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Forward

I'am writing of my war experiences from memory and the censored
letters I wrote home. Writing material was scarce and difficult to kecp
dry and usable, and often my paper was smudged from smoke the few
times we found shelter in covered foxholes. Some details, names and
dates could be slightly in crror, but still true to the event.

The extreme physical demands and hardships were as much a part of
war as the horror of the moment, or the terror of the unknown ahcad. 1
am speaking for the many who marched, crawled or prayed beside me in
all of these experiences. A few 1 have mentioned in my noles, but many
names werc forgotten through time, and others 1 hardly got to know
before we were separated by the fortunes of war.

My baptism of firc started very early in August 1944 south of St.
Lo, France. I was assigned 10 a rifle company (Co. F 112) after three or
four weeks of fighting and chasing the enemy across northern France. 1
was evacualted as a battle casualty - LIA (lightly injured in action). On
returning (o duty, I was assigned to Co. D 109 with whom I served all
through the "Green Hell of the Hurtgen Forest." Then, I was sent to
Co. M 112 in time for the Battle of the Bulge and the rest of the war.
Because of my many assignments, my records, mail and pay didn't caich
up with me for five months. It was a lonesome, but busy time.

I was awarded the "Combat Infantry Badge"; "The Bronze Star" medal,
the EMETO Campaign bar with four bronze battle stars (N. France,

“Rhineland, Bulge and Central Europe) and the "Good Conduct Medal",
~-which was the hardest for me to come by.

I fought with the 1st French Army in the stubborn Colmar Pocket.
Our 112 Regiment received the Presidential Distinguished Unit citation
for Extraordinary Heroism in Military Operations Against an Armed
Enemy. '
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Cover painting by ,
Tom Lea - Life Magazine

This plcture shows ‘the combat stare'. The first ime | noticed It was in the
Hedge Rows of Normandy. Soon | had It myseif.
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