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* ™My Friend,

h

1 refer to my booklet in French and about my “war" I once
gave you and which might have given you some problems of understanding:
An official trénslation would have’cost @ lot of money and done by an
: . . )

amateur (dillettante) a lot of time,

A friend of mine agreed finally to make a succinct summary of
my story.

You sce, I am not a wrifer. but I got an idea, just like an
impulse to eelate with simple words what I had seen and experienced
as a small boy.

Anyhow, from the moment you find some excitemeh? to communi-
cate your feelings, you also are expecting your reader to find the same

plecsure in reading you,
/%
t

I wonder if that will still happen now with my story told

with other words and probably in another state of nmind,

Anyway, up to now my booklet was--of-no-use to you, I-hope it ...

will be a little more now,

-

One more thing - as I said before I am not & writer and I am
not an historian either,just a simple story-teller, that means that
some dates and some technical terms may not be absolutely accurate.

Hapnpy rqading..°
' Yours,

’J +GAVROYE
Y .

Joseph Gavroye L
=1 Rue M Beckers 31 i
AP 4634 Soumagne y
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FOREVIGRD : :
40 years are gone, I was I5 when started the VON RUNSTEDT offen-

sive in the Ardennes - mid-December 1944 - My purpose is to descripe these
sad events as I lived them,

PRELUNDE TO THE YWAR.

As a young boy I found great pleasure 1in listoning to the stories
elder people told about the war I9I4/I8. About the océupation of Belgium

'by those hated Germans with their“"pointed helmets"-their atrocities and the

heroic resistance of our Selgian Army on the YSER river., The armistice and
the capitulation of Germany,

Came the years of the thirties - The advent of Adolphe Hitler.
cverybody knows what happened in Germany during those years: the expulsion
and imprisonment of thousands of Jews -~ the concentration camps etc.etc.

1938 ~ European politicians finally got conscious that something
very serious was going on in Germany. Sure they signed the MUNICH TREATY
but it was already too late and a general mobilisation was proclaimed.

After 2ll it was still a good time for a young boy - 2ll those sol-
diers coming from all the parts of our small country-investing our villages
and courting our girls,

193¢ -Germany invaded Poland - France declared the war to Germany.
Belgium was neutral and was supposed to defend its own boarders. Trenches
were digged- barricades built- bridges and roads were mined.
Near my place, not far from the Baraque de Fraiture - the cross roads of
Sankt Vith~La Roche-Liege-Bastogne fortifications were erected.

winter of 39/40 arrived. Everybody was waiting and nevertheless taking life
in a good-humoured waye.

LA GUERRE = THE WAR.

Spring I940-.I0th MAY, Preceded by the Luftwaffe Holland and BSelg-
ium got boambed and the German troops started the invasion of these countries,
France and £ngland tried to help but after exaectly I8 days it was all over
the Belgian army capitulated.

I was IO years old at that time but I could not help to notice the super-
equipped Germans in comparison with our poor little Belgisn boys. A bicycle
against a tank- an elephant against a mouse.

Pcople had fled mostly to France trying to escape ths German bombs
sowing death and destruction,But no escape was possible and soon they were
overtaken by thc teutonic hordes.

My father did not leave his house - mostly because all his children
were not present - we were I3 -and also hecause he knew very well thet it
was no use to run away. And right he was !

Soon, the civilians got back home to their villages and towns, uften to
find them destroyed or plundered often by their own neighbors., Soldiers
taken prisoner were taken to prison camps in Germany,.,Some were employed on
farms which at least gave tood for some timc.

The océupation started and I must say the Germans were at the begin-
ning not bad at all - at least in the eyes of & I0 year old boy.



L*OCCUPATION = THE OCCUPATION

) ' 1t took some time before getting back to normal life again when
started the 'occupation : school ~industrial and economical work - transport
and revictualling - all those activities took time to get settled.

