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SPERERE WORLD WAR 11 EXPERIEMCES (REUISED)!BY SIDNEY RICHARDSON

ART I CROSSING THE QCEAM

I have met andd bemen acguainted with a great number of fine
fellows from the time I zailed from New Yorl until I returnsd,.
Far  reazons of my awn, I declined to take addressec @ most of

the time.

cailed from New Yor¥ on the 15th of July 1244 and was back in

e same docKs the 27th of December of the same vear. A period of
gzs than fiwve monthe, and in that time I had been wounded twice
and had traveled in six different countries. I am not bragoing of
my exploitz because I7ve done nothing cutstanding. I feesl that I
am one of  the very lucky ones that God let come back te Hhis
family. : '

I can’t rememizer all the Ffe2llrws’ namees that were;in the cams hut
with me at Camp Shankes but I will menticn a few of them. The cnes
I remember best are Riddle, Rickinson, Mcleaszh, Riggazio, Newman,
Mese. They all slept right near me at Camp Shanke., Of coures,
there were several of the Mpls., bove that wsre there,  but ]
didn”t get to see them wvery much more.

When we got =zituated on the ship [ discovered that FRiddle was
sleeping in the bunk beneath me. Me wers on the promenads deck
which made 1t esasy for us to walk out to the railing and gaze at

the ccean at any time. ke were very inactive on the ship. Some of
the bows played cardes or dice, but I read most of the time, It
waz fun to lean on the railing and watech the riss and fall of th
oocean.  Flying  fish would sxil from the waves as the zhip broke
into  them. One day we sighted z large whale = zhort distan:
frem the boat. It was quite a sight to ses his large back ra
from the water and then espout water from hie rose. There w
12,828 of vz crowded on the ship and they really had us packed in
» The name of the shig was "The Gueen Elizabeth", the
st and fastest ship aflioat, '

On  the seventh day we sighted land znd it sure wae & cwe
feeling to Know that before long wou weould be on fFirm land agai
We landed in Grenich , 2Secetland and boarded a trzin bound for
sauthern England.Zcotland is one of the most beautiful)l places
I“ve sver =seen. It was espscially pretty looking from the hoat
while zailing in%to the harbor. The housee are so colaorful and the
farme laid out in =uch neat looking green and yellow squaresz.

FART 11 ON THE WaY TO MY DESTINATION

The trip to Yovil, England, was uneventful, but the scensry was
very colorful  and enjoyabkle. By this time the Ffellows were
beginning to realize how cloze we wers to getting to the actual
thing, <=0 our attitudes began to be a little more sober. The
english trains were much smaller than our *trains back home. The.
box  cars  reminded me of toy electric trains., The coaches had
about thres comparitments holding six  persons  each. Although
zmall, the trains traveled rather fazt, MHe arrived at our




destination the next day and were tzken by truck to the camp. It
was the first time any of uve had ridden on wehicles that traveled
on the left hand e¢ide of the rczad. The roads were vary narrow,
but about all we saw was an occasional bicycle, -

The camp was composed of tents with army cots. Here they checked
our clothing and issued ue a new rifle, It tookK about four days
and then we were given orderse to mowe again. The English children
visited our camp and picKed up stuff that we wanted to get rid
of. They would come around with & large b

filled wup. One phraszs the little ones
chum?"

sed was  "Got amy gum,

Qne night four of us Fellows went into town just to ses what it
leoked like, The buildings cver there are all brick or stons., It
was & nice =sized town, but they didn’t have much to zell. @&z 1
zaid before, we were given orders to travel and that afternoon
about the 28th of July we started to Southhampton., There we
boarded & emal]l boat that would take uvue to Omaha beach on the
French coast.

The next day we reached the coast, and were taken ashore in
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landing craft. The craft I was on struck a submerged object and

the boat sprung a leakK. The fzllows got pretity excited becauses we
were packed in there pretty . tight., Scon another boat came aleng
and gave us a pull so we finally got to chore o .X.The hill we had
to climb was where the attack had been staged on "D-Day*. There
was a large pillbox still there on the side of the hill intact.
It was & wvery steep hill, and with our heavy packe it took  all
our strength to climbk it. As we reached the summit & grim <eight
met cur eyes on the opposite slope. There, row upen row, were the
white crosses of soldiers who had died on  "D-Day". I heard
samecne <ay that there were about 4,668 buriesed there, It really
made us staop and think of what we were heading for.

