V '^V'TA-? . ■aA^ Vv:> V\0AeM^ ^ -Vn^ '^d%.>\ -
*«,w»to ^ «ir OS.. U,.

V?Ct.vn ooV • V\«.VAe.^-^Ao
Arov. '^Vt. assuWio-^ Y\tt.vvc.s V*4as, -AVx«.^vkvws^ 
^<AV VJ^ '^’O Vv^ '*C^^t.

^ Va^-tbt tosjAc a. ^s«;isvA«-ti V\aw\<
Y^\'<\"»'^ - a-K»> VoVt-A Vjt Cb ^

i-vCt.b - VoVo Vvip.,t» C«V VfCv's. vVi^eVVMftVvU- -f®* f
uc\-a.v\.. Wc A S.V oA.^Wv::^c. Wt>«.v

r
v> «.£

s> ir«.
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They Took the Nazis Sunday Punch
^ ft' fVHEN the ecaMfired unite of the 28th In- 
\ Vi w Division painfuUy rcasaembled after
\-KJ the Battle of ibo Bulge in December. 1944,

f

By IVAN H. BEl'EllMAN

Now, in January, 1945, the battered 28tb*s Maj.i 
Gen. Norman D. Cota went to Supreme Headquar-' 
tera with a proposition,, |

'*Yoq need a reserve division badly,*’ he said,j 
**I have the better part of two regiments, the rem-! 
nant of a third—all thoroughly battle-trained. Give 
me some replacements and new equipment, please.' 
I'U give you the division.” '

In a fortnight the 28th was roady again, went on' 
to a new triumph at Colmar. More than a year, 
later, recuperating himself at Valley Forge Hospital, 
Cota told how be would have preferretl those re-| 
placemenia. based on events in the Hurtgen and
Ardennes. |

”1 believe American infantrymen should be
trained as combat teams. 1 would have twenty or 
twenty-five to the group, each under its own ser-^ 
geant, who would be something like a scoutmaster.' 
Not that we want any Boy Scout methods. These 
teams would be tough, self-sufficient, easily inter-^ 
changeable battle units. The noncommissioned offi^ 
cer would be a combat veteran who would cat, sleep 
and travel with his men. He would know every 
capability, every weakness, every specialty of each 

. When the time came to rebuild a unit, replace^ 
roents would come up in team& They would have 
confidence in their loader and each other. The^^

(CotUimi9t1 on Page J49l

^The 28th Division was in­
variably in the way of the 
enemy’s major offensives. But 
the Keystone boys always 
came through, to cam out­
right victories or gallant de­
feats, and the nickname of 
Bloody Bucket Division.

tboy had a vital delaying action to their credit, a 
fearful casualty list and some strong convictions 
about the United States Army’s infantry replace­
ment system.

The 28th had more concentrated experience with 
replacements thnn moat. Although the division had 
been in action less than six months, this would be 
the third time it had been obliged to rebuild with 
individuals raw from tlio replacement depots. Three 
tln^ the 28tb bad been smack in the road of a 
major German counteroffensive—in Normandy, In 
the Hurtgen Forest, and now in the Ardennes.
The 28th by no means rolled over and gave up on 
any of these occasions. But it took lOBses, The battalion. Command rushed truckloads of individ- 
Ardennes onslaught, worst of the lot, caught the uals to fill the gape. They went immediately into

line.division when it was in a supposedly quiet sector, 
resting and fitting in the replacements for its The method was fast. However, in the opinion 
Hurtcen casualties. For four days, unrelieved, un- of many a divisional commander in Europe, such
reported and unsung, it fought the rear-guard green newcomers were Uttle better than cannon
action for the whole United States Ist Army. fodder. Correspondents heard Maj, Gen. Clarence

Ite Ardennes trials provided many lessons re- Huebner. of the Irt Division, plead with higher
carding the replacement system, designed by the headquarters to keep untried freshmen out of bis
Army to maintain quickly its efficient combat area, **We haven’t time to dig graves.” be said,
strength. Under this method, instead of moving up ’’Those boys don’t last long enough to reach the
a whole new unit to replace a depleted company or foxholes.”

one

\
I ii wouldn’t arrive at the
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7
/September 2t. 1944 

