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 This information obtained from an interview with Lt Cel Joseph F,

; Puatt, 0288767, CO, 423-2, and Capt Joshua F, Totherland, 01726875,
Bn verpgeon, 4:3-¢, at Camp Lucky “trike (near 5t. Vanlerie~aux-Caen),
Fronce, on 17 April 1945, There cfficers are liberated prisonors of
vier awaiting shipment tc the United Stetes, Their statement was given
without any of the records of their unit -beinr at hend, but the
historien furniched e 1/50,000 mep of Germeny, sheet 21, and showed
the oflicers a copy of the 106 Division After iAction neport for
Decenber 194&, As priscuers they had been in e camp With many other
officers end men fron the 106 Liv erd had discusced the everts which
hed ooccurred many times, However, it is to be remembered that this is
the first combat Ly the wniim:wof the 106 Div and there ves no merging
of thig with any other combat experience., Fueit had no difficulty

" in giving his story or renbdmberins the eventc which hed talren plece,
but frequently; said thet the m:p did not confcrm to the terrain.

. He vms bitter in nis feclin; toward tho events which had taken place

;' % he. hed propored for fiftecn year:s Yo lead a battalion in ocmbat
" “w-an experience vwhich had lerted ondv & few days, He felt thet the
;‘;gfbuqd was defensible against any féréé vhich could be throvm apgainst
' t-ohad the‘éﬁﬁ%s Been proverlyv disvosed, le denounced as foolhardy

" the positions given to the o kkegiments and the order which forbade

‘any ‘'éhange in the positions teken over from the previous units, He
< dbelieved that tho %o -Reginments would heve been cepeble cf viithdrawing
2V VAL 4dHey had done o onathe nivtht of the 16th, and._thot The order of
7. defense in place showed a: leck of understanding of the enemy xtrength
ééff end-position as of that time, -

F y

Thislinfofm&tion is not to be quoted without personel apprownl+{1tl;1’Fkg#?\

John G, westover, Historian,

3“1=g . im theégliDec the'+106 Div relieved ihe “n' Inf Div in place—from.
?:‘ {hqif pgsitiong fc,ﬁh@ = of t.Vith. All threc regiments wefe comnitted‘ﬁf
RN . : . ' ’ ~
‘Q:' w;tﬁf?iv.g?g; conristing of 4Li-2 and £ ¥n fron424;”%ol Puett vas 3
fji%qggﬁ'gémhaﬁdin:-cff;ccr Of thc.4KQ-g' ther av lorn, belpium, OUn the 5?‘!.
& morning'éf‘the 16 Doc (0645) 42%=3 vas alerted for & move, r% 0850 - g:i%
g fvgol -Puett receivé@ word from Die thnt truclis wiould arrive et Bcfn, \j? ;L
B lca-cf the;bn_,;and ‘tu}:e.t;hem to an assenbly ere Nz of 5t, Vith, - This g‘::s
S ves eccomplizhed by 1000, at 1030 Puett reported to the Div Commander \i?;i
f::,;nnd vas told to relein rlert for futther develemments, Abcut 1330, \? ﬁg
'éﬁett was toid by the CG fo-move;%g‘the vicinity ot Schenbery (953888)¥gl

L. '6nd set up & defensive nesition which would defend the Junction of the
> 3 "-. { .

o
v

Luw-Aridler=‘chonkerg kd and the Bleierlf-Uchenberg nd, The move to this

i .
! ‘ . 3
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position "‘fimc. complei:ed by 1500¢ end the ren began dmging in. One {'\

platoon of TDs were ‘attached.

while at Div: and wa:.tinr, for drsirpment of his anit,Puett diseussed.. -

I £

1

;4,:

the 'situation with mnj.' of ithe officers. overvone believdl the atteck

then uteing received tec be a loenl one excont lejor General Jones, the

niv Cmdr. A reneral officer f{rem e higror hewd-unrters (pame, renk,

end orgenization of thes reneral efficer arc not recalled by Fuett) l

vicited the 0¥ 166 CP but inc isted thet the attac.yws erll—erfladr,
The vposition nzrumed b si5-0 ves e ceni-cirele 5 znd B of

cchonbers, Compeny G was o tride the hiclway a kilemeter E of
-—i-'-_—“ ¢ ! )

'town. & e plateen of F on the hizhground cf Hill Sué 5B of tovm,
: ¢¥ﬂ Coroany E . on the roed a kiloemiter S of the tomn, a_platoqn_inff Fom
3n reserve in Schonberpg, end encther platcon ol F ves o in St.Vith

guarding & bricge. Two TDs guarded each «: tre roeds aprroaching,
Tna defansive posture Pu eftshould have alqyln
West ot +he OUR. . .

tchonberg.