From thers we were taken to ocur first replacement camp in France
On  the way we went through & French willage that wase  Jjust

shambles of blown up buildings. That was to be a common sight &
usz from then on. ’

We reached the camp before dark, 1 wzxs situated near a town  or
what wuse to be & town, and it was definitely in the hedgerow
country of Normandy. e weres ordered to pitch cur tents close to
the hedgerow and dig our fox holes near the tent. 1711 explain
here that nearly every field in Mormandy was surroundsd by a  siw
foot banl with hedgese growing on top and the fields were uvsually
about as largs as a football field, Riddle and 1 didn’t dig a foux
hole there because we had a nice big ditch right in back of our
tent. :

WMe had been in bed possibly an hour that first night when we
heard the drone of snemy plames coming over., It was around
eteven ofclock, and we were to learn later that they cams  over
aevery night at that time and the fellows called the planes  "Bed
Check Charlies". &= the planes flew over us our antiaircraft guns
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opened up, and it was €0 unexpected to us that we nearly jumped
out of cur tente. Being our firel sxperiernce of that sort rover
there. I can assure you that we didn’t slesp much that night.
The p!an_- really weren’t there to bother us, but were on their
way to bemb the beach, MWe could hear the loud boom of the bombs
explaeding in the dantdnre. We finally got uszed to it after a few
nights. ‘ :

AT we did was  take exercisez at this camp, waiting for
transportation. Of course we were in no hurry to Teave there.

Aoout 2 couple of daws later the trucks came and we moved out. As
we got deeper into France we started to see destruction on  all
side=z. Liwvestock lay dead and bBloated in all the fields and the
etench was hard to ctand ATl sorts of wehicles were in  ditches
and Fields. After gntt1ng lTast a couple of times, we finally
reached our destination. MWe were ordered to piich our tent in the

usual place. Riddle and I dug our fox hole and pitched our  tent
over the top. MNot long before a big battle had been fought here .
and evidence of it was a1l around. There was a riddled rain coat,
a broklen gas mask and ewven the zmell of death hung in the =zir, Ne
stayed here over night then continued on the next - morning. |This
was  axoout  the 4th  of August and thie day I gaw  the worst
example of destruction I think I shall sver zes., WMe went through
the town of St, Lo, and I failed to szee a whole building left
standing. It was there that the Americanz made their big
breaKthrough orn their march through France.

When we reached our next camp we were azsigned to different
outfits, Mwsel¥f, Riddle, HNezs Mewman and MNelson, a Minnescota
fellow, were assigned to the 118th Inf. of the 28th divizicn in
"G" Ce. MWe were to stop only once more before getting to  the
Pivigion., WMe stayved owernight in an apple orchard. While Riddle
and 1 Wer e digging our foxholes, 2 drunk socldier cetarted
shooting his carbine down the road about fifty vards. The M.Ps.
picked him up quickly and I suppose ke got a2 court’s martial ou
of it, - ~

Mext morning we started out in the fruck convow 4nﬁ reached the
cutfit  about mid-morning. They were pulled back from the front

lines For a two day rest after fighting for & wesk., MHe were

introduced to Capt. MWiley, Lt, Neilzeon and Lt. Miller. Theyw were
all wery nice fellows. They tried to make us belisve that it
waen’t =0 bad up there, but after hearing some of the talee told
by the riflemen, we weren’t convinced., For instance, one fe2llow
wxs. tellling us of cne fellow who wanted to try out hiz rifle. He
saw a French womarn in an upstairs window Fixing her hair, 5 he
pulle up and shoots her, It was hard for use to believe, but after
we had heard more of their stories , we could believe anything. I
guess the French in that section could not be tru:t#d Many times
snipers were found to be young French girls. :

2 to be camped arocund this wheat fisld for aboubt two dave,

g organized. WMe new fellows were all put into the mortar

aquade as they had loet most of their men thalt week, Riddle and I
|

£y

laad



weEre ammo bearers. ke were to carry the twelwe rounds of
ammunition which weighed about 34 lbs., At Tast everything was in
order and the rnext day, which was about the &Sth of August, we had
orders to move aut. ‘

PART 111 MY EXPERIENCE IN THE B4TTLE OF NORMANDY

Although ! was wounded the third day of fighting, I =saw 2 lot and
had many exciting experiences.

On  our way to the front we marched with a column on zach side of
the road abcout five yardes betwesn each <coldier. About mid-
afternocon we reachhed z dense forest where we were teld to dig
cur fox holes for the night. We felt rather safe that night. The
next day we raolled cur blankKets and tents and left them with the
Kitchen. &11 we took with us were cur light esquipment.dgain that
afterncon our corders were to pitch tents in & wooded sectiaon on
the cide of & hill. Riddle and I had just got cur fox holes  dug
and were pretty darned tired when orders came down to shove of ¥
again., We went on until we reached a wheat field and had to dig
new foxholes., We were about two miles from the front lines, and
the big guns made a continuous din. Every once in & while the
rat—a-tat—tat of machine gunm fire could be heard. By this time we
were & grim leooking bunch of men and not many emiles could be
seen. This night was my first night on guard duty, and I can tel)
wou truthfully the shadows concealed many scary things for me. To
make it worse, ensmy planes droppoed & few bombs pretiy ciosa.

