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MY grandfather, EDMUND PFANNENSTIEL JOINED THEj ii

NATIONAL GUARD IN ly38, IN SALINA KANSAS. HE MARRIED? ?

LORETTA KUHN ON JANUARY S, 1940. THEY BOTH WORKED AT THE

LAMER HOTEL TO SUPPORT THEMSELWES. IN DECEMBER OF 1940 WHEN’■

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT MOBILIZED THE NATIONAL GUARD

PVT. PFANNENSTIEL WAS SENT TO CAMP ROBINSON IN LITTLE ROCKj

ARKANSAS. GRANDMA EVENTUALLY MOVED TO LITTLE ROCK WHERE SHE

AND Gh'ANDPA HAD AN APARTMENT. THEY STAYED IN LITTLE ROCK

UNTIL DECEMBER OF 1941,

AFibK THE JAhANESE BOMBED PEARL HARBOR ON T'ECEMBER 7,

1941 EDDY WAS MOVED TO FORT ORD CALI FORM IA . GRANDMA JO I \-\ED■! s

HIM IN CALIFORNIA SIX MONTHS LATER WITH THEIR NEW BABY

PATRICIA ANN MY MOTHER. MRS. PFANNENSTIEL TRAVELED BY TRAIN1

AND OH ONE STOP LEFT BABY PATRICIA WITH A SOLDIER SO SHEJ

COULD GEl OhF to BUY MILK. SHE WAS NOT ALLOWED BACK ON UNTIL

THE HELPFUL G.I. CAME OUT TO VOUCH FOR HER.

THEY WERE THEN MOVED TO SANTA BARBARA CALIFORNIAJ

WHEkE THEY REMAINED FOR 11 MONTHS. THE LIVING QUARTERS WERE

SO SMALL THh BABY CRIB WAS THE BOTTOM DRAWER OF THE CLOTHESJ

CHEST. FROM SANTA BARBARA EDDY WAS SENT TO LA NASA FOR

ABOUT SIX MONTHS. FROM THERE HE WAS SHIPPED TO CAMP HuUSEY,

itXAS. GhANDMA joined him in TEXAS AFTER WAITING A TIME IN

CALIFORNIA

IN THhIk search for AN APARTMENT IN GAINESVILLE J

GRANDPA REMEMBERb UARRYING THE BABY WITH GRANDMA UNTIL 2:30

A , M . ON THE DAY OF THEIR ARPLOAL BECAUSE EVERY LANDLORD

REFUStD Tu RENT TO COUPLES WITH CHILDREN. FINALLY A WOMEN

LET THEM HAVE A ROOM FOR I WO NIGHTS IN AN APARTMENT RENTED

iO A TRAVELING SALESMAN UNTIL HE RETURNED. THEY MOVED TO A

MC^bL UNilL HOUSING bbCANE AVAILABLE. DURING ALL THIS TIME

IN TEXAS GRANDPA CUULD UNLY VISIT BRIEFLY EACH EVENING AND!l <
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HAD TO CATCH THE LAST BUS BACK TO CAMP AROUND MIDNIGHT. ON

UJASHING DAYS THE NEW LANDLADY WATCHED BABY PATRICIA ASj

GRANDMA JOINED OTHER MILITARY WIVES ON THE WAGON TO LAUNDRY

FACILITIES.

IN THE LATE PART OF 1943 EDDY WAS SENT TO NEW JERSEYj

4.
ENDING THE FEW HECTIC YEARS THEFOR ASSIGNMENT OVERSEAS j

YOUNG FAMILY HAD TOGETHER. THE WAR AT THAT POINT AFFECTED

MANY IN EDDY'-S FAMILY BEYOND HIS WIFE AND CHILD. HIS

PARENTS MR. AND MRS. MIKE PFANNEWSTIEL.SAW EIGHT OF THEIR} 5
NINE SONS GO INTO THE ARMED FORCES THEIR ELDEST BEING TOOj

OLD FOR THE DRAFT. AT THE SAME TIME, THEIR OLDEST DAUGHTER ■-S

HUSBAND WAS IN THE EUROPEAN WAR ZONE. PATRICIA-'S AUNT ALSO

FOLLOWED HER HUSBAND FROM POST TO POST.