At ‘approximetely 2100, 16 Dec, 42722 vior ordered to move te the
. othaeyvy Vccor‘l; say 2050
hirh cround jfust & of huw te extriente ihe 56 »A En which vas belnr,
. T LA—O’ ‘U.u\. (M [
nttacked by the onemy. {&r‘ furtt e ~raticoncd b !/1';1‘that he sheuld

~"ﬂ“"—-g_

P -

e aen T.oU 0L heavily enpaced. “he trus.e ~-reviously used in

~avin- the bn were cgain uned. Ir jvin- was blackout ond the men ‘
"ﬂm.oc cosrdiva Ius ave in cuemy tevre or\j

detruc.ced nt (UOS&QC‘;after e rove te the au from Schenberp to the

road TE to Auw, At this .ctruckinz voint the trucrs were released end

did not rem:.in wAth the! crmerimadden,  Yhe con anics 1w immediecely

7{)/;/ formed defensive vnositirns on either :ice cf the road, 7The Scrmans
I
nt thiz £ime held Auw and the reade oore Cilled -wiv their *.;raf‘ficé/- ’

4 snell stieck was launched on the 1000 o1 tre reed lundine Joointo

——— 4 T -
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Imwl‘ Btrys £ and 'ﬂ')were able to withdraw with esse, but /{ was unable
A te do so,".- Tﬂ&',bt;y was located in a drew at (002896) and was badly

: ; RN L T coordinates dentloak riq
borged in bwe muddy erea,  Yhenever motors were started in the area,

oAt f,wl. .

N '."";jn.g‘gnd morta 41‘911 W. Tovrard deybreak it didn't seem

: possible for the biry to be withdravm and vuett still had in mind his
ordérs not to become heavily cu",a;:éd,' so Lt Ccl T. Payne Kelly asked

' ; c
end received pernission.to destroy the runc in the Btry Mo position.

Y

Thigms don?., -'Ihe other Btrys had elrcady withdravm,

g During the night a p:itrol had Leen sent to make contact with the

L - <}“u1':-"; . L . .

' “ 432 Repiment at Séhlausenbach. ZInroute the patrol ran into three e emy
e . but

. “tanks.  In a small engagement the patrol leader was killed A the

- '5;.};%‘?-1'01 continued on to meet the AT Co, 422. They then returned by &~

‘ ‘,cix'Oular route‘wh,;ich brought therbaok farther to the the &5, The

C  information that there wvere enemy tenks at the RJ (010889) influenced

<4

" Puett to put AT guns on his right flenk during the night. Twice during
the night the ehemy made attacks S from Auw., These were at 0230 and

M0 0430, All of the Div arty vas reeeswed on call and with small arnms
L : ff‘wkmﬁ‘m*'*‘]ﬂ '

: ‘and-automati‘é veapons {ire thep were turned bac:. £ patrol to the
. P p

[

. lef't went to Laude:zfeld and found Germans there., Twe prisoners were

T ‘.-cu'pt'\_xvred Wemse and they roported the precence of & panzer CT and an

: -infahtry CT e Linnalis. LA

i

. At 0600 e radio order frem the Div Cndr was received orderinr
Y : ' .

1 422-2 to withdra.w thru Laud 'rfeld. Pueit tcld tnhe aomerel that this

we.s inpossible,’ He was then ordered to withdraw tiru Schonbery, TLQ.

Sy,
g 0 A

,Lget of §}16,£§89“~l". Bn was then nullire cit Aand a notorized —atrol ch
o T k — T AAras 4 know S8Fwas long jouc d
';‘*".& was guardin® it.;. Yhe §90 F4 Bn wee tco Jcllow in colun, The noterized '
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; column advanced to the XJ at (957867) but after most of the " Bn .%4;

" toanks -""-—1L~iﬁﬁLJ i
had turned W on the roadf enemy sramor approached in large numbers and .- ..