The next marning we were very cautious in our movements. ke
marched down concealsd hedoerows in order to Keep out of enemy
sight. Herz was when I saw my first dead German. He was lying
btecide the hedge and round hole was wicible in his head.  He
looked to me like ane of cur cwn boyes of about twenty years of
age. MWe finally reached the front lines aznd then things began ta
happen. The first wave of riflemen that went over the hedgerow
was hurled back with gquite a few wounded among whom  was Lt

Miller. The Germans were in & strong position on the opposite
hill, =and we had to cross an open field to reach the next hesdge.
Riddle and I wers in the mext bunch to attack. Our artillery and

machine guns laid down a heavy barrage and then we gcrambled over
the hedgerow and down the field. Riddle was right behind me, and
we got down to an unprotected hedge when the =nemy opened up on
=. The men were falling &1l around me, and I still don’t

see what Kept me from getting hit, uniess God himealf was laocking
after me. We hit the ground right now, and immediately Riddle was
hit and kit bad., I judged from where I lay that about twenty
fzllcws had bheen hit. I was tc learn later that I and another
fellow were the only ones to come out untouched

I lay there, it zeemed, like hours with the machine gun bullets
KickKing up dirt behind and in frant of me. I‘m not ashamed to say
here that ! praved x lot also. I could see that Riddle was badly
hurt, and there wasn’t a chance of a medic getting down there., He
fimally crawled over to me and I gave him water and sulfa pills.
His right arm was shot theough. Evidently the bullets went into
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each side alse, and it didn‘t look very good to me.

While I tried to.bandage up his right arm, twd machine gun  bullets
hit my helmet with = terrific thud, but they did not penetrate,
thank goodness. 1 hope teo God-that Riddle came out of it all
right., I lTaid there with him til1 after dark, then with a =qt.

whe  came down  to ook us over, I crawled back to the !
hedgercw. I think I lzid there five hours. @&11 I had eaten .that
morning  was  about half a "K" ration and I Knew I couldn’t  eat
any more that day. [ realized then my chances of ever gettin
back hoeme  again were very slim. It wasn’t myself zo much

thought of, a2s my dear family and how they were worrying over me,
|
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I put in a wvery miserable night. [ was trving to eleep in my
faxhole, and every- time someone walked by, dirt weuld roll down
in my face and in my neckK. Dawn finally came and I dreaded it
because I f=1t that it wouldn’t be long before I uveould get mine.

The Capt. had gotten a couple of tamks and we prepared to
charge the hill again. The tanke went on ahead, Ffiring as !they
advanced. By the time they had reached the half-way point of the
hill, we discovered the Germane had pulled ocut during the night. That
relieved the tencsion & whole lat for me. As we advanced up the
i1}, I <caw <several of cur boys who had been Killed the day
before., One fellow was still in the Kneeling position with  his
rifle as though he were <till alive., It sure hurt me to see .- all
thoze tboys lwing there, and I wondered how it should be thxt I

was alive vet. :

We traveled pretty fazt, and finally caught up *o the =cnemy
before noon, WMWe dug in right away and I sure mizeced my huddy
Riddle., I had toc hit the dirt severzl times while digoing, and I
felt like an easy target. They didn’t give ue any rest the
remaxinder of the day. UOccaszionally szniper bullets wowld whine
close to our heads, making us duck quickly., I can truthfully eay
that I  sweat¥® plenty that afternoon, and not from the heat,
either. : ' '

Grazing cows would come aver by our foxholez and we would chase
them away guickly so that cur pocition would not be discovered.
That night . was prety rough, with airplanss dropping bombs © and
flares that 1it up the countryside brighter  than daylight., I
tearned the next mornming that Capt. Miley had been Killed by a
cniper and Lt. MNielson was shell shecked. That left ornlw cne Lt.
to lead the company. He organized the riflemen and they ztarted
the attack in the early foogy dawn. We of the  mortar equad
staved zbout one hundred wards behind., When the Germans opened
up, our squad was caught cut in the open. We had toc hit & smal)d
revine and crawl!l back to the hedgercw. A1l this fwhile bullets
were whizzing all arcund us. We all found foxheles and dove in
and prepared to wait. Qur riflemen were pinned down way up ahead
of wue and were in danger of being surrounded. Soon the &8¢
started landing all arcund us. They Knew right where we were and
I Knew it wouldn’t be long before comething happened.




