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This story was written for ny children, grandchildren

and great-grandchildren in the hope thmt they will find
it interesting,
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April 1986

For some time now [ h~ve hoen wondering if, after ~11 these
y2ars, I could remamber annuzh of my travels, eveeriencas and (oo)ings
as a soldior Jjust before and during World Var IL to nut them into
words, Ferhans I can remember enough to be of some interest to my
children, grandchildren and great-grandchi'dren of +hom I have been
richly blessed. while [ have naver considared mysalf versed in writing,
and undoubtedly I have forgotten many things, I shall try,

My story shoutld best bezin at its end, as I stood on the piler
at Le Havra, France in Sertember 1995 and looked uo at the !"SSi'Pachaug
Victory" the troop ship that was to start me on the long journey back
to $he home I had la2ft so many months and ye-rs b:fore, I had »lso
entared Europe through the same rott, Le Havre, but with much different
feslings. As I stood on the pier waiting to board with the men I was
bringing home with me, I had a feeling that I would never forget for the
rest of my life, I could feel the tension and fatigue that I had un--
consciously lived with so long gradually leavinz me, I was no longer
facing the unknown -- it wss all behind me., Only a soldier can probably
understand., So much for my feelings -- now for my story,

As I boarded, my thoughts went back five ye~rs before to
Sarntember 16, 1940 when my National Gu~rd company was mustered into the
Federal service, At that time I was a second lieutenant in Comnweny L
118th Infantry which had been the Hartsville comnany., It was a month
before my thirtieth birthday. The 118th w-~s a rart of-the-30th Division.
Aftor recoeiving our orders through the Adjutant General we bsgan to enlist
young men from the area to try to bring the company up to strength as soon
as possible, with good response, For approximately ten dnrys we occuvied
a tent camp on a rvart of the old airvort which wss then across from the
present Beacon restaurant, At the end of this time the comnany moved by
train to join the rest of the Division at Fort Jackson, 3. C. to remsin
in training there until August 1942,

The division was then known as a square infantry division, i.e.,
four infantry regiments divided between two brigades, My own brigade, the
59th, was comm~nded by Brig. Gen. M. E. Marchant of Columbia, =nd con-

~sisted of the 118th from South Carolina, commanded by Col. Harry O,
Withington from Charleston, and the 121st from Georgila, The other in-
fantry brigade was the 60th 2nd consisted of the 117th from Tennassee
and the 120th from North Carolina, The division »lso included the 55th
Field Artillery Brigade, sonsisting of the 113th F.A. from MNorth Carolina,
the 115¢ alrom Tennessee, and the 118tHKTkom Georgia, Also mrking up the
division was an engineer regiment, a medical regiment, a qusrtermaster
regiment, and sceclal troops which consisted of signal, ord¥nance, and
finance detachments, I am giving you the initial orgnnization of the
division because it has a bea ring on the later activities of our regiment
and our many moves,

(3rd Bn)

Our own battalion commanden’was Lt. Col. L D, Matthews from
Rock Hill, The officers of Co., L ware Cant. Bolend Gardner, Commanding,
2nd Lt, Murray Tedder, 2nd Lt. £arl Dickerson and myszlf. My father-in-
law-- your grandfather, Lt. Col. H. L. llbovar__w»s tha divisional chanl2in
and [ saw him often during our time at Fort Jackson. There wis-also on
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the nost, but not a part of the 30th Divislon, the 102nd Cavalry of tho Now
Jersey National Guard -- more of them later)and the 8th Inf, Div,

' It should be remembered that America was not then at war and
would not be until a little over a year later, after Pearl Harbor on
December 7,.1941, However, I bellieve that most people thought it in-
evitable that we would soon join Zngland and her allies actlively in the
war against Nazi Germany. Industry was already beginning to chznge over
to a war footing for the manufacture of arms and equipment for our raonidly
expanding army as well as for our soon to be allies, President Roosevelt
shortly gave Englond 50 <orld War I destroyers from our mothball fleet,
and lend-lesse was soon to begin, This was a plan whereby the United States
would lend to England, Russia, and the other sllies arms, munitions and
food, to ve returned or settled for at a later date, As far as I know,
Zngland is the only one who tried to do this. In fact, my reginment used
British arms and equipment for awhile when we first went over se~s,

At any rate, when we first got to Ft. Jackson we were ra ther
poorly equiped and were armesd with 1903 Springfield bolt-action 5 shot
30 caliber rifles and wore old style steel helmets similar to those worn
by the British and our oun troops during the first World War., The officers
carried 45 caliber colt automatic pistols and also carried, and still
drilled, with sabers, ‘fe, of course, had no jeeps then and not a2 grea t
many trucks. The artillery on the ovost was horse as -'ell as motor
drawn, and ths 102nd Cavalry was horse mounted, with large tractortrailer
~ vans to move the horses for longer distance for greater mobility, The
. 102nd was one of the last of the horse regiments. ‘e were not always too
happy with ‘them. Sometimes when we ere on practiss maneuvers in ths field
and would string our field wire along a rosd for communica tions, along
would come a troop of Cavalry across the road and the horse's hooves would
chop the wire un, It wasn't long before the Cavalry. regiments in our
army were mechanized howsver and the old harse Cavalry was no more,

Not only was our regiment not too well equinped at Jackson
during the first few months, but we were badly in nsed of training. Due
to the rapidly expanding army, the regular army officers and non-commiss-
ioned officers were nesded as troining cadres for the new divisions being
‘activated. Our division, being National Guard, was considered to be at
least partly trained, when in reality about all e knew was a little close
order drill, basic field maneuvers, military curtesy, and a smattering of
first aid, sanitation and the 1ike. For example, about all we knew about .
the use of the bayonet was how to attach it to our rifles. Until our mess
sargeants and some of our cooks could attend cook's ~nd boker's schools
we were anything hut gourmet eaters. So understrength, under-officered
and undertrained, we set out to lesarn the hard way -- training ourselve;.