FIVE DAYS AFTER D-DAY EDDY LANDED ON OMAHA BEACH,

WnbRt r.E Was ASSibNED \ U f Hh lAuTn iNrAiN! K f . uN DtL-bMBtr:;

16,1944, DURING THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE IN BELGIUM, THE

ORDER CAME TO MOVE OUT. EDDY WAS IN THE LAST GROUP TO MOVE
L

OUT OF THE TOWN. UNFORTUNAXLY, THE GERMANS ARRIVED THERE

BEFORE THEY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO GET OUT. THEY WERE TAKING

SHELTER IN THE UPPER FLOOR OF A HOUSE WHEN CAPTURED BY THE

S.S. AND SENT TO A PRISON CAMP IN SAD ORB, GERMANY.

CHRISTMAS WAS SPENT IN A BOXCAR ENROUTE.

WHO HAD MOVED BACK TOGRANDMAON JANUARY 15 1 945 fj f-

WAS JUST ARRIVINGHAYS WHEN GRANDPA WAS SHIPPED OVERSEAS j

HOME AFTER HAVING SEEN SHOPPING. SHE WAS BRINGING TWO ICE

CREAM CONES FOR HER NEPHEWS, WHEN SHE SAW A NOTE INFORMING

HER THERE WAS A TELEGRAM DELIVERED FOR HER. GRANDMA''S NEXT
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DOOR NEIGHBOR HAD RECIEMED THE TELEGRAM FOR HER FOR SHE

DIDN'T WANT IT LEFT WITH TWO SMALL CHILDREN. WHEW GRANDMA'S

NEIGHBOk saw I HA! SHE WAS HUME, SHE BROUGHT THE TELEGRAM

OWER TU HER. THE TELEGRAM STATED THAT HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN
4

LISTED AS MISSING IN ACTION.

FROM THIS POINT ON EMERY KNOCK AT THE DOOR EMERY CAR!l

THAT PULLED UP MADE GRANDMA JUMP 

WAS INFORMATION ABOUT HER HUSBANDGOOD 

UNTIL APRIL THAT SHE HEARD ANY MORE. THE NEIGHBOR LADIES

FOR SHE WiAS SURE THAT IT

OR BAD. IT WASN'T

'CAME RUNNING OMEk TO INFORM HER THAT SHE HAD A TELEGRAM. DUE

TO HIGH WINDS THAT DAY THt MESSAGE THAT INFORMED HER OF THE»

TELEGRAM HAD BLOWN OFF OF THE DOOR AND LANDED IN THE

BACKYARD. BECAUSE SHE WAS TOO NERMOUS TO DRIME GRANDMA HADf

A f-KlEND DRIME HER TO PICK UP THE TELEGRAM BECAUSE SHE

DIDN'I KNOW WHETHER IT WAS GOING TO STATE THAT EDDY WAS DEAD

OR MISSING IN ACTION. AGAIN IT STATED THAT HE WAS MISSINGj

IN ACTION EMEN THOUGH HE WAS IN A PRISON CAMP THIS WHOLEj

TIME. THE GERMANS i-AILED TO INFORM THE ALLIES OF THE

PRISONERS BEING HELD IN THEIR CAMPS.

THE CONDI i IONS hARLY ON IN PRISON CAMPS WERE MER'r' BAD.

LITTLE FOOD AND POOR CONDITIONS PREMAILED. A MESSAGE FROM

EDDY rINALLY REACHED LORETTA THAT HE WAS IN GERMANY AND

"GcTTING ALONG FINE." KNOWING OF HIS WHEREABOUTS GRANDMA

TKibD GEiilNG A CARE PACKAGE DELIMERED TO HIM, INCLUDED

AMONG THE CANDY BARS AND CANNED FuOD WAS A WEDDING BAND. THE

PACKAGc, f^LATTtNED BY j HE THOUSANDS OF MILES TRAMELED

FINALLY REACHED EDDY TWO YEARS AFTER THE WAR ENDED AT HIS5

HOME IN HAYS.
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HIS BOYHOOD KNOWLEDGE OF THE GERMAN LANGUAGE EASED THE

PROBLEM OF COMMUNIGATING WITH CAMP GUARDS. HE WAS SELECTED

BY THE THREE THOUSAND YANKS AS "CHIEF MAN OF CONFIDENCE"

L^^f^ON WITHWHICH MEANT HE WAS THE PRISON AND LOCAL
4

AUTHORITIES. HE CARRIED THE WHITE FLAG LEADING TWO GERMAN

OFFICERS TO THE LIBERATING AMERICAN FORCES.