%

fired on the RJ, The last few vohicles of 589 were set ablaze and ‘ ”;;§.$?
' N n %, "

the 580 -4 ¥5 unaole to get t Bugh. Lt Col Kelly, who vms atrth6’ - a
7!:510*”-5!‘0//“’! pOSs tion. ust

rear of his column ‘of 582 vehicles, did net zet through, Wmade b‘ <h
Y

G )
& reccnneisance of all roeds ‘o schonberp and £t.Vith and found thay | lzf'ff

all vere blocked either By enemy armor or rmud. ferman columns were f‘[- ?;@

found to be moving L from Bleialf, almecst far enou-h to make a

with thecse Cc‘min"; S5 from :;chonbex:'g. Y ‘15 wb“thjuuaﬁi’”wu .
| Made 1M Sciovbare: R

By 060G Puett reali,ed that hic unit var out off by vasty sunerior

s"."
LR TR 28

enemy forces includin- a larpge amournt of arnor. 5 daylight aonroeched 1?2"

N

(app O700) the three eneny tenlis which the patrol goin~ to the 422 had . e
cbservered, begen to move i on the road to Auw., At the same moment

fifteen to twenty enemy tanks with infartry riding on them began moving

i L

S from.Auw, 1he 423-2 with their atteched TD rlntoon took them under
w

fire. The threc tanks movin~ i/ were token under flank fire by two

57 mm. guns ef' 425-2 and ell cof them were destroved and burned, Another.
T2 end a 57 mn gun were. cn the Aww roed end took the tanks movin~ § .
under fire. Pour cf thesze burned and arobably many others were hit,

The attack ceazed within twenty minutes but from the direction of Hills

't 549 and 651 came {lat t”&(WGctor" fire wiich destreyed & TD and & 57mm .
. . ‘ ¥
gun and dnmaged anoti:er TD so that it ceuld not flre. )
. About this time Puett deceided te join the g 225 Fepinents,
lie ‘mew thet he vas cut off from Div, he had no com—unicet .ion w*th them B
,l':';?: .
?'?ué
Cla
A s
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.as his radios h&d all been damared, and that to'remain near\ﬂuw
would mean imnediate ruin. lle therefcre withdoow to the E in

1
good order and only had one casualty in the withdraval when en
ammunition truck ¥&s kit wemsese and blew up, During the fichtins
he had lost 1 TD, 1 57mm gun, [ mgs, and had 2 iIA end 10 ©IA, His

foree was ztill in ceoed Cighting chave,

The 423-2 renchred the 4zi hepiment by 1200, As Puett had no(
coﬁmunic#tion with Div he placed himcel{ under the ecrmand of his
Fegimental Comander, Col., C.C. Caverder, iis troops were faced t: the
W to guard the rear of the encircled rejiments, e on his left (Sj
“uett had ohvsical -contect with 423-1 ard cn the ripht had patrol

T b boaw oo U ylignomans ED U @] R (rame Freciad & 004

contaot with the 4.2 hegimént.AfHH-h dur in ahd waited for ﬁ%ﬁ orderS.
Puett privately firured that an attemnt would be made by the two hegiménts
to cut their way out almost irtnediately. lleither ergani-etion had any

press.re at all areinst their frent, ‘However, comwunications were

oxtremely voor as the enemy vms jam-ine nll «f the radio chantels

N !

and the InA¥\maen standing order of defense in rlace had not been
rescinded, Ccl, Cavendar was the serior officer «i' those who were
ercircled but to the kmowledre of Fueti he did not takelcommard of ¥R
the cut of f forces. ¥uett believed ghet this had & great deel to do
with-that'which followed; Ag_;uet£;§ Qé; &;ifgé th;; géd v;£&ugew |

c'sualties.

~Zerly on the morning ot the 18tr (1w3C) 423 keriment received a
messape from 106 Div which Puett said h: heord was seventeran nnours

delex€d becauns of the channel jmir~. The messace gaid therc vms
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a nanzer CT on the Sehonbers-=5t Vith rosd with itrs head two or three

miles € of St Vith, The 423 wvns te witidrew tAtHO hifh rround S_ggf‘-_L
. | Titqh qveumd w o AMBLSLHELP. =

thic colump ond de as muchrdrisene to it ea vossivle, The reginent should

. L . i . ,vm L, 2
then withdraw over the Cur Kiver, +the w:dﬁtc infornm the 422 in case they

should not have received the e sse~e to withdrgw.