I suppose we were a little like that old Navy saying, "“hen confused and
in doubt, run in circles, scream and shout", Lo2rn we did, though slowly~
and surely, C '

One instance of this that I remember well because it directly
concerned me, was when the colonel cnlled me to headauarters on2day and
without fanfare assigned me tho Jjob of rezimental beonet instructor
I was to selsct two non-coms from each of the rifle comanies and sta;t
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imnediately -- mzaninz tho next day. How did I do it?7 ['m not ~ven suro
myself., The last thing that I visualized myself ~s being was a blood-
thirsty knife fighter, But do it we did, and after about a month, when
all of the riflemen in the regiment were qualifisd, I was commended for
my work and suddenly found myself an instant "expert",

What I did was borrow a rifle, a bayonet and a field manual on
bayonet fighting with pictures, take them to my quarters thst night and
start reading and going through bayonet positions as shown in the oictures.
I didn't get much sleep that night but in the morning I wa s rs=2 dy to
teach my non-coms what I had just finished tcaching myself, I didn't make
it a point to let them know how I had learned, As far as they knew I was
just an "old bayonet fighter", I even taught them how to grunt and yell
with their thrust just like the book said., ‘+hen I was s~tisfied with the
non-com instructor's progress, I had our carpenters make up six rows of
five dummies, each mounted on posts, The dummies were made wth bundles of
sticks covernd with burlap and with hinged nadded 2" x 4"s to swing for
the parry, long and short thrusts, withdrawals, butt strokes, ete. See,
after all these years I still remember the terms, =hich is my whole point.
“hen you learn anything the hard way you aren't as likely to easily
forget it,.

So it was with most of our training., ‘le began taking hikes;:
first with cartridge belts and rifles, and then full field equioment --
first five milss,then ten, and twenty miles a day, At the end of our
training we were double timing (jogging) for % mile, welk 4 mile, and
repeat, Of course, we didn't do this for twenty miles, but long enough
to wish that it hadn't been thought of. As I recall we worked up to one
twenty-eight mile day, but mostly a day's march was twenty miles., Not as
long as "Stonewall" gJackson's men marched in the Shenandoah Valley but
long enough so we didn't have.to be rocked to sleep at night. Nenny says
she thinks ths buggle call "Taps" sounds so sad sincs she assoclates it
with funerals. To me I remember it as a beautiful cll -~ the last of
the day befors rest, "Day ls done =—----a- L

Now "Reveille",the first call of the day -~ "I can't get 'em up--"
was another thing entirely, 2nd not,much to my liking. However, the field
music (drum and bugles),which marched through the regimental sre-=s
imnediately after the call, did thoir best to soften the sting with 1ively
tunos., I remember tha near-by Georgla regiment always played "The 0Old
Gray Mare" whlch was probably appropriate for snme of us,

It was on one of our early hikes that a tragic thing h2-rened
to the company -- we lost our captain., Capt. Gardner wss older than the rest
of us and had been a soldier in the first “orld “r. Recause of his age
he probably was effected by the heat more than the r2st of us, He suffered
a heart attack on the march and:.dded.we were all saddened by his passing,
moreso because of the time we had all spent together in the Ghard, amd
knew each others wives and children,

In January 1941 all of the second lisutsnants in the regiment
were promoted to first lieutenants. We were no longer "shava tails". You
Tay not know why green 2nd lieutenants were sometlmes referred to as

shave tails", Tals wns because in the older army, green or untrained nack
mul;; :ad all but a tuft at the end of théeir tails shaved so that thay
cou 2 more easlly recognized, and not approached fr th i
iéggtogeaghgggggeg%egukic¥. At any rate wg bicame mazﬂre iazﬁg:sflt?tthe
rselves that'way at the time, iho wa s to knnw tha
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difference; everyons else was still inaxverienced.

. Aoout this time too we -bagan to get our new equinment and were
isssad the new M-1 Garand, JO caliber semi-sutomatic, 8 shot, gas onerated
rifles. Thesa wore most welcomed since the old Soringfields, although
more accurate, kicked 1iks a mule ~nd would givas you a nfat 1ip" Af you
didn't keep your thumb from around the stock when you fired. The new
M-1, being gas operated, had a cushioned recoil. The officers put
away their sabers amd we were soon issued the new all-purrose helmet
which consisted of a plastic helmet liner with 1n outer shell of harden-
ed steel, Incidentally, the helmet h-s a little weight to it and has to
be gotten used to, “hen it is first worn for any length of time your
neck muscles get a 1little sore gnd sometimes acho. The only ansuer, of
course, is to keep on wearing it until the neck muscles 2re strengthened,
The liner is light and is an excellent rain hat, I refer to the new
h:lmets as baing all-purpose because of the many ways the outer shell
can be used, lany times I have used it to wash my socks and other items
of clothing and, of course, my feet, I suppose that the shell h~s been
used by more soldisrs to wash and shave in than any other container, You

" can even heat water in it, but then that will smutuo the top. It can
also be used for sea sicknass and, of course most ianortant of all, 2s a
head protector, Isn't it surprising how many things csn be s2id about
a helmet?

As the weoks and months passed in 1941 we continued to gzt ou?
new arms and_equipment, We already had Browning 30 cal water cooled
machine§/ﬁ{€ﬁ an effective rate fire of 125 rounds ner minute in the
three machine gun companies of the regiment, but now each rifle company
had a weapons platoon, consisting of two sections of 30 cal. air cooled
light machine guns and two sections of 50 millimster mortars, The rsgular
machine gun companies got new 81 millimeter morters. We began to get these
new arms , including BAR's (Browhing automatic rifles), as well as Jeeps,
3/4 ton weapon carriers and 2% ton kitchen baggage and versonnel trucks,
These were wmost welcome since we were spending most of our days training
on the resarvation and on the rifle ranges and instead of having to walk
home every evening we ware somatimes able to ride.

The kitchen trucks usually brought us our noon meal and we all
lined up for "chow" with our msss kits*and canteen cups for milk or ice
tea in the summer amd coffee when it was cold, Bscoause..of our outdoor
appetites everything that was brought to us we ate, and I mean everything
whether we liked that particular food or not, One thing wo promntly learned
was the lmrortance of thoroughly washing and rinsing our mess equipment,
Food particles and grease, sven soap left on, twould quickly sroil,
particularly in hot weather, causing diarrhea, Of course, we h-~d other
names for it and it -wasn't very comfortable to have, Ths cooks from
each company would provide two 40 gallon gaslvanized cans filleduith water
kapt boiling over oil flame hea ters to which soap was added, andtwo other
similar cans without soap for rinsing., Aftsr eating we would scrape what
little was left in our mess kits into garbage cans, hang the mess kit
handle on the handles of our cantesn cuns , 2nd each ma; would swirl these
in the hot soapy water and then rinse them, You may wonder why I mention
this in detail -- it is because it was imrortant for us to keen 2s fit
as rossible and a slip-up could affect a lot of people at a %ime, e
were not always able to do this, however, and sohstimes T ha;e e;en‘had to

