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The Battalion Insignia or Coat of Arms means
“We Speak With Fire” and had its origin in a
contest held during the early training days at Fort

Bliss, Texas. TIts final approval is pending as
this bock is published since it will remain on file
with the Quartermaster General until hostilicies

cease.
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Dedication

*

This is a simple book. Tr wast™s wrizten oo lrerars cenius, It was
written by the hearts and hands ard minds and couszge of ome gmoup of
Americans who helped fight a World War Jor thase ideals which they

deemed sacred.

Blood has been spilled on the pages o7 his book. It is the iifebiood of
those young men—from city and farm—who came to this bartalion to do
a job. And, in the doing of thar jor thev made the supreme sacrifice—

for home and for country.

There is nothing else to say. These are the men. These are cur com-
rades in battle. The humhle thanks of =2 grateful nation are theirs, God

rest them.

Ist Lt. Thaddeus E. Thomas, 2nd Lt Walter J. Czatnecki, 2nd Lt
Joseph M. Flannigan, Sgt. Philip B. Gilienberg, Sgt. James L. Shikles,
Cpl. Lester S. Riedel, T/Sgt. Brvin A, Westendorf, Cpl. Arnold H. Meyer,
Pfc. Albert Heller, Pfe. Alfred C. Houk. Pfc. Adolph N. Pederson, Pfc.
Norman Redthunder, Pfc. Paul F. Frauenfelder, Pvt. Dan Carlson, Pvt.
Albert J. Jaeger, Pvt. Walter D. Ireland, Pvt. Elmer O. Jordan, Pvt. John
B. Wright.
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Doreword

*

The contents of this book represents the experiences which the 331st
Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion has encountered since
its activation. It begins at Fort Bliss, Texas, where the battalion was
activated, and gives space to the extensive training which the organizazion
saw at Bliss, in the American desert, and at Richmond Army Air Base and
Fort Devens, in preparation for eventual combat. It goes along with the
AA gunners to England and then to Omaha Beach in Normandy where
we began, in combat, to practice those lessons we had previously been
taught. Tt carries through the Siegfried defenses into Germany and on

to Victory.

Our data for this story has come from the men who were on the spot,

and the actions atre described as they were seen through their eyes.

Those who have given their time to the publication of this book have
realized quite fully the important part this battalion has played in the
historic events of World War II and have felt that the story it tells would
be a cherished reminder of days gone by for the men of this unit. The
pages which follow are presented wich the sincere hope that they will recall
for you the experiences you have had, both in and out of combat, and
serve as a medium of contact between you and others who have traveled

the same road.



LT. COLONEL RECTOR T. MACE



Trom the C. O,

*

Beneath the exultation and pride of a task well done lie the sembre vealiza-
tions of the heavy price we have been forced o par ro complete that task.
From the day of activation through the extended. exacting period of train-
ing with its attendant difficulties and hardships to that memorable day on
Omaha Beach on the coast of France—each Oficer and man of this Bar-
talion fully realized how tortuous, how dangerous, and how full of the
unknown was the job ahead of him. Despite the rains and mud of Naor-
mandy—the lengthening days of Belgium and Holland—the long, cold,
dangerous nights of the Ardennes—the fast, perilous advance into Ger-
many—each man fought these campaigns with his face set to the front,
with no complaint, and with less regard for his own personal comfort and
safety than for those units he was directed to protect from hostile aircrafr,
To those who have fallen and to those who have been disabled, we proudly
and reverently dedicate this history. They knew as we knew that the task

had te be done and the price had to be paid.

/ﬁgjcj:w 4 Mac.

RECTOR 1. MACE
Livutenant Colonel, 53050 A1 due I pus. Bu. (31)
Commeanding
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Activation and

On 13th July 1947 a cadre for 531st CA
Bn. (Sep.), consisting of 94 enlisted men and
five officers from the 69th CA (AA), departed
This cadre was

from San Diego, California.

met at the train by the Commanding Offices,

at 0001, 15th July 1942, Lt. Col. Mace called
an officers’” meeting at which time he appointed
his Battalion Staff, Battery Commanders, and
Barrery Officers.

The temainder of the day

was spent in policing the area, and orientation

Lieutenant Colonel Rector T. Mace, and other
officer members of the battalion. The men
were transported to their assigned area in the

AAATC and proceeded to get settled.

As the batralion nag deer ofciallv acrivated

of the men.

Reveille was held at 6:30 am., léth July
1942, “Chow” was served, and training was

started at Forr Bliss, Texas.

Frow activation until 30th August 1947 the



(raining at Fort Lliss

battalion consisted of 24 officers and approxi-
mately 100 enlisted cadremen. They came
from army schools and other organizations, and

were to form the nucleus of the new battalion.

During these days, training consisted of ob-

had worn civilian clothes, and now wore new
O. D. uniforms.

For all of us the next two or three weeks was
among the most difficult of our military career,

taking orders from officers and non-commis-

stacle courses, lectures, and teaching the cadre-
men methods of instruction.

Then on 30th and 31st of August 1942 the
rrains backed into the sidings at Fort Bliss and

pegan 1o unload men whom a few days earlier

sioned officers we had never seen before, doing
the obstacle course in the blazing Texas su-.
and always that “Hup-two-three-fors™ 20 Z:.

and ringing in our ears all nigh-.

Tt was the first taste o7 === Lire -wr o



of us and utterly different from anything we
had ever known. Everyone felt that he was
alone in the army. Everything seemed wrong.
The uniform did not it properly, the food was
not prepared as it was prepared at home, and
it was always stand in line for mess, blankets,
passes, or laundry. But after a few weeks, it
soon became easy to keep in step with the man
in front,

During the week of 28th of September to
4th of October, we went to the rifie range and
fired our Garands for the first time. Some of
us did well. Others often missed the bulls-eye.

Then the week of 12th to 17th October we

matched 25 of the 35 miles to an antiaircrafc

firing range. The first night it rained, and
that night we learned how to put up a “pup
tent” so that it would keep us dry and would
not blow down. This was our first target prac-
tice with the 40-mm. gun, and seeing hits scored
on the target was quite a thrilling experience.

At 0400 on the morning o 16¢h October, we
started that well remembered 25 mile march
back to Fort Bliss. The first few miles were
easy and we fairly ran through them until about
1000 hours. Then the miles began to get long
and our packs began to get heavy. But that

afrernoon we reached base camp with the pen-

nants flying, the band playing, and our feet

For the next few days we busied

Very sore.




ourselves with cleaning up our equipment and
correcting errors made at the firing range. Now
we were becoming soldiers.

Nor was it all work. On Sunday there was
always time to see a bull-fight in Jaurez, or en-
joy a good dinner in El Paso.

On 26th October we went to Hueco range
to fire the Bofors guns again, but this time we
rqde in trucks. It was our most successful fir-
ing. Not only did we knock down many targets
during the day, but with the aid of searchlights
accounted for many hits at night.

Then on the morning of 23rd November the
report was spread that there was going to be a

field exercise. By noon we were towing our

guns across the sand to protect an imaginaty
infantry division from air attacks.

All went well until that night when we were
attacked by Airborne troops acting as Com-
mandos. That the attack was realistic was at-
tested to by the number of black eyes and minor
injuries that resulted. But, as always, the bat-
talion came out on top.

By now we had learned abour all that Fort

Bliss had to offer, and it was time to leave. We

practiced loading by driving our trucks onto
railway cars painted on the pavement. Later

we drove them on real cars and, saying good-bye

to our friends of El Paso, we pulled out on the

Ist December. On 2nd December the [ast train

left Fort Bliss.




Desert Maneuvers

We traveled westward from Fort Bliss for
several days. Then, one morning, our train
pulled to a halt, and the conductor announced
that the little town was Indio, California, our
getting-off place. We were in the midst of a
desert. Sand dunes, cacti and barren hills
were in every direction. Indio and its patches
of green stood out conspicuously in contrast.
The sun was shining and it was watm, even
though it was December.

We were surprised and a little confused at
We were told that

our new surroundings.

Indio was not our mew station, but rather i

was to be the Desert Training Center, still

deeper into the wilderness. Sq we stepped from
the train into the ankle-deep dust, boarded
trucks and rode 100 miles farther over monot-
orous desers roads to olit camp.

Whart a aisazoointment! The site was covered
with mescuize znd sage brush and could be
cistinguisned from the rest of the desert only
b+ the roacs which had just recently been built
around . Sullen gray mountains lay all
around. The nearest town, Rice, three miles
o the west, boasted only a railroad truck and
five or six buildings.

In this surrounding, with little more than

tents and determination, we set to work build-

Well, we

can always simulate, can’t we?

Five degree mask?



ing ourselves a camp. We worked hard. In
about rwo weeks we had a clean-cut mortor
park, neat battery areas with tents row upon
row, and walks and streets. It was a good,
livable camp. From four to six men lived in
each tent, which was heated with a Sibly stove.
Every man slept on a cot and there was usually
a community clothes rack, The floor was sand
and there were no windows. The wind whipped
the sides of the tents, and occasionally there
was more smoke inside the tent than outside.
Water was hauled in cans, and the walk to the
latrine was constderable. This was our home,
simple and rough.

Upon our arrival at the Desert Training

Center we had been artached to the Sixth Arm-

We trained plenty on them,

but after ali you can’t carry

them en your back through
hedgerows.

ored Division for administration and training.
As the weeks passed we participated in the peri-
odic division maneuvers, furnishing AA protec-
tion for the division trains. QOur daily training
in camp usuallv consisted of gun drill, calis-
thenics, lectures. tracking. and maintenance of
the guns anc wucks. We soon excelled at gun
drill,  Winzer evenings we passed in the tent
bv the fire, reacing anc writng letrers, playing
games. or talking over the day’s happenings.

During these winter months the days were
warm, but the nights were cold. We soon ex-
perienced the kind of storm probably most
common to the desert . . . the sandstorm. It

began wviolently on Christmas morning and

The wind blew many tents

lasted three days.




down and the driving sand was everywhere,
covered everything, and got inside everything,
It stung our faces and parched (l)ur throats. In
spite of the storm, however, a great many
Hollywood celebrities carried on with a sched-
uled dance, using a surface of planks sur-
rounded by tanks for a dance pavilion.

This storm was the desert in a bad mood.
At other times the desert was beautiful. Sun-
rise and sunset usually were colorful over the
mountains. Tinted clouds flecked a sky seem-
ingly aglow with soft, red light; the mountains

were bright here, dark there in the depths.

Desert scenes were picturesque.

Keep your eye on that tank, buddy.

A daily routine of training, with limited rec-
reational facilities during free hours, did be-
come a lictle tiresome. Recreation came chiefly
through week-end passes to San Bernardino,
Los Angeles, and Hollywood. Remember?

In February our battalion moved to Camp
Coxcomb, an ideal“desert camp situated about
Desert Center,

15 miles nosth of Here, we

fived in tents anc trained and led about the
same kind of [ire we had lived ar our old camp.

The first large-scale desert maneuver for our
battalion was with the Sixth Armored Corps
during February and March, 1943, We ma-

neuvered from Chuckawalla Pass to Iron

There are plenty of rat races ahead.




