Robert M. Shaver
424th Regiment
106th Infantry Division

A brief account of Robert M. Shaver’s
experiences during WWII, inspired by
Tom Brokaw’s book, The Greatest Generation




were over 5,000 people in line. He did not get the job so he returned to his job at the
bank.

Shaver saved enough money to enter Purdue in the fall of 1942. He was registered with

" the Frankfort Draft Board and, men’in his class were being*called up for service. In his

first- semester, he joined the Enlisted Reserve Corps (ERC) which removed him from
Draft Board control. ERC did not offer any
deferments, but college men where assured they
would be allowed to complete the year of school.

He finished the second semester and days later, he
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stationed at Camp Atterbury near Columbus, Indiana. He trained as a radioman and a
driver through the summer of 1944. After the D-Day landing on June 6, the Allied forces

desperately needed reinforcements to support their push across Europe.

On October 1944, the 106" Division shipped overseas to England for a brief period of
training. Shortly thereafter, the 106th shipped across the English Channel to LeHavre,

France. On December 11, the men of the 106th replaced the U.S. 2"¢ Division man for

man and gun for gun
in the Schnee Eifel

area of the

German/Belgium
border east of St.Vith,

Belgium. The normal

coverage, for a
Division on the front

y ling, was
approiimately ﬁve
miles. The 106th's
positions extended for
18.5 miles and jutted
out into Germany in a
salient extending

Corsica -

approximately 7 e’

miles. Shaver recalls




south of the 422nd and 423rd, were able to fight and withdraw. The 112th Regiment of
the 28th Division joined Shaver’s 424", Each was a Regimental Combat Team including
infantry, artillery. medics, engineers, and signal personnel — which meant it could operate
on its own. They were successful during the oncoming days of January to help repel the
German forces from the former Allied positions. The battle which lasted from December
16 to January 25, 1945 was known in the U.S. Forces journals and history books as The
Battle of the Bulge.

As a radioman and Jeep driver, Shaver faced a number of challenges. Radio
communication was erratic in the heavily forested mountains and 1944-5 was one of the
worst winters in 40 years — which

added snow to the trees and the

roads. He recalls one night when he

had just gone to sleep in a bed of hay

when he was awoken to pick up a

- major at the 424" Battalion HQ. His

map was not too good and he found

himself driving around in the, dark,

cold countryside. He noticed a small

village in the distance and did not

worry about the fact it was burning

since most villages in the area were

burning to some degree. As he drove

through town, he knew it had

recently sustained heavy shelling

because the bullding were really Radio & Tel. Men at Battle afthe B”[ge

. ) Commanster, Belgium, Dec. 22, 1944
burning and he drove over tin roofs R.M. Shaver on left.

splattered in the street. There was no
one to be found so he kept going. Then he spotted a tank in the road up ahecad. He

approached the tank and yelled, “hey. tanker”, to get some directions. There was no

response. The lid was open so he velled louder, “hey, tanker”. Then his eves adjusted in




. the moonlight and he noticed a huge hole in the side of the tank. No one could have
survived that hit. Fortunately, he eventually found the major and delivered him and his

assistant to their desired destination.

The 106th Infantry Division, when they caught the brunt of the German Offensive on 16
December 1944:

e Had been on the Continent only 15 days.

e Had been in place in a "quiet” sector for orientation.

« Had the youngest troops (average age - 22) of any American Division on line.
Had been in their new positions only five days.

o Had no prior warning that the Germans were going to attack.

e Occupied a front line that covered over three times the normal distance.

The Battle of the Bulge was the largest land battle of World War II in which the United

. States participated. More than a million men fought in this battle including some 600,000

h Germans, 500,000 Americans, and 55,000 British. The German military force consisted
of two Armies with ten corps (equal to 29 divisions). While the American military force
consisted of a total of three armies with six corps (equal to 31 divisions). At the
conclusion of the battlé the casualties were as follows: 81,000 U.S. with 19,000 killed,
1,400 British with 200 killed. and 100,000 Germans killed, wounded or captured.