THE CAMP HOLDING GRANDPA WAS LIBERATED ON APRIL

16,1945. THE RECORDS OF ALL THE PRISONERS HELD-CN THAT CAMP

WERE TAKEN BACK TO THE PENTAGON WHERE THEY WERE STILL LISTED

AS MISSING-IN ACTION EVEN THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN OUT FOR A

COUPLE OF WEEKS. EDDY WAS FLOWN TO WASHINGTON WITH THE LIST

OF P.O.W.S WHILE THE OTHERS RETURNED BY BOAT.

GRANDPA, WHO CARRIED HIS BABYW5 PICTURE WITH HIMf

THROUGH THE WAR AND IN PRISON CAMP WAS BY THEN SUCH Aj

STRANGER TO HIS DAUGHTER THAT SHE WOULD CRY WHENEVER SHE WAS

LEFT ALONE IN THE ROOM WITH HER, SOON THEREAFTER MANY HAPP’-c-j

SMILES APPEARED IN PICTURES AND THE BABY PICTURE NOW RESIDES

IN MOM^'S BANK SAFE BOX,

GRANDPA WAS IN ATTENDENCE AT THE GROUNDBREAKIN6 OF

19SS AND WILL BE AT THE DEDICATION ON MEMORIAL DAVAPRIL 11 j

IV'SS FOR A WAR MEMORIAL ON THE ELLIS COUNTY COURTHOUSE

GROUNDS. HE WORKED IN FUNDRAISING AND IS PROUD OF THIS

MONUMENT DEDICATED TO THOSE WHO MADE THE SUPREME SACRIFICE

OF THEIR LIVES FOR OUR COUNTRY
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"STAUQ
(Ground Forcoa Privatea 
Capturad in the Bulge)

/ »
Location Stalag 9B vaa aituated in the outskirta of Bad Orb (50 degreoa 11^" II. - 9 degrooa 
' 22" E.)‘in the Heasen-Naasau region of Pniaaia, 51 kilometera northvoat of

Frankf ur t-on-Hain.

StrenfTth On 17 Decenber 19Ui> 985 PW captured during the first tuo dasm of the German
counter-cffenaive, were marched for four days from Belgium into Qomany. During 

" this march, they rocoiTed food and water only once. Die walking wounded received 
no attention except such first aid aa American medical personnel in the colvcui 
could give them. Diey reached Qcrolatein and were packed into bonoara, 60 men to 
the car. The cars were so snail that the men could not lie down. K/ entered the 
cars on 21 Decenber and did not get out until 26 December. En route, they wore fed 
only once4 Eight non seeking to escape Jumped into a flald and wore killed by 
exploding land mines. Die Qenaan sergeant in charge, enraged that anyone had i

• attempted escape, began shooting wildly. Although he knew that eveiy car was 
densely packed with Ftf, he fired a round through the door of a car, killing an 
Aiaarican soldier. The day after Cnrlstaas, the nen arrived at Bad Orb. • j

i

■ On 25 January the canp reached its peak with !i070 Amorioan enlisted men, The 
following day 1275 HCQ* s were transferred to Stalag 9A Zlegenhaln. On 2fl February 1
lOCXD privates left Stalag 12A Limburg, for Bad Orb. They marched in a column which !
averaged 25 miles a day. On leaving they were given one-half a loaf of bread and 
a s&all cheese for the five-day march. Ho medical supplies were available) men 
who collapsed were left behind under guard. PV had no- blankets and some had only i
a'shirt and a paih of trousers for clothing. Their arrival, plus that of other '
PW, brought the camp, strength to 3333 on April 1 19li5.

Description From 290 to 500 PW wore jtaiaed into barracks of the usual one-story wood and 
tarpaper types, divided into two sections with- the washroom in the middle.
Washroom facilities consisted of one cold water tap and one latrine hole emptying 
into an adjacent cesspool which had to be shoveled out every few days. Each half 
of the barracks contained a stove. Throughout the winter the fuel ration was two 
an loads of wood per stove per day, providing heat for only one hour a day. Bunks, 
when there was bunks,, were tzlple-deokers arran|ed in groups of four. Three 
barracks were completely bare of bunks and two others had only half the number 

- needed with the result that l50p mem were sleeping on the floors. Pw who were 
fortunate received one blanket eadi, yet am the camp' e Jlberation some 30 Pv still 
lacked any covering whatsoever. To keep waxm, nen huddled together in groupa of 
three and fdtr. All barracks were in a etate of disrepair) roofs leaked; windows 

• • were broken; lifting was either nnsatiaffictory or lacking completely. Very few 
barracks bad tables and diairs. Some bunks had mattresses and some barrack floors 
ware covered with -straw, whidi PV used in lieu of toilet paper. The outdoor 
latrines had some for^ seats - a ntnber totally insufficient for the needs -of 
JiOOO non. Every building was Infested with bedbuge, fleas, lice and other vemin.