Cre terrific expleding shell landed just in front of the hedgerow
and girt and rocks cascaded down upon my body. I was really
getting nervous then and just braced myself for what I Knew was
coming. Then it came -- & deafening explosion that catapulted me
nearly out of my foxhole and left me, stunned momentarily.l heard
blood-curdling vells all up and down the hedgerow.] I Knew right
away I had been hity; but had no idea of how bad. Daniels, my
squad leader, was hit, Mewman and MNelson. MNelson’s hit was the
maet sericuse. His Vnwe was chattered and was in great pain. I
discovered that my shoulder had been hit, but krew it wasn’t too
bad. wafter they quit firing, Daniels and I streaked out for the
aid station. When we got there, they dressed our wounds, and
loaded us on an ambulance bound for the hospital., 1 can  <ay
truthfully that [ was mighty glad to get out of that mece,

PART IV ~ SMWEATING CQUT THE REPLACEMENT CAMFE

Mhen I  had been checked into the hospital T was told I would
receive no food that dayw. This was the third day without having
encugh food to Keep 2 bBird alive, and I was getting pretiy weal,
I could hawve no food because they figured I might be ocperated on,
But thers were so many sericus cxses coming in that they didn’t
get to me until the fourth day. The next day they let me ext and
the hospital food was sure a great treat.

emzll piece of shraprel ocut of my
2t it cut by the usual method butl
they wused an e]ectra—magnet nd it came out wery easily. The
fifth day I was taken to the 17th evac hospital. I laic arcund
this hospital for five more daye then was taken toa my first
replacement camp. In nearly every camp I came to I was ta stay
about & week in each one and I will try to give you a few things
I saw and & few of the fellaoaws I met.

Or the fourth day, they took
left choulder. They couldn’t

[y
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At this first camp, 1 got acquainted with Ingles, & fellow from
Dhio., He was with the 35th division and tikKe all of us Ffellows,
waen’t any too anxious to get back. We pitched pur tent togethse
and the second day drew & whole new cutfit. This consisted of
clothing and weapaons., By thie time cur armies were on the march
te Paris, =o German planes didn’t bother use much anymore.

It was about the seventh day they told us to get ready to leave
the next morning. MWe got up sarly, rolled cur packs and prepared
to depart. We were marched ocut to a large field but the irucKs
didn’t show up until sewven o’clock that night. ke were to get
used ta that cort of thing s it happened nearly svery time we
mowed., This turned ocut to be gquite a wild ride. It was dark ans
rainy  and several times we heard enemy planes flying overhead.
cTwo  trucks in the rear ran into the ditch , and one fellow
received a brao¥en leg. MWe a1l szaid the guy is sure lucky, he
wor’t have to go up fromt again. It was about thres c’clock in
the mornilng when we reached the 19th replacement camp. It was so
Black weu couldn‘t see a thing. I unrulled my pack and just wound
myself up  in the blankets and shelter half and went to  sizep
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under an apple tres. When I woke up next morning, I discovered
about five other fellowse in that same spot.,

I hunted up Ingles , and we pitched cur temt right then., The camp
was near the French town of Forgeres. Here I got acquaintsd with

Perry Arnold, a fellow from California. About all we had te do
here was guard duty once in a3 while., & few nights some of the
boys would go into townm  and get pretty well it up.
Thie cagnac and calvados was bad stuff and they would come back
to camp and start cheooting in all directions. After the fx11 of
Parie we were told one day we would mowve about 208 miles. It

tock us  twe days to get to the next camp which was the S3rd
replacement. Thie camp wae 2 miles from Fontzinbleu and 48 miles
from Parie., It was situated in the forest whers Mapoleon had his

private hunting grounds. It certainly was dark and damp in there
and the <sun could hardly be seen.We were to ke here about ten
daye, which brought wus intoc the first part of  September. OF
course, the way the war was going, we Figured it would be over
caocn. How mistaken we were. The main highway to Farics was rea)l
close to camp and we would sit by the roadzide and watch itraffic,

The French people in this section of the country Wwere much  above
the types we zaw back in Normandy. Seweral times Parie girls
came intoc our camp , and they spoke very good English. They were
dressed wery smart, and they reminded us of cur own American
women .

One day I carved my name, wife’s and my two children’z names on
& large tree in the forest.

We did hawve a little excitement ane night. The Zeine river was
about two miles away, and thie night & bunch of German planes
came owver and bombed out the bridges.lt certainly made a 1ot of
noise and gasve us quite a scare.