Meantime the Germans were still polite and correct offering their place to -~
elder people in trams and trains. '

But with the months going on started also the first food scarci-
ty. Villagers were generally better off than town's people who were most of
the time starving and had to give up their savings and jewels to get food for
their kids and themselves.No weight-watthers were necessary at that time,

The Geramcn superb of the first months of occupation had meanwhile
received some blows on the Russian front., The Resistance gave them more and
more head-aches and deportation to Germany and obligatory lzoor in German
industries heocame a reality as from the end of I242,

s from .that time we sow more and wmore refractories(work-refuser)
and shot-down allied aviators coming to hide and find refuge in the woods of
our Ardennes,

Giving a full report and description of what our people endured
during those four ycars of occupation would take numsrous volumes.,

Finclly orrived June IS4 and the langing in Normandye

MOTRE PROMIZRE LIBTNATION = OUR [FINST LIBSRATION

It took place in September - German troops fled precipitately to
their partly destroyed country - The allied troops came in.

we had beon hiding in a gquarry because of tihie mortar fire that
was eschanged between the Germans and our liberators, Our village had not
sufferd too much destruction and for the boy of I5 I was now these four years
had not been too hard after all,

L R X T

since our liberation in September I%44 we saw hundreds of Ameri-
can convoys going east, £nglish troops were stationed not far from the Baraque
Fraiture,

About mic-December something strange must be going on,More and
more heavy-equipped American troops were now moving west

Une day we saw small planes landing on a meadow-we tried to find
out what was going on by questioning the pilots but they were very discreet,.

Another day an Amzrican truck occupied by German soldiers in
American uniforms crossed the village. They were followed by genuine Americans
who in less than no time exploded the truck killing the occupants or taking
them prisoner,

Nevertheless, all these movements were very worrying.Rumours got
around and they secemed more and more accurate as we saw that strong army run-
ning ahead of the Germans, who were invading our country ageain,

A few days bifoce Christmes I was helping my father in the fields
when we heard heavy gunfire in direction to the south towards HouffTalize,

e were once again listening to the noise of war, My father said
my boy the Germans are coming back and right ne was 1.

Coming back home we saw the EZnglish soldiers breaking up caap
und burning all they could not .take with them. Ve had not long to wait before
seriocus events were to occur., Allied vehicules became scarcer and scarcer.
German spies in Amarican uniforms were signalled here and there, Civilians
were controlled by American ii.P."s.

Morning of 24th December- Christmas eve - The apotcosis and
masacre could start,
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. sunday morning 7 o'clock. German tanks moved slowly forward between
the trecs near our farm. We counted four and saw clecarly the Nazi crosses on
their tlaenks. No doubt was possible anymorc as we saw at the same time Ameri-
can Infantry troops running in direction of the vilieage.

The tirst solves were shot and time it was we took shelter My fat-
her decided for the barn rather for the cellar, Fodder =-he said- would better
protect us against bullets whereas the cellar could become a grave it the hou-
se fell in.

From our observation post, we attended the first engagement.

The German tanks were hiding behind the houses.An American truck
with I2 men came through the tields on the opposite side, The Germans fired
a shell, The Americans tried to turn Dback but they got pinned to the ground
by gunfire. All of them got killed but one. I shall refer,to him later on.

This had hardly happened as an American tank appeared and fired
at close range at the German tank which caugnt fire. Twe men came out they
were wounded and taxen nrisoner. .

It was a huge battle betwesn tanks that was taking place and we
were just in the middle of it, Shells were literally raining over the place
and pieces of lead pernctrated the walls. We were trembling with fear, the
women cried and mother macde us pray.

The uproar lasted until noon without any respite. We took profit
of the 1lull that followed to try to find something to eat but anyway we were
so much shaking that nothing could be swallowed. Cxcept for my father who
had baked himsclf some potatoss and as usual took the time for & nap.

javing & look outside we saw in the whole area houscs on fire,
vehicules still burning and destroyed tank§. Our house had suffaired quite &
lot— furniture had been destroyed and some of .my beloved toys had been smas-~
hed. Later on we found our cat dead in ths seat my father had bzen taking a
nap a few minutes betore.

and sud.enly the tight startec ageine Tanks were tiring at each
other at very close range. Artillery came joining in and Americarn planes part
icipated and drhped bombs on the German tanks but not zlways with the expec-
ted success., We learned afterwards that the “mericans had launched a counter-
sttack to take back the village from the Germans and get their woundes/ sol-
diers and thc civilisrs evacuated,

In the village itself many farms got bombed and 2 lot of people
were éilled in their cellars.