~
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cléan my mess kit -rith dry sand, but nover when I could boil 1it,

Mong with our new squipment we began to get out first draftees
or selectees as they were later called, The first Yorld Wrr II erea
draft act was passed in September 1940, ard In December 1941, just after
Pearl Harbor, the perlod of service for all solectees was e~tended until
six months after the official end of the waxr in Purope as well as in the
Pacific., In all, over 10,000,000 young men between ths ages of 18 and 37
vere eventually drafted , #nd by and large these were thoe men ~ho made
the difference in the outcome of the war, In March 1941 our company
strensth was three officers and 140 enlisted men.,

In Arril 1941 we h~d a distinguishsd visitor. President Roos-
velt came to look us over and roview ths division. I sun~osa thst he
wanted to ses what progress we were making. Hs looked just 1ike his
pictures with his cigarette holder held jauntily in his mouth,

About the middle of 1941 we h~d another unfortunate thing
hapn~en in the company -- we lost oulr st Sergeant. Illo wont on leave one
" week-end and we nover haard from him agzin or never thew what hapnenzd to
him., The company mess sergsant, Sgt. 'oodrow Hawkins, was movad up to
1st Sergeant and provid to be an excellent one. I don't know what we
would have done without him, Actually, the 1st Sergeant and ths other
seargeants rezlly run the companies., %hile officers have responsibility
and command -- sign "Horning Roports" and "Sick Books" 2nd have
power under the 15th. Article’ of War ( company punishment) -- the ser-
geants live close to the wten snd know their strengtas and wesknesses, I
think that I learned early on that if I wonted somsthing done,~nd done
quickly without a lot of rod tape, to go to a sergeant, in most instancses,
and not to an officer, This workad for me during all the war yezrs nine
out ot ten times. When I got to be a ‘comvany commsnder-and-called, "First
Sergemnt -- dismiss the companyl" I always tried to remember to walk off
right away and not hang around because I knew he usually h2d4 his own
comments and instructlons to give before he actually did “"Dismisst",
Somatimes I knew therc wers things it was just as well I not know too
much about, '

: Along about this time Lt, Tedder went off to the Infantry :.
School at Ft, Benning, Georgia for a three months course., This left Lt.
Dickerson and ms to run the company, As senior, I comm~nded, but ectually
we rrn 1t togathar, since thera were only the two of us officsrs and only
one with.the company when one of us was on special assignment training ihe
incoming selectees to bring them up to the lovel of the “old" soldiers of
the company, Lt, Dickerson =as a good officer and a good friend, Earl
ﬁas an ex-sorgeant in the neace time yerrs ~nd, therefore, knew the

ropes", Although we parted late in 1942 when he was transferred to
Company B of our 1st Battalion, we c-me together sgain when I went to
Company B as C.O., many nonths later,
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I don't think I told you but whon the division first camo to
Ft., Jackson, and for all the timo wo wero thero, wo warc quartored in
the old National Guard's swnmer training aroa, which consisted of a
wooden mess hall and kitchen and ono long single story wooden barracks
in the enlisted mon's area, This building had no rindows but had a
waist high cut-auway section which could be ralsed for vontilation, It
could hold about 40 men and thore was an orderly room and supaly room at
one end, The building was scroened and heated with stoves, The rest of
the company and the officers lived in squad and w21l tonts erocted over
wooden floors znd 2 by 4 framing that camo un to hecad height, was screened
and had scrooned doors. Jhen tho woeather was wzrm tho sides of tho tents
could be rolled up for vantilation and in the winter it was heated by
conical SiBly stoves with pipos through tho centor holes, There wero
spark arrestors at tho end of tho pipes and carc had to bo taken that
these stayed in place to keep the tents from catching firo or holes
burned in them, Five men slept in each tont, Doosn't sound very con-
fortable to live. in for two years, does it? aActually, we grew accustomed
to it and it sure beat sleeping on tho ground, as wo often did whon we
spent tho night on the reservation, Oh yes, wo did h»ve a wooden latrine
with running water and sinks, showers and comnodos. This was the lap of
luxury comparcd to what wo later had in Icoland,

You can imagine, however, the focling of tho young trainees
straight from the comforts of home. I well remember about the middle of
February when we got our first ronlly largo group of sclecteos., Thoy
camo about three days bofore wo were told to exnoct them. For the wesk
bofore their arrival we had been rushing to build 2dditional-tent frames
and had a few tents up. Regular contract carncnters had almost completsd

a wooden day room at the end of tho company strecot. ell, this parti-
cular night it was raining heavily and cold »nd I was in the ordorly room
catching up on some maper work <hon I heard the soumnd of stamping feob in
the mud outside in the company strcet, and a strange sergoant camo to the
door.with the criptlic comment "I've ot your new Draftcos outside, Liszuten-
antly’ ‘I went to the door snd thore in the muddy strecet, sitting on their
equally muddy barracks bags, were 25 of the most bodraggled and unhapoy
looking young msn I had seon for quite a time, I asked the sergeant where
he had gotten them from and he ssid from a railroad siding about a mile
3wny, and that they were from New York and New Jersey, ‘'/el), I thought
This is tho army, Hr. Jonocs", but I couldn't help but feol‘; pang of &
pity and compission for tham., I put on my holmet liner »ni raincoat and
wont to welcoms them to their new home; I crn only imagine wnat th;ir :
thoughts were, With the good work of the 1st serzeant, m2ss cergeant and
cools we finally got them out of the weather, hot fond in them, and cot
for tho night croided in with tho other mon and in tho unfinisged d .
room with a fire in the stove for the first timo I ecven sa o
happier look on some of the new young facos -- tﬁcir first i z}ight;y
for evaon the small things in 1lifo, which I supvoso is one o;nzge f:tion
things a soldier begins to learn, My owm thouéhts I am afra 1d°~ o
situation nomal -- system all screwed up -- as usual., Then I ré:;:;éd

that as far as tho szlect p
g ees were concerned I was tho system, at least for

At this time our sslectecs were coming to us in such larvo
s arg

numbers cach wook, totally untrained, that the division realized it
; was

imor nctic::.l to absorb them dirocbly into the !‘-‘Gul"ll' h':-ining Sc“.ledulcs

Of the "lriDuS com r o
v. pAanies. As a conseque assigned on arriv
*quenco they wero s e rival
o a training regimont for throo wecolks basic trainine b:f o1 "n
t L ng oefore being =ssisned
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"o the companies. As you might have guesssed, I was assigned with other
offlcers nnd non-coms to this troining regiment in addition to my regular
adminlstrative duties with Company L. At the samo time, reserve of[licers
were also called up and at mid year 1942 the company was atfull strongth
with a full compliment of officers: 6 officoers and 198 enlisted men, It
was a whols new ball game.