In three deyi the 28th Dit^on had -
three oomznandinggenerala. FiretGOT-
erel Brown wai T^ved» The next dgr “• 
hi* succeaeor, Br^- Gen. Jamea E. 
Wharton, was shot Uirough the bead ^ 
by a amper. 'the third day, Gener^ ; 
dote, a New Englander from the ^h 
Division, moved over to the 28th to
**^be 28lh rebounded from the first 
•hock to cam iU "‘Bloody Bucket’ 
nickname. It captured 2000 creek en­
emy troops. Lt. Col. Jay Cooke. Be- 
publican leader of Philadelphia, loat an 
eye in the fighting outside Perw. Pvt.
Claude Griggs, of GaineiviDe, Georgia, 
eot a duster of eight Germans with one 
rifle grenade.’ Lt. BIU Hall sneaked hia 
platin up HiU 210 to destroy a oom- 
S^anding Nari position. Warfare had 
begun for the 28th Division, and so had 
battle casualties and the endless stream 
of replacementa.

Soon the 28lh was off in the trium­
phant Allied sweep acroas; Prance. It 
paused outaide Paris,
Infantry Division had helregL?* •, 
throe days before. When the ligjjg 
orders to move aga^. it maWjg^ ’ 
full array through Pan^ the 
only American diviawm 
through the French capital

The 28th kept rolling on. In Novem­
ber it was in the Htirtfpm Forest, llien 
came a davostatibg “Girman oountar- 
drive. In fourteen furious days 
Bloody Bucket warriors cmitured Chrse 
towns, thrust as far as Sdunidt and \ 
inflict^ 4000 casualtias on the enemy.
But in the end they were lucly to get
out. When it was all over, the Mlir^- -
Forest had produced beamier toeri^ 

per square mile tMA other 
•actor aasaiuted by the Unioia States 
lat Anny.

A» has already
length, th« 28th rebuilt aftiar its Hiirt- 
gen battering, only to imdarto 
pumshment in the Artfeni.es. Thi tfivl- 
aion rebuilt again. Early to re- .
construcUd as much as p<P^m «brtig i 
tbe lines General Cota hidf iscom* 1 
mended, with green 
grouped around combat letirm, 
division went back in the line, m the,

- French 1st Anny sector on the Colm^ 
plain. Tbe Germans, learning the 
Bloody Bucket bojfs were back, he , 
the temerity to print insult^ ham 
bills which they shot into the 28th: 
Un»:!^We Ucked you at.Mortain. I 
the kSfTgen Forest, Ai^ agsm fr U* 
Ardennes. We are ready and wclconw
you j»|rtdn.** " *

The 28th needed no goadh^ to st 
eveniac its score with tbe Nazis. 

1,.1045, with the 109th 
kadlhg and tbe 112th h^ol ^

v^ tbeni^ in reserve, the AVI ^
awspimtoColmar. It didn’t s^ 
^fetion; for Croix de Guerre deOjj^

'■o^ ;lor anything elae untd V-B 
tyyVrbe BlcSidy Bucket boysfinisM 
bkh gsifr. 'Hie climax was tbe big 

R^r roundup, in wWch 
their quoU of tbe 1st Army s 324.^ 
German priaonsis. For an ou^t tim 
Hazis professed to regaid as a .
loeer, uw 28th Divisi<»> did its share
winning,- ""

\0

reUied at

worse

entire war.
The Key8tonerss|^in^N5S*!9*^ 

France, daBh'7,tg through CBanfiBy^ 
Crefl enth 'Benlia, and eeisiiic pi^r > 
pi^egM where the 1918 anni9KiS|^nm / 
signed, then over the Oise. .BjTi “ 
tember sixth they were past thsvti 
into Belgium and Luembi^' 
days later, at the Siegfried Linii^^ 
ita battaliona croreea 
Gemiany—-making the 28th 
American division to penetrate tbe 
Fatherland in force.

ti<l»

in-'SS ■

the Our

s

On bnhalf of the pe«P'e <>* '*'•
Stales of America, the American Red Cross 

greetings to liberated Amer- 
In the name of your

•xtends voarm 

icon prisoners of war. 
loved ones at home, we salute you for your
.acrifiees>r them ond^r ^ntry. . . .