“hat was the atnmosphere outside? Shells exploded here and there
near to the house. The battle seemed to have moved to the north - direction
Lierneux, in the morning,two big Germon tanks - Tiger Royal~ one towing
the other stopped under the huge fur-trees near the farm which like an umbrel-
la kept them out of sight of the American planes circling from time to time
above the area., Five men alighted - Une was an $/S recognizable by his black
uniform and the dead-head on his cap. They took possession of one of our cel-~
lars., They did us no harm, on the contrary whein we went outside they joined
us and gave us their binoculars to have a better looikk on the battie-field
farther down the hill, An Amsrican plane got touched by the DCA - parachutes
opened in the sky.

For somc time we were aware that somcone was crying ané"shouj?t?
not far off and then we saw a soldier crawling on his on his beack a few yard
down on the meadow, My s:atzrs got near to him - 1t was aon smerican soldier,
the only survivor of the truck that had bezn plown up by the Germens the day
before. iliz leg was badly injured and he suffered quite o lot. He helped him-
self with a peg from & fence and with pieces of his own cloth.He had been 24
hours in the snow and the freczing nignt of Cristmas. ily sisters went to ask
for help ct a German field-hospitsl, but thecy were very reluctant to do some-
thing for en enemy when they had their nands full with their own wounded.
Finaily they came and took the man prisonecr, th2y brought them in a nearby
house and gave hinm some carec., The Boy was very badly wounded, he had lost &
lot of blood. The Germans were not willing to do more for this prigsoner,who
tried to stop th: pain with some powder he had in his own out-fit,
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« After four days of horrible suffering we could do nothing about he became
delirious- he took his rosary out of his pocket and started praying and ask-
ing’ for 2 priest.

My father had great pity with the poor boy and willing to do him the favor
of getting a priest started for the next village FRAITURE under a rain of
shells. He found the vicar in a cellar hiding with some of his parishers.

It was not easy to persuade the man to get outside., MMoreover that in the
opinion of many people of the old times Americans did not believe in God

and did not nezd a catholic priest, i1y father could convince of tiic contra-
ry and when he was finally ready to coamc out of his shelter, his parishers
did not want him to go and he remained in spite of thz insistance of my fat-
her and his immenee disappointment to come back empty-handed.

iy father told us what he had seen on his weay to the village and how often

he had cxposed his life to bring soane comfort to one of his fellow-men,

It had been in vein and he would never forget the cowardice of this clergy-
man,

The woundzd wes in 2 very bad state - he was raving all thertime now.
Finally a Gzrman ambulance came and picked him up to bring him to some un-
known destination, They werz furious on us becausc we had bothercd so much
about ai: ifmerican., The showzd it clearly when they put the man in the amou-
lance. We nzver heard of him again z2..d w2 were under such high pressure that
we even forgot to ask his name and address - we could have informed his fami-~
ly afterwards. A pity but tovlate. This was a real experience of war and we
learned at the same time what mzn are able to do to their own kind,

My father wes & brave man - he had already given the proof of it a many times
but he was also vary practicsl.

The fighting wes hardly away at some distance and alveady he started thinking
of the damage done to the house and of getting the necessary material to

take on the repairing.

Once again he lsft the house and got down to the village. He stzid away a
great part of the day. 'We were all very worried - mother cried -~ but about
midnight, we heard a noise. It was fathar who ceme back but hs was not alone.
A German truck had picked him up on thz road, it needed somes repairs.

My father told us of all;the atrocities he had secn and how young fanatic
German soldiers drove deliberately their tanks over the bodies o7 American
soldiers. A young soldier said to him mockingly in French " you see the great
war is only starting now",

AV AV AV TAVATIET LAY AP ARAEATATAVALA TS
YA T A R S R EEA TA TR TR AN

The first deys of this Re-Occupation and as soon as thney were master agein

of the mzin road SALMCHATIAU/LA ROCHE more and more Cerman troops arrived

with their TigersRoyal and Panther tanks.They werc mostly young boys and it

was astounding to see so many after 5 years of war.