Wo had some happy times 2s well es ones of sorrow, After being
assigned to our company we lost three of our selectees though death -- two
from illness and one from a rifle shot. One selectee accidently discharged
his rifle when cleaning it after coming off the range, \fe never determined
how the round was left in the chamber, e trisd to leavz nothing to
chance and by as careful with tho young trzinees as possible, It was our
regular vractice before leaving the range to give "inspection arms" and,
while the bolts were open, for an officer to put his little finger up the
chamboers of the barrels and visually check the magazines, I was thankful
that I wasn't the range officer at the time, Although I knew he was not at
fault, it didn't diminlish my sorrow. One of the hardest and most hea rt-
breaking things a commanding officer hrs to do 1s write lstters to the next
of kin. There was always moisture in my eyes when I did,

It w3as now timo for ths 30th Division to leave Fort Jackson for
army manouvers in central Tennessoo , This, I sunpase, was our dress
rehearsal and lasted for thirty days, This was the largest manecuvars held
_up to that tims and was participated in by sovoral divisions, including

an armoured division commanded by Maj. Gen, Goorge Frtton, who was lster
to comaand the tank divisions that swept across France and Gormany and
contributed so much to tho defzat of Nazi Germany,

Tho mansuvars wore held in the reolling hills, slinost small
mountalins, in tho wmiddle of Tennessooe in thn rurnsl area arownd Murlrees-
boro and ‘Sholbyvillo, southoast of Mashvillo. -'hon we loft our assembly
areas we left nur squad tents and canvas cots behind =nd stayed in tho
field for the entlre timo , slcening in our puo tonts and on the ground
and constantly moving over the hills, Soms of those hills «era so steep
that often our artillery hod to winch their guns up into sosition and
leave their trucks at the bottom. Although we occasidonally rods from
place to plece in trucks, our regiment, being infantry, moved mostly on
foot, o grunted #nd puffed up the hi'ls ond dug our hsels in coming
down, It was varticularly hard on the mon in our weanons platoon uh;
had to carry, in addition to thair p-cks, tho machine suns and mortars
One carrled tho.machine gun tripod and another tho gun'itse'f ‘Others
carriéd tho mortor base plates and 5til11l othors the tubes an&‘bipods,

I remombor ouw short stocky little salecteo “hom we called YRed"
Mason, was assigned to carry a mortar base vlate, which wss a flat metal
plate about a foot square ond weighed about trenty nounds, It w~as corrisd
in a canvas bib like pouch which ritted arvund the neck, "Rod"had -sorked
with a traveling carnival in Now Jorsay 2nd was a right ocutspoken little
follow, Woll, oné day the company had been walking protty much all day
up and down, and it was getting on towards cvening when we came to a .
particularly steep hill., I had gotten almost to thae ton »nd was pratty
much “pooped” myself when tho platoon sergesnt of the wearons nlatoon *
blew his whistle to get my attention end when I looked back down thsg
coluan ho +was pointing to "Red" who vas sitting on tho ground slumved
over his base plats, I should havo montionod thaot tha :oconons pla%oon
was our fourth platoon and was tho last in the company column, which
meant that the heall of the column was somotimss at tha ton of.a hill
while the weapons platoon wrs just starting up, T thought that "Rodn had
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passed out, ond thought, "Oh, no, why did it hapnron now whon I am almost
at tho top." An officer isn't supnoscd to got tired, ovon if ho is, so I
startod-back down to soo what tho trouble #as, “Red" hedn't passed out --
ho was Just plain mad -~ and I could hear him cursing oven bpforo I got
thore, I won't tell you whet ho was calling the hill, tho base plate or
the army. Yhon I finally got to "Red" the first thing he sald was, "Lisut-
onant, I havo lugged this ceeieuae base platoe all day oand I ain't earrying
it up that hill; I guoss you'll Just have to go ahard and courtmazrtisl
ma. If Y-.hadn't boon so tirod myself I guess I would have “chowed him
out”, but what I did'say, as nearly as I can remombor aftar all thoso
yoars, provad to bo wmoro offoctivo, which was, "Rod, you knsw this counrty
i3 protty wild, not like New Jorsoy with a lot of farms around end it wil).
soon be dark , Also, for sure, nobody is golng to ca rry cither you or
your base plats or bring 'you supper. I'm not going to coustmartial you,
I'm Just going to loava you hero." With th:t I turned =nd sts rted back
up sgain, and mear ths top L looked back and, to my re:lief, I s»or "Red"

on his'fcet. ond coming up, I naver hsd any moro troudbls with "Red”, but I
havo wondercdwhat I would havo donz if "Red” had Lloft tho brse nlato be-
hind, or if I really would havo left him, ) i

Our moss sergeant and cooks took rozl good c-ro of us, o had
at loast one hot maal azch day and threo hot meals on Saturday and Sundey
whon wo ware in bivouaec, Tho rest of tho timo wo ato oithor C or X ratlons,
Tho C rations wero more filling, bLut the K rations wore more tasty, Tha K
rations camo in threo tynos -- breakfast, dinner =nd supper and wero psck-
agas in small orouwn cartons, a2bout | 3/ by L by 8" in sizo ~nd coated

with paraffin for water proofing. The broakfsast ration was perhaps my
favorite., It contrined a small ctn of pordared scrambled opgs mixed
with choppod ham, sovoral blscult Llike crackors, a sm2ll contalnor of
jelly, some instant coffee, a little sugar »nd powderesd milk, two cig-
arettes #nd a small cack of teilet pamer, The K r:ztions were light end
easy to carry whilao the C rations were =2 little bullkier and were usually
carried in a Jjeep or weapons carrier and were in moedium sized 1little cans
containing a varisty of mixturos such as oork and beans, beaef stew x=nd
mixed fruit, Thera wes also 2 can of round hard crackers which, when
taksn out and soaked in wzter, would swell un into soft little biscults,
Once I ate some when they were dry and drank water right away., I.don't
think that this was a very good idea since they swelled un inside of me
and I wasn't very comfortable, One 2dvantage of C rotions was that the
cans of pork and bgans or bzef stew could bs wired against the engine of
a jeep or truck and, after a few miles, you could herve a hot meal.