1/nln
JUx

a
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1943; W««t VlrglnU, Atif.-Sept.. 
1949. Ome««: Oot. 9, IMS (XTO).

C^mmmtwiim Q«a«r»ls 
' MkJ. 0«n. Edw«rd Vurtin. F»b> 
ruary-Deoember. IMl; lfa|. Oen. J. 
Oareiohe Ord, January-May, 1M3; 
Mai. Ocn. <K(rw Oen.) Omar N. 
Bradley, June. 1943. to January, 
1943 ‘ MaJ. Oen. lioyd Brown. Janu« 
ary. 1943. to July. 1944; Brlf. Oen. 
James B. Wharton, Aufust, 1944 
(one day'~fat«liy wounded a lew 
hours after taUxac oonunand): M^. 
Oen. Mormiih O.4?oia'. Aufuat, 1944.^ 
to i^weent <8ept. IS. 1949). 

Comaeneni Uatts 
<As of October, 1943): 109th. 

noth and 113th Inf. RegU.; 107th. 
109th. 339th <L) and lOtth (M> FA 
Bna. Higher Commands; (corabM) 
ist Army. July, 1944: 3rd Army. 
March 10. 1945.

• '<■

>

V^9mmz
Awards

n^tich Croix de Querre to 109th 
Regt. for eap^re Colmar. Feb., 1949. 

CMBbat BltbbshU 
By the fury of its assaults launch­

ed on Normandy beaches July 33. 
1944, the 38th became known to 
Germans as the "Bloody Bucket"

I Division. By August, the DlrUion 
' wae In the thtok^ hsdgeraw flght- 
i ing. capturing Pes^y, GaCblme and: 
St. Sever Fonit. I

Smerglng from the hedgerows by i 
Aug. 30. the 3Bth was rolling to-j 
ward Paris. Vemeull, BretcuU andi 

; IMmville fell and cn Aug. 39. Utof 
Division entered Paris, it crossed * 
the Meuse Sept. 6. t

Averaging 17 miles a day. the; 
38th moved into Belgium and swept 
on a North-South line Into loxem-

38th be- 
ter'Oer-

many In foroe. It was ordered Nov. 
3. 1944, to secure Hurtgen Forest. 
Storming through the "green Hell’* 
the Division psptured Vosaenaok, 
Kosunerscheidt and Sohmidt com­
pleting conquest of the forest by the 
end of November.

The Keystone men ware on the 
Our river, near Walleiitstein, Dec.

• 19, 1944, when the Nasi winter of- 
i fe^va began. .The divlslen rocked 
. under the attack of flye Nad dlrl- 
I tions hurled across the Our river

the first day. Later, the 38th faced
• i nine divisloos. So siemdy was the
: 38th‘s defense that It was Ister- 
I termed by a correspondent as "one 
' of Ute greatest feats in the history 
} of the American Army." r

Early in'1949, the 3SUi defended 
the Meuse, went on tp capture Col­
mar. later it ero4$^ the Rhine- 
Rhone canal end took poaitlons 
along the Clef river. Fbb. 33. 1949, 
and struck at fha Abr river March 
28. floaily reaChlog Kalaerlauten).

'Al^ ■<r %

4f'

miiThelii

I
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Henry BJegler ^ 

Reported Missing
<E o: S

k> UIX u)
5I tn

I
a. z 2ci

Isio

I been notified by the war depart­
ment that their son, Cpl. Henrv 
Biegler, T/5, has been missing in 

Dm. 20. He wa! in 
i.uxem^urg when reported miss­
ing. No fm-ther details 
given.

• CpL Biegler entered the serv-. 
Jcc m December. 1041. and has 

I been overseas since last May He 
WessingtonI ’5!?^ ^bwl, of the class of 1938. 