D.S. Personnel Pfc. J.C.F. Kasten whs Kan of Confidence, jg3l£tad by Pvt. Edmund Pfruiaear 
Btlel who gpoke Qeraaa fluent^. When Pfo. Eaaten was sent on^on_a_kccTando 
workdng^j>«^,._the_baiTStarieadere_BuggesJ^d that 

, Pvt. Pfannenstiel^refused the;po8t, however,-xintil-the.barraoks.loadors had 
consulted PW in their‘charge and'gained their approval. S.die^^en;'.7.,..Jie _was^an. 

■' extremely able HOC. His assistant was Pfc- Ben F. Dcdge. Other Important nembers 
■ of the staff were:

Captain O.C. Burton 
1st Lt« J.P. Sutherland 
Captain K.i. Eder 
let Lt. S.R. Heel 
1st Lt. E.J. Hurley

Kedioal Corps 
Medical Corps 
Dental Corps 
Chaplain 
Chaplain

(
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Oerwan Pereonnel Hotevorthy membars of tha Qarsian complement are Hated balowr 
pberat Sleber 
Oberatleutnant Wodarg 

‘ Hauptmann Horn 
Haupmann Kuhla 
Sonderfuhrar Eonnkirch 
Ccfraitar Weiaa

. Prt, Wolfgang Datha
It vaa Haupmann Kuhla who paraitted American pw to replace Rusaiana in the camp 
kitchen and Prt. Dathe vho enabled then illegally to appropriate extra rationa. 
Oefreltar Weiaa, at great personal riak, informed the KOC aa to the progresa of the 
var daily located the poaitioh of'advancing American troopa on maps which he 
aniQggled in to the American PV.

After a 23 Karch 19h$ vlalt the Swiaa Delegate reported, "In spite of the facy that 
-it ia difficult to obtain any kind of material to improve conditionh, it is moat 
strongly felt that the camp commander with his ataff have no interaat whatsoever in 
tha welfare of* the priionora of war, Thia ia clearly ehovn by the fact that although 
he made many primiaea on our last visit, he has not even tried to ameliorate condition 
and is apt to blame the Allies for ihxi

treatment In a report desorlbing Stalsgs 9A, 9C and 9B, which he vlBlted 13 March 191^5, the 
Repreaentatlve of tha International Bed Crosa stated, "Ihe situation nay be considered 
very serioua* The personal impression which one gats from an inspection tour of 
camps cannot be described. One discovers distress and famine in their most terrible 
forms. Mosy of the prisoners who have come here from the territoriaa of the Eaat, 
and those vho a till continue to oomt, are nothing but akin and bones. Very mar^ of 
them ajre suffering from acute diarrhea with bloody phlegm due to their complete 
exhaustion. Pneumonia,' dorsal and bronchial oases are rery conwon.

The prisoners vho have been in camp for a long time are often also ao thin that those 
whom one had known previously can hardly be recognized.

these prisoners, in rags, covered with filth and infested with vermin, live crowded 
together in barracks, when they do not lie under tents, squeezed together on the 
ground on a thin pallet of dir^ straw or two or three per cot, or on bend^es and 
tablas. Sone^ of then are scarcely able to get up, or else they fall in a swoon aa they 
did when they tried to get up when the Representative was passing through. They do 
not more, even at meal time, vfaen they are presented with their inadequate German 
rations (fox' example 9B has been completely without salt for weeks).

Pood - When the Americans arrived the Eltehen was in charge of Russian PV under the lax 
superrisioa of Gezman guards. Sanitaiy conditions in the kitchen were foul and the 
soup prepMUvd vaa practically inedible. When the MOG vas peimitted to subatltuts 
Amerioan IV for the Russian help, there resulted a considerable improvement in the 
preparation of the meager prison fare. The eight bushels of psotatoee which German 
Pvt. Dathe enabled the Aneiioana to steal vas most necessary sinea the German ration 
vas terribly slight. It consisted of 300 grams of bread, 550 grams of potatoes, 30 
grams of horse meat, 1/2 litre of soup made from putrid greens. The greens made the 
men slok, and the XCC Intervened'to have the allotment of greens changed to oataeal.

