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(DID NOT BELIEVE THEY :
WERE GOING TOBE FREED

'\\"Ith Gﬂth Dl\lsmn ‘Llst ot
Lelpzig, Uernmny. Today — (U. P )
—Amorlcnn soldiers did not ‘I;e-
lHeve iL when the gudrdn who usnd
Lo heat them—snch &s “Buttstioke
Chaorlie™—told (hem they . were
goiug Lo be marched to freedom; .

“We thought it.was going to'be
just.another tortwous hike," said
‘Ple. Vincent-J, Amanna {749 An-
chor St.) Elliadelphla, Pa. Am-,
anna was among the 12,000 Allied
Drisoners led imo Amerlcan line
by Lhe German’ colonel comman-
dant of thefr camp,

“Bultstroke .Charlie,” according
to Amanna, wus ene of the Cer-
man g\mrds at the camp who
hadl a rondness for’ beating pris-
oners with his rifle~.

Amanna and Pte, Charles Gil-
bert, I\lllnnnlng, Pa.,. were taken
prisoner Dee. 721, 1'H-l while
fighting with 'the "106th ‘Division
near St, Vﬂ.h Balgium, in tie
battle of the hulge. ]

Along with fifty otlier Ameri-
cans they were Jammed. into a
hox car for thelr trip eastward,
They. weve left there for (wo days
withont food, heul, or latrine facil-
ities, The men relieved thomselves
in one stinking cor ner of T.lu. car
where nobody zlept,

Gilbert wns glck at his stomach
while he told his stocy. For.the
past foyit months he hnd lived on
mostly bread and water, and his
first meal of good American G.1.
food was too much for him.

Amanna and Gilbert said thelr
hike (o freedom hegan &t 2 A. M.
at the town of Torugs, iS miies
northeast of Wurzen.

“Rumors were running wild.'
said Amanna. “T didn't believe
we were free until T saw a car ap-
proaching carrying the Stars and
Stripes.

“[ cried = little [ was so glad to
fee IL." ; .
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