Inglez got arders to move, &9 Perry aArnold and I started bunking
together. In a Ffew davs we learned that thisz replacement camp was
moving within a few miles of Verdun. Qne morning a convoy came
and we packed up our ctuff and shoved off. We made this trip in
one day and on the way we went through the city of Reims. This
city iz quite large and I saw the famousz cathedral. We reached the
camp lTate that evening and Perry and I pitched ocur tent down in a
scrutbh  pine greve. This camp was just 1iKe the rest. HKe laid
arcund  and did nothing. By thiz time the weather was getting
pretty nippy and we had a fire going in the duty tent. :

One day, which was about the {5th of Sept. [ got my orders to
leave <o I said goodbye to Arnald and teamed up @ with SawicKi,
ancther fellow from the 112th regiment , 228th divieion., We were
sure surprised when we learned the trucks were  heading back

tawards FParie again to the 1#th replacement camp. 0Oh, well., We
didn”t mind that, at least we were heading away from the front,
This turned out to be a wvery pratty camp., It was situated on &
large hill and daown in the valley was a fair-cized stream. On the
oppesite bank was a large French chateau with a moat surrournding
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lagstons courtyard,lt was just like ths
Kind I had =seen in pictures. We washed our clothes and bathed in
the stream. There was a large open air theater where movies were
held nearly every night. Eing Crozhy had been there the night
befocre I arrived, €0 was that close to seeing him.

it., There was a large f

Weil, we fooled arcund this camp about ancther wesk, when one day
all fellows from the Z8th diwvision were crdered to mowve out, This
time we were hexded straight for our outfits., OFf course, my co.
was  up on the Siegfried line, =so it was to take five or six
more days to reach them. ! stopped over in a couple of more camps
and then one day [ reached our company Kitchen., Here I received
my firset mail since being across, and boy, did it make me fesl
good to hear  from my dear wife., In &ll, I had about Fifty
tetters, I sat down and had nearly Ffinished reading my wife’s
letterse when & soldier in a jegep drove up and teld me ta climb
abocard, that he was taking me up to my ocutfit., In & few minutes 1
got my Ffirst <cight of the dragon teeth and pillboxes of the
Siegfried line. It certainly was a formidable sight and one I
chall newver forget. The jsep driver let me out about & half mile
from the Co. C.P. and I walked up to the pillbox they wers using
for that. I saw two or three fellows that had been with the
company when I joined them the First time.

The first sgt. put me in a rifle squad which was the first sguad.
They were located in & pine grove juet down the slope about 506
yvards., The squad leader put me in with Ssager, & fellow from

Penn. I sat in the foxhole and Ffinicghed reading my letters., Those
letters were sure a joy to me becausze I Krnew that my family was
getting along all right. :

FART W —-= MY EXPERIENCE IN THE BATTLE OF GERMANY
I had Jjust started reading my letters when szome martars  began

landing up by the C,FP. Ewvidentlwy the enemy had seen the soldiers
bringing me down to where the squad was. It didn’t tast long and
in & little while the zquad leader told me I would be on the
first guard shift from & until 18, Ten o’clock Ffinally rolled
around and I was glad tc hit the hay. It seemed likKe I had been
sleeping but & short while when we were awakened and told to roll
cur  equipoment and move to & new spot on the other side of the
pillbox. I71) tell vou right now , it ie no =asy task to make a
decent rall in the dark , especially when the shelter half and
blankets are wet,

Finallw e were all s2t, and we moved out in sing
cne half a mile the ather side of the pillbox. By the
through, the dawn was breaking, =so we all pickKed ou
We were takKing over a position so the {foxheles were a
which was some conzolation. The foxhols Ssager and I picked was
pretty snug for two people, and we had to dig it a bit wider. We
had to stay in our fooxholes all day long because to get out  and
show coneself wae to bring on rifle Ffire. MWe were to stay in thie
position for two or thres days,
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One day & mortar chell landed at the edge of a foxhole about 50
vardse down the lime from ue and & coldier jumped and <etarted
velling., ke thought he had been hit, but found cut lTater it was
shell  shock. O0One landed abeout five yards from our hole cone day
and I can tell you it shook the ground and threw dirt on top of
ue. Abcut the third day we learned an attack was coming off , and
were glad to Know we were not leading it. We were to take over
the new position after E. company had taken it.

We saw the tanke advance with the foot soldiers bringing up  the
rear , and a wast smoke ccreen in front of them. Then there was
that indescribable din and confusion of battle, so hard to
describe on paper. Akout an hour later we were ordered to follow
and our position was a mile ahead on a bald hill with the .enemy
129 to 280 vards away, lockKing at us. 1 bunkKed with cur zssistant
squad leader, Garibaldi, and we got a foxhole about twenty feet
from  the pillbox that was ocur C.P. : i

The five days I spent there were the longest I have ever Known.
We had just gotten in our holes when two terrific explosions
rocked the esarth., It was our own artillery, and our Lt, ! soon
gave orderse to fire & couple hundred yarde farther on, After
that, we had no more trouble with cur artillery, but we had
plenty with the Germans. They gave us no rest during the day.It
was on the cecond day then that a fellow by the name of Smith
got  his leg practically shot off as he was climbirng out of his
foxhale, His pal, whose name also was Smith, then came up to live
with me as Garibaldi claimed to have battle fatigue, <o was away
for a while, 0Olan Smith and I became very geod friends and had
many 3 long talk of cur past liwves, our families, and what we
would 1iKe to do in the future, We both Knew the future was
rather remocte, but it cheered us to talk anyway.