Viord was cent to ého 422 in regarc So the move and both regiments.
beguﬁ their,maréh at 100, The 42i vms on the.right but moved indenendcntfy
of the 4¢s and m« no liascn cr crmtect itent between these units to |
fhc knovledge of Prustt. In the 423 CT the crder <f rarch ves 2nd Bn;_igsﬂ
En,i&gr;n and the 590 FA Bn. hcute ~f march vms Helenfeld-Oberlascheid- ;
: ' Coords looleoK

-2adscheid, Just bevond iadscheid at the RJ (971862ff::e5na§a%rub&e

he&w _ . - o - - - - - p . - . e D e - .
‘censelerabic opposition vms encountired. The fi -hting bepan et 1030 oy
‘end by 1130 a1l of the 2nd n was cormitted. “he enemy vas entrenched

on the hill § of Radscheid and = of the Bleianlf (app 968850) and trought

™"

heavy automatic fire on the CK. Yo et vehicles across this position -
¢ L
Pruett had to send most of his ferce U t-ward 3leinlf #K/FK vhile et
oucihiing v, £ few vhiclec did meve beyend tre T out did not ret far.
£S £E0-2 mushed . the enemy ;ave up their greund errdually,  Around”
_ noon Puett called for help from @y resirent btat none vas fertheoming - —
until 1630 when 423-3 was comitted en the ri-ht Tlen:, Unfortunately,
this Bn went too far to the ri-ht tc aid 4i3-i and left.e ccnsiderable
pan. DBeoause of this it did not relieve any' of the vrecsure from

Fuett's force and he could not coneentrete further. He therefore kent

his forco pushin~ to the ¥ to held off the 8lcianlfl eneiy. This dcveloped'

TN,
hed command of tie W%&mﬂﬂv Bleinlf iid. (n the 17th Fuett had

intc n heavy enparcment, L& scon as tpc i1 (G0N AED) was :ccurcd_iggﬁ;_

——p——— 1= Ay e —
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tauen over the entzre 450 rounds.

i .
i

~ egSZﬁEhs;iaz: bour trucks brourht reinfcrcenents

Blelalf about every thirty ninutes,

axmed1ately.

;‘kil1eﬂ &bcut‘éix hundreé ener in the alteornron,
he cﬂunted ninety-five decd who had been killed by WP shells.

{levh was was budlv burned in ~very ocecne,

s

nct advnnce

0"

the W vhile holding of £ the encmy from U

s

'Y stalemate

" ~

in the 4Z23-C

exnonded

ruaect fl”UTCd that hic batialion,

farther to the ¥ ard thet he could

end re-uinred so until

{

found a truck loud of 8lnm ammunltmnn which belenp te no one and had
This was ﬂﬂ/K to & lerge cxtent

A1 of thic erraunition was cxnended in the afternoon ,

the enemy from

1

Lad

'Thege«were hit by the mortar fire

rroctly the mortars,
In one sma’l eree

The

TR &

put Fuettymew that he cculd

not exert pressure to

tle becam”

v, The bat

tle mertar amrmunition

Then the men centinued the defence of the area using only

‘-47 (.Nc! (" 250 300 LMW

L1

Afﬂ smnll arms fire. f\lhe first Bn was not cormitted until just at dark ard

it wa.s thcn too late to employ them -uccessfully as the night vms very

S K
. I

?'leavinﬁ.only e security puard at the id,

.. this time to the Ml to try for contact with the 3d 2n,

{?%uddy go that all but a small number of vehicles becane be

;" 'Contact with the 3d Bn waﬁfﬁgtgblishcd.

:dark;‘,During the day the 422 ‘w d not malntained contact with the 423,
. SRR K I~k Pn g
L Several hours after dark the L86~wvr:~en-fell back to Radschield

g ¥

At 2500 ¥ arein nove

d, et}

The small trail

which vmc selected for the motor transport to move on wes tco narrow and

During the night & mescape

7.cane from Div which siid,."For the gord nf{ the Nation,.,"” the 422 and

423 will att&bk bchonberg and then heed i,
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gred ad lost.