Hold on to your dust respirator. Here we go again!

Mounrtain Pass; convoyed long distances over
desert trails; and dug frequent slit trenches and
gun positions in ground that seemed as hard as
concrete. Water was scarce and the monotony
of “C” rations was often relieved by a change
to those equally unforgettable “K" rations.
Alerr gunners, good camouflage discipline, dis-
persion of men and equipment, and mobility
seemed the kev words of the maneuver for us.
Qur bartalion was credited wich knocking down
several enemy planes i simulated air atracks.

With the end of the maneuver we joyously
returned to the relative comforts of Camp Cox-
comb.

Furnishing a cadre for a new AA battalion

[4®

was a happy, vet sad, event of our desert train-
ing, for while many new stripes appeared it

meant that many old friends would depart.
This cadre departed for Camp Haan, Califor-
nia, in April to activate the 817th AAA AW
Battalion.

Training continued for several months, but
in June the battalion went by motor convoy to
the Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona.
The beauty of the canyon and the surrounding
country was a tonic to everyome. lhen, of
course, few will forger the little towns of Ash-
fork and Prescott.

Qur second and last big desert maneuver was

with the Ninth Corps. This exercise com-



Target! and they’re doing it by the book, too!

menced the latter part of June and lasted will
mid-July. The battalion was given the mission
of protecting brigade field artillery, first at the
defense of Palen Pass against the Seventh Arm-
ored Division, and later on during the with-

drawal up the long valley from Cadiz Dry

Lake.

In the final phase some elements were
placed in antitank positions at Fenner Pass.
Days saw us sweating in the hot sun, digging
slit trenches or gun positions in ground that
reacted relu_.ctantly to pick and shovel. Sudden
moves over miles of dusty and ill-marked desert
trails were the rule. Warer was a critical item,
and so 1ac to pe conserved chiefly for radiators

-

and- for drinking. Iror Mountain Pass, the
Salr Flats, and the long range of Old Woman
Mountains stretching up toward Goffs, were
passed time and again in daylight and dark
during the course of the maneuver,

Shortly after the maneuver our batalion
celebrated its first anniversary. Colonel Mace
reviewed the fine accomplishments, and bat-

talion talent put on several skits. There was a

band, and later on beer and eats.




After living in the desert for so many months
we thoughr we had come to know it, but we had
vet to experience a esert rainstorm. One struck
furiously one torrid afternoon in July, sweep-
ing down tents and washing away equiprﬁent
and belongings. A wall of water swept down
from the Coxcomb Mountains through our
camp carrying away almost everything. The
storm lasted only two hours, but its effects were
universal.  Soon afterward we did our annual

firing at Camp Irwin, and destroyed more tar-
gets than before.

Then came the happy news that the battalion
was to leave the Desert Traming Center. Our
farewell party featured Red Skelton as enter-
tainer, a band, and beer. When, one day early
in September, our train pulled away from the

railhead at Rice, we felt that our desert train-

Atr guards alert; and remember those windshieids?

ing had been the hardest and yet the best we
had ever had. More important, we felt thor-
oughly trained for any task assigned us, had
confidence in ourselves as soldiers, and were

looking forward eagetly to new experiences

ahead.




Sxercises at Richmond

We are really anxious to get back to civilization
after our long exile in the desert. And so we look
with, keen anticipation at the neat buildings of Rich-
mond Army Air Base. Bur they were not for us.
We moved inte tents in the woods and got right
to work.

CQtur job was t¢ learn how to cooperate with the
Air Corps. We had the same job as the interceptor
planes and we wanted to leamn how they worked
and what they could do, and a: the same time take
advantage of the firmer earth to build strong, per-
marnent gun positions and consider the problem of
camouflage.

But, before setthing down to steady work, the city
of Richmond was 2 challenge to a soldier with a
free evening. In three days, everybody knew the
best places to go; the best food, all the fun, even
without having been to town. Compared to Los
Angeles it was pretty quiet, but being able to get
back to Camp ‘ln a matter 0{ minutes H‘;adt up {01’
a lot.

Gun positions were selecred most carefully, each

one in a perfect place to complete a defense. Then

the ingenuity and imagination of everybody in the
battalion came into full swing. Any new idea to
make a better gun pit. a better floor or side, or ramp
was receivec and tested wich enthusiasm. No cam-
ouflage scheme was toe fantastic to be tried.

The pesitions advatced slowly, because everything
had ro Be the test. Tre oirs had to be tight and
dry. There was everv xind of a position. from one
on a flak tower o one surrounded by a2 whole house.
And all the while. we wert to schoois for camoufiage.

gas, and to learn rthe svsrem: of the interceprors.

Furloughs were starred in the course of our work.
And the first of thar famous seriss of bazterv dances
was started, to the enlightenmen: and enjevment of
the local femininity.

The work was climaxed with a three-dav fleid
problem, incoerporating all the features of cur train.
ing. We ate C rations and slepr ar the pies. Nigir.
ly raiding parties were supposed to svmbelize com-
bar.

That was all for Richmond, and so we loaded the
guns on gondola cars and said our farewells to the

South.




Headquarters
RICHMOND SECTOR, COMBINED AIR DEFENSE
TRAINING CENTER
114th Antiaircrafc Artillery Group
Army Air Base

Richmond, Virginia

*
4 Nov. 43,
GWD/htb
353.5

SUBJECT: Maneuvers and Field Exercises.
TO: The Commanding Officer, 531st AAA AW Br.. Fort Devens, Mass.

I. This certifies that your unit has had the {ollowing estersive field

training:
Date Type Dyraiion Raiing
9 Feb 43 4th Armored Corps 3 Weeks Superior

to 5 Mar 43 Maneuver, DTC, Camp
Young, California.

28 June 43 9th Corps Maneuver 6 Weeks Superior
to 17 July 43 DTC, Camp Young,
California.
12 Qct 43 Richmond Sector, CADTC 5 Days Superior

to 16 Oct 43 Five-day Field Exercise,
Blackstone, Virginia.

AT

LY
GEORGE W. DUNN, JR.
Coalonel, CAC
Commanding
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Our Stay at

Forr Devens, Massachusetts. was like some-
zhing out or this world; something reminis-
cent of stories told to the "draftees” by the
“old soldiers.” of how things “wuz" in the
Regular Army, but that nobody ever be-
lieved. Barracks—beds—mattresses—clear
sheets—hot and cold running water. Rough!

Our primary mission here was to prepare
for overseas movement, and though we were
not aware as to just when we could expec:
the call, preparations were gotten under wav
immediately to enable us to be “at the reacds”

at any time. Meetings were held almost

daily between the staff officers and battery
commanders, and between the non-commis-
sioned officers of each battery, to determine
what needed to be done and what was the
best way to accomplish it. Training sched-
ules were prepared each week and items listed
thereon were given priority according to the
need.  Added interest was injected into the
training by two contests. The biggest atrrac-
tion was the competition between all the 40-
mm. gun crews which was won by Sergeant

Melphy of C Battery and his “Lucky 14”—

28

iucky because each man got a 10-day fur-
lough out of the deal. The small arms ex-
perts were also out in force to show their
stuff on the range and to do their “durndest”

to grab off some of the fancy prizes thar were
being offered in that competition. One over-
night hike was undertaken and sleeping un-
der the pines with “plenty of fresh air” was

enjoyed by all. Everyone got a kick out of




Dort Devens

learning that our next-door neighbors had
gone on a hike the night previous, but had
returned to do their sleeping on the floor of

their barracks. Just before leaving we had

one last big problem dealing mainly with
camouflage, the spotring to be done from
an observation plane. Tt was rumored that
there was a little “rank pulling” o see who

was going to get the opportunity to get sick

26

in the Cub. Then, too, there was that never-
to-be-forgotten trek to “ley Edwards,” We
often wonder how the 40-mm. batrels
warmed up enocugh to fire.

There was another mission performed at
Devens, although it was not the primary one
and the training schedule didn’t call for it
A lot of reconnaissance work was being done
by all members covering the area in the tri-
angle formed by Lowell, Worcester, and Bos-
ton. Seemed like evervone was attempting
to do their bit to Lift the morale of the Home
Front, in ract it is believed that there were

even a few members of the WAC who were
left with broken hearts when the boys de-
parted.

Finally, after much standing of inspec-
tions, exchange of clothes, more inspections,
sending surplus items home, drinking a few
last beers (lictle did we appreciate how good
they really were) and getting an APO num-
ber, we were ready to sail. The day we pulled
out of Boston Harbor was filled with both
apprehension and expectation, but right down
deep every man felt it as being the saddest
day of his life for we were leaving HOME.



The Trip Over—

On 12t¢h February 1944, the battalion,
aboard the British ship Empress of Australia,
sailed out of Boston Harbor.

For most of the men, an ocean voyage was
an entirely new experience, and with thoughts
of the submarine menace and the probability
of seasickness, most of vs looked fotward to the
trip with some misgivings.

The ship was one of the largest in use as a
troop transport. les weight was 23,000 tons
and there were 6,800 troops stacked on its en-
tire 620-foot length.

We had traveled only an hour before seasick-

ness claimed its frst casualeies. Some of the

30

victims recovered in a couple of days’ time; a
few never recovered until they stepped off on
English soil.

Qur battalion drew varied assignments, in-
cluding manning the ship’s AA guns, M.P.
duty, and' PX details.

The secand day out, we came up with the
main body of the convoy. It was truly a mag-
nificent spectacle, the ships sailing in fixed po-
sitions which they held with mechanical pre-
cision, even during blackout and dense fog. It
was the largest convoy ever to sail for England.

We had one submarine alert during the trip,
but nothing came of it. One ship developed
engine trouble and was forced to drop out for
a time.

Living conditions on the ship were all that
you expected on a troop tramsport. Mostly
there were more men than hammock space, so
you slept on the tables or on the floor under
An-

the tables—anywhere space permitted.

other item was the chow, cocked British style



From Y. S. A to €. 7. 0.

oy a British crew. You get used to a lot of
things in the army.

Time hung heavy on our hands, and the prin-
cipal diversions, as usual, were “poker” and

* Some rather fabulous sums were won

“craps.’
by a few.
The water turned black and the whiteflecked

swells increased as we nosed far northward,

2

skirting “Torpedo Junction.” Iceland lay a few

score miles off our starboard, but you couldn’t

see it. Then, southward into the calm of the
Irish Sea with the rolling shores of Scotland on

the left and Old Ireland on the right. Qur

convoy began to break up, as ships puiled out
to dock at Belfast and Glasgow. But the Em-
press of Australia sailed straight south for
Liverpool, nosing up to its berth after 10 days
On 23rd February we de-

on the high seas.

barked in the land of light ale ;Lnd bitters,

PO S ST S T T L T N S




England

REORGANIZATION FOR COMBAT

When we climbed down from the trucks in

Shetborne, a small English village, complete

with ancient castle, cathedral and prep school,
we had been in England only a few days bur
had already seen, briefly, two famous cities, and
suffered one train and one truck ride. Qur
memory of Liverpool was already like a set of
colored slides; a bomb-scarred skyline; a dimiy
lighted ramp through which we struggled single-
file, carrying all of our possessions; a strange,
foreign train; and a Red Cross girl, passing out
coffee and doughnuts. After thar ir was Wes-
ton Super-Mare, the resort town with the name
that sounded so unusual ro our American ears,
where there was confusion, guestions {“Where
is the advance party?” “Where do we go from
here?”) and rumors, rumors on every side.
There, too, most of us had our first taste of
that thin, peculiarly ineffectual liquid the Brit-
ish call beer, and spoke to our first pink-faced
English girl.

