Jack D. Smith
Company B, 423rd Regiment
106th Infantry Division
Stalag 9-B

My father, Jack D. Smith, who is 83 now was in the 423rd Regiment, Company B of the
106th. He was a 20 year old Staff Sergeant in charge of a mortar squad. On the morning
of 16 December 1944, he and a small group of soldiers were situated in a pill box at the
forward-most point of the Siegfried Line on the Schnee Eiffel. Their position was quickly
overrun and they were surrounded. My father and the men with him were not part of the
mass surrender of the 422nd and 423rd. He and his handful of men fought on even after
they ran out of food, water, and ammunition.

On Dec. 19, he had 3-4 men with him, all out of ammo. In a desperate attempt to break
out of the forest, he ordered his men to fix bayonets. The men charged with bayonets
towards a German position, but the Germans started shelling the men and they were
quickly separated in the chaos. My dad jumped into a track left by a tank just as a shell
ripped apart a tree just above him. When he looked up, there was hot, smoking shrapnel
all around him. He couldn’t move his arms in any direction without touching shrapnel. But
somehow it had all missed his body.

Separated from any other soldiers and out of ammo, he crawled through the woods
looking for a way out until he found Pfc. John “Jack” O’'Shaughnessy hiding in some brush
at the bottom of a hill. They tried to devise a plan, but just up the hill there appeared a
German officer and soldiers. They could see my dad and O’Shaughnessy and called for
them to surrender. My dad knew he had two choices: either surrender or be shelled or
shot to death. There was no way out. He had a white handkerchief with him, as he always
does to this day, and O'Shaughnessy found a stick. They waved the white flag and thus
ended my dad’s combat experience and began his POW experience.

My father was first taken to Stalag 9B and then a few weeks later to Stalag 9A. He was
liberated on Good Friday 1945 at Stalag 9A.

His name in the unit roster under 423/B - SSgt Jack D. Smith, ASN# 34546762. He was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal.

Best regards,
David B. Smith
Baton Rouge, Louisiana




Jack at about 18 or 19







Telegram - Missing in Action

Telegram - Prisoner of War




Letter home from Stalag IX-B




Jack and his Grandson, 2007
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