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Today, the 3,369 citizens in this
community are welcoming back the
liberators — or their survivors.

Overlooking Aubel in the Ber-
winne Valley of the Ardennes pla-
teau are 8,439 white crosses that are

of the Henri-Chay American

, the largest of five Ameri-

can memorials in this lowland
country. The commemo-
in the

rates the Americans died

Battle of the Bulge, and those who

El:wed through northern France,
l;hlm. Holhnd Luxembourg and

“So mny more men than in our
little village died for us,” said Fran-
cois Flechet, a lifetime Aubel resi-

dent. ‘l'hey were strangers. We are
gra
Fledut, Gl. will |r:et at the
ldiers and families

of ulﬂn lnclmﬁn; veterans lrom
mﬂmmmmwmmu-
east. He has been
cans here for more 25

Some of the French-s| g Bel-

yet‘ their loyall '\'sm School

loyalty uml, -

children have { a

language they don’t undu'mnd

Hmuwlvu have preplred guest
don’t know.

it

ln Aubel eveyane has a ulmve,

friend or who was killed
the Germnl invaded. Every-

one has a story to tell. The stories

are most easily heard, and heard
again, in the Cafe Pasteger, a tavern
near the Saint Hubert Cathedral

a gold !rwt !mth. wlll pour Bel;hn
Loburg beer while he reminisces in
the tavern about “Yanks coming to

"liummymeuwem;‘u
" Titi
uld “We must tell them how it was
to be hungry or to have less liberty
than our dogs. Dogs could run free,
but we would be shot.

His uncle, menliyunold,m
one of the first people in the valley
killed by Germans when a shell hit
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his tractor in May 1940. Uncle Nor-
bert Jacquinet's grave is in the
church cemetery next to rows of
others — mostly teenagers — who
died between May and Nwembu‘ of
that year.

“We were not enoudl to
run away,” Titi uld.

Perha)

choice, most le
reul.ltl:;uod times of llb;:mn
nmmmemmnuumm

tion,

“It was much like this way 40
lun ago,” Flechet said. The chiurch
as been in the same spot since
1391. Jacques Pomme's family had
a farm in the same place just'as
still lives there. Pomime,

Germans
village we would signal
cans over the hill to come,” Porine
said, “by putting Belgian flags in
our fields. I waited by the nulll

and chewing gum. Be),

“Everyone was :ln’mg
lnﬂ with me ln!amry, Flechet in
My
wme ;ood
The Am!rlunl taught Titi how, to

e 1 yars o
, at 12 years

“I support America and !helr
udeﬂ," iti said. “I prefer a mis-
:ulnthzumenﬂmnhnnm
sian in the kitcl

At the calmery ona lypiul ﬂyv
an old woman ink roses

ical crosses,
one, knelt and prayed. She lef
flowers. That ritual is mmmon i’ for
the people of Aubel, some of whdm
have adopted certain nldlen
graves for decades. "
During the cehhnuon. Americans
will be guided to graves of their
loved ones by village children who
will greet them with flags and hugs.
Despite the usual 300 days of rain, a
million visitors are expected at the
cemetery this year, including m‘
000 Americans.
Among the rhododendrons ~ and

One American r:tnrnm( to Anbel
mll munth is Frank W. vaen.ll
st

Army'l “Old mémk:lry" 30tk Division.

Towers, a retired University “of

Florida computer worker, plans to

preml the flag that was flown ll
louse “on” the

k each city in the area was libera

‘The missing commemoraf
gians at Henri-Clnpﬁlle are:

@ 8 Sgt. Corris M. Adcock, 341st
Bomb Squa

uad.
® Pfc. Hoke B. Evans, 12th Infan-
try. 4th Division.
m Cpl. Horace G. aner. 8lst
Combat, 106th Divisi¢
o 2nd U.. Robert W Steele, mm
msfmq n d  Wingate, 545th
u oy te,
Bomb Squad. X

1984-09-15 Belgians set big salute to American War Heroes

Clipped By:
—

criswest
Sun, Apr 15, 2018

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Emm



