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although
designation until 1917,

Ever gince the Revolution, components of the 25th have
been fighting for freedom in all wars in which the. United
States taken part. From Valley Forge, where Gineral
Washington had the support of what is now the 28th, to
the Battle of the Bulge, where it earmned the title of the
"Bloody Bucket” Division,

In two World Wars the men of the 28th have left a rec-
ord second to pone. That record is written next to the
names of many of the greatest battles of the wars — St
Agnian, Fismes, Fismette, Varennes, A LeChens
Tondu, in World War I; and, in World War II, 5t LA,
Compiégne, the Hurtgen Forest, Chantilly, Criel, Ardennes,
the Our River, the Seigfried Line, and many others.

It is written i the indelible blood of thousands of brave
men. In World War [ the division suffered 14,139 casualties,
fourth highest among all American divisions in Franoe by
the end of 1918,

In World War 11 its casualties numbered 25310, yot the
Division was still ighting when Victory in Europe was
finally proclaimed.

The 25th Infantry Division, as such, came into being
on October 11, 1917, dt Camp Haneock, Ga., where the
Pennsylvania National Cuard, then a full division, had
been sent for training following federalization.

Battle streamers of the 28th show participation in the
Revolution, the War of 1812, the Mexican War, the Civil
War, the Spanish-American War, the Philippine Insurrec-
tion and servics on the Mexican Border,

The First Philadelphia City Troop, now the 28th Recon-
naissanes Company, has the distinction of being the oldest
compapent of the Army of the United States with a record
of continuous service. When it was formed in 1774 it was
the first military body organized to protect the people
against the oppression of the British Government.

Dwring the first World War, General John ). Pershing
dubbed the 28th the “Iron™ Division after it had been
thrown directly into battle in France during July, 1918,
without previous experience in a “quiet” sector of the front
s was the custom with most other new divisions.

From July 15, 1918, until the Armistice the 25th saw
virtually continuous action. Its battle streamers show par-
ticipation in the campaigns of Champagne, Champagne-
Marme, Aismo-Marne, Oise Aisne, Lorraine and Mease-
Argonne, Tis more than 14,000 casualties in just 4% months
of combat attest to the kind of action it saw. Among the
battle dead was Brigadier General Edward Seigerfoss, the
only general officer of the American Expeditionary Force
tor be killed in action in Franoe,

Between the wars, the 28th continued as a Pennsylvania
Mational Goord Division uotil # was recalled in F:i:m.u_r}-,
1841, for serviee in World War 11, When it entered training
it was again t‘t'"ﬂ.lll!‘!-ﬁl enbirely of Pennsylvanions, but when
it returned to its home state at the end of hostilities, ro-
placements and casualties had reduced its ranks of native
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Record books of some units begin as far back as 1747,
the Division itself did not receive its:present.
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Men of the 28th fought on, gaining ground and con-

solidating their positions until December, 1844, Then the
fateful counter-offensive — the last desperate efforts of the
Cermans to gain o guick victory — began,

The 28th Division was out in A COncave arc o
i ¥ ouwtnumbered by nine ora
Cerman Divisions, the men nevertheless fought and died
in their positions in order that their delaying action might
give the allies vital time to recover from the initial blows
of Voo Runstedt’s Ardennes attack.

The stubborn 28th hung en despite crippling losses, The
reason for this was cxemplified by a young Division
Licutenant during the Battle of l?llm ]{Ll:rge, who reported
over his radio-telephone:

like mad men. We're down

"The Germans are comi
to our last grenades, | llr;'EI mimd dying — 1 don’t mind
taking a beating — but we'll never give up,

During the Bulge, the Cermans respectfully named the
28th the “Bloody Bucket™ Division, in reference to the
Haming red Keystone shoulder patch worn by the men as
division insignin.

The Germans claimed to have “wiped out™ the division
in the battle but a month later, after a rost period during
which replacements filled its gaps, the 28th was back in
the line ready to take Colmar Eg‘mn the Nazis and push
across the Rhine in the final offensive,

In 1945, the Division returned home once again to be
re-formed as o unit of the Pennsylvania National Guard,
From 1945 through 1950, the Guardsmen trained at
Armaries seattered throughout the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvamia.

While the Division was condueting summer field training
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Thiz regiment was organized as the Scranton City
CGuards April 14, 1877, In 1875 it was redesignated
13th Infantry, and served in the H[‘I-.'.'u:uihhr.-\rm'nl.';lll
1I-'|r.;|.rI

Again it was mobilized for Federal Service on Mexi-
can border and in 1917 was assigned to the 25th In-
Fantry Division, and redesignated the 109th Infantry,
It served in World War [ and mustered out of Federal
Service 20 May 1919,

Hidueted into Federal service at Scranton as an ele-
ment of 28th Infantry Division in 1941, the regiment
3 '-i'lull.l!'r L] II_I.l " wld £ i1 Euae L e,

Itz BATTLE HOMORS fnclwde; ,_'L'l.':hrln;] War 1)
Champagne, Champagne-Marme, Aisne-Marne, Oise-
.'|.|'.u|]'_ Lorraine, Meuse; (Waorld War 11) Normandy,
MNorthern France, Ardeones-Algace, Rhineland and 2 .
Central Europe. Eﬂﬁ:ﬁiﬂ?i.f:ah”
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