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Thanks to veterans who
related stories of war

Dear Editor,

On this Veterans Day I reflected on a
visit | had this summer with an extraor-
dinary man who courageously fought
for the United States at the Battle of the
Bulge during World War II. _

I wanted to hear his story firsthand
since neither [ nor others in my genera-
tion have ever experienced such devas-
tation to mankind. 1 barely remember
anything of the Vietnam War but recall
seeing nightly news coverage of the
Gulf War bombings.

I felt a sense of duty on my part to

R hart so I could
gain a greater @ of the sacri-
fices U.S. soldiers made for our free-
dom. .

As [ sat listening to Mr. Lockhart re-
live his standoff with the Germans for
several days only to be captured as a
prisoner of war and detained in one of
the worst POW camps, I wondered how
many of my friends really understand
the sacrifices made by our veterans.

I'was truly fortunate to hear his story
and 1 will share it with my children
someday so they too can get an appre-
ciation for Mr. Lockhart's sacrifices. In
so doing, we keep alive the spirit of free-
dom in America.

To Mr. 1 want to simply say
thank you. Thank you for sacrifices that
were not given in vain but rather as a
testament of commitment to your coun-

try.

Kevin Schoeben
Soringfield
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SECRECY ABOUT

U.S. CASUALTIES

[Germans Claiming That 4
Yank Divisions, Including
106th, Were Destroyed.

PARIS, Jan. 3.—(UP)~ Supreme
allied headquarters remained ada-
mant today in its refusal to tell
the American public one of the
bitterest results of the German
breakthrough on the western
front—the extent of American
casualties,

The Germans already have
claimed that four American di-
visions, including the 106th, were
destroyed and six others cut-up
in their smash through Belgium
and Luxembourg. Some 30000
prisoners were taken alone and
the number of dead and wounded
ranged even higher, German ac-
counts said.

Whether these figures were
pure propaganda or not, the Ger-
man command obviously knows
how many prisoners it has cap-
tured, how many dead it has re-|
covered, and prabably could make
covered, and probably could make‘
were dead and wounded were|
taken away by the retreating
Americans.

But supreme headquarters still
bans any detailed disclosure of
casualties despite the fact that
Americans at home have been
told that production and draft
calls will have to be increased tb
replace losses suffered In the
counter-offensive.

Another faint hint of the size
of the casualty lists was provided
by the stories of two enlisted
mei. one of whom said there were
only 14 men left out of his pha
toon of 43 at the end of 35 mile
of successive retreats. The other|
soldier said his company lost al
but 35 men out of the original 130

Whether these figures were typ
ical of what happened to whole
divisions could be cleared up only
by an official over-all casualties
statement.

Proponents of such a statemen
argued it would do more to con
vinee the American public of th
‘grimness of the fighting tha
several speeches or statements
~neral terms.
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