So it was that we came to Sherborne, and
stayed just long enough to get used to being
billeted in civilian houses, including the castle,

where the officers were quartered and batralion

headquarters was situated; or, in the case of

(o5 ]

(%1

Headquarters anc A Batteries, long enough to

learn how to live comzortably in Nissen huts.

z Zew zrucks at Sher-

Having drawn ozv

A

we moved DV wain. Tassing through

borne,
Southhampton. whicn had been severelv dam-
aged by bombs. or our wav o
While chere we lived in zhe usuzl Nissen nurs.
Even the mess halls were nothing but over
grown Nissens. Barfold was the plaze where
armsy routine caughr up with us again, for we
drew 40-mms., directors, M31s and the rest of
our trucks. The generally unpopular physical
fitness program, which included one hike a
week of progressively longer distances, was in-
iiated there. It was at Barfold, too, that Gen-
eral Hobbs spoke to us for the first time.

Wynches was the camp near Hertford and
Ware. Remember? We convoyed there from
Barfold. Making a reorganization that was
nothing short of revolutionary, we traded our
directors for Stiftkey Sticks and put in an in-
tensive two-week firing mission at Camp Stiff-
key.

Wynches was more of an operational base

than a camp, for, shortly after returning from

Stiftkey, we left again for a three-day maneu-



ver on the Salisbury Plains, in South Central
England. At the end of this problem, nearly
half of each battery left for assault training at
Woolcombe in Devonshire in preparation for
the big push. We spent the remainder of our
time at Camp Wynches, drawing the combat
equipment, including half-tracks which dis-

placed our M51s, waterproofing the guns and

vehicles, and weaving green burlap strips into
camouflage nets.

Shortly before the Invasion, we moved by
convoy to Camp Remenham near Hensiey-on-
Thames. It was there, on the eve of D-Day,
Sth June 1944, that General Hobbs came to
speak to us again. A few days later we went

to the Marshaling Area,




We Join Old Hickory”

HEADQUARTERS 30TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO. 30, U. S. ARMY
25 May 1944

TO: The Officers and Men of the 30th Infantry Division.

The task for which we have trained so long and so well is immediately
before us.

In the complete accomplishment of this task, keep in mind, always, your
feeling of pride—-pride in yourselves, pride in your division.

Use the knowledge that is yours o fight skillfully and aggressively.

Fight with the knowledge and conviction that you are a better soldier
than any enemy that may oppose you.

Fight with the spiritual knowledge that you are in the right.

Keep in your heart and mind the fact that our path must be only forward
—always forward.

Above all, FIGHT—in every place and under all circumstances, FIGHT
—and the God who looks after each one of us will guard us and bless us
in that fight.

Victory will surely march with us in our forward progress.

,{0 Lo, JALM»)

LELAND S. HOBBS
Major General, U. 8. drmy
Commanding

34



Drom the
§apreme Commander

GENERAL DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary
Forcel

You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade,
toward which we have striven these many months. The
The hopes and prayers
of liberty loving people everywhere march with vou.
In company with our brave Allies and brothers-in-arms

eyves of the werld are upon you.

on other Fronts, you will bring abour the destruction of
the German war machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny
over the oppressed peoples of Europe, and security for
ourselves in a free world,

Yeur task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well
crained, well equipped and battlehardened. He will fight

sa'.'agelf.‘.
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But this is the year 1944 Much has happened since
the Nazi triumphs of 1940-41. The United Narions have
inflicred upon the Germans great defeats, in open battle,
man-to-man.  Qur air offensive has seriously reduced their
screngeh in the alr and their capacity to wage war on the
geound. Our Home Fronts have given us an overwhelm-
ing superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and
placed at our disposal greatr reserves of trained fghting
men. The tide has turned! The free men of the world
are marching rogether to Vicrory!

I have full confidence in your courage, devorion to
duty and skill in batdle. We will accepr nothing less than
full Vicroryl

Geod luck!  And let us all beseech che blessing of
Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking.



“Cleventh Hour”

Except for the thought of unknown things
ahead, the Marshaling Area was a dream come
tree.  On first impression, though, the place
had not looked like much. We had felt its im-
permanence and had realized immediately that
it was a camp where many men stopped, but
none stayed.

There was food like we had not tasted since
we left the States. There was white bread,
palatable as cake. The food alone would have
made the Marshaling Area memorable, but in
addition to that we had Time. Time to sleep.
Time to shoot craps or go to the movies that
Time for talk,

too, big talk about what we were going to do

were shown there every day.

in combat, big talk that was suddenly stifled by
the issue of those rubber life belts and the cap-
sules that inflated them; those boxes of choco-
late plainly marked EMERGENCY RA-
TIONS,

and those sulpha-diozene tablets

whose purpose could not be denied. They
were litcle things, but little things whose mean-
ings could be intimately terrifying if dwelt up-
on.

It was an orderls tlace, this Marshaling
Area.

characrerizes so man:- otner places where enor-

There was none of the confusion that

mous numbers of spiciers are gathered together.
We knew whr we were there and where we were
going from there. One thing oniv escaped our
comprehension.  Neither our training nor our
imaginations could te:l us zxactlv how much
was golng to be requirsC of us once we crossed
that narrow strip of water. That was why we
were inclined, if we didn’t watch ourselves, to
wonder whether we had said evervthing we

wanted to in our last letters home.

And then, past the luminous green of the
English fields, past the clusters of unsymmerri-
cal cotrages, past the buff-colored cliff wearing
an ack-ack gun like a chip on its shoulder; on
down to the coast, where file after file of O. D.
vehicles stood waiting their turn to load. Here
were the ships, riding at anchor and making
theit way to and from the shore. Here were
the barrage balloons, locking like a herd of fat
Towa hogs pur out to pasture in the sky. Here
was the 531st, its members squatting on their
trucks surrounded by the nauseous smell of gas-
impregnated fatigues, saying good-bye, each in
his own (generally inarticulate) way. to Eng-

land.
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We NHit the Leach!

The Infantry put it better than anyone else.
“It wasn’t Omaha,” they said. “And it
wasn’t easy. . . . But it was kinda red!”

And that about tells the story of Omaha
Beach. Omaha Easy Red Beach, if you want
to be technical. |

The Bofors of the 331lst rolled aover it
They rolled over the clanking ramps of the
LCTs and over the debris-littered sand and up
the sloping road to the clifftops.

June 15—D plus 9—that was the day.
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That was the day the battalion went into com-
bat. That was the day the long hours of as-
sault training and waterproofing paid off.

Omaha Beach was worth the price of admis-
sion—rthat is, if you care for fireworks. If
you like to stand on a pitching barge while Jerry
comes screaming down at you out of a fak-
spattered sky, then Omaha Beach was the
place for you.

The boys of the outfit will remember that

place for a long rime. There is a peculiar feel-



e )

ing that comes to the pit of your stomach the
first time you taste battle. The boys of the
33 1st gor that feeling at Omaha.

And they carried it with them long after they
had rolled up the slopes to the assembly areas
and through shell-flattened Isigny to the front—
the historic, bitter, death-scarred Front m the
hedgerows of Normandy.

If vou like statistics then you can note that

the first element of the 531st on the Continent

It un-

A Bat.

of Europe was battalion headquarters.
loaded on the afternoon of June 13
tery, which arrived the same evening, stood
offshore waiting for the tide until early the
following morning. The other batteries un-
loaded in swift successton and by evening of the

16th all were in the line with their respective

f\/fﬁ\
- W, N

field artillery battalions.
actly as they told you it would. There was
confusion on the beach and the guy who was
supposed to tell you where to go generally
didn’t.  You didn’t know what to do with your
lifebelts and you had a hell of 2 time finding
the initial assembly area. Things didn’t go off
just right, bur they wenr just the same.

Those are the staristics, if vou care for them.

The boys in the outh: won't remember much
about who preceded \whom and why. And
maybe thev won't care much. But they will
never forget the dav that History and a bunch
of Ack-Ack kids from Minnesota and Nebraska
and Iowa and Texas and a lot of other places

swept over the bloodiest patch of beach this

world has ever seen—on their way to victory!

It didn’t go off ex-




The Normandy Campaign

There was great contrast between the beach
with its feverish activity to the Normandy coun-
tryside of rolling green fields, hedgerows, nu-
merous herds of cattle, and the quaint cottages
of French farmers.

As we moved through Isignv we saw for the
first time a scene that was to become a common
one ro all of us. Rubble strewn streets, gaping
holes in houses, civilians wandering in the
wreckage trying to salvage anything of value

from what used to be their homes.

Qur first night in Normandy was uneventful,
except for occasional appearances of the Luft-
waffe which, oddly enough, seemed interested
in dropping flares and drawing all the fire it
could from the huge antiaircraft concen:ration
around Omaha Beach. Qur mission was pro-
tection of the field ardiilery of the 30th Divi-
sion. each battery accepting responsibility for
one battalion of freld artillery.

At this time the 30th Division was holding

a line along the Vire Canal. The situation was,




to a certain extent, static, but each day brought
new experiences and new lessons. It wasn’t
long before we learned that man’s best friend
was a slit trench with a heavy top on it,

The Luftwaffe was scarce, but night appear-
ances and occasional daylight reconnaissance
tnissions at high altitude were proof that the
enemy had planes and that some day he would
challenge our gunners.

It wasn’t long before preparations to cross
the Vire Canal were completed. In this attack
individual batteries were given additional mis-
sions, such as antitank, protection of bridges
over the canal, and direct fire against enemy
ground troops.

The Vire Canai was tough. It was tough

because it was our first real offensive action.

It was tough because direct fire missions with

tracer ammo offer Jerry a very tempting target.
It was tough because, after the crossing had
been made, he threw a very rough counter-
attack which made things look strictly on the
dark side for awhile.

And we held.

But we got across the Vire.

And, more than that. we advanced, We

1

pusned, vard

bv varc. through hedgerows that
will go down n history as more deadly ob-
stacles than any West Wall or Siegfried Line.
We saw the dead, friend and foe, piled up in
the fields and along the roads. And it wasn’t
pretty.  But it was war, and we were learning.
When you got down around Pont Heberr,
near the St. Lo Cauldron, you knew that you
You knew the

weren’t a rookie any longer.

score.