This <came hnight he joined me it was raining and about three
c’clack Kumicant, our cgt. came after me to go on & patrol. The
company was leading us to blow up a pillbex just over the hill

about 206 vards. We were nearly there when the enemy saw us  and

etarted landing mortars all around us. We were lucky to get out
with only one cazualty. About six, he decided to try again, and
this time we were successful and got down there 11 right and
even brought back two prisconers. One of the prisoners was so pale
and shakKen he could hardly walk.,

The nights in the foxhole were not so bad, but the day time was

wher they kKept shelling us. For hours at 2 time the shells wouild
land, <o close it zeemed impossible for them to miss. The sand
and rocks would f1y in on top of us and really upset our nerves.
We had to oo back of ocur line about S886 varde each night for our
water and raticrs. One night when I was on this detail, a dozen
cf us fellows started up over the hill and there being a bright
moon, 1 gueszs, the Germanz saw us <ilhouetted against the
=¥yline, becausze they they leit locse with a terrific barrage of
mortar fire. Luckily, no one was hurt badly , and I imagine it
lcaked pretty  funny to see six of us fellows pilted up in  one

1ittle ald foxhale. ! happened to ke on top, and I was Tevel with
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the top of the hole.

One night the Germans staged a counter attack, but it didn t last
long after our artillery taid down a barrage. Such & noise one
- s 3 - - - - . - .

can’t imagine unless you are thers to hear it. Our artillery s

really terrific.,

Finally, one day we learnesd the second diwvision was takKing cover
our position, and we were going back for a rest. ' Boy, was that
ever good news to ue. This was about the fourth of October, and

sure encough, that night after dark, they came. Me filed cut past
the pillbox and &1l at once we heard that telltale whistle,  and

we  all hit the ground and let x few shells explode before we
moved on. &S wsual, it was raining, and the mud in the road was
akout ankKle deep. WMe marched in this for about twoe miles and

then pitched our tents in & woods for the night. I stcod guard so
didn’t sleep hardly any that night.

The trucks came for us in the morning, and we were packsd in
like <cardines for & ride to an old German camp in  Belgium the
Americans had  taken over. By this time I had no feeling in my
feet from the wet and cold., This camp was in a clearing and wWas
surrocunded by high hills and forests. It was quite beautiful, but
we were not in the mood to appreciate nature’s beauty. e
certxinly did enjoy the peace and quiet there and the good Food
our, Kitchen prepared for us., We did practically nothing here for
ten days. We did get 2 new captazin and three Lts. They
rearganized the sguade and got our =quipment in order. I went cut
an : the rifle range one day and fired a few clipe to sss how my
gun wWwas workKing., I also fired the bazcoka one day.

Aobout the 14th we were loaded conto trucks for & jeourmew that
would take us to a woods within six mileg of Aachen, Germany. I
can =ay truthfully that was the worst ride and night I have s=sver
put in We were cramped up in the truck znd my legs got  so

! d

had towsit for the dawn to pitch cur tents. By thie tims  Qlan
and I were good friends, and we were pretty good at pitching tent
in & hurry. e were told to dig foxholes near cur. tents in  case
of shelling. It was rather low ground and most of the holes were
full of water in the morning. One night when I wae on guara duty,
coming back from the post I fell in the Jatrine., The night was
zo  black wou couldn’t see anything. The gquys got guite & laugh
cut of that incident.

Our big guns were just at the edge of the woods and every time
they fired, our tente would eway from the force. ke got used to
it so that we even slept through the noise at night.

On the morning of the fourth day in this campe we received orders
te roll our packs and prepare tao move., We Knew this meant we
probably wouldn’t move before nightfall and such proved to ke the
caze.Just as it began to get dusk we marched out on to the road
in a doutrle column. It wasn’t long before we resached the highway
leading to Azchen, Germany. It was & bright moonlight night, and

14

no feeling from the hips down. WMe arriwved early and’

N



we moved along wery cautioucsly, Me could hear the continual roar
of our cannone and the incessant chatter of our and enemy machine
gun fire, As it grew darkKer we could see huge firez light the sky
caused by burning buildings in Aachen. It was anly six miles to
the «city, but ws moved so slowly that it was nearly midnight
before we reached the ocutekirts of the city. Here we were told to
€it down and wait for further ordersz. After what seemed haurs,

cur Lt told us ta move on ta our new home which was an  apartment

house that wasn’t damaged toco badly. ke were too tired to  look
for beds that night, s=o just law on the Kitchen $loor for o the
rest of the night. ;

Qtan Smith and I were to catech the next guard duty, which wasn’t
more  than two hours away, Our guard duty was twe houre on, and
four coff for the 24 hours. We learned that all but about = third
of the city was in the hands of ocur troops and that we were just
stationed there in reserve. Being like all Americanz, iery
inquisitive, we had to hunt for couvenirs while off duty. Me m“uld
find something we thought was pretiy good, only to throm it ~w~y
when we found *ometh1ng we thhught was hetter.