’ Later, even this small ration vaa cut so that at the and of their stay FW were 
' recelTlng only 210 grama of bread and 290 grams of potatoes per day. The MX vaa 

oonvlnoed that a larger ration was available and attributes its non-dlstrlbution 
to Oberst Sleber, the' oosmandant. The full ration listed above vas the minisun 
German dvllian ration minus fresh vsgetables, aggs and vhole milk. Ko Oeman soldier 
vas so ill fed.

Cocxuindnnt
Deputy Oosmandant 
Camp Officer' 
Lager Officer 
Welfare Offloer 
Interpreter 
Mess Guard

these conditions due to their constant boebin

V



*' 3A thousand men lacked eatine

vhich they could put their hands. aiiything on

ip.7S/STL"LS'„T„“„?L- ”” "■ 1“ -r-
th. chaoua tr.n,pomtlon condition, vith^ 0,™^°*°*"* ™'’ ‘“^butcd to

tt, Qeraan ritlons had a paoar valo. «r iinn •,oontant va, ar.a further Wred^ thf Aotualljr, the caloric
^^ce a completaly inactlTa man j ^ products of Inferior

it i, appar^t that PW ver, ,lo„ly .Wth"’"

«d "Nutrition

^son^ry. Influenaa, grippe and bronchitl* “l"otriUon and
^ were rewiTed from th^^LrSo“™“!! the ca.-np.

furnished by the aewane^ntrtb^d^^® *!’w «=«-oit^ o'
Bight har, be«i „T.d. He KOC ooMi”“^!^ “thervi,;

Health

officers

Clothing

extra Items as shoes, overshoes, Sankets and^v*^ wearing, such
toners, no Jackets. Others lacked^oes and a fv”?

andelsawhare en route from the fron^- ^elr feet in rags. At
with the result that as late as the lest week Americans overcoats

tne laat week of March one-flfth of the PW had nc
Ho Clothing came from the Eed Cross because 

On a February ^$0 ©f the
of the transportaUon breakdovn.Work

Leipzig dietkot; Othw',:^ !t ™ ‘ dotachment in
hou,.k..ping chore.. UnmVl ^ ’‘^•T
tarchad into th. cap end teken tee °***“ guarta had
IMS real ted in conaiderable Inequity aln^t^*^^^^ da
^ tlae after Urn*. The «DC errand to ^ i^reqnently took tee isu^ »r„-.sr2“
»«n by ter.3er«a Llat««nt In ch«^, «d^o

the

• Paj :

'lASorgald- had bean tbollehad 
or nCO 8* The aaoiat due then vas
•r%ry month, to be settled at the 

. . XOK of hls status.

eradif^^ *-v.« *w ^ officer
Sf:S.‘£“»LTS«1..*2LS.T“

* ... WM irregular and
to Bill hene a fein post card Informing

no pay.Mail

Morale
of men vara *>7 March tee najoiltydC.gate »^.els,d tee f.ort^t «« and ap,te,Uo. The Swl.a
like beggar,. ' Anarioan end Brltieh IV aaked for food



4 The Proteotlng Power inepeotorB visited the camp on 2k January and 21 March 
19h5, each ,tljne reporting the atrocious 
from ^e commandant.

^e International Red Cross represntative wrote an extremely strong report 
deciylng camp oondlUona as ho saw them on 10 Haroh l?Jj^'. lhat more Red Cross 
food and auppliea did not reach camp must be attributed to the dlsruotlon of 
Oeraan transport*

For sinllar reasons, the U-ICA was never able to visit the canp nor to supply 
recreational equipment.

IJntU 25 January, no room was available for either Catholic or Protestant 
sorvioas, although two chaplins wore present in the canp. In February, however, 
the Chaplina hold regular services for both denoBinations and received the 
cooperation of Oerman camp authorities. »

When the MOC refused to ein^e out Jove for segregation, a German officer 
eelectod-thoea Americans ifho he thought were Jews and put them in a seperate 
barracks. No other dlscrinluation was cade against them.