Soezking of meals, I got a good first hand look 2t rural mid-
Tennessee economy one day, I was way out from nowhere in the rolling
hills with twsnty mesn on what w2s called a reconnzissance hen midday
came and the truck that *sas to bring our rations didn't shaw up. A half
hour passed and no food, Mot far away I s:w 2 lone farmhouse on the side
of a hill, so [ told thoe men to '2it on the rosd =nd I would go to the
house and soe if I could get us something to ent, ‘hen I c~ma us to the
house a womsn, a little boy about ten years old »nd tws teensge daughters
cama out, I told her we w2re hungry and asked if sho could feed us, T
told her we would pay., She s+id that they would be gl-d to »nd asked how
many., ‘When L told har twenty-one she said to bring them un in about
forty-five minutes, The kitchen wsas a separate building with a covered
dirt-floored bresezeway connected to tho house, an hauralrter we Srere
sitting on bonches around wooden tables under the coverad brcezou;- 0
the tsblos were dishes and rans of tho finest cauntry food I be’imz; 1 ;
have ever e~ton, 4s I renomber th re s country ham, nork sruéa;o friad
liver, a big p plate of cold fried ChiCRFn'.?OF.biSFP}tS' homemadz éutte;
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‘41ed notatoes, corn on the cob,3ll the milk we could drfink 2nd
:Zflj;ﬂétggiilk with little lumps of batter. She annlogized for not .
having time to cook some 2pplo vles. It's been forty-thrse ysars ago bu
T can almost still taste that food. Je were delishted that our food truck
h2d gotten lost., After -ie had eatan 2nd exPrassed our n?praciﬂtion for the
fino meal,"I asked how much she wonted in aawnenp. She nesitr%ed a moment
and than snid, "iould 20# apiece be too much?" ‘le »11 agr2ed that twice
thet much ould be too 1llttle, but 35# aplzce was all she would agree to
tzka,

Due to tho frecquent evening showers and tho clay hills, it w=s
sometimes difficult to find a dry »lacs to sleen., Even with our nup tents
the rain would somztimes run in., I rememosr ons night nz~r a little town
just north of Shelbyville with the unusuzl nome of B21lbuckle +wnich had an
unususlly nigh hill nesr it on yhich e found oursslves-ona' rainy night.
The ground was so muddy that I didn't want to be dewn on it but I saw
snlit rail fence nearby ind dscided to slee> on top of it, There are fow
rail fences left today, ~nd you may not have seen ona, but thzre were
quite a few in cantral Tennessco at that time, Thsy aro m-da by salitting
eight or ten foot logs about 10" in diameter in four ~iccss snd laying
tha pleces altern~tely in a zig-zag oattern on ton of eacn other, as you
would maoke a match stick house. UWoll, I took two of the top nieces off
of the to» »nd 1lrid thom scross one of tho ziz-zogs of tho fence , spread

half of » nunm tunt over them nnd tied it on **lth » t:nbt rorva., Tahls mrde
whot looked like a stratcher, I lrid down on it high rnd dry, pulled my
raincoat avsr me, including my herd, z2nd had mys=21f a f-irly camfnrtable
night, " 0Of courie, » soldier can slesp snyrhore -then ho is tired enough,
I'11 bet Abrah~m Iincnln never thought tune rail fences he used to s»lit

would over be ussd like that,

Bething »ud washing wes somztimes, but not always, a nroblem,
Thers was usually a break on the weekerds in the exesrcisss »nd -ve ususlly
went into bivouac at that time near a stream doep enough to bathe »nd
wash our clothes in., As 7 special treazt we sometimes got 2 Jesp.or a
truck and wont: into a mesrby town to a barber shop for a.shiwer, For-
25¢ you got a small towel =nd the use of a nlzce of soan, Many barber
shops at that timo offered:- thls as a rogular service =nd the ones in
central Ternessce did a land office business on Srturday =fterncon and,
Sunday, Also on 3Sunday mornings our own chsnleins conducted church ser-
vices 3and we didn't hsvs to dress up for that,

The people in Tennessee wers vary gnod to us and nut up with
lot. With all.ths tanks, artillery pieces;‘ ehicles, moving 211 over
the countryside, on the roads and off, thers was bound to be some broken
down fences and churned up flelds and orchards, I remember in one little
town with a bank on ono caorner of the mzin intersection that Tatton's
tanks wero wassing through. One of the tanks, in turning st the inter-
section, hrd a tread lock on one side and nlowed into ths bank =nd
knockad off one whole cornar of the building, About ths only time I .
thought that I ssw o farmer really lose his =ztience with us *as one noon
when the ccmpany had stopped for “chow" near a fsrm with a wsll 4in the
side yrrd, [t'had bezn a very hot dzy and all of our crnteens *wzre just
about empty, I asked for nnd got nermlssion for us to drink and il
them. A lins promutly formad, but it didn't 1ast long. ‘e df*nk h£§

waell dry in faorty-fivo minutes, .but the water would come in again over-

night, so it wasn't too bad,
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Jhen the mansuvers ended e want orck to Ft. Jackson to more
comfortable quarters

' ", i ~ot siwther officer, 1st
Joll, Lack to lato 1941, o finally Go :
Lt. Peyton ;i}élc;: the first of sovaral resarve officers wo wero to get
in.the next six months, Lt lHartley was 2 wclcoTcd »ddition ~s far afv :
Earl and I wera concorned, It meant wo didn't nrve to strotch oursslve

;. i i w hit, sinco aftor
g Car arel eould ot to bed a llttle a-rlli~r .F nlight, c
gzi:g ;: iao %lald all hay wo n~d to chack tha adwinistrative allalirs of
the company at aishbt, s cura Llovbly getting usald Lo wszaring Lho uniform,
saying "Sir" and thinking more liks soldicrs than civilians., Wz ha2d been
in the Federal sarvico for a yeca .