Two brothers are also over8eas.|

53

were

- • -j, i
Cpl Henuy- Biegler 

Cp! Biegler, ittignal corps, libera- m 
Red prisoner of the Germans, ans- t/ 
iwered the questions he had four**! 
^people usually ask him since his re- “ 
turn to Wessington ten days ago, 'i 
and did it in a casual conversational 

\W^y with the details that a home 
audience wanted. Caught in thc^ 
“Belgian Bulge" drive last Dcccm- 

^ her, he was taken to the Bad Orb < 
prison. Prison life got h thorough ,

' appraisal- at^thc hands of Cpl Bieg- j 
Icf, a keen and close observer. If the . ) 
stalwart Corporal ^should be slated ) 

I for the. Pacific later this year some 
yaps don’t know .lt yet but^qvjtrc 
i going to be sorry.__—
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WAR DEPARTMENT 
THE ADJUTANT OCNDIAL'S OPTICE 

WASHINOTON It, a C.
m woir WM TOi

AG 201 Sldglor, Heory A* 
PC-H BTO OOT l6 January 19^^

SiaaB Bleglar 

Ve80ln{i;tcci, South Dakota

Daar Bleglar:

Thia letter la to confirm my recent telegram In vhich you vm 
regretfully Inforaed that your aoD| Tedhnlcian Fifth Grade Henry A. Bleglerj 
37^096,371, haa heen reported mlaalng In action In Inxembourg aince 
20 December 19^«

1 knew that added dlatreaa la cauaed by failure to reoelte more- 
Infomatiai or detaila* Therefcre, I vlsh to aaaure you that at any time 
additlccAl InfcrmaticQ is recelTed it vlH be transmitted to you vithout * 
delay, and. If In the aeentlme no additional InfcanAtlon Is recelTed, X 
vlH again ooosiunioate vlth you at the expiration of three months.

The term "mlaalng in action" is used only to indicate that the 
vhereabouta or status of an IndlTidual la not Ismedlately knovn. It la 
not Intended to conrey the Impresslcn that the case Is closed. I vlsh to 
emphasize that every effoort is exerted continuoualy to clear up the status 
of our pereonnel. Ohder war ooodltlons this ie a dlfflciat task as you 
smst readily realize. Siperlence has shown that many parsons reported 
missing in action are subsequently reported as prisoners of var, but as 
this information is furnished by oountrlea vith vhich ve are at var, the 
Var Dopartaent la helpless to expedite such reports.

The personal effects of an Indirldual miaslng overseas are held " 
by hla unit for a period of time and are then aent to the Sffecta Quarter­
master, Ehnaaa City, Hlaaourl, for dlapoeltlon as dealgoated by the soldier.

Permit me to extend to you mj heartfelt eyiqAthy during this 
period of uncertainty.

Sincerely yours

J. A. tZIO
.1or

itant Oensral
1 Iholoeure

Bulletin of Information
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>taken fromr
>
>The Times - Enterprise 
>Number 44 Volume 63 
>May 18, 1945

Wessington, Beadle County, South Dakota, Friday,

>
>headline
>
>CPL. Bielger Tells Ah.out_ Being Prisoner of War
>

"Cornflakes was the first thing I had to eat after leaving prison 
>camp and they were delicious, I mean delicious. I really barreled into 
>them," says CpI. Henry Biegler who came home last week after being a 
>German prisoner of war for over three months.

CpI. Henry Biegler, a member of the 28th Division, was captured by 
>the Germans in a cellar the night of Dec. 17, 1944. He had sensed ail day 
>that something was going to happen because things just were not going 
>right. He and a group of soldiers entered a town and sort of made their 
>way through it from building to building until evening when they took 
>refuge in a cellar where they were safe from bombing.

With very little ammunition there was not much they could do but 
>wait and hope. There was only one entrance to the cellar which reduced the 
> means of escape if they were found.

As they heard the German soldiers coming through the town they 
>thought maybe they could make a get-away. As one soldier left the cellar 
>he said something about the German officer being near by and the next thing 
>heard was a shot from the German's gun. The officer ordered them to 
>surrender or be killed. The soldiers marched out of the cellar into German 
>hands.

>

>

>

>

The prisoners were walked three days and three nights without food 
>and were forced to carry the wounded. They had none or little rest at 
>night. Every once in a while they would be told if they marched two or 
>three hours longer there would be food for them but there never was any. 
>At the end of the three days and nights they did receive a third of a loaf 
>of bread and some marmalade.

Then they were put on a train and rode for four days and four 
>nights. No food was had. No facilities of any kind to wash.