After withstanding Hitler’'s last big

offensive, the Allied forces pushed into

Germany that spring, creating tremendous
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A few months later Shaver was transferred to Frankfort — not Indiana — Germany!
Finally, it was his turn to return stateside. He left for home on New Years Eve, 1945 and
arrived in Frankfort (Indiana, this time) seven da};s later. He was ;iischarged on the 13™.
After a short detour to the Washington University in St. Louis for one semester, he

resumed his studies at Purdue in the fall of 1946.

While at Purdue. Bob Shaver met Pauline Steffen. They were married in 1953 and raised

five children. Bob Shaver spent much of his career as a telephone engineer at Western

Electric — making good use of that Army Radio and Wire Communications training.

Written by Kurt Shaver. November 2001

The cover picture shows Robert M. Shaver on occupation duty at a POW camp near Ober

Ingelheim, Germany in the summer of 1945.
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Indianapolis, IN 46226
January 20, 1998

John Kline, Editor,"The Cub"

Re: 424th Infantry data

our conversation a couple of daya ago, am enclosing some data
your possible use.

Map of 424th movements from 16 Dec. 1944 to 5 Mar. 1945; and
*O0fficial" dates amd locations of the Regimental C.P..

Personal Journal - During combat, I tried to record all the towns
and villages that we were in.

In later years, I tried to clarify these towns and dates. I also
started tgﬁdd enough memory-jogger notes, so as not to forget
everything.

Although I had an opportunity to revisit Belgium and Germany in
1978, I declined because I just couldn't face those creeps. It's
ironic too, as all of my ancestors are German. The original one
came from Sachenhausen, Ger. (near Wertheim, on the Main/Tauber
River junction). Landed in Philadelphia in 1752,

In 1989, my wife and I went on an European tour with a local Choir
group. My wife is the Church singing expert. I served as guard
of purses & cameras, as well as a program distributor.

We toured four countries, but mostly in Germany. It was a good
trip. We made arrangements before leaving the US, to get a rental
car and stay over for another week. The tour group went home

and we took off to see how many of the wartime villages I could
find. Was able to revisit many of the villages that the 424th had
been in. After Uhyears, however, almost everything had been

fully repaired, and many new structures in place, Only recog-

nized Aisomont, Belgium billet.

In preparation for our solo trip, I took my old Journal list and
updated what I could. (See 2.1

Atthe 50th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge, one of my sons
became very interested in(due to newspapers and TV exposure) get-
ting more information on the Bulge. He asked me to recommend a
book. I recommended MacDonalds-®A Time for Trumpets", and showed
him my copy. I thought he'd pass out at the thickness of the
book! It became evident that a short-short story was needed. I
started to expand the information in my Journal in January 1995.
Unfortunately, I haven't completed all items. (See 2.2 for Com-
pletions to date, and 2.3 for Work in Progress.

I've also included data on Joe Giarusso and his thesis, and my

write-up in the paper.
| Bob-

Robert M, Shaver
106th 1D, h2lth pnf




: L2
Locarrans PuenG comEaT - WAl 2

Vs
To BRECHT , Bet.
v Eure Revranp, BEL.

n CoMMANSTER, S5l

Ty Viensaiy 1o Weens
Harpre,s SB ;

" cw&E’: =L
J@Wﬂfmﬁfﬁ gonBe:. G,

pone NEAR Lo KED, BEL:

7%5 FoNTS, BEA -
BisomenT, BEL, s
DEIDENBERG, BEL .
FrAWEYX & Queres Bra BEL
Hovwmery & Bonsrert. Bk,

BuckoLz SrAzion § LOSHEMERGIABEN,
BivodAc N WEoDS NEAREY L
BERE. GERVING

Sk eeE A
KM




PsoF: 1) @

Liow .Z:v 74;: Wj"-"’ DV:F‘V)/

) =7 7
F%sow At /’%AA/-’?A‘S

/OL 224 e, —
9Mar. 45 = opr oF Berrie 7.0,445-’_
7o St QuenTin, Fr. 7R REWB. § REGRS,
e Fssims Freops )57, i?ﬁn?f-{ 70 /5% /;)’Frﬂ'ﬁ’
- Tqystf?ﬁé-‘ﬁ 7O /4?5‘554?1/&’ BENND EG (4
I Div @ Lopusn T #S7Mazawes
FR. s NVozl FockETS$ SuBmARMWE
PENS .