Tha original plan was for the divisian to romain on »ctivs duty
for ons yoar, but with the thraat of war increasing every day this weried
was extended., IHowever, the men were given the om-ortunity to be dis-
charged and a few asked for this, The majority clocted to st2y in, lost
of those who got out raturned to one of the zrimed services a fow sonths
later afteér war was declared —- some in the ~ir [orce, some in the n~vy ~nd
some beck in tho ammy.

At the eud of Suptamocr 1941, sfter those who olected to ere
gone, our compeny strongth uas & oificers -nd 113 onlistsd men, About
this time Lt, Tedder roturned from the I[nf2ntry School and the division
went on mancuvsrs in northwest South {arolins sround Chester, ‘hile these
«ere in progress I reccived orders to the Infantry School, HManny left
our little daujhter with her parents and drove un to the mancuver area to
pick me up., Jhe hed o little trouble finding me with all the different
units scattered over ths countryside., I =went out looking for her and
found her after dark, parked by the side of the road waiting, with the
doors locked, foor little thing, I knew thst she was worried with 2ll
the trucks and soldiers on the roads =nd no me. She was rezl Zood absut
it, though, and we drove home for the wcek-ond rnd thon I wos off to
Columbus, Georgia for three months 2t Ft, Benning at tho Infantry School,

Fort Bonning is & very large ~nd old raguler rrmy opost located
on the Georgia side of the Chattahoochee River on the Gesrgis-Alsbama
line, It hns long been tha site of the Army's Inf~antry School, “hen I
was thers perachuts troops ware »lse in training. Thare wos a regiment
of the rsgular army, the 29th Infantry, which actad as training and
demonstration troops for the students,

It wes Jjust like going back to school for me, with classroom
and outdoor bleacher lectures rnd instruction, rnd with oral, written
and practigal tests., At the successful conclusion of ths course each
offlcer got a diploma, iy class consisted of 2bout 200 officers, mostly
2nd ard 1st licutenants with » few captzins, 2nd was dosignated es
Company E of the Sccond Studont Treining Battalion. The official namo
of our training was "i{lifle sand Hoavy ‘eapons Company Officers Course",
There were also sovsral other student bs=ttalions in various steges of
trziuing on tho post,

¥

Jo were quarﬁ?d in regular cnlisted mon's barracks and were
issued -1 Garand rifles, bayonets »nd full field oqui-~ment. During
treining wo woro lisht green coveralls and, cxcept for our insignis of
rank, we were privates again. In the evening we wore our regular uni.’
forms 2nd could go to the officer's club if e cored to. Our class h-d
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5 1 of tho United Stztes, tho Hawaiisn Isl-nds »nd ruzrlto
;iii?sr;hir::hzii was woll organized and thorough ¢nd, =«hile in many
ways Lt wos a ropoating of what I had beon doing for tho rost ye-r, it
gave n chance to compare tho way w2 h-d been training «ith the rro-
fassional “ay -- not as good, of course -- but nat bad either, Since
the training emrhasis wers on inf2ntry wcasons, it geve me tho opportunity
to learn the finer points and bucome proficient in firing them, I lesrned,
for examale, just what amount of ferce to use in the "two mil tap" when
firing the machine guns in traverse and search {ire., This ;s dons by
sitting behind tha gun with the knses bent, fz0t on oither side of the trail
plece of the tripod and tapning with tho hael of =ithor hand on the side
of tho gun just above tha trigger. If tho troversing knob is loosened
slightly, but still with soms tension, tho pronor tap should move the
barrel of the gun 2-millimeters to the right or left, With ezch tap bHe
triggsr is pulled for about a 2 or 3 sscomd burst, which in theory -
covers the fire zons without leaving gaps and without firing off sn’entire
belt of zmmunition in an uncontrolied swing. I mantion this to show the
differencs in training at Benning in controlling the gun and not Jjust

merely firing it,

There also wero field problems in which o tactical situation
would be outlined as to oprosing forces in different terrsins snd officers
of the class were called on to give their solutions., Usually there were
several correct solutions , but only one was considored the best, This
way known as "the school Solution", which usually led to our chanting .s’
school's witticism: "Here lies tho bones of Lt. Jones, he gave his life
on the fisld of sttife, clutching the school 3S»lution”,

There were many fascinating things for me at Ft. Benning, One
that I particularly remember was the 1little narrow gruge railway system
that ran to the ranges snd moneuver areas. The engines werc real little
steam enginas and ths cars were covered and open-sided w=ith woeden benches,
I enjoyed riding on them very much. They rominded me of the 1little trains
at amusement parks.

. Another upusual and surprising thing was the way the written
test was given after we had finished studying and firing the 37 millimeter
antitank gun, This was a small artillery plece that the any/-7Awrcompany of
an infantry regiment was armed with, It had a caliber of 37 millimoters
with about a six foot barrel and was mounted on wheels, and fired a 10"
long round,” It had a very high muzzle velocity snd, because of this when:
it was fired it made such a loud shorp crack it would literally shnk; your
teeth, ‘ell, when it came-time to take the written test we were given
pencils and paper, tzken to the range and sat with our backs to the puns
At odd intervals one of the guns wvere fired without our knowine uhﬂng ’
d;sconcerting,ybu can bet, but the purpose was to see how wellowe ; i;
think when We wore tensed up after the first few rounds. =

Nanny and my precious little dsujhtor u e
mother, who was 3 years old st the time, came déwxot: :::h;: ;angzgzgz
week-end whila I was at Bonning, Theybrought Mazaree ‘ilson a' uJ =
colored girl who hed been working for us off ~nd on for o fe; ¥° ‘&
rented a two room apartment in ths nost bachelor's quarters -.ys.rs. .
¥ithy}hn adjutant of the 24th Infantry (celorod Troaps) for-rogm :;S?ggad
N::n mz;reg at the home of one of his married non-commissioned of}' =g
wondz;f:;r?;rct 2nd I ate our meals at the post officers club =nd ﬁfgrs.
o A anksgiving éinnor. It was a timo to bo truly thankf £hat
cou e together, ¥o didn't realize then that ninz months 13% ;hat
2 later we

would be separated and n i
et ot soo each other again for a 1ittle over throo
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Tho following wmonth, on Decomber 7, 1941, tho shoclk and s~dnoss
of Poarl llarbor occurred and wo found that wo wore at war with Jaoan as
well as Germany and Italy, I don't think any of us =ere surnrised but
werae shocked about tho way it occurred, Aftor war was declared hardly a

