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_Editor's’ Note: Martha native
Howard F. Skaggs was 2l-years-old
when he joined the U. S. Army in
1942. He spent two years in stateside
training and work before being incor-

porated into the Army’s 100th Infan- .

try Division;: "~ "~ - }
“’In 1944, Skaggs and the 100th In-
fantry Division were transported by
ship 10 Marseilles, France, and were
immediately transferred to the front
lines of World War 1L )

1t was the fall of the year and for the
next four months Skaggs and his
division fought throughout much of
France. Skaggs spent day after day
standing in foxholes fult of icy water.

On January 9, 1945, Skaggs, along
with 15 to 20 other Americans, was
captured by German soldiers near
Rimling, France.

~ Skaggs and other captured Ameri-
can soldiers were transported by train
.10 Bad Orb, Germany and the prison

camp known as Stalag 9B.

The following is the story of
Skaggs capture and imprisonment.
The story was writlen by Skaggs’

-wife, Arlinc Burton Skaggs, astold o

her by her husband. -

The story is published in recogni-
tion-of National POW Recognition
Day on Monday, April 9.

The Story of My Capture
January 9, 1945

One pitch dark night while on
guard duty near Rimling, France,
from my foxhole I heard German
soliders and tanks coming over a hill
toward me. I could barcly see, butthe
extreme noise from many tanks and
screaming Germans made me under-
stand my only chance was 10 move
on. o :

- 1 made my way off this hill - alonc

- to an abandoned house on the cdge
of the village. Here I remained until
the Gepmans circled around and
came down the main street toward
the house where I was. hidden. I
stayed until they got to the house,
then ran to a back window which I
knocked out - jumped through and
ran down a street until I came to an
American Jecp parked in front of a
building. I went into this building
which happened to be our Company
headquarters. Luckily for me others
of my company were there.

That night the Germans took their
tanks away leaving their soldicrs
there in the town. The nextmorning 1

1 watched from this house the Ger-

mans setupa maching gun across the
strect from us. The Americans cap-
tured a great number-of these Ger-
imans and sent them back as prison-
ers. There I learned that there had
been 12 tanks and 200 German sol-

Ve in the atiack the previous night.
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 These Germans ‘told us of ‘a“much

' biggerattack that \yasblz{nhg'd forthe
- next night which we found to be true. -

Our tanks Had beefi sent to another

front leaving® us:with [nly  small’
arms, Our’ captain' asked for ‘more -

reinforcement or (0 let uis mové back

“~{o the main-lin of defense; This'hie

was denicd and we were not allowed

o go back: Latc that aftcrnoon.the’

" captain left in'a jécp ‘saying he was
going for supplies, but We never saw

him again. Years later I fcared that

- this captain survived the war but lost
one of his fect, which led to eventual
“ suicide. oy .
That night - about midnight - the
'Germans camd with tanks,

They blew off the back part of the
building we were in, thencame 1o the
front door and captured those of us
who were left. Approximately 15 to
20 American men. Here they took the
sheepskin lincr from my coat leaving
me only the outer shell.

We were walked to the top of the
snow covered hill overlooking
Rimling where several German tanks
were parked. We were made 1o lie
down around the tanks which werc
being fired upon by our Amcrican
artillery. Iwashitby shrapncl, butnot
scriously injured. Since we werc not
killed by our own artillery, they took
us across a snow-covered mountain
where German‘soldicrs on snowmo-

biles were patrolling. From there we

were taken 10 a house where we were
interrogated. After much question-
ing, they took allof our belongings of
any value. Coe T

From this house we were taken to
an abandoned German:army camp
where we spent the night. The next
moming we were loaded on a train in
a crowded cattle car where many
more soldiers who had been captured

- were being transported.

“This was very bitter cold zero
winter weather and we were moved
by this train‘for five days and five
nights with no food “or waicr. We
were allowed out of the cattlc car onc
time to relieve ourselves down by the
Rhine River, As we marched down a
street of Frankfurt to the riverbank
we were spit upon by the German
people along the strect.

(Imust tell you - theother times we
relieved oursclves on this train was
beside the door. If this had not been

zero weather, sanilary conditions .

. would have been almost unbearable.
This train traveled by night and was
parked on a siding during daylight.)

Wewere thenreloaded totravel the
rest of the journey to Bad Orb, Ger-
many. We were then walked to the
‘topolahillto Stalag 9B prisoncamp,
where thousands of prisoncrs were
already incarcerated. - ' :

" Thé guards at the gate said, “With
your conditions here, you may last
six months. It is a slow. process 10.
death” "
'For a bed we had a very small
amount of excelsior (wood shavings)
.on the floor with a thin blanket over
it For food we had to divide into
groups of eight men. This group had
one steel helmet and one spoon 1o
sharé for eating. Each morning we
_had boiled bark water to drink from
the’ helmet. At noon a few small
ladles of soup were put into our hel-
met 1o share. It was very thin with
tittle food value to it. At evening we
were given one loaf of bread which
we cut into cight picces and some-
times (not often) we had a small
spoonful of marmalade. When spring
came and I could find dandelion rools
I would cook them inanold tincan 1
had found. 1 believe the strength from
these dandelions saved my life. Our
group received onc one-man Red
Cross package while I was incarccr-
ated. This we divided among the
cight of us. o
The camp conditions were unbe-
licvably unbearable. We were cov-
ercd with body lice. We wore the
same dirty clothing the entire time

but were deloused twice, Then we |-

were allowed to take a bath under a
cold shower with no soap. This bath
was very weakening. .