My father had already started with the repairing of the house and we had to

help him transporting tihz boards he had found at a carpenter’'s.\thile negoti-

ating with that wman 2 shell fell on the house and nearly killed all the inha-

bitants of which my father. More than once during the transportation we had

to lie down zand take cower when fmerican plenes fired on the German tanks and

trucks, A truck completcly burned out near to our fara got its dayly rain

of bullets from those plznes and became e real danger for the populstion li- }

ving in this ¢ ny houses had bezn destroyed theses lzst days and guite

2 lot of pzopnle hzd |
the ses still up-right,
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the penury of food. iNear to our hous was a field-kitchen and I must say taat
ths men in charge were not too“bad. {iore than once they took they took thz
meat out of thz tubs to giwe it to us kids before serving their own men.

we brought thzn the buckets of water we had taken in z small river after ho-
ving brokesn the ice and we weare rowarded with o piece of their gray bread,
and from tims to tinms we stole some behind their bacts, It wag n:cessary to

surviveig .



rhé Germans did not fail to do the same. They often raided abandoned hou-
sess and came back with poultry which they ordered my sisters to pluck and
prepare for them, )
~mong the S/5 occupying part of our house was a young soldier who used to
play with tis revolver and went oin (hreatening to kill us all if the Amer-
icans came back,
The promiscuousness created by living together in the same house made that
I became a friend of a vecry young soldier, hardly a little bit older thanm
me..We could not very well communicate together but he made me understand
that I was a very lucky boy and that at my age - I5 years - he had elready
been enlisted for about 3 years - he was I8,
One day, he got permission to show me the dinside of a Tiger Royal, It was
quite an experience for a boy of my age. When we ceme out of ths tank “my
frizsnd” had taken somcthing in his hand and threw it away and then started
running like a fonl.I followed him in the some dirzction - seconds later
a hand-grenade exploded. It was my luck to have rcacted imnediately ond
taken the some direction os he did. God knows what would have happend.
Oour fathers with thz experisnce they had of th: nrevious war scid " never
trust a2 Germen he is 2 Boche and always will rcmcin a Bocne"
Anywzy this endsd our "frienship®”.The boy gor killed by one of his own,
probably the /S guy, who got every day morzs excited with his revolver,
His corpse was lying a few yords from the house and remoined there for
almost one month. -
The excitzment was due to the return of the Americans,

YOO XXX S
we were living in our cellars mostly day and night. It was also thz only
way to stay alive under the deluge of fire and steel the /merican Artil-
lery spread over the area. It was the only way they had to stop th:o German
troops who considering their various movements must have great difficulties
My fathsr had made himself a kind of shelter in the meadow and runnring the
risk of lLosing his Life by this speciat kind of courage could tolow the
movements down-hill and saw how the Germans started to withdraw,
He clso still preterred the stables to the cellar. The only night that he
had made an exception a rain of shells came down on the house and there
were my father used to sleep 3 cows got killed. Poor cattle lucky father,
We were often many days without news. Anyhow the noise ot the battle came
nearer and nearer and trom the state the German soldiers weee in we could
imagine that they werec not going through happy moments.
Une day, a group~ of IC Germen soldiers arrived at thc house-they were I7
I8 years oild - frozen and starving. They ate some hard raw potatoes aban-
doned by the tank squadron. One of them took a box of cannz:d fish out of
his pocket and handed it to the officer,wno gave some to each of them,
and off they went again to killing and death, & little later we got a Ger-
man artillery group near the house. They started immediatele with the inst-
allation of & ficld-telephone. They sure had no scrupules to nail the ca-
bles in the walls as well as in the furniture. All was hordly finishod as
the telecphone reng. The officer took the communication and tho cables got
enrolled again - the noils remained in the furniture.
Tt viae an order of retreat. They spread o map on the table and asked us to
show them the noursst rond to the village of PETITIS-TAILLTS - I/7 mile
couth of RI5NE. 'Je tried to give them some falsa information but thoy found
out that it was swamp area. They leit without further conuent,

The same dov at night took place the gatharirg of o great nuabesr of Geramnn
7 ) t ; 2 o : 7

troops. High ranksd officers studiscd mgPs znd jave orders, Tne next ooy

infantry-men arrived from LIIRNEUN in {files of m=ny miles. Some were car-

rying their gear on whenlbarrows and milk-cars. 3oys and men from I3 to
50 veass old with nothing left anymorce of their haugthinass of o few
290, At th: end of the day when the passage pf tho infoantry hcd stopne
motorized groups arrived - preferring the dark to eccape the famerican
aviation. Some had taken white blankets from a nearby lunstic institute
hoping to be better camouflaged with the snow covering the ground.,
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Germans were more and more retrzating. e were very happy that this was
probably leading to the end of our nightmare but from the othoer side we
were fearing that the near presence of the German troops would concentrate
the bombing on this arca and our house. It was rsally unbelievable that
anybody could ever escape from this hell of fire and explosions.
Unfortunately Germans were not the only targets - Civilians naid & large
tribute. A small village Like {4AHHAY counting =zbout IC houses received
more than 6500 shells in one day. A real disaster but as they say " no om-
elette without breaking the eggs. (picturs oi poge 23)

On the 6th of January we saw the first Feldgendarmes, theoy were looking.
for descrters.