From the end of December to the middla of January, PW were allowed to leave the 
barracks only between 063O and 1700 hourej the rest of the time they were locked 
in. Outdoor rocroatlon was non-existent because of PW's weakness. The British 
laaaret at Pad Sedan sent over 32 books, the only voliBee obtainable.

camp conditiona and extracting promises

Religiog

Recreation

Propoeed 
5va ojation Being informed of the rapid advance of the American forces, Pvt. Ffannenstiel 

began to prpare a camp organitation to meet the contingencies of their arrival. 
Secretly, with the aid of the barracks leaders, ha selected 500 of the most

ih the camp and made them military police, ^ose authority was to 
begin when the American troopa arrived in the vicinity, at which -time they were 
to maintain control and order vithin the camp. About the third week in March, 
the dlatriot commander ordered that 1500 of the men in Stalag ?B be marched 
eastward to another camp. When he received this order, subject protested that 
to march the men In their cemi-starved condition waa imposBible. He realieed 
that the Aaerioaas wen close and wished to prevent the jtaroh by turj 
possible. Hie dictrict cosEtander met his proteet by reducing the ntimber demanded 
to 1000. Subject iras told to chose the 1000 beat fitted for the marok. Ee than 
went to the German nadicAl officer in charge of the camp and pointed out that 
there were a number of diphtheria and possibly typhus cases in the camp and 
that to march then off might spread an cpldeaio through..the erea covered by 
the march. He was successful in convincing the doctor who proceeded to slap 
a ten-day quartintlBa on the camp. By this means subject was able to prevent 
the noTwient of any of the American PV*s until they were rescued by Amsricczi 
forces.

Subject was attending church services in the camp at liil5 hours on Easter 
Snndat, 1 April 19li5# when he was called out of the church. He suspected at 
this tine that the Africans might be closing in on the camp* Sent by the camp 
coBwanfWr to Bad Orb, a hospital town, he‘ was to the major in cosaiand

. hospitals. The major proposed that subject take a ^diite flag and
,,. , .proceed to meet the Americans troops and guarantee the surrender of the town. 

.’’Ibis proposel strongly accorded with the wishea of the townspeople. Subject 
felt that an American soldiar wandering around alone behind German lines canTln 
a white flag eight havo some trouble so he refused to go unless he was accomp­
anied by two uzumned Oenaan offloen. The major named two officers and with 
them subject proceeded toward the edge og town By this time an American unit, 
rumored to be one of great else and power, bad occupied the hill overlooking 
the town, As subject's party raaohad the edge of the town, it was otoppe^i

means

Liberation
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th« 0«m«n officer, Kijor,FtilknAn, charged .811111*17 defence of the town.
FuUoaan denied haTing made any arrangement vith the nedioal major for its surranded 
and refused to permit the part7 to proceed until he had consulted vith the medical 
major.

At'thla‘'Mme^-tho Qirdan ^rrle.on ope^d*U|?.vith''aa^l arms fire against the Amariaan 
position on the hill, and the Americana anavered vith machine guna. Subject's partj 

caught betveen the two firaa. The German officer vith him^then valked dovn thevas
atreet and told-his to fpUoi/and'keep ooo^, pi. th^maviUJBe ths^AferibanCfiring,

. vhioh ?ia<f’atarUd hi^h oVer hia heid, vaa^gettlng lover ajid lo'^^. Without ndoh time 
to apart, the German officer and be pinaged to duck into an underground hospital. 
During the night the medical major and the major in oossaand of the garrison met at 
the hoapital to consult on vhat to do. In the meantime the Americans began firing 
artillery shells into the tovn. Tbe^r dropped one ahall regularly erery 15 minutes. 
The medical major persuaded the garrison major that rasiatance vas hopeless and the 

•latter agreed to vithdrav hia troops* Tha vithdraval took place during the night and 
the next morning Pvt. Pfannenatiel'a par^ again vent forvard vi^ their vhite flag 

* to meet the Amerloans.

They made the contact on the edge of the tovn vith Capt. Langley, commander of an 
Amerioan reconnal aanee group of 200 men that bad run 60 miles ahead of the main body 
the American forces, and hours ahead of it's ovn ammunition supply. Bt the time that 
the .group entered Bad Orb vith its tank guna and antitank vaapona pointing fiercely 
in all directions, there vas not a single round of artillery assunition available to 
be fired from any of the guns. Subject borroved a oar and retaimad vith some of the 
American soldiers to Stalag 9B. There everything vas in order, the German guard unit 
remained and the camp eonnander turned over the control of the camp to the Americana. 
At about noon, American units of the main body began to pass throu^ the tovn, and 
vhan they learned of the pitiful condition of the American PW at Stalag SB, the units 
as they passed through, emptied their FX stores and sent them up to the prisoners. 
After several days, the Azoerican personnel at Stalag 9B, were evacuated to Camp 
Lucky Strike near Le Barve.

after the restriction vas lifted.These pages vere maxked secret, but I got th^
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