This messerze vns not recelived
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5& the 423 until duylighﬁ so they set the timz of the jump off as 1000,
Puett figured that it was yet nossidbie for mn escmne to be made,

This vas desrite the fect thet ne merter armiusition remined in aﬁ&'bf .
the organizetions angd -that the mps were liniced to abewd two belts . -
'per gun. 1n second Bn there wure now enly 1¢ officers and 435 men

and in preprration Tor the tEgn all o the wounded were left behird,

At 0930, jucst as the c-~mmanies were azserbdbling feor tne nove, the

-

°co.¢ #n aree cane unde & terrific artillery barrege. The cnemy had

4

x{/ﬂﬂx rcod observatisn FF/Lrd/fY#{ from Hills 507 and 5u4 which are

just = of Schenberg, ?nny pen vere killed or weunded in this barrere
includine Lt Col Creip of 423-1 who dicd from weunds rectfved in they
barrage., Re?erthelcss tho mevenent bepan at 10.0 with two Bns abreast, |
3d on the left, 1st on the right, 2nd in reserve, end the 630 FA Bh

foilowin: The ernrault movcd i along the ridge tc the right of the

\ Blelalf-xchonberr rond o the nose of' Hill 506 just I of &ARR,
Schonberr, Here the repiment came under terrifiic fire from an 88 rm
rin and tanks in schenvderg which th "v could =2c but not reech with
{K({fk any cf their weepons. The Lendins ins could not -o farther oo
ind »n vient on e flanding mevesnt to thie risnt to eonroach Schonber-,

from thc Yo The Bn vwent dovm e ravine end 91nnﬂ a streaL Jmo'm.as the

———— = - - % _—.—-:--"“-—'ﬂr Ty . g 'm .y W

Linno but suddenly crrie under intense fire from ell dircetions. This fire

came f£rom the 422 Eegt which hed not been contacted since early the
previous day, Puett realized the trouble and within f'ive ninutes had
N cctten his organization identified, But the demage ves done. His men

had Leceme disorpganized by the fire end the 427 further advenced inte

*
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"the area occupied by +the 8n. Jow both the 422 end 2nd Bn had becone

"~ disorpanized ~nd the move tevard Schonberg was halted, The reorganizetion

beren immediately but teck rome little time, A pmtrol was sent on tovard
the Cur sidver and come buck with the repcrt tiat the erenmy werc FEYEIAL/

emplacing whet appeured to ne femerican artillery picces just across

. the streem from the Anmc: ican farces, Puett personally vent on e recenneisence
‘between 1400 and 15C0 t¢ sec if ihere vme gA//A¢ 8 covered route to

‘Schenterg, hen iuett retwned 4o his croaniretion he feund thut

Celonel Deschencaux, CO of' the 402, gAd had sent laicr Garlo, X0 of

425-Z, and an officer of 4i¢ under a white fla~ to the Germen lines

" to crrange the surrender, This made Puett extremel: engry for he said

.snid he thought he would tr: te move his Bn nevertheless. The Colcnel -

thoet up to this time he had net entertrined the iden of surrender.

Deschenenux said that the situatiorn wes hoprlens and that nothing

but ﬂﬂxi'annihilation would result from further resistance. -Puett

'said this was impossible as the white fdar had already vecn rent out

and it would. go much worse for all, The eneny meanvhile vms coming up

‘from the S quite reridly and while the situstion with the 1lst and 3d

bnz, 455, vms not ter well iowon (they were €00 vds avuazr), it was

.

Imovm thet the 6¢0 FPA DBn had alrendy veen tazen, Puett went to hig

men and told them that anyv who wished could try for an escare, (ver a
hundred took oif, Puett planned to try it but wes crdered by De schenes ux
to remein, - -The -surrender of-this grcup.wes _epproxinetely 1600, the

two Bns of 423 an hour l-ter,

The men of 423-2, though new to combat,i@ﬁd fought skillfully end

courapgeously throuchcut. By the 1°th the nen felt that they were seascned

soﬁ@ﬁers and A could no longer be clnesed as rmreen,