The battle was now going on in thz woods batwezn FRAITURE and LIZRHEIUX
and we could clearly malke the distinction between the Serman and the Amer-
ican gunfire, e heard the mortar firs and even

at but not for a long

N

t
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N2 automatic rifles,
a

th hore and thzre rea

cn €
Snow tried to cover yhz landscape under o white ¢
time fire - bombs -shellis would soon blacken i
spots on 1it,
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RETOUR DES AMERICAINS = THE AMERICANS CAME BACK
On the 7th of January we were awakoened out of our light sleep by a hell

of & cannonade., Probably what they called a curtain-Tire.
we kept very quite in our cellar. In spits of tho horriblas turmoil outside

)
bla
nd oreak through tho roof,

we hecard nizczs of lead beating the walls A

what could we do else than pray wait and hope.

About € o'clock, the firing calmed down a liitle bit, e heard the noise
of enginzs zpproaching the house, My father went upstairs to have a look,
he told us that the2 G8rman tanks had gone , that the Aumericans were not fa
aviay and that we could come out now of our shelter,

wWe were surprised that they were not coming nesrazr, but soon we knew why *
they had szen the Tiger Royal under the tress near th: house. My father

t
tried to explain the best he could that this tank was completely harmless,
They remoined suspicious and only approached after a2 great deal of precau-
tions.

They visited the wholz house from cellar to the roof. In one room they
found two soldiers who were very happy to be medes prisonner. Two other sql.
came from another tarm and surrendaraed with pnlsasure,Their rifles were “*
smashed against the wall, My father would have liked to get one but he
colud not make himselt understood.

uther prisonners wers brought in - heppy to have some rest in the straw
and smoke an Amesrican cigearette.

Anyhow the fight was not finished yet. Shells still fell here and there in
the near area., OGOreat hopes we had now to be liberated 2 second timc but
doubts remzinzcd neverthelessz and would soon forgzst wihot had happened just
a tortnight before.

Could we trust this time our Alties who,in spite of their considerable arnm-
ed forccs had heczn obliged to abandon us in Decaabor IN44,

we were going to lcarn arterwsrds that the lligh Commandment had been for-
ced to modify their strategy because of the suddeness of the Blitz-attack
of the Garman Panzertroops until DINANT And the MZIUSE tnrough 3\3TOGHE and
HOUFrALIZES,

Suprems CJommander Eissnhower, at his staff mesting in VETDUN on the ISth
e ) -

of December had given the Zefenss of the Northern flanc  to ilontgommcry.
In the mrning of 20th Dec. after an ingpection of the ARDEIUES, itontgommer)
decided against the will of thz Aamericans to withdraw the troops froam the
region of St.VITi. I'nis decision gave the Germans 2 Trec entrance to nuie-
rous villoges and amcant afterwards destruction and deuth to taks them back
in January IS4G,

N AT AR A AV AT RV R RV
IR T S e S Ak - ..



7.
HOTRE JCUMIEME LIBERATION - SECOND LIBERATION (The good one)

on the 7th of January we were liberated for the second time.I must say it
was not guitc thc same as in September IC44., We had to get accustomed to
other uniforms and new foces, 'Je assisted to considerable movements of troo
s mostly coming from the front in Germany. But we also went on staying in
the cellar as artillery shells continued falling here end there in the area
mMaturally, we had less problems with food as the Americans gonerously share
their ¥ rotions with us. The number of rafugees increcsec every day as many
farms hed burncd down,

Aur liboration was not that enjoying as it was not going to be for all thes
young guys,who had coac from so far over the ocean to got us free again.,
o]