For heat in our large building there
was on¢ wood-burning stove in the
_ center. Only two armloads of wood

cach day were atlowed to be burned
in it The building was always cold.
We saw men being carried out each
day - dead. .

I'will never understand how I sur-
vived except for the fact that I was
liberated before I had to stay the six
months. I lost more than one-fourth
of my body weight and was so weak
I had to be assisted to walk up stair
steps.

One of my worst experiences dur-
ing my months of captivity happened
after a German guard was killed in
the mess hall one night. The next

“morning all prisoners were taken oul
and made to stand .in lines in the
snow. The guards were trying to de-
termine -who had commitied the
murder by examining our clothing
for blood. When they didn’t find
blood, they began counting off pre-
paring to shoot some of us. Their
reasoning was that after killing 15or

20 of us someonc would confess.

_ Finally our interpreters persuaded

them to let us go back inside and they

would help find the guilty person.

This they did - a man from another

barracks had killed the guard for

food. He was taken away, but we

(Please turn to page two)
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(Continucd from page onc)

neverknew. ..

Another very scary expericnce for
us happened on a day which was a
little warmer so we had gone outside
the barracks. A Genmnan plane and an
Auncrican fighter planc got into a
doglight over our camp. Bullets hit
the ground all around us as the planes
flew back.and forth and strafed us. I
know of only one prisoncr who was
killed in this attack.

One late afiernoon during the {irst
week in April, I heard the sounds of
small arms being fired which I recog-
nized 10 be American guns, Later the
German guards came Lo our barracks
and told us that American troops

wereclose by and they asked ustotell
the troops when they came in that we
were treated well by them and that.

they would like to be taken prisoner
by the Americans.

A large white suit of underwear
wastied onapoleonopofabuilding
near the gate to denote their surren-
der, The next morning I saw tanks of
The First Cavalry Division roll
through the barbed wire fences, but
there were no Germans to be scen.
They seemed to have Ieft camp the
night before.

The next stcp in our release from
this POW camp was the order of
removal, the weakest being taken
away first. We were given c-rations
and were removed as fast as transpor-
| tation was available. My tum came
about four days later. Very sick from
trying to eat aftcr months of starva-
tion, I was taken by truck (o a mobile
bath unit ncar the town of Bad Orb.
We removed our filthy clothing and
tossed them. into a fire, then for our
{irst bath, after which we were
sprayed for lice. After this delousing
we were given clothes. By the time
my turn came all coats were gone so
Icfi by planc for Camp Lucky Strike
wearing a blanket for a coat.

After scveral days at Camp Lucky
Strike and plenty of cooked food to
rcgain some strength we werc sent to
LaHarve to board the John Erickson,

a hospital ship, for a trip across the,

English Channel to Liverpool, Eng-

‘spend my time, lakmvcarcofm

* caitle. I am an active mcmbcr

entertainment during our voyage
New York. I was very ill durmg
f iflcen days at sea. The thrili of

From the New York harbor
scint (o Camp Kilmer in New J
After a few days to gain
ercngth I went to Camp Adabery

thmy-day lcavc o
My family had pre_viously
notificd that I was MIA (miss
action), then momhs later

had been released and that lhcre :
apossibility thatIcould bconco L

group. Otherwise they knew ng i
until I walked in my mother's
door for a surprise happy reuniops

ol restand relaxation. From
reported to Ft. Benning, Georgig,
radioman f(or a Tank Training CoH
pany.

I was discharged Dccem
1945, at Fort Knox, Kentucky, ha
earned the American Theal
bon, Good Conduct Medal,
War I Victory Medal, Eur
African Middle Eastern™ Theg
Ribbon with two bronze SV stars s
have since been awardcd a M
Medal. - g '

Ireturned to the same positiony
Ashland Oil Inc. that I had beforel
service duty, with whom 1 u,
until ‘my retirement in Mm‘ch
after 46 years of servicc asaP o
tion and Explorauon Forcman

1 am now enjoying lifc with
wile, ArlincBurtonSkaggs.
I was marricd in October

W. (from 1
OW — Mol

and my herd of Polled. v(

Elizabeth Baptist Church of a8
and the Bluegrass Chapter No/ii
POWSs. 1 also enjoy attending I
ions of my 100th lnfanlry Dl
and especially sccing my ,.._
Company F and Stalag 9B.