2 58 a u
davspaeradetat She.manet,of SR ITRsHE S0 nei S e R HeG i
to their units for redeploymont or movomont to tho Facilic arca, Tho
first to go were officers from Hawail and tho west coast, Woe peused a
moment to tell them good-bye and wish them God sveed, Those of us from
the castern part of tho country waited for our names to bo callod, but
after awhilo it apoeared that we would not be called and the remaining .
members of the class graduated on January 30, 1942 and returned to our
units,

then I got back to Ft. Jackson tho first week in Fobruary 1942
I fourd a decided increase in activity. o all knew that it w-s just a
matter of time before wa went overscas, Tho only quustion was whon and
where, I also found that my father-in-law, your groat-grandfather, had
rotired from the army and had moved back with Mother Hoover to Hartsville
to take up his duties again as rector of St, Bartholomew's:  This was a
wise move since Father had served in UYorld War I and was 63 years old,

with war doclared tho draft systom really got to working over-
time and our division began to receive largo numbers of selecteos
directly from the induction contors. Thoy had only baon issuod uniforms
and barracks bags and had no basic training at all, It was up to us to
see that they were trained, Fortunately, however, tho older officers
and non-coms were much better qualified to train the solecteces aftor the
yoar of servicoe and officers' attendance at the Infantry school. Of
course, thero were problems and hoartaches and lots of homesick.young men

Shortly after [ returned to Ft. Jacikson, MNanny and little
Margoret, Who had now roachsd the mature 2ge cof four and wns a little
doll, Joined ths Army, Of course, Hanny , who *12s only tuenty-sight, was
also a doll, only a little bigger one. ¢(hat they did wss find an b .
furnished apartmont in Columbia on South Harden Street just ua ths hill
from Five {‘oints, move somo of the furniture from our house in Hartsville
and sst up housekeering, We biceme an army family to our friends and o
neighbors., And -+hen I wasn't on duty, Nanny would come out tn the.ﬂost
for me and I could spend tho night at the apartment, We -rould have to
got an early start back to the nost in ths morning though, Littie Mar
garet wss always very careful to observe proper military courtesy =:d:-
returned the salutass of the vost gate military policd everytime she went
gast.. I can sce hor now -- standing vsry straiéht on the }ront ssat with-

er little haond, fingers rigidly extended, to her Corchead Tne MF
:i::yznggxfdrer 2 gig smilo along *+ith 5 snappy salute, hé went Ans ic
ways and it was a happy time for mo after the past two yles.



I suppose it was selfish of me to let them do it since I had such little
time with them and it was hard on them away from family and friends with
nothing much to do all day. At any rate, it wasn't for long and it did

give me something to cherish in the years of seperation to come.

Our days were full and the last few months at Jackson passed
fairly quickly, Uothing unusual happened to me except for two things --
one bad and one good, I developez pneumonia and had to spend awhile in
the post hospital, The good was that while I was in the hospital I was
promoted to the rank of captain, When I recovered and was out of the
hospital, I left:Company L and took command of Company K of the 3rd
Battalion of the regiment.

Around the middle of July 1942 we had a division review for some
very important visitors, We were becoming a part of history. Our visitors
were British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, Field-Marshall Sir John
Dill of the British Army, General Sir Alan Brooke, chief of the British
Imperial Staff, Secretary of War Henry Stimson and our own Army Chief of
Staff General George Marshall. Shortly ‘after they left our regiment re-
celved its overseas movement orders, Except for a battalion of the 115th
Field Artillery, which was to go with us, the rast of the 30th Divisilon
was to remain at Ft, Jackson for awhile, /e liked to think then that
when Churchill saw our regiment he picked us out and asked General Marshall
to send us on over, Whatever ths reason, we were soon on our way,

* You will recall that early in my story I describsd the make-up
of our division., Our regiment, the 118th Infantry, together with a
battalion of the 115th Field Artillry, was now formed into what was
designated as the 118th Infantry Combat .team, Since we were~no longer a
part of a division, we became available for a great variety of assigmments,
such as garrison and outpost troops as were in Iceland, as airport
security, as training troops for replacements, and later as occuvation
troops in Germany, This had its advantages as well as disadvantages.
While we were spared much of the hardships and suffering of the front
line divisions, it meant that we were available for any unusual and:some-
times odd-ball assignment, and many more moves than the average regiment,
Often our battalions,and even companies and platoons, were sevarated from
each other by long distances and for long periods of time, Our T. 0., or
table of ofganization and prémotions of officers and non-coms, was frozen ,
for the most part., One thing for certain, we never knew whsre we were
going and what we would be doing next for the next three years. We became
seasoned travelers and could move at a moment's notice,. -

After our reorganization, we spent the next two.weeks at Ft.
Jackson packing and getting ready for our move, For security reasons we
wers not told where we were goinz., e measured off and staked out on the
ground the exact sizes of box and flat railway cars and practiced loading
our vehicles, weapons and other equipment,

At this time I moved to the 3rd Battalion Staff as S-3, or
overations officer. Also, a number of our older and trained officers and
non-coms left the regiment to serve as cazdres for ncw divisions being
formed, However, we were brought back up to strength with reserve off-
icers and officers from other regiments and also additional selectees

,Col. .“Athington was transferred and a regular army officer, Col, E -G‘
Sherburne, assumed command of the regiment, He proved to ée an.ex;elient
and compassionate officer, and we ware fortunate to have him
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On the 3rd of August 1942 our regimental hecadquartars snd 2nd ~nd
3rd battalions left our quarters at Jackson and marched te tho railrond
siding at the ucsst end of tho vost »id lLorded into pullman cars for our
trio to Mew York, Our 1st battalion remained behind, but would follow
in a few weeks, flanny and little Margaret came down to see me off, 2nd
the last I saw of thiem was standing by the track waving as ths train
pulled out, I tell you, it was a sad feeling and I guess I was crying a

little inside,

As 3 troop train we had movement orisrity ~nd moved rapidly
north, tle didn't go directly to New York but got off at Perth Amboy,
. J. and went by ferry directly to a dock in lower Hanhattan, and there
boarded a British troonship, "H. M, T. Batory". We remained on her ovsr-
night and sailed out of Hew York Harbor the nert morning, Mugust 6th, in
a small convoy for Halifax , Hova Scotia, although we didn't know it at
the time. All trooo uwovements during w-rtime 'rere sscret, The Batory
w2s a Polish passenger ship of about 18,000 tons that h-d bsen at sea
when Germany invaded Poland, She had put into a British port and hzd
been turned into a troop transmort, All of her officers were Polish, and
only a few could speak English., Our main contact with them w»s through
the British liaison personnel aboard, Although most of the enlisted men
were in the usual troop compartments, officers and senior non-coms were,
assigned staterooms. Being a captain, I was given a first class cabin
with a full size bath tub, The only trouble was there was no water for
it, For Armament thsre were four gun tubs to the side on the boat deck
with tuin barrel 20 millimeter rapid firing Bofors in e2ch »nd a 3" gun
at the stern.