1
Dstorz lcaving tha Germens had placed minzs all around tnc place we were
living. ..nd th2 vory first doy @ jeep with a comaanuaing officer and a few
aen touched onc of those mines. The explosion killed them all., But &lso the
tanks got proslems ond somc were immobilized on the spot.
vilhereas the Serman Tiger Royal remained I4 days under ths trees without be-
ing renoired, the Jfamerican workshop did miracles.
tsors and more civilians came out of their shelter some to find their houses
destroyed and still burning. Unfortunately some of them got killed while
returning home. It wes said that oll this destruction was caused by one
single German tank - It took some time to locate it and stopped it.
The viliage of RIGNE had bee. the target of this tank,
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Presently we sesmed to be out of danger., The fight was moving more to the
Soutn-iCast. Thne Allied Forces nezded one week to liberate a number oV vil-
lages along the road SALHTHATEAU - 3ARAQUI FRAITUREZ.

The military losses were high very high on both sides -~ estimation runs
about more than 3000 dead and wounded.aterial losses were considerable too
more than 300 tenks and 2 great number of vehicules ware counted - all tihis
in a very smnall area,.

Many civilians got killeud and wounied during the battle -~ but still morec
were going to lose their lives by the mines which the Germans had left be-
hind; one of my best fricnds - my age - got killed that way.

Houses were desfoyed - some completely - livestock had suffered severely-

nerscnally we had three cows killed. In other farns the spectacle wos hor-

ibla. The dead animclc, some in an advanced state of alteration, were teken
A

, S
out znd put in a Jdzap hole digged in the meadow.
was it throuch contact or privation but somc people got a disease - 2 cort
skin disorder accomnanied by itching and sometimcs ulcerous wounds,

4 sanitary team went from house to house to disinfect and everybody got
smecred in with a kind of sulphur crean.

It had not stopped &nowing fdo.many days covering the landscape with a
white corpet morc than a foot big. It made the job of clearing tnhe roads
not ecsier for the engineers in spite of their gigantic bulldozers, and
beceuse thay had also to bo coersful regarding the explesivas cover

srow. Many corpses of Belgion civilians and fwericen and German szlcic
cre going to remain for more th=n a month in tihcir white winding-shcet
waiting together for ths thaow to come.
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It too% some tinmn Dotfore neonle got thoir spirit back 2gein ond were able
to think and act rnormatly. 3ut slowly the daity life wos organized and the
inventory of oll thz destuction and of ‘cll that was ngeded esteblished,

Food - wheat - sugar - cornad-beof and 2!l &ind of victunls wers proviced.
Clothes - shoes - coats =~ blankets and oll kinds turniture werc distri

+
i

buted to thosc who had lost cll, A greot wive olilzrity generalized

and villages which haod sufiered less of this 1z fifensive adoptea tnose

which had been Gestoycsd. There ware no churchzs and o schools anymore but

mass was said in thsz farms and we kids had not to wait very long before sc

ing our teachers agzin.
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A1k this solidarity and 2ll this loving of one's fellowmen however could not
make us forget that the war was still going on and that the Winter was very
hard thid year in January. Some furniture was even uscd to make Tire.

when thaow tinally arrived and the snow disappeared another horrible spectac-
le was offered to our eyas. dundreds of corpses sprecd all over the meadows
=nd the fields and betwecn the trees in the woods:mericans and Germans to-
gether - some so near toguther that they could have given each other the hanc
before the killing. Yes, it were horrible scenes we werc contemplating.
Things started to settle slowly but surcly, e could go out - carefully be-
couse of the mines - to look for things that could bo useful as we had not-
hing left anymore. But like in most of the ploces all over thc world,there
are thieves and people without any scrupules. Somz did not hasitate to das-
poil cadavers Trom their bHilongings.

'T was only IS but if I moy say it amys2lf T was s clover boy.'fith a friend
we had found o trick to get a lot of jerricanes full of fuel out of the
Tigor Royal still standing undsr tha trecs n2zr thz house,

Unfortunatoly we would not profit z long time of our discoveory. Some stran-
gars I had never scen before aml who snporently were specialized in this
kind of trede put en end to it, (plcture page =TI 2 victim of the carnagc)
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T would like to relats here an event that could heve had & fatal and drama-
tic issue and annihilate the chance that had been ours up to now - the whole
family to come out of the hell without injuries.