=70



BREAKTHROUGH

We moved into position for the hattle of St
Lo about the middle of July. It was hor and
dusty, which was quite a change from the chilix,
muddy days of the start of the Normands cam-
paign. There was the usual amount of dead
cattfe, cider barrels, and hedgerows. Tt didn’t
mean much at the time, but this was the first
battle in France with no fixed objective. We
were supposed to start out and keep going as
long as possible. A few German planes came
over, most of which were knocked down. So
far, this was the same as every other position
we had been in.

On the morning of the 25th July, the mass
bombing that made this battle stand out above

all others commenced. First came the P47

The sky was full of them. After an hour or so

I~
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Flak

A

Zive bombing, the mediums came.
Trom 88s was heavv at first, but fizzled out as
ish and rumble of bombs became con-
Acter the mediums came the heavies:
> B-24s. The earth rocked from
the concussion and smoke and dust rolled up in
clouds. American stragglers came wandering
back wild-eyed and cazed.

But if Americans were dazed, the Germans
were paralyzed. At first vou didn’t know.
Then they began to come out of their holes,
jibbering like monkeys. The infantry pushed
through the heavy crust along the St Lo-
Periers highway. The tanks rolled up, got
clear of the maze of battered roads, and then
began to stretch our across the peninsula to
Contances and Avranches, It was a break-

through!
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Mottain was the pay off, the high mark in
the combat career of the 531st. The enemy,
realizing the extreme threat posed by our break-
through, marshaled and hurled his maximum
armored might against the 30th Infantry Divi-
sion, which was holding open the narrow corri-
dor between Mortain and the sea at Avranches
for our spearheading armor which was breaking
loose into the Brittany peninsula and Northern
France.

Mortain had been quiet, but it didn’t stay
that way. FEven before we had occupied our
positions after a road march from south of
St. Lo, the Luftwaffe was over in strength.
strafing and firing rockets. Then came the
Panzers—four division of them. Many of

the 40s were set up in antitank positions. Ack-

ack men, fighting as infantry, moved up on

T A | N

foot armed with bazookas and rifle grenades as
the enemy spearheads overran our forward po-
sitions. At least three enemy tanks were put

to rout by these men.

The Germans sent their planes over every

night in an effort to knock out our artillery.
The rain of bombs and shells seemed almost
constant. But the boys on the 40s stood up
and took it. And they fired back into the dark-
ness at the flares and the JU 88s whenever they
could catch a glimpse of them.

And the whole 30th Division——"lost bat-
talion” and all—stood up and took it, and
when, after a bad day at the hands of rocket-
firing Typhoons, Von Kluge’s Panzers decided
they had had enough, they pulled back, and the
30th Division and the 331st went over the hill

at battered Mortain and out onto the broad

plains that lead to Paris.



The Northern

Domfront was just a stopping place after
Mortain.  Jerry was on the run. We pulled
into Vposition after a few small skirmishes and
prepared for a long road march to exploit the
trap then closing at Falaise.

It was funny in a way, around Domfront.
Funny because you saw guys throw their arms
around each other and exchange greetings like
long-lost friends. After all, they hadn’t seen
each other since England. Getting the batteries
together again was quite an event.

On 20th August, in the evening, we moved

out. [t was an all-night march, swinging east,

then north through Lemans toward Falaise, and
then east again toward Paris. Everybody was
on the road, including the Maquis, and you
were lucky if you didn’t land in the ditch.
Strange-looking shadows loomed out of the
darkness and shouted, “Vive [ Amerique!” or
“Les Boche kaput!”  You hoped so.

We pullec into an assembly area west of the
Seine, and the division began to deploy. C
Battery, encountering a roadblock near Boissy-
sur-Damville, lost an officer and one enlisted

men, who heroically gave their lives to wipe out

the obstacle. Two days later, near Evreux, D

A€



Prance Campaign

Battery killed 20 and rounded up 67 prisoners
in an infantry skirmish with the enemy.

Those were the days of the rat races. Those
were the days of march ordering four and five
times in 24 hours. Those were the days when
each battery rounded up prisoners by the score
—from haystacks, from woods, from barns.
Those were the days when we thought the war
would end in a few weeks.

We swept north to Louvieres to head o=

some (Germans headed for the Fatherlanc,

Then south again to Evrevy and o the Seirs

We crossed :he Seire

at Mantes-Gassicours.

at Mantes on 28th August and swung south

along the east bank toward Paris. You could

see the Eiffe] Tower on the horizon. So near

and vet so far.

Thev saic we were going to Paris, but we
dign’t.  There were enemy pockets in a dozen
diferent localicies. and Paris could wair. It
Had Uoerares rseld anvean

Tne main teadache in those days was gaso-
‘re. (Gasolne and zooZ. You weren't worried

el 25 vou sred :nrotgzn German zirfields on

oroad Zelds or the grain veit of France.

But vou wondered sometimes if vou had been



a little too generous in responding to cries of

" or “Bon-bon pour

“Cigarette pour Papa
Mamal”

You wondered about that—when you took
time out from being amazed at the hysterical
reception given to troops of the Army of Liber-
ation I every city and hamiet. You wondered

about that after pretty Mademoiselles had

kissed you frankly and withour embarrassment,

and after your vehicle had been bombarded
with apples and flowers . . . and maybe a bortle
or two of wine.

And all of a sudden it became very serious
when vou passed Beaumont and bivouacked in
preparation for something big thar was obvi-
ously brewing. You were going on a long road

march. You were going on ferry gas, maybe—

or maybe you would walk—but you were going.



The avalanche gathered speed. The 30th

Division, on 2nd September, swept into Bel-
gium—the first Allied troops to enter the Low-
lands.  Joyous civilians, waving the Belgian na-
tional colors, showered us with food, drink,
flowers, and kindness. One hundred and eighty
That was a record for them

miles in 72 hours!

to shoot at!

For several days the battalion was located in
the vicinity of Tournai, just a few kilometers
from the French border. Then, afrer doubling
back through a small part of France, we pro-
ceeded toward the cathedral city of Mons. Eyi-
dence of the Battle of Mons could be seen
everywhere. As our convoy rolled along, we
saw wrecked German vehicles of all descriptions
stretching for miles on both sides of the high-

war. Flere was the spot where the retreating
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THE LOW
COUNTRIES

enemy had jammed the road and had been an-
nihilated.

The Meuse River and the Albert Canal were
the next maicr obstacles, and it was not until
lith Seprember that a bridgehead was estab-
lished. In the meantime we had the oppor-
tunicy to become Dbetter acquaintead with the
Belgians. We Zrecuen: saw columns of the
newlv-organized Beigian White Army march-
ing through the streews oo villages, preparing
for their part in the fighting ahead.

The capture of the famous Belgian fort,
Eben Emael, by troops of our division, paved
the way to a successful crossing of the Albert
Canal. We moved over the canal, Liege fell,
and on 12th September we entered Holland—
first among Allied forces.

The battalion moved quickly to the viciniry
of Heerlen, and we began to learn about the
friendly Dutch people. Here there was little
damage, and the population carried on its daily
routine with reasonable normality. The men
of the battalion made many friends here. It

was pleasant, but there was something else.
p ; g

The Siegfried Line was just ahead.



The German Campaigh

SIEGFRIED LINE

Thev had arotner mass bombing at the Sieg-

tried Line. It wasn't much of a show. It
iooked as it the infantry had to go in and take
the pillboxes one at a time. And when you
got a close look at them you understood why.
Firebombs, or even block-busters, don’t have
much effect on 10 feer of steel-reinforced con-

crete.

You had to learn about the Siegfried Line

the hard way. They made a lot of plans, and

the artillery fired a lot of rounds, a lot of it

direct with AP, but in the long run the in-

fantry went in and took the forts, The arrack
began on 6th October when elements of the
531st crossed the Wurm River at Ubach. It
i slowly but steadily until the second day,
when the Germans threw their counter-attack.
Tt was a good ome, but it wasn’t good enough.

Remember Herzogenrath, Merkstein, Kol-
scheid, Bardenburg? Those were the towns we
went through closing the trap from the north
on Aachen. Those are the towns where we set

up the 40s in the dragon’s teeth, and wondered

when we would get to Cologne.



And then Aachen fell, and the outfit took
a rest. It was nice at Spekholzerheide. There
was ceer and music and dancing and there were
s, Every barttery spent a few days there.
And then they went back into the line and
started the long, hard push toward the Rhine.

One thing happened. We were transferred
from the First Armv over to the newly-formed
Ninth Army under General Simpson. A lot of
us didn’t like it at first. There came a time
when we changed our minds about the Ninth
Army.

When we kicked off again, in the middle of

November, it looked as if we were long gone

for Berlin. Things moved pretty smoothly the

first few days. There was Alsdorf, Mariadorf,
Broichweiden, .Warden. And the rains came.
Thete's no need of talking about the mud west
of the Roer. If you were there you know all
about it. If you weren’t, well then you've never
And there

seen mud! And there were mines.

were casualties,

We skidded, rather than fought, up to the

Roer. At one time or another. there was the

Vire, the Seine, and the Meuse. And then
there was the Roer. That was something spe-
cial. That was something everybody sweated

out in a petsonal, individualistic manner. There

was Lohn, Parttern, Inden and Altdorf.
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Tt was 16th December 1944, General Von
Rundstedt was in a2 gambling mood. He massed
his Panzers and hurled them in one last des-
perate thrust through the American lines in
hopes of delaying German defeat. So they
pulled the 30th Division and the 531st off the
Roer River line, and rushed them down into
Belgium to help stem the ride.

On the night of 17th December, the 531st

moved southward. Thar night was one of ho-
ror, rain, and cold. Enemy planes bombed and

strafed the long convoy and we could do little

to stop them in the dark. On 18th December,

BULGE"

we moved into the hottest spots since Mortain
—at Stavelot and Malmedy. The 40’ were
antitank guns again.

Then the snows came. For days it snowed,
a dry, packing snow that piled up two and a
hals feet or more. And the Boche came. They
came in American uniforms and American ve-
hicles. 'There were paratroops and Panzers.
But they hit the 30th Division and they pulled
back from Malmedy and Stavelot,

On Ist January 1945, the Luftwaffe ap-

peared in strength. German aircraft of every

deseription, and flying low, made lightning raids




all over the area. In approximately 10 minutes
the 531st had shot down eight enemy aircraft
and damaged many others. It was a red-letter
day. The Lufawaffe was about through.
Then the 30th started rolling. Slowly we
pressed forward, passing through the much.
hombed Malmedy and thrice captured and lost
Stavelot—the scene of desperate but brilliant
South

Aghting by infantry and tank troops.

-2 Malmedy was Five Corners. infamous for

the grim massacre of American prisoners of

war, South of Five Corners was Ligneuville
and Recht and St. Vith . . . and south of St
Vith, Von Rundstedt gave up and pulled back
into (Germany.

One month and three days after our arrival
in Belgtum we were back on the Roer——a hard

job well done and many more planes added to

the brilliant record of the $31st.



THE ROER

Mud and death. That is the story of the
Roer. Both were ever-present. We were care-
ful not to allow our presence back on the river
to become known to the Jerries, as they had
learned to both fear and prepare for us. Back
with the Ninth Army after our Bulge experi-
ences with the old, familiar First, we were again
assigned to the XIX Corps and the 12th AAA

Anc sorething new had been added.