>

>

- 2 -



After arriving at the prison camp they were asked a long list of 
>questions by the German intelligence officers. When CpI. Biegler refused 
>to answer such questions as: "What did you do before you entered the army, 
>and what is you(r) mother's maiden name", his jacket and sweater were 
>Jerked from his body. This took place outdoors in weather ten degrees 
>below zero. Bielger said he really got cold before he was sent to the 
>barracks. There his sweater and Jacket were returned to him.

The barracks were made of stone and three decks high. Two had to 
>sleep on a deck meant for one. There was not room enough for the two to 
>lie on their backs at the same time. When one moved the other one had to 
>move accordingly. The hard surface was covered with wood excelsior ticking 
>infested with lice. Bielger says that his hips still snow where he was 
>bruised from sleeping on the stone surface. They had only a blanket for 
>covering in there unheated barracks.
> When asked about clothes the answer was that he had the same ones 
>on day and night all the time he was in prison. He said that he did wash 
>the collar of his shirt once in a while. He had to do the washing in cold 
>water. There was no soap.
> A shower and a delousing were allowed once a month. He seldom 
>shaved because there was no hot water or soap and after losing 40 pounds he 
>said that his cheek bones protruded so much that it was real misery to try 
>to shave over them.
> For breakfast prisoners were given something called tea. Some used 
>it for shaving because it was hot. At noon came the thin soup made out of 
>tops of beets, turnips, barley, rutabagas and potatoes with very little 
>meat of uncertain origin. Three times a week there were pine needles in 
>the soup. Biegler said that some boys ate the soup Just as brought in but 
>that he picked out the needles and often pieces of bark. Two times a week 
>soup made from soy beans was served. He said that when he was licking the 
>platter clean it made him think of the mash served to hogs in the United 
>States. Often at noon an average - sized tub of soup was brought in and 
>from it 90 had to be served.
> Toward evening a loaf of bread was brought in to serve six men six 
>nights a week and ten men one night a week. Dividing this bread was 
>another ordeal because one or the other was afraid that one's piece would 
>be larger. Members of the group would take turns from day to day in 
>cutting it. Nearly always there were motions made to fight but they did 
>not amount to much because of weakness each one could swing once or twice. 
>This bread was soggy and wet and some means of toasting it had to be 
>improvised before it could be eaten. They were not allowed anything with 
>which to make a fire. The prisoners would dig up tree stumps and use Just 
>enough to toast their small portion of bread. Bielger said that he cut his 
>overshoes up and burned a part at a time for toasting his bread. The 
>prlsoners detected sawdust in the bread.

>

>
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> French men did the cooking. When asked why they were the cooks 
>Biegler said the thought it was because of the shortage of help. French 
>are supposed to be good cooks but there was nothing much to cook.

The guards were Germans who had been wounded in action. Brutality 
>was prevalent In the camp and a bit rough at times but Bielger had really 
>expected it to be worse.

No contagious disease broke out in this camp which was a blessing 
>because nothing could have been done to stop its spread because of the lack 
>of medical supplies.

Nothing much for entertainment could be done because the prisoners 
>were too weak to try anything that would reduce their strength. Some days 
>were spent in bed to keep warm. There were men in all walks of life and so 
>among them classes were planned and different ones lectured on their 
>occupations and professions. These proved interesting. Their thoughts 
>would turn to food. Even recipes were written. Bielger says he has 
>several. One is for milky way pie which is really ridiculous.
> Once they attended a movie which was in French. It was interpreted 
>for them. Pictures of food appeared and the sight of food tortured the 
>men's minds so that the movie did more harm than good.

From the Stars and Stripes, a newspaper of the armed forces, of 
>April 3, 1945 are taken the following three paragraphs:

The Yanks received no Red Cross boxes during their 103 days, but 
>shared French Red Cross boxes with French P(0)Ws interned in the same 
>Stalag. All told there were more than 2,000 British and Dominion, 1,000 
>Russians and 300 Poles and French soldiers in the 20-acre installation.