T forgot to tell you that I had I2 sisters ., I was the only boy - the youn-
gest.of thirteen. ’

Since 2 few days we hed in and around the house z company of solgiers - mosh
colored - speciazlists in explosives and sunnosed to find the mines and make
them inoffensive,

One day, we were all at teble with one of my married s:isters aind her young
child - a heovy detonation shook the shole house and a piece of the roof
came down and fell just on the child,

Everybody got panicky - the child cried and my father slready exiremely ner-
vous by those nearby explosions took a big kitchen-knife and rushed on the

American,who wzs reeponsible of the explosion and who not guite knowing what

was happening ,ran promptly away. He came back afterwards with some of his
comrades,they disarned my father and as both parties were unable to under-
stand each other , they placed my father against the wall.and got ready to
shoot him,

Fortunately =zt this very moment an officer (whitc)errived on the spot and
what more is he understood Brench, my father could explain to him the reesson
why he had lost his temper. The officer listened carefully, he let my father
go and no morec explosions took place near the house.

Y think tha time hac cous to maks a slight reference to the opinion of these
Ardznnees villagers concerning the events of tha last days,they coampared
facts that were not aslweys veluable for evervhody. In those very isolated
villages thz tour years Gernan occupation of our territory had passed almost
unnoticed. The fizlds were ploughzsd,the cattle was cared znd healthy and
there was no lack of foad which wes not tihe case in other parts of the coun-
try. The Garman occupant did nothing wrong against the faras and the feros
as long os tiney wicrc not surpirised hiding resistonts and aviztors.

snd now, just in & few weeks all at oncs had changad,thzir houses were des-
troyed, their fumily and friends killad or wounged and o grzat deal of their
livowstock decimataed. .and how and by what ? their ansuer was by Americon

shells,
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Lite'in the village became a little bit better orgenized every day.
=" war waos still going on and men got still killed but in tarther away
arcas, nearer to Germany and soon inside Germany.

People buried their dead,restored their houses and tried to go about
their daily farm work,

vle the younsters of the village werc prying around to find war trophees.
For wy part,I was very proud to parade through thc villzge on a German
bicycle and armed with a German machine-gun.

Dut this was not going to last for a very long time. 3oon we received
a requisition order for the return of oll the military stuff.

“s T had hidden the bike without my porents being oware of it,it wes
caught afterwars , my fatner was sentenced twe years imprisonment with
Jdelay as being responsible for the dees of his so0n,

Tt was also thcs proof that things got normsl again,that a law was in
nlace znd had to be respected,

&)

After having played ¢ children's war games while sitting on 2 German bik
and bearing proudly the Germen machine-gun, we startad a more lucrative

business.

Actusliy we got to dismount Germau trucks and tanks, e gathered the
shells and tried to sell them to merchants ,who gencrally came from the
tovns and who had established a whole trade of spare parts and zll thing
that were aveilable and very apprecizted a2t & time that all wac scarce
and the cars stayed inmobilized in the garages.

s also could de somz little jebs for the “rmy, such oec accompanying

the militcry trucks the reilroad station for loading and unloading sup-
pliee, It was clso on opportunity to eat with the troop.

Owing to all this activity,I had acquired s joly sum of money which as

2 loving son I handed truthfully over to my parents,Iit helped them to
buy some furniture and a couple of cowse.

Tt became more ond more evident that thsz war was now golng to an end,
Night and day hundreds of planes passed on in the dirzction of Germany
which mas merciless destroyed and made to pay its debt to humanity,
Tinally arrived the 8th of iMay If45, Germeny capitulated after having
cacrificed millions of people to the murderous craziness of one man.

We, our family,our so nuacrous femily had safely escaned from this blind
torment.Very few were sble to say so and at that mowent we did not know
anything of what hzd happened in Germany and in other countries with
concentration camps and atrocities.

For most of the people in the Ardenires - simple follkks -~ used to live in
their isolated villages , more preoccupied by their tamily,their work

in the fidtids than what was going on outside, the conviction persisted
that they had been deliberately sacrificed to some strategic convenience
and thzy were not far from accusing iarshal wONTGGERY to be the very
culprit when he decided on tha 20th of December to withdraw the American
troo»s on several miles,

snyway, they will for cver keep the memory of the terrible 'Winter months
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