Group.

The LuttwaZe showed up with its brand new

jet jobs. Trackers on the 40s began to get a
lictle dizzy.

Elements of the battalion sent out the first
vehicles to cross the Roeg when the big assault
came on February 23. Such towns as Altdorf,
Lich, Ki=chlroeshorf. and Krauthausen will be
long tememberecd as hor—bur definitely! Ar-
tached o us for the operation were searchlights
of Bartery C, 226th AAA, for battlefield il-

We experienced nightly and al-

lumination.




most daily raids, and the jet pilots found that

they still couldn’t fly as fast as a 40-mm. round.

Mud and death is the story of the Roer. And
victory too. Breaking through the crust which
had held us up since November, we began to
see scenes reminiscent of France. Long lines of

prisoners were filing back to the rear. Jerry

didn’t look too enthusiastic any more. We
began 1o roll swiftly. We began to roll right

up to the Rhine. We began to wonder if we

~t

vould roll right across the Rhine. The armor

Towns like Munchen-Glad-

wezt torough us.

bach and Krefeld—big towns—fell easily. Ju-
lich, beaten and barrered bastion of the whole
defense svstem, vielded its crumbling shell with
only a token struggle.

And then they pulled us back. We won-
dered as we heard stories of the First Army
and the Remagen bridgehead. But we didn’t
wonder long, When they put us to loading

and unloading assault craft on the Maas in

Holland we knew that the big drive across the
Rhine would come in the north. And the 30¢h

Division would lead it



ACROSS THE RHINE

The Rhine operation was the biggest thing
since the invasion of the Normandy beaches.
From March 6-18 we trained for it. And then,
under cover of night with unit designations
painted out, we moved up to our positions on
the west bank of the river just south of Wesel.

We were under observation, and had to dig
in at night. The men were billeted in houses
evacuated by Germans, all of whom had been
iowed ouf wof the ares. Wloverenss wets e
stricted, although a huge smoke screen hung
over the operational area.

Colonel Mace was responsible for coordinat-
ing all AA defense in the division zone. At
tached to the battalion for the Rhine crossing
were 12 batteries of AA—something of a rec-
ord. Most of the attached AA was 1o protect
the bridges when built, but the job of the 531st

(as usual} was to push on with the nfantry,

exploiting any gains that were achieved.

Night came on March 13, and with it came
the Lancasters. They unloaded a terrific weight
on Wesel while British Commandos on our left
crouched silently to move in on the town, D-
Day dawned, the 24th, to see infantrymen of
the 30th Division streaming across the historic
river in assault boats under cover of a thunder-
ing barrage from massed artillery. One 40-
mm. crew fired seven rounds into a German
machine gun position and silenced it complete-
[v. The line batteries began moving across the
river ahead of the tanks.

They say. some of them, that crossing the
Rhine was easy. Well, there’s something ro
that. The Airborne, dropped that morning,
did a lot to soften up the enemy defenses. And
the doughfeet of the 30th did a lot more. But
there were a few davs on the east bank of the
river when you wondered . . . days when the

[16th Panzer Lehr Division was throwing its



full weight into an effort to stop a break-

through.

But the 116th Panzer Lehr didn’t make the
In fact, the 116th Panzer Lehr ceased
And then

After the desert—after

grade,
to exist after a couple of days.

things began to roll.

57

Northern France—rar races weren't exactly new
to the 531st. But this rat race was Primal
There were spots {like Detmold) when you
stopped to clean out some nastv road blocks.
But mostly it was ride, ride, ride! Paderborn,
those are all

Those

Hanover, Hameln, Brunswick . . .
names familiar to men of the outfic.
names and the long, gray lines of a defeated
Wermacht moving back to the rear.

We got in a lot of shooting, and we knocked
down a lot of planes. And it was a good thing.
Because all of a sudden we were at Magdeburg
and the war was over. The newspapers say
that the war ended May 8. But it ended be
fore that at Magdeburg for the 531st. We got
in a few engagements after we hit the town
April 13, Bur then we settled down and just
waited for the Russians. And finally the Rus-
officially.

sians came, and the war was over . . .



The radio said that the Germans had sur-
rencered unconditionally. And everyone was
glad.

But they didn’t have much time to be glad,
because the outfic had a new assignment. It
was on 6th May that the bartalion was ordered
to the area of Stassfurt, about 35 miles south
of Magdeburg, to take up the work of military
government.

Military government was something new. It

It

was something we were never trained for.

VICTORY!

was a thousand problems—presented overnight
—with a thousand possible answers. Passes,
burgomeisters, DPs, Nazis, food shortages,
transportation, records, investigations, ted tape!
These were the things that became of para-
mount importance. Static guard, patrols, riot
squads, interrogaricns In an alien tongue!
These were the things which supplanted combat

for the enlisted man.

Bur it was interesting. And, even if we

didn’t have much time to realize the war in




the ETO was over, or much time to celebrate,
we had the comfortable knowledge that they
weren’t shooting at you any more; that there
wasn't any mote blackout. There was a lot of

tatk about, “Where do we go from here?” And

we cleaned up the guns and painted them, in

AND AFTER

Our bat-

preparation for turning them in,
talion softball team plaved again and remained
unbeaten. And, in the back of everyone’s head
a lot of figuring was geing on: USA, ETO,
CBI? How many peints do you have? As

in the beginning, the thoughts of the boys in

the outfit were back home.



FAGTS AND FIGURES

*

The preceding pages have unfolded to you graduallv the active life of
our battalion, bringing to a close the activities at a time when our fighting
in Europe was behind us. The accounts we have given tell the storv in
words. As a conclusion, we feel that a summarv in Facts and Figures is

appropriate to show what we have achieved:

649 Enemy Soldiers Captured

4414 Enemy Planes Destroyed

27 Enemy Planes Damaged

13,134 rounds .40-mm. expended at zir targets
322,386 rounds .50-cal. expended at air targets
705 rounds .40-mm. Expe;ldffd at ground targets
1,493 rounds .50-cal. expended at ground targets
112 Bronze Stars awarded

7 Oak Ieaf Clusters to Bronze Star awarded

9 Silver Stars awarded

1 Soldiers Medal awarded

6 Croix de Guerre awarded

122 Purple Hearts awarded
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ALVA M. PAYTON, Pharr, Tex.

iLOYD F. RECTOR, Vernal, Utah.

CHARLES E. SLIGER, 217 E. 34th Taerr,
Kansas City, Mo.

JOSEPH A. SZOSTAK,
Van Dyke, Mich.

WILLIAM €. SHEPPARD, Buna, Tex.

JAY H. BRICKER, Box 183, Gotham. Kan.

MERLE E. BAXTER, Bex 77, Earlville, Iowa,

LLOYD G. LANGUIS, Rt. 3, Bennet, Neb.

RICHARD E, MAES, 1525 E. 30th S5t., Den-

ver, Colo

20782 Cyman St

RALPH] MELPHY, 447! Elm Cr., Denver,
LEONARD E. SCOTT, 909 S 15th Sc.,
Ccnrewille, owa.
JAM L SHIKLES, 720 W. Maple, Inde:
pzndence,
ROSCOE T SLATER, 1746 Woodland Sr.,
chhlta‘ Kan

THUR M WOOTEN, JR., Rt. 2, Easc
Ch;-lt(anooga .

enn
LEONARD O. FOWILER, Re. 3. Russell, Kan
ROBERT C. HALE, 2442 Third Sv., Cuyahoga

USSELL L. HOLLOWAY, Kinder, Mo,
BUD A, MONDOU, 624 W. Second St
Duluth, Minn,

LAYWRENCE R. SQURWINE, Rt. 1, Burling-

ton, lowa.
BUSTER ]. WEAWVER, Manitou, Okla.
EDWARD BACHMAN, Box 32, Bawdle, S. D.
RAYMOND M, BENHARDUS, Rr. 1, Dent,

Minn.

JOHN M. BERRY, 1556 California Ave., St
Louis, Mo.

RUSSELL A. BRUCHU, 830 Sims Ase., St
Paul, Min
LOUIS ] GERBER, 507 Parkview Str.. Mans-

field, Othio.
GEQRGE 5. GATCHELL, 158 Middle Sr.,

Bath, Me.
MERLYN E. KALLEM, R:. 1, Eldora, Cola.
LLOYD L. KELLY, Hugo, Colo.

SI?\IM({’ND LEVINE 414 E. 94th St., Brook-
ivn
CLAIR F. DOLAN. Ryan, Iowa.
CLIFFCRD L. LOGSTON, 1626%

Ave., St. Joseph, 5
MEYERS,

Mo
FARNEST W
Houren, D.

BASIL L. LUGENBEEL, Meeker, Colo.
DORVIN S, NELSON, Bradish. Neb.

Fal

Fredrick

Riverside Ave..

ALBERT W. PETZOLDT, Rr. 3. Grand Is-
‘ard. Neb.
LOUIS P. DAMORE, 379 Elberson St

Toungsttown, Ohia,
RAY A, WOLTZ. 610 Rcosevelr Ave., Lan.

certy
MNew

MAURICE M. MOSKOW, 7223 Jeffery Awve..

Chicago, Il
GERALD R, NORDINE, 418 Eighth Ave.,
5.E.. Rochester, Minn.
VELVIE R. O’DEA, Enid, Okla.
ERIC M. OLSON, 76 Church St.,
gany, Pa.
KENNETH R. QUIRAM, Dent, Minn.
MNORMAN  REDTHUNDER, Browns Valley,

Minn.
HARVEY ROBY, JR.. Ashville, Ohio.
ROY E. SIEVWRIGHT, 70 Vemoen St
Northampton, Mass
OREX H: STEELE 816 Congress St., Marion,
hio
LEONARD B. SWENSON, Roslyn, 5. D.
NORMAN G, TAYLOR, 204 E. Second Ave.,
Pine Blufl, Ark.
ROBERT B. THOMPSON, Sargent, Neb.
JAMES R, UBL, Hinckley, Minn.
JOE VILLALOBOS, 4348 Delaware St., Den-
ver, Colo.
OSWALD W. WIEDERSTEIN, Box 148, Ri
1. Gray, Iowa.
WAYNE A, WILLIAMS,
Kansas City, o.
FREDERICK H. WOLF, Rt 2, Madison, Ind.
ALVIN A. BROWN, Austin, Tex.
PHILIP ]. CARUSILIO IR., 6453 5. Rich-
rmeond Ave., Chicago,
CHARLES 0. CRUSE Rt. 4, Pontotoc, Miss.
IAMES R. ROWSE, Lebanon, 5. D.
WILLIAM H. CUMMINS Re. 2.

Kan
HOWARD R. ARMFIELD, 502 Grand Ave..
Supericr,
fv]FLO D ABAR 924 E. Seventh Sz,
in
MIKE CORTESE, 3{! E. River, Pueble, Cole
ALFRED C. HOUK, Lawrence, Kan.
JOHN F, FLANAGAN, jR., 100 OColumbus
Ave., Pawtucker, R, I.