The weather was beginning to get rather chilly =nd rainy and the
apartments came in rather handy. The firet day was rather dull,
with the monotony of guard duty, bul being in a city was a3 new
experience for most of us. Qur =z=quad consizted of ninz fellows
and we occcuypied two bedroomz, We were together most of the time
arnd got to Know sackh other quite & kit better. Qur sgt. was an
amuesing fellow,' being half Chinese and half Filipine by the name

af KumikKeos., The assistant leader’s name was Garaba]di, from Mew

Jersey, Then there was a Conway, an Indian from - Nevada, Stons
from Kanzas, Smith from Texazs, Smith from Tennwnsee, Rogers from
f ot arermres e b el G TS e S0 2
Carolina, Seagar from Penneylvania and mv¢e1f ¥rom Mlnneeotd.ﬂﬁ
211  <ssemed to be even tempered fellows and got along very well.
The scsecond day we went with our Lt. to s=arch out Twe blocks of
houszee for remaining Germans, but didn’t find any. The third day
We meowved farther into town and we occupied the third storey of an
apartment house. The next day we prepared a real feast with
vegetables and fruit we found in the wvariocus houces. MWe cslaye
cnly a chort time in this place. &bout the fourth day we moved:
about two miles deeper into town and to the neorthern zection,
which proved te ke the wealthier part of town, and our Jiving
quarters were much better, MWe cleaned three rcoms wery good and
fixed up the & bede with nice mattreszes and heavy blankete, -
Here we had the same routine, znd we alcso did a great dezl more
of searching far ztuff in the housez. 1 found nothing of any
value, but I did send home & large MNazi flag and an Iron Cross.

The buildings were all pretty badly bombed out. Very few were in

any ceondition to be.lived in., W= were about four blocks from the
Kitchen, and for each meal we had to go in squad formation. One
day we had the opportunity to get showers , so were loaded into
trucks and were taken about sixteen miles from town where showers
were set up by & river. We only went for the change of cicothes

because the house in which we stayed had a boiler where we could
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heat water for our bathe. ATl in all we had a.fairly nice time in
town, but we Knew it couldn’t last, o when the orders came through
to mowve a few days later, we were not surprised. The woret part of it
was that we had just gotten to sleep in cur nice warm beds when they
came with the trucks and cut we went. :

We trawveled all might, and by dawn we had reached the Hurtgen
farest, & place I shall never forget. It was a densely wocded pine
forest, and we had to follow a trail in zingle file. Again we ‘were
getting close to the enemy, and the big guns were so realistic-

21Ty  audible. Close to ten o’clock we reached cur destination
which was the foxholes being used by the Tth division., MWe were
relieving them and it was easy to see that they were wery pleaced

to net cut of there. The front line was perhaps 3BE yards to our
+front,

The fexholes proved to be very comfortable., In fact, they wsre
not regutar foxhaoles, but & long trench with huts built
in about ten feet apart. Large pine trees had keen felled and
served as a very substantial rocf.Smith and I fixed our hut up a
little better, and we lived in our hut night and day. 0Ff course,
dyring the day we did get out and walk arcund & little, but newver
gqt far from home. The two hours of guard twice & night was
pretty tough, as it was pretty cold and rained most the time.

3 /
Urne night some one up on the front line got nervous and started
firing, then all hell let leoose. We thought surs 2 big counter
attack was cn, but it fizzled out in a short while., We laughed about
it next day, but that was the next day. The third night 1 became
rather sick and could Keep nothing on my stomach. I had to dash
cut of the foxheole five times that night, and finally the aid man
called a jeep from the aid station, and I spent the rest of the
night and alsoc the naxt night there.