The corporal devised an intricate system of a daily newspaper,
> "whisper copy" style. The British prisoners already in the camp, who had 
>been forced to march 300 miles, had brought with them two crystal sets, 
>each broken down into little parts to fool the inspecting guards. They 
>reassembled the two crystal sets and picked up BBC.
> When the Sixth Arm'd Division began to drive north toward Kassel,
>the Germans were fidgety according to the Joes, and issued an order to move 
>out Good Friday morning. During the night before, more than a hundred 
>escape attempts were made with one fatality. A check the next morning 
>showed more that one hundred absent nevertheless. In order to stall the 
>movement, "all the Joes faked sickness," the corporal said.
> March 30 was liberation day for this prison camp. Planes began to 
>come in five hours after liberation to take those in the worse condition to 
>hospitals. Biegler was among those who volunteered to wait because there 
>were many others more severely affected by malnutrition. His turn to leave 
>the camp arrived April 12. He was able to walk to the plane but had to be 
>helped up the steps to board the pane. At the hospitals they received the 
>best of treatment and food. He arrived in the Untied States May 5 and has 
>a 60- day furlough, he had gained about 30 pounds since liberation, he

>

>

>

>

>

>
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>will report July 12 at Hot Springs, Ark.
Henry Biegler, second son of Mr. and Mrs. W.R. Biegler, was 

>inducted into the army in December, 1941. He received his training in 
>communications in various camps before being sent overseas a year ago. He 
>was in England a short time and landed in France during the middle of July. 
>From then until he was captured he was in heavy combat. His duties were 
>to keep the communication lines in order. The enemy would cut the lines 
>and then sit in hiding to wait and watch for the repair man to come along. 
>Many of the repair men never did return when sent out on these errands. Of 
>course, the German lines were cut, too, and the same tactics were used. 
>For three days before Biegler was captured he had not eaten anything 
>because he was so busy, nervous and worried that he had not cared to eat.

always replies, "Good 
>Friday." He says that March 30 will always remain in his mind as a good 
>Friday.

>

When asked what day he was liberated>

>
>retyped as close as possible, to the original by

Bonnie Gleason Dec. 9, 1998>
>
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DEPARTMENT OFTHE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

RECORDS ADMINISTRATION CENTER

ST. LOUIS SO, MtCSOUSI
IN REPLY REFER TO.

A(RSr*Dli 201 Biegler, Henry A. 
37 096 371 (6 Mar 51)

2 April 1951

SUBJECT: Letter Orders « Bronze Star Medal

TO: Mr. Henry A, Blegler 

Wesslngtoni South Dakota

^ direction of the President^ under the prorislons of 
Executive Order ^ February l^k (Sec* II, WD Bui. 3, 19U4),
you have been awarded the Bronze Star Medal for exen^lary conduct 
In ground combat against the ars»d enemy on or about 12 Kovember 
1944 in the European Theater of Operations, while assigned as Tech­
nician Fifth Grade^ 112th Infantry Regiment*

1*

2* Authority for this award is contained in paragraph 18, 
AE 6OO-U5, and la based upon Iffar Departiiieiit Letter Order dated 
24 October 1945*

3* The Commanding General, Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot, 
Phlladeljphla, Pennsylvemia, will forward an engraved Bronze Star 
Medal to you on or about I4 May 1951.

BI ORDER OF THE SECRETAHI (S’ THE AEMI:

Adjutant Gon<3 Incls
1. BSM Certificate
2. Newspaper Clipping
3. Ltr, 5th Sv Cmd dtd 

6 Jan 46
Copies Furnished:

B & A Bee Unit Files 
Statistical and Accounting 
201 File



|UlillX£liS~'UlSi;HAKUE~lieCURE>->ll-'l>44~ KiTcT»rtQ.>uV. ?0-. MftcuflC *761*1*-'.
- r ;.r- '"T ; rr

ARMY OR THE UNITED STATES
==^onorfllilt Bi6cljai;ge=

This is to certify ihai\

HmY A^BI|lGkER,Lj7 0i6 371„TECMLCIAN_FIF1H grade

Headquarter Company jrd Battalion llgth Infantry 2gth Division .
■ ARMYsOF THE UNITED STATES

3 hereby Honorably Djschcfrgod from the mlUiary service of the United Slates of America.
fhis certificate Is awarded as a lesUmonlal of Honest and Faithful Service to this counlrv’.
!
^Iven at ....FPrt.„.K.nQ^j..Kentucky...........