BATTERY C

KENNETH M MALLACH.
Sc.. Toledo.
STANLEY C 'KUKULKA.,
cello. Chicazo.

JOHN KRAL, ]R

ROBERT K. HOWE. 6935 Paxton Ave., Chi-
cago. TH.

RAYMOND H. SCHIPRETT. Kilkenny, Minn.

YERNE O. STEINHOFF. Ipswich, D.

HAROLD %. SCHULTE. Rz, 2. Wynor, MNeb.

Part Adle-

3925 5. Benton.

Gridley .

Dalutk.

1:0¢  Tecumaseh
2758 N, Mont-

3031 Main $:.. Easr Orange

LYLE M. ANDREWS. 410 W. 28th Si.
FPueblo. Colo,
JACK HATTAGLI% 3504 Bryvan: S:., Denver,

Colo.
ALBERT G. CHESLEY, Arncld, Neb.
KEITH W. BROWMN. [i Belleview Ave., M.

Clemens. Mich.

HOLLIS L. COTTEN. Re. I

Sa [
LYMAN 5. GIJERMUNDSON. R:. 2, Lich-

Watertown,

feld. Minn,
ROBERT E. GRACEY. Broken Bow, Neb.
DARYL Y. GRABEAL. 423 8: Lawrence,
Burlingron, =

Kan,

VIRGIL A. HAYES. Rr. [, Utica, MNeb.

CLARENCE L. HEFFLEY, Kiowa, Cala.

RALPH R. KLUMB, Re. 2. Box 376, Hales
Corners, Wis,

EUGENE T. KNQOTT, Sauk Rapids, B®inn,

WARREN LEDERHOS., 171 Benvenue 5t
Wellasley, Pass.

STUART 1. MATTSON, Dassel, Minn.

RAYMOND J. NOHNER, Litchfield, BMinn.

TRUMAN A, PLASTER, 4408 Michigan St
Kansas City, Mo.

MERVEL G. RAINW/ATER, Rr. 1, Linden-
wood, JI.

JOSEPH 1. RODRIGUEZ, Box 287, Lead-
viile, Colo.

ALFRED T. P. SCHUTT, Box 163, Sholes.

Neb.

KENNETH W. SMITH, Hotchkiss, Cola.

LESLIE R. STONE, 3403 Jackson St., Du-
bugue, Iowa.

J. WILZBACHER, 41i2 Minnesora,

Dulutk, Minn,

VINCENT F. ALEXANDER, 2107 W. 7ist
St., Chicago. Il

RALPH 3. ALLEN, 2008 Kinzie, Racine, Wis.

EINO AUTIO. Jacobson, Minn.

WILLIAM D, BARNETT, 404 8. Elm S8t
Pitsburg, Kan.

ELDOR G. BATTIG, Belle Plaine, Minn,

LOWELL E. BAXTER. Rr. 1, Austell, Ga,

MELVIN F. BAUER. Re. 3, Exira, Iowa.

ORVAL F. BAUM, Re. 1, Logan, lowa.

FRANCIS W. BLAUFUSS, Westphalia, Kan.

RALPH L. BROWN, Virden, Ill.

JOE F. COPELAND, Box 52, Lula, Ga.
N’HUGH VY. COULTER, Rr. 1, Jacksonwille.

ALFONSO. CROUSE. Axtell, Kan,

ELMER L. DOLE, Kendrick, Cale.

LEC E. ELMQUIST, Rr. 2, Audubon, Towa.

63

CLETUS €, HEPP, Re. 1, Emmertsburg. Towa.
PHILIP H. KRAFT, Rt. 1, Gridlev, Kan.
H]OI—(!;‘TI A. PREDOVICH, zp8 Eim St., Lead-
vilie,

JOHN N. LITTIG, 210 $. Commercial, Trini-
dad, Colo.

RALPH M. RASMUSSEN. Goldfield, Iowa.
ERVIN A. WESTENDORF, 46 Seventh Ave.,
NW ., Waverly, Towa.

MILO A, YOUNG, Kendall, Kan.

ABRAM B. CRIDDLE, Rockdale, Tex.
FRANK E. COSTIGAMN, Box 504, Christians-

bucg, Va.

WILLARD STEPHAN, 200% N. Main S,
Racine, "W,

BENJAMIN 1. LEVINE, 820 E, 27th St
Norfolk, Wa.

MARVIN R, MURTY, Traer, Tows.
MGROVER C. WORGES, 1149 Kurtz, Fling,
ief

MATTHEW G. VOIGT, Tyndall, S. D.

JOHN L. THOMPSON, Pypo, Ky.

BLAINE ARKWRIGHT, Angola, Ind.

LEWIS T, HATTOM, Rt. 1, Box 77, Silver-
dale, Wash,

NOAH A. GATES, Warerville, N. C.

ARNCLD A HEINONEN, Eim Si., Halifax.

Mass.
JAMES L. SAFFEL 301 S, Highland Park

Ave., Chattanooga,

DALLAS E. GARRISON 809 E. Vine Sr.,
Sopringfield, Tll.

GORDON R, FRANCESCHI‘VA 800 W 53rd
St.. Minneapolis.

ROBERT E. CO[JT_.SO\. Rr. 4. Lansing. Mich.

PRESTON A, DEAN, JR.,

ossier Cirv.

2328 Haover St.,
4073 W. Eighth 5t..

WIL LIAV T JENKING, Hebron. Md
GEORGE &. ONDERDONK, 40 Sycamore
St.. Ranwzy, N, L

CHAQ\'IOLD J. ERVIN, 1305 Troost,
v )
LESTER ]. FAUST. Rt. 1, Denver, Iotr.
EZEKAIL GONZALEZ, 4330 Maripesa, Cole.
CLAYTON N, GREENSLET 1319 Spaight
St.. Madison, Wis.
STEVE R. GROBASKE 41 E. Doughry St.,
Dunkirck. N. Y.
CHARLES L. HALLMAN, Pocahoneas, Iowa.
JAMES L. HEATLEY, 214 E. LaFrance 5t.,
Elmira, N, Y.
EDWARD D. HCLT,
Fitchburg, Mass.
VWILLTAM HOUGH, Mallard, Iows.
ALVIN F. LARSEN, Exira, Iowa.

Kansas

100 Westminster Hill,

AUSTEN R, LORD, 708 N. Jackson St.,
Frankfore, Ind.
BERTRAND D. MOWRY, 117 John 5t

Johnstown, Pa.
THEOQ W. OBBARDS, Rr. 1, Paragould, Ark.
ALVIN B. OLESCN, Rt. 1, Fenten, lows.
LOYD B, OLSON, Merna, Neb.
ORVILLE H. OXFORD, Gates, MNeb.

. ORVIL L, PERSE, LeRov, Kan.
DONALD F. PREUSSMER, Delbi, lowa.
ELDON E. PRICE, 210 N. Cenwal, Utrbana,

1,
JOE R. REED, 115 Lester Sr.,
Va,
STERLING . RICHNER, Box 118, Twinsburg,
hio.
JAMES L. RUSCHILL,

Colfax, Iowa.

MARTIN T. RUTLEDGE,
Port Chester, N. Y.

SALVADOR T. RUTLEDGE, Las Animas,

Cal
KENNETH F. SHEPHERD, 3822 E. 10th Sz..
Kansas City, Mo.
ROY G. ROWTON, Hugo, Colo.
DANIEL SOKQLSKY, 1277 Hoe Ave., Bronx,

M.
MERLE M. SOMNDERUO, Rr. 1, Blair, MNeb.
ERNEST L. SORRENTING, 2635 Commercial
Ave., Couth Chicago Heighes, Il
JAMES T. THOMPSON, Jerusalem, Ark.
ROBERT F. WALSH, 628 E. 18th St., Oak-
tznd, Calif.
ARTHUR J. WEBSTER, Gibsonville, N. C.
HENRY C. WEIL, 2320 W. Cherry Sr., Mil-
waukes, Wis
pi BERNARD T. WISKUS, Rt. 1, Dedham,
SIXTO AGUILAR 322 W. Leon St., Apr. 4,
El Paso, Thx.
ORAL C. ANDERSON, Rr. 1. Cedar, Minn.
ANTHOMNY 1, ANTONUCGCI, 21 Parson St.,

Harrison, N. Y.
CARL B. BISHOP, 3827 N. Paulina, Chicage,

.

AUBREY H. BROOKS, Re.
Grifin, Ga.

IRA W, BROWN, 2825 Gurnee Ave.. Annis
ton, Ala.

Christiansburg,

517 E. Washington,
200 Irving St

A, Box 175,



i+86 Bridge St.. Oroville,

ROY D. BROWN.

636 Fowreh  Ave.,
Tremont St.. Den-
SaP04. A Larus Ave.,
NE. 10th St

Sheridan Lake, Cola.
33 Mulberry St.. Bremen.

4640 5. Honore 5t
43 Kenefick Ave, Buf-
Nerth  Man-

ENRIGHT,

EY A, FELABOM., Ru. 3,
ez, Ind

«LBERT M. GOODWIN, Bex 291, Limon,
cla.

MARVIN J. GOUGH, Rr. 3, Deaxter, Moo
JOHN F. HODGKISS, JR., 10917 13%th 5.
Jamaica. N. .
MELVIN D, JOHNSON, 223 Ninth Ave.
MW, Watertown 5. D

JOSEPH KARPISEK. JR., Rt 3, Bellaire,

Ohia.

ROBERT E. KEMNER,
Archison., Kan.

CHARLES E, KINGSLEY, 1143
Peekskitl. Y.

NICHOLAS KOSTY. 565 Shawnce St., Wilkes:
Barze. Pa.

WILLIAM E. LA BUY, 5622 W. Grover St..
Chicago,

HAROLD A. LARSONMN, 8¢ W, Morgan Ave,
Batrle Creek, Mich.

sgs DN, Second Sr.,

Park  5t..

DONALD O, THOMPSON, 2108 25th 3.,

Galveston, Tex.

AR ane PL., St Paul,
¥ G /—’»-1—;,-,:11

ANTHONY CASILLO 101-48 102rd  St..
Qzone Park, L. N.

RALPH B. HICKS St Helens, Ky.

WILLIAM E. WILLIAMS, 6176 Qrange,
Long Beach, Calif.
GEQRGE WLODY, Rebbinsville, M, T.

WIEEIAN S, DrEE—Sidneplowa, § SCZAPE D
DOMINIC M. ARMATC, 2234 IN. Keating
Ave., Chicago, Il

MELVL’N R. HENRY, Fredesick, 5. D.

HOWARD L. HILL, Killeen, Tex

WILLIAM G. MCOMAS, 018 N. Broadway,
Wichita, Kan.

KENINEATH E. MGAUGHEY,
S.E.. Huroen, 5. D.

BERNARD E. NAROW 1032 E. Geranium

. Min
HARGLD J. SALSBURY, SE16 Mpmi 5t

5§67 lowa,

Qmaka, Meb.

LEQ ], SCHMIDT, 763 E. Third 51., Russell,
Kan

PHILIF K. SHULTS, Meeker, Colo
LYNDON L. SMALLEY Cheyennc Wells.

