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HOPES HER HUSBAND
AMONG PRISONERS
FREED IN ADVANCES

First Lieut. Thomas J. W
Jr. captured last December
may be among some of the pri

cners who have been liberated by
the' Allies eastward drive from, the
Rhine, his wife, Mrs. Carolyn Er-
win Wright of Chautauqua road,
Fredonia, hopes. However, a let-

THOMAS J. WRIGHT, JR.

written early in
'y, inclicated that he was in
good health and. had suffered no
wound at the Lime of his capture.
Mrs. Wright thinks it likely, ther
fore, that the Germans marched
| him eastward with other prison-
|ers in good health before recent
dvances in the west, When last
heard Iro Otlag
XIIB which was near  Hammel-
berg, a little more than 50 miles
west ot Frankfort and also on the
Main river, This is tterritory re-
cently swept over by the Seventh |
U. S. army before it by-passed
Schweinfurt, once the great ball-
bearing producing center of Ger:
many. Lieut, Wright had previ-
ously been located at Limburg,
condlderably farther west,

Lieut, Wright is the son’ of Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas Wright ol
Cherry Creek, and was awarded
the silver star medal for gallantry
in action, He was serving on the
western front in Belgium with the
106th division. When tanks attack-
ed his battery position, he and 45
men were separated from the rest
of the unit. Lieut, Wright led his
men back through enemy lines to

| the 589th field |
artillery battalion.

At a crossroads near Baraque f
Belgium he was second in _com-
mand of a small group which de-
layed the northern advance of the
German breakthrough for  five
days by denying the Nazls the use
of the main road into Manbay.

which the defenders were oppos-
ing the Germans and exposed him-
self to direct fire in order to
observe the attackers and effect & |
sufficlent resistant strength to hold |
the increasing enemy pressure.

When the defenders could * no
longer hold the crossroads ngainst
the overwhelming strength  op-
posing them, they  fell back
through a woods to another posi-
tion, Lieut. Wright waited until
the last man had Jett the area and
as a rosult was unable to follow
his men and was taken prisoner by
the Nazis.

Licut, Wright and Mrs. Wright
has a son, Chester, who was born
five days after his father was tak-
en prisoner.
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