....._.l..lPvei^beT j ..................
JV. IK. A.V..O. li-oriM M-M 1 Novftnhftr, J»44

I

....H„R,JHSRKp,
Major Tq

ENLISTED RECORD AND REPORT OF SEPARATION-----
HONORABLE DISCHARGEl->25 RTS

1. LAST NAAIC - FIRST NAME • M10ni.a INniAL

Biegler Henry
1. ARMY SERIAL NO. 3. GRADE 4. ARM OR SERVICE S. COMPONENT
^7 096 ^71

7. DATE OP S^ARATION
1 Nov 45

A f H INF AU9
k OROANIZATION 8. PLACE OF SEPARATIONFort Knox^ Ky,Hqfl Co llgth Inf gg Div

PERMANENT ADDRESS FOR MAIUNG PURPOSES
^essington^ South Dakota> Beadle 0o«

le. DATE OF BIRTHI- II. PLACE OP BIRTH
15 Deo 19 Ishpeming, Mich.

U. ADDRESS FROM WmCH EMPLOYMENT WILL BE SOUGHT
.See 9

t)> Cfitar Syci 14. Color lUir

Blue Bro
15. Helcfai 18. W«{|h( 17. No. 0*p<nd.

125 0Uw.
18;___________RACE_____________ 10. MARITAL STATUS
k'itriL NJiOKO OTHUXISpeeUpf SINGLE]MARRIED] OTHER (Specif

M. U.S. CITIZEN it. CnriLIAN OCCUPATION AND NO.

Mail CarrierYGS NOXXT

MILITARY HISTORY
ll. DATE OF iNDUenO.N JJ. DATE OF ENUSTMENT >4. Due ol Earrjr.tow Autve Scrvic*

4 Dec 4l
M. PLACE OP ENTRY INTO SERVICE

4 Dec 41 Ft Snelling. Minn,
SELECTIVE 4S. RnUietrd
r SERVICE ta>* Y« Ko 

DATA
a?. Local S.S. Boenl No.^l, COUNTY AND STATE a^ HOMS ADDRESS AT TIMS OP ENTRY INTO SERVICE

Weasington^ $. Da.kotauron. Beadle 3 DT
jo. MtUTARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY AND NO. ]f. MILITARY QUALIFICATION AND DATE (Le.,in{4niry,4vlitlon.an(tmaik(mimh{pb(dtc»ie(c.)
Field Lineman 64l Sharpshooter Rifle
fa. BATTLES AND CAMPAIGNS

Norm&ndy Northern France Ardennes RhinelyidCentxel Europe_______/fiervice
}. oEMRATioNs ANoaTATioNs fiuropean^At'rican-Middl6-E0¥tafh Rlhbhn with 5 brbhze^ SL§.rB 
Good Conduct Medal American Theater Ribbon World War II Victory Medal

\4. WOUNDS RECEIVED IN ACTION
None

LATbST IMMUNI/AllON DATES SBRVICH OUTSIDE CONITNENTAL U. S. AND RETURN1$. J8.
i.MALLPOX TYPHOID TETANW DATE OP DEPARTURE DESTINATIONI DATE OF ARRIVAL

*;Aug43 aFeb42 l6 Jun 447EaTll4 27 June 44 

5 May 45

European
Theater

USA
TOTAL LENGTH OP SERVICE12i. J8. HIGHEST GRADE HELD

CoBiinental Service Fofeitn Servict
21 Apr 45Monih* Day* Yctn Month! DtjrtYcm

10 i6 Opl201002
(9. PRIOR SERVICE

: None
)o. REASON AND AUTHORITY FOR SEPARATION

: Convenience of the Government AR 615-365 RRl-A Demobilization
it. SERVICE SCHOOLS ATTENDED EDUCATION (Yetta)4».

Graminir HlshSehool Colivct• None 4& 0
PAY DATA

LooKevhy (or Pay Pnrpwe! • 44- Mtmerlac Out Pay

di 'loo
4j.$oUllcrDv6Mln

None
4<. Tnvtl Pay 47. TOTAL AAIOUNT, NAME OF DISBURSING OFFICER

.50.30 1I96. 51 E M BUKER Maj FD773 Mosiht Dap9
INSURANCE NOTICE

'mporlanl ,
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