Cal
PHILIP M. TEDESCHI, 452 Rurland Rd..
Brooklyn, Y.
STANL,EY L. AUSTIN, New England, N. D.
MILTON L. CLINE, Rr. 2. Las Animas, Colo.
JiM A, MANNARINO 616 E. Faugquier St.,

Sc. Paul, Minn.
MARTIN E. PITTS, Hastings, W. Va.
ELDON E. '\WINNINGHAM 1409 E. 27h

Terr., Kansas City,
NORMAN L. ANDERSON Exira, Iowa.
RAYMOND B. BODE, Perersburg, MNeb.
JOEHIN E. BAKER, Raleigh, III.
EDWIN §. BROOKS. JH., Mastc. N Y.
PHILIP C. CHAPPELL. JR.. 3317 Wilmot

St., Columbia, §. C.
WILLIAM ], CIPPARONE, 1735
Park. Philadelphia, Pa.
JOSEPH B, FAREMOUTH, IR.,
phalia, Detroit. Mich.
DALE F. FOCHTMAN, Callaway, Neb.
EARMEST ]. KROUGH. Emmetsburg, Iowa.
ARNOLD H., MEYER, Delbi, Iowa,
SHELDON B. MITCHELL, Nehawka, Neb.
RUUSSELL L. NEVILLE, Odebol:, Iowa.
GILBERT L. MNIESE, %11 5. Blackhoaof St..
Wapakenata, Ohia,

ingon—Minn. ﬂ]’ ZCEAGED
MAYNARD™ B, RIEDEMANN, Elliot, Tawa.
FRA’\JK ROMERO, 281t S:ouz St.. Drenver,

Colo.

ROBERT B. ROSS,
Denver. Colo.

RAILPH R, SMITH. Pomonz, Ken.
BYROMN W._ STEELE, Blue Earth, Minn,
= L. YAWNCEY DNewron. 1awa
R H. BRUSHABER, 13 W.
. BL'SKA. Silver Lake, Minn.
_. DARIING. Szc Cirv, lowa.

Hunrting

12428 West-

utch-

3927 W, 38th  Ave.,

Freemont

ED\VARD I, LEWIS, 601 W. 113ch 5o
Mew York.

IIARO”D L. LEWIS, Re. 1. Mr Clare. W,

JOHN W M‘\CIE]E\‘{’SKI, 121 Island Rd.,
MNo-thampion,
DAVID MARR
Park N
MEARL McCARTY 837 Dayton Ave., St. Paul,
1nn

PAUL W. MOORE, Lincolaton, N. C.
TOM MULDER. Casdewoed, 5. D.

JOHMN 1. PARKER. 25 Lefingwell Rd.. Clin.
ter. Comn,

FRAMEKLIN L. PEMNELL.
MILFORD E. PETERSON. Hayti.

1305% Comstock St., Asbury

Lemar, Mo.

S 1,

MELBERT L. RASMUSSEN, Rt. 2, Edmare.
ich
DAMNIEL. ROBERTS. YWolf Paint, Mont.

JOSEPH €. ROVOSNY, 243 Alexander S,
Newark,

N.J
UEL W. SHEPHERD Ri 1.

Brownington

‘CGLEN R. SILBA 3739 Humbeldt Sr.. Dirnver.
alo

WILLIAM ). SMITH 419 16th St.. Brooklyn.

v

FRANK ]. SOBCZYK,
Chicago. I,

DARWIN E. STFVEMS Ru. 3 Bagley. Mina

FLOYD THOMPEOMN. Re. 1. Box 77. Fox
Gav W, Va.

TRINIDAD A VILLALOVOS 712 E. 52nd
St.. Los Amgeles, Calif

EDWARD ]. WATKINS. 410 Suingers Rd.,
Chattanooga. Tenn

JACK WEINMILLER 9 Ridgewoad Ave., Lake
Hiawarha, N. 1.

BATTERY D

CHARLES W. ELLIS,
Chicago. Til.

JOHM A GALLAGHER, 117 5 Pine 5.,
Hazeltan. Pa,

LEO M. GARRISOMN O-cenla, Ma

WALTER F. GRONAU, Sauk Rapids. Minn,

ERNEST W. HENSEL. 516 C'Connel St.,
Warercown, Wis.

HUBERT O. JENSEN, Gray, Towa.

LEQ JESINA. Elberon. lowa.

JOHMN W, MILLER, 215 Pleasanc St.,
wa. Jowa.

HAROLD #. NIELSEN, Brayron. lowa,

GEORGE L. O’NEIL, 48 FEast St., Hosneoye
Falls, N, Y.
ALFRED POLIVKA. Brainard, Neb.
HOMER C, POWERS, Kinsman, Ohie.
IOE A. SALMOMNFSE. Derby, Cole.
EUGENE F. SIRMONS, Waycross, Ga,
PERRY C. SMITH. Susquehanna, Pa.
ROBERT C. STENNING, 2131 Sixth St., N..

Minneapolis, Minn.

EVERETT H. UNDERWOQOD, 33 Fr. Pleas
anr Ave.. Springheld. Mass,
ROBERT P. WHIPPLE,
SW ., Huron, §. D,
BRUNO F. ANGELOTTY,
Erie. Pa.
CI[..‘{I'N AUTEN, 9953 Vieginia St.,
2li

RAYMOND R. BLOCK, Cleveland, Minn,
JOSEPH L. BOUTIN. 264 Main Se., Willi-
mantic.

Gon
» MARION 'BROWER,
JOHN E. CARLIS, 207 E, Seventh St.,

ton. Towa.
EDDIE 8. CHAVEZ. Albuquerque. N, M.
FORRIS [ CUNNINGHAM, 3510 16th St.,
Derroit, Mich.

RALPH W. DAVIS,

tMich
NORLEN E DAWSON. g8t BE. i4h Sr.
Sedalia, Mo.
DALE B. DERSHEM. Earlham, Towa,
LAMBERT B. DIERCKMAM, Baresville, Ind.
PETER D. FERDEN. Fore Dodge, Towa
PAUL F. FRAUENFELDER, Hanover, Kan.
ELDON L. GIBBONS. Beloit, Ohio.
ERVIL A. GOSSER. Fonthill, Ky.
EARL ] GREENWOQOD, 3642 Orchard Ave. .
Davenvort. lowa.
L ALBERT HELLER. Gackie, N. D.
©OWILLIAM W, HILL, 408 W. Eighth Ave..
Vancouver, Wash.
KENNETH A. HOLLIDAY. Smaath, W. Va.
ALBERT L. HOTTQIS, 9 Wiand St., Baravia,
N_Y.
LLOYD E. HUGH. Manchester, Iows.
LAYWRENCE P. KAPAUN Shelb}vl le, i,

3013 M. Hamlin Ave..

5454 NN, Sawyer Ave.,

Ortumn-

373 Wisconsin Awe.,
1137 E. 26th Sc..
Seuth Gare,

1113 Franklin St., Pella,
Moul-

17740 Brush Sr., Detroit,

LEG-P—KE! = e
BERNARD 1. KIRTZ *O? N, "Fifth St
Aastin, Minn.

STEPHEN A. KQUBA, David Ciry. MNeb.
RUEBEN . LARSEN. Kimballion, Iowz.
RAYMOND LENHART, 1815 E. 37th Sr..
Denver, Calo,

o
I

L R

LESLIE B. WILLIAMS, 8 Alpine Cr.. Gilou-
cester, Mass.
rICTOR L. WILLIAMS, Avrara. Me.
CARL SHEILSTAD, Hammer. S. D.
CHESTER 0. DICKEY. Warren., Tex.
RUFUS C. STROTHER. Tomtall, Tex
BILLIE UNDERWOOD, Ri. 2. Whitney. Tex.
PHILIP B. GILLENBERG, Huren. S. D
DE FORREST F. CARPENTER, Huron Lake,

Minn.
%ESTER 5. RIEDEL. 3440 Marian 8.,
010,
HUGH B. ATKINS,
Carrollton, Mo.
EVERETT K. KIAR, Exira, lowa
dHERBERT WILFERT, 4516 49th Sr,
s1de
HN . BARNES Rr. 3 Benbam  Tex.
RGE F. BARNES, Supesior. Wi,
CARLSON 2042 Larim-r. Deover. Co'a
WILLIAM E. FOSTER. Rt. 5. Cantan Trx.
ALBERT J  JAEGER., 906 W. Thed 5r.,
Plainfield. M. I,
BRENDANJ KELLY. 17 Marrin St.. Paw-
tucker, i
\Y/’ALTFR J. KORBLR. Re. 2

Denver,

200 Washingron St

Wood-

Box 217 Johns-

wwn. Pa.
vHE =1 b TR 1w Dircadpd wED
GILBERTQ R. ORQPEZ, 1102 N. Staples

Corpus Chrisri, Tex.

SALVADOR A PIZZALOTO. 2803 [8th 5t
Tampa. Fla.

JAMES L. PRINCE Paholee Fla.

EDWIN A. RE HILL. ¢3 Cochrane S M.l
msfb\!ﬁ "N, RHODSS

J. 25, 727 E. Fifh S, S..

Salt Lake City., Urah / i

JOI%EF‘;'I TESTA, 95 Howard St.. Phil'sp-burg

CHESTER E. MAR A g 3
M M QUARDT., MNew Yok

CHARLES B, MAXNWELL,
St., Manchester, Iowa.

ANDY ], MEYERS, 514 N. Waldron, Kansas

City, Mo,
\X/ILL[AM R. MEYER, 1743 Maple Sc..
Pasadena, Calif.
THOMAS BS MORRISSEY, 1120 Kansas Ave.,
BAUL R. MULVANY, Marys.
ville, Kan.
PEDERSOM, 1309 Central Ave.,

ADOLPH N.
Estherviile. Iowa,
BYRON A. PETERSON, Pocshontas. leowa,
LLOYD H. POTTER, 2137 M. Campbell,
Springfield, Mo,
ARTHUIR W RAISANEMN. Ahmeek, Mich,
CLARENCE SAMNDERS, Crawfordville, Fla.
EDWARD ], SIBENALLER, Catroll, ewa.
HARRY F. STANTOMN, Waubay S. D,
ELDON C. STAVER, Cudew, Tewra.

113 W Fayerre

1200 May Sz,

THEODDRE A, SULLWOLD, 3124 Scneca.
Joseph Mo
ARD L. TAYLOR, 3140 Main, Kansas
Caw M

JOHN H. THORNBRUGH, Nowata, Qkla.

WILLARD A, WHLIN, 749 vy Awve,, Si.
Paul, Minn

CHARLES W. VAN KIRK, 7100 104th Si..
Cleveland, Ohio

ENOCH J. WI—[ITE,
I\f{:;_irles, Towa.

2816 Maple St., Des

5 : ~—Jowa. DE“""_"'"'JE-O
MATHEW BARBARA, 2351 E. Fiest G5t.,
Broakiyn,

Y
GLENN c. BELLATTI, 515 Plum. Newton,

Kan

DENNIE . BEVERLY, Buckhapnon, W. Va,

HARRY E. BISHOP, 1102 Howard St., Pius.
burgh.

jOSEgH E. BLUME, 419 Oliver Rd,, BEdge.
warth
FRED BRAUER, Lake View, Towa.