b PR 95 —sAemirE @ Fewes, Fr,

*fecs= 52 elzer ()

T e feTs 0 TEM,
FErLdcEs LosT! 422-£¢423’¢
“ Ao REceE $015T & é?-7 ZEAEN

T REFLAcE Uo7 Seq7 T ¢

ST T A ENS,

/9‘@.:0 FECEIWED GilDp OFFICER S
¢ mel 70 FERVILY 922 ¢ 922

InE Kemrs, & 5894 570 P4 Ew,

15 AAR 95 — <FopmaL /Q;&ces/;»cw& oF C&u% cf FE -
BT UMI7S,

|6 Hrr 95 —= 05T gerirriy gssievers
P&)V Gudmp LITY W Cﬁm
Legve witd 13T Ap :/,quf)D

! )r—’._,,,r_‘ i A T = é’-s b =
R é T mEC Y SHELTER WALVES The
"? ﬁg/ﬁ 5 ¥ VC«‘Q—




»»*:’ ZEAREES —e J.E'C/ﬁ-, ‘pjw,),ﬂ;;}dmwﬁrzy >
.J?EMJI/WZI—‘——', er Dy, WV

(] 6//-,

5 “‘/ODVMCEPW "IN 78,93; ELTME

R e e i
“*}T’—"“'M - ﬁBEJQ - - Wi,
& ) 3/17/’?” ?5—'“'511.1.!:7:9 TNASCHIDL. sgp;;gﬁj

____3’_'21‘./..@—-—# cﬁMQ&;ﬁF 5,4/
16-26 Juve'd5 —= Nic& F‘xz '

1230y ‘?o - v Dw. 70 Ka /__. m-/E (e pRER
\)‘ 424””‘ = WD e (i)
(Hovse /./
LIV, 5*5'9 (47/0"55#’05‘
z/ Jog 95~ = [regina: Zfa =),
£3D AM 79.#;;5&}64/:9 ﬁF: FEEAT
SEMEE Fole NAZ/s &é’d/.s).
ETE

& Hvs THEY
—-: SepP7 95 - - fWLﬁL_ Univ. & OF f_‘m HH




25 Dex, G5 )59 Pbm  LECIZEEN @

=106 F D ARTY = MapwpEirT
o R ENPINDER oF D)y — STrr7ELRe—
Veoy T’
Ap WeweE FZm7Y ives. AL
B KREUZ e/

. 5% &wsocfwn//t C/ﬂ‘ e, -;,42% fﬁb)

RER M
@ PE/‘M/ES%? ( <z Tgff&%;
@ ° BAD /«fEfoM?ﬁ# CER, ( gﬁw 4 (ss —HSE o Pmmes @

@ “ein S& m// ca? (!i” Pe, 4@( ;;%-%F‘:i;g”ﬁ
.(! Crer Jyserhem, Ger (3 Mg - J?m;@ s 99
*ok ?é VE D,-w (9 May 95) @ Fems, o,

rﬁ’ﬁ? Cé % 45

;\, G-EIE" WS’E # :f
D}Vl
&> W ¢ ? )(42*?  Zur (?))

. AUe. & THRN(TUE A al THE =
s GreveELE, PR (7 %) 4) LN, £ GRENLEL E







| 12/18/1944. SSgt Luce, head of Telephone Wiremen |






TSgt Barrett, head of Radio Operators & Radio Repairmen

TSgt Barrett. My jeep with HQ 284 radio, pulled off road.




T/4 Joe Galvin, Senior Radio Operator and owner/operator of the "non-official" camera.




Group of radio operators and telephone repairmen. A one day temporary stop prior to
evacuating the "Fortified Goose Egg". T/5 Brown, T/5 Born, T/4 Siegfried, T/5 Shaver, T/4
Hammerstrum, Pvt Prentergast, T/5 Edwards, Pvt Sharkley




T/5 Shaver, T/4 Hammerstrum, T/5 Edwards. Pvt Sharkey and Pvt Prendergast.
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