This marning that I started for camp wouldn”t have been half =0
pleasant if I17d Known what was in store for me. This was the first
of Nowvember, and when [ reached my squad they told me. that the
néxt day we were starting & big attack at 12 o’clack., That night
we packed everything up, ready to leavs it behind with the
Kitchen. The next morning we cleaned our weapon real  good,
checked our ammunition and then nervously awaited the corder  to
move up front.Finally at eleven thirty our Lt. came arcund and
told uz to lime up with the other squads, then we shoved off in
zingle Ffile. When we had gone perhaps 208 yards we came upon &
stack of dead German soldier piled up like cord wood. I would
imagine there were at least fifty in the pile.dhen we were nearly
at the edge of the woods we spread out in fighting formation and
were told to advance. MWe had moved maybe fifty yards, and I was
walking in & crouched position and was still in the woades  when
ascmething hit me in the stomach, such a blow that it sort of
dazed me at first. Then I realized what had happened, and I lay
dowrn on the ground expecting to pass out any minute. I was rather
panicky at firet and =said goodbye to my babies and wife,

MQ ztomach became numb, but didn’t hurt & grext deal. I probably
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lay there three minutes, and zhells ztarted landing pretty near ,
es 1 figured I had better get out if possible. 1 looked at
Rogers, and 1 could tell by the sxpression on his face that he
was zympathizing with me. My ammuniticon belt and my pante belt was
211 chot to pisces., 1 elipped a1l my heavy equipment off and
started ta craw) back to the command post.l crawled zbout ten
yvards past a dead American soldier, then got to my feet and limped
back to & foxhole where an aid man gave me a hypo and dressed my
wound, He told me he was sure the bullet didn’t hit any internal
crganc, so it bueoyed my epirts up 2 great deat.

There was no one to take me back immediately. I lay in a foxhole
far  two or three hours with the zid man who had gotten & case of
nerves and waz shaking gquite badly. I emoked cigarets to quiet

i

my nerves, as the big chells were landing pretty close to us vet,
Finally another fellow said he would help me down to the jeep. Ey
thie time I was pretty weak from loss. of bloed, but axfter
steadyving myeelf for x couple of minutes, 1 was able to make it
6.%X.% The Jjeep rushed us to the aid gtation,%ﬁégﬁffhe doc Jjust=
looked at me quick and put me on an ambulance headed for  the
separation hospital. At this hospital  they separated the cases
into elight and serious. Mine was cansidersd seridue, so they put
me on  ancother ambulance and <sent me en to the Slst Field
Hospital, which was about six miles further back. '

I was taken up stairs when we arrived, and the major looked me
rver,  and & ward boy cut my clothing off and told me I would be
operated on shortly. Tt was a funny thing, but I wasn’t a bit
nervous or scared about the operation. The only thing I felt was
the confidence I had in the dector who was going to work on  me.
Finally I was taken down tc the cperating room, and the docteor
ztarted to clean my stomach off, and I was kKind of touchy, S0 he
told the nurse to give me a pentathol shet. Before I cauld open
my mouth, I was cut Tike a light. The next morning, when I
awcke, 1 discovered that inm one arm @ had intravenous feeding
and in  the cother ! had klond plasma., There also was & tube-
leading from my stomach to a large Jjug over my head. It was quite
uncomfortable for the three days.

On the fourth day I was transferred to a large tent next door
mhere there were a large number of other wounded. 1 lay on =&
ctrotcher with ne underclothing and just 2 bBlanKets covering me. I
caught & cold right away and every time ! seneeszed or coughed I
thought I would split cpen. The rext day the weather became real
bad , with & lot of snow and rain. ! happened to be right under
s hole in the tent, and the water Xept drippping in  my face,
and I couldn’t awoid it. The wind would gust real hard and it
ceemed like the tent would leave the ground.

Evidently the penicillin I had every four hours cured my ccld and
made me feel a lot better. In a few days of real discomfart, I
was well enough to travel so was put on a train headed for FParis.
Thiz wae & trip 1711 never forget because of the micery 1
endured. They fed me Spam sandwiches and Black coffee, which

' caused a terrible améunt of gas. PBeing bound up so tight hecauce
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of my wound, I could hardly breathe by the time I reached Faris.
Inithe Paris hospital they relieved me of my pain and from then on I

began to mend rapidly.ihen I arrived in England, and was situated
in' the hozpital, I finally got nerve encough to look at my

wound, and was astounded to ses such a long scar. Instead of just
two bullet holes as I expected, there was this long scar. It
started just under my right ribse and ended at my left hip, where
it 'had really gouged cut quite a sizable hole.Then I Knew why

it, had been szo painful turning from one side to - the other. |1
remained bedridden for thirty dayvs, then the long daye of trying

to get my strength back so that I could get arcund normally.

Eventually I became well encough to sail home, and we left England
on the Z@th of December.

We had & real good Christmas dinner on the high seas, and th on
the 28th of Dec. we arrived in New York., New York was the st
wel come sight 1 have ever ceen. | was then sent to Eorden Ceneral
Hoegpital in OKlahoma to recover. I was finally discharged on the

l'[l

German Armlctlce day, Mzay 2, 19245, 1 had finally ged e ébv$Qer
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