FRED L. CARPENTER JR., Anstey, Neb.

PEIER ). DAMENTO 74-51 Crescent Sr..
Asroria, L. T.. N,

RILEY CREWS, Dmsmore, Fla.

FRANK M. DIBBELL JR.. 516 Lincoln Awve.,
Pompron Lakes Ji

WAYM AN L DIBRELL,
Orleans, 5

WILLIE F. DORNAK, Flatonia. Tex.

EDWIN- J. DOUGHERTY, 18t Henry Ave.,
Lynn, Mass,

VERNON H. FOSS. Granada, Minn,

JOHN L. FRANKLIN, 1005 Milwaukes, Hous-

en. T
FREDERICK E. FOSSIECK, 2325 Hodge.
GILBERT. Appomatzax. Va.

1023 Jenma St., Mew

Granite City, I
RICHARD %9

MARCUS ©. HEMMENS, 10¢ Wilder St..
Aureca, FIL
HAROQLD G. HUNTER, 627 Seneca, Neor-

wood, Pa.
BERMARD L. JACKSON, Emdepten, Pa.
LOWELL D. JAMERSOM., “avne Ciry, Il
EARL . JOHNSON. 420 E. Vzn Buren 5t..
Centerville, lawa,



. 8z Joseph. Me.

ING. Roancke, Va
ELIN. Lowell, W. Va.
AN, 2074 74th &t., Brook-

ER. Rice Station, Ky.
THORNSBERRY, 4233 Perry Sr.,

_ TORVIK, Sisseton, 5. D.

OIS B. ERB, Knowville, Jowa.
ZLARENCE W. KLING, Shiocten, Wis.
HARLAN M. MNELSON, Blooming Pratrie,

CLYDE E. APPLING, R:. 3. Lebanon. Mo,
JQE €. LONG, R:, 2, Centerville, Towa,
ALEX L. RASMUSSEN, Echo, Utah.
ROBERT H. BODETT, 5949 W. Walren St.,
Chicaga, Il

ROY W. GOWLER, Re. 2, Bluford, TUL
LOWELL V. HARMOCN, R 1, Calkoun, TII
LEROY K. JOHKSOM, Box 84, Bovey, Minm,
ALFRED R. NOERENBERG, Rr. 3, Brennam,

Tex.
WILLIAM A, PRUDE. Re. 4. Pontotoc, Miss.
DANIEL M. KIRKISH, 429 Frands Se,
Sunnyvale, Calif.
WILTON A. RIGHTSEL, 324 S.
Terrg Haute, Ind.
LAYWRENCE A DELAHANTY, 108 Sherman
Ave., Trenton, IN. l&
HAROLD J. LANGLER, Rt 2, Holren, Mich.

17th St

DGMINIC] SCOLARQ, 155 Franklin St.,
Bristol, &
ERBERT SIMOM, 5701 Chester Awve., Phila-

delphia, Pa,
; RECTOR T. MACE, 231 S. Washingron St.,
Neasha, Mo,
. LYNDON A, LONG, 1008 Fourth Sr., White
Bear Lake, Minn.
» JAMES E. LCVE,
ham. Ala.
LEE D. ROBBINS,
TOM A. SEARCY,
Tex.

3018 Prince’ 5t., Birming-

1535 Firsr, Sparks, Nev.
205 Anderson., Hearne.

DROLAND G. TROWBRIDGE, Williston, N,

JOSEPH M. VOYTUSH, Lamberton, Pa.
LAURENCE \X’ALKER 3 Manning Sr., Saxon
®lils  Sparcanburg, S.
LUISJ WARNER ]R
Scranzon,

\VILLIAM W. WEBER,
Newpomr Ky,

JAMES WINGET Elmo, Mo.

DELLA R, DETTWILLER. Deer Creek, Minn.
WALTER D. IRELANIY, Deerfield. Wis.
LELAND R TRATCHEL, Kitlduff, Yowsz.
TALT POINDEXTER, Barbourville, Ky,
CRICS'\RD E. BYRKET, 3715 Summir, Kansas
iy,
WILLIAM H. COLBURN, 62 Concord St
Lawrence, Mass.

JAMES C. CLARK, Pikeville, Tenn.

ROBERT A. COX, Greenville, S. C.
WILLIAM T. PORD, Piedmonr, Ala.

RALPH /. RINGENBERG. 416 5. Moaroe

1134 Luzerne Ave.,
527 E. Second Sr..

Ave., Amboy, I

ENREY ;‘\ BISSIG 3437 Sunnyside Ave..
Philadelphia, Pa,

HIEL F. BLAKELY, 11463 Sanford Ave.

Derroit. Mich.

IRVIN A&, DETTWILER. Woley. 5. D.

IACK E, GERGEN, 616 W. Sixth Sr., Hast.
ings, Minn.

WILLIAM G. HOUSTON, 2543 S. 681k 5:..
Philadelphiz, Pa.

MEDICAL DETACHMENT

" ROBERT K. SANDAGEER.
Ave., 5.E., Minneapolis. Minn.
HARRY R. BLANCK, IR..
Philadelphia, Pa.
DONALD T. DaVIDSON. s
Way, Ames, lowa
GORDON R, FRANCESCH
33rd St., aneanmhs Minn.

ARCHIE E. SSELL. 337 N, F 2
Springfield, Mo,
" RALPH A. BERMAN, 3335 Cemrral Ave. oe
dianapelis, Ind

DOMATO F. FISCHETTI. 453 Sscker St
Brooklyn, M. Y.

HAROLD ). HARTLEY, 2l25 = Ave..

., Binneapohis. iiinm.

RICHARD A. SCOTT. (r2& 5 67 S
Kansas City, Mo.

EDWARD L. RIEFF. :2n 57 T&hmasn 5
Dulush, Binn.

CHARLES E. &IURZLLI 15:
Buffalo, IN_ Y,

JOHIN L. KOOP, 50z N Chis
halm, Minn.

HENRY A COLE  -zs 2= Barx Centre.
Minn.

JAMES M. E’\:’—" 2 aCrosse, Wis.

JOSEPH H. E “Va:

MARTIN F. e, esszn, N1

sadMUEL K. iegz, W, C.

ELTON D. HCLCON T35 Wilder PL,

Shceveporr. La.
WILLIART M.

mingren. N. C.

OTRENE. Tit Dock Sr. Wil

i &deeD
VICFOF—TaNFEEET]
wood, L. 1., N. ¥
JAMES '”J DARISS. 54 Scarboro Ave., Rose-
b

14 Lorerta Se.. In-

bank, IN.

HAROLD j QUASS, 301 Queen St., Whit-
eaker, Wis

FRANK A SA\ITANELLI‘ 10 Myrzle St
New Haven,

HARCLD O bCHNHTT 4017 Thempecn

Ave., Tacoms,

RUSSELL A SFEPH Depavw, Ind
LEONARD B. STOVALL, Modesto, Calil
J 21915 E. Carpenter,

gheld, IIL

RANCISCO RODRIGUEZ. 1724 Logan Ave..
San Diego. Calif.

JOHN E. TERRY. Belklaw, Tex.

SAMUEL FIORIOLLO, Norristewn, Pa,

rQ’**K‘—?V‘—K‘I'RT'Z‘—%H‘—S—H-mh—St.—,F Lake
Cie Minn Q=@ m 4,20
VIJRNICE OPRY. Church Poing, La.
HARVEY., MELSER, 2233.A N. Ninth St
& ukee, Wis
SDOLPH AL FELDMAM, 1630 Duffeld St

n, Pa.
IS L. WATTS, 7 Elm 5r.,

Lancaster,

X. SEQUEIRA, 807 29th Ave., Dak.

DAINT CK I. PAVONE, 215 S. Franklin St.,

Pa.

_E, THOMAS, 180 Sunnyside
\,: B MinBErson.
o BULLA,

106 8. 16th Se.,
Federal Land Banlk,

Housten. Tex
- MES Q . DOYLE, 4073 W. Eighth 5r,

’“EORG:; G ONDERDONK 401
S:.. Rahway, N,

C}—,ARLI}: D, CHEWNING Browns Bill Rd..

Box 272. Arlanta. Ga.

ROBERT E. COULSON, Rr. 4, Box 318-M,
Lansing, Mich

Dok K ‘BOWLES, 43¢
Minnespolis, Minn.

EDWARD T. BRADT, Rr. i, Rexford, N. Y.

LED SHUFRIN, 30 Bicknell, Dorchoster, Mass,

ROBERT M. CRANE, 1604 Coliege Ave,
Midland, Tex.

LEO F. CHRISTENSEN, Rr. 4, Freeman, S.

D,
JOHN C. STULL, 35 S. Windsor Ave., Ar-
lanric City,
W

Sycamore

Nokomis  Ave.,

ILLIAM ] JENKINS, Main  St., Hebron,
d,
JOSEPH M. FLANNIGAN, 1821 Luzetne,
Serantan,

a.
MARVIN RILEY PARKER, Marble Falls, Tex.
"HARRY W. FUNK, Re. 1, Blufls, IIl.
THCOMAS L. OWENS, Lake Crystal, Kinn.
VERNON M. SLICHTER, Grangeville, Idaha.
WALTER ]. CZARNECKI, 3506 5. Seventh,
Reading, Pa.
EOQY W. ASBURY, Rt 2, Libemry. Mo,
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16 March 1946

Dear General Hobbs:

Now that [ am leaving the service, I thought it might be well to give
you the following information for whatever satisfaction you might
derive therefrom.

I was historian of the ETO. Toward the end of last fall, for the purpose
of breaking the log-jam of paper concerning division presidential unit
citations, General Eisenhower instructed me ro draw up a rating sheet
on the divisions. This entailed in the actual processing that we had to
go over the total work of all the more experienced divisions, infantry
and armor, and report back to him which divisions we considered had
performed the most efficient and consistent barrle services.

We so did, and we named certain infantry divisions in the first category
and same with armor, and we placed others in a second caregory and
yet others in a third. The 30th was among five divisions in the first
category.

However, we picked the 30th Division No.1 on the list of first category
divisions. It was the combined judgment of the approximarely 35
historical officers who had worked on the records and in the field that
the 30th had merired this distinction. It was our finding that the 30th
had been outstanding in three operations and that we could consist-
ently recommend it for citation on any one of these three occasions. It
was further found that it had in no single instance performed
discreditably or weakly when considered against the averages of the
Theater and that in no single operation had it carried less than its share
of the burden or looked bad when compared with the forces on its
flanks. We were especially impressed with the fact that it had %»
consistently achieved results without undue wastage of its men.

[ do not know whether further honors will come to the 30th. I hope %’
they do. For we had to keep looking at the balance of things always and %
we felt that the 30th was the outstanding infantry division of the ETO.

Respectfully yours,
/s/S.L.A. Marshall

He S R MM N O MO M e g

Colonel S.L.A. Marshall, GSC
Historian of ETO
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