? Two days later, after an unevantful vassage, we arrived off
Halifax harcor, The harbor is lsrge 2nd dee» -nd,as e followed a
destroyer through the opened submnrine net into the inner h-rbor, e saw
thet it was filled with mrny ships: trooo transports, c~rgo shins and
warshins, mainly corvettes and destroyers, both British ~nd American,
Halifax wrs the turn around port for north Atl-ntic convoys and where the
convoys gathered for the crossing to Zurove. e wsitzd two d-oys anchored
in the harbor, waiting for our convoy to assemble, and sailed on August
10th, i

Our convoy was made up of elevén large linars, some larger
than our own, sailing in four columns. Ten carrizd troons -nd the one
Just ahead of us wzs a heavily armed 2ritish Auxili»ry cruiser (s con-
verted merchantiman). Our oscort consisted of the American 3attleship,
Arkansas, one light crulser and twenty-eight destroyers. Ve were the
largest convoy to sail in the war up until that time. The re-~son for the
heavy escort and the battleship and cruiser wns that in 1942 Germany was
winning the battle of the Atlantic with her submarines ~nd her few large
capital shins in her surlace navy were considarad cnjpable of st-nding off
out of range of the destroyer's guns ard sinking ors shin after another
at leisure with their largesr caliber suns. Our escortin; destroyers were
dorloyed in an outer and inner ring and, excent for the occrsional sizhting
a mast tip on the horizon and the distant sound of one or tr:o de~th charges
the only destroyers we saw 'rero the ones in the inner ring. These *rould ’
npull in closer as nipght crme and cruise through the Cﬂlumés checking to
see that the vlack-out -i2s bein;; strictly obsarved, The Dw;tleshin X
Arkansas, with the cruiser following, wes at the centar of the convoy
and svery morning that th: sea was not rough the cruiser would catanuit
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a small float observation nlane which would scout ahnnd of tha convoy
for an hour or two, On ra2turning it would land in the water and be
hoisted back aboard tne crulssr. The British gun crews on the Bstory
instructed our menh in the handling of the Bofor guns =nd we-began stand-
ing rogular watches in the gun tubs, e were still not told where we
were going and all of us, excert perhans the regimental staff, thought
that we were going to Englond. Thanks to the care taken in planning our
excort, wo had a safe and uneventful crossing with sea sickness the only
disagreeable thing we had to contend with, I was fortunate and, excenrt
for the first few days, I had no troudble in 2djusting to the rolls and
pitches of the North Atlzntic 2nd soon had my s=2a logs,

About a dny ofl' thae west coast of Iroland our ship ~nd the
British auxiliary crulser, together with a destroyor »nd two British
corvettes that had joined us off Ireland, broke awzy from the mzin convoy
and started north., We knaw then that we were not going to Engl-nd ~nd
were probably going to Iceland, Tnis was confirmed by a brisfing of all
officers the next day, and we passad it on to the men, We f21lt rather
important: one ship with four excorts and, excent for rougher seas, the
trip contlnued unaventfully,

About noon of the third d=y we approached Reykjavik, Icelsnd
from ths south and had our [irst look at the large island that was to. ba
our home for the next fourteen months, From what we could see through the
mist, it apprearsd rather bleak and forbidding, and I expect s number of
us were beginning to wish ¥ama hadn't raised her boy to be a soldier, Ais
we slowly ceme into-the harbora blinker light on the shore began to flash
and the ship's air raid siren began to sourd along with general quarters,
e continued on to our anchorage with 211 our guns manned, but all we
could see was one lone plane over the center of the harbor, almost too
hizh to be idantified, It turned out to be a German four engine Focke
Wulf, which was probably on a reconnaissance mission, and left before any
of our fighters from tho nearby airfield could reach his altitude »nd inter-
cept, It was as though the Germans were exnecting us and was our first,
even though remote, contact with ths enemy. After crossing the whole ocean
without a sizhting we wondered what we were getting into, 4We nasedn't hove
worried, hgwever, for excont for these reconnaissance flights we never had
any real contact all the time we 'vere in Icelond, The only thing close
was when our first 3attalion came over a few wzeks later on another shinp,
It was also met by a Focka-Wulf which drooned only one bomb which missed
the ship, which was then at anchor, and exvnloded on the shore -1ith no
damage at all,

' The Botory stayed at anchor in Reykjavik harbor for two days
while we anxiously waited to disembark, lhat we could see of the town
close up looked a 1little better and we knew thire were American troons. and
also a  large airfield noarby, In late afternoon of the second day'tﬁe
Batory and the British auxiliary cruiser riised anchors, left the harbor
and stdrted north again, My thouzhts were, "“hat now ;here else was thers
to go1" e soon found out, All that afternoon ~nd ni*ht ~nd the morni
of the next day we sailed along tha west coast of Lcolgnd mostly in singt
of land., Ws riounded the northwest corner, or claw, and tﬁrned gast 1105
the north coast. A few miles to the nirth wrs the Artic Circle, ‘ :
at last to the entrance to the Eyjafjordur , which is a long ﬁnh A;i;:fe
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fjord in about the canter of Icoland's north const. We turnad southward,
wont up the fjord for about 20 milos and came to anchor off tho 1little
town of Akureyri.. We had finally reached tho end of our Jjourney. Akureyri
looked to be about the size of Lamar, S. C., but we found.later that it
was the second largest town in Iceland, We had bzen on the Batory for
three waeks., Thus our voyage ended, and my first cawssing of the
Atlantic,

Through our field glasses we could soe British army versonnel
and 3 ton British Bedford trucks on the watsrfront, so we knew at least
someone was expecting us, Col. Sherburno »nd some of the regimental
staff went ashore to sse what the situstion was, On his rsturn we
learned that we wore the first American troons in all of iHorthern Ice-
land, and that we wers to relieve two battalions of the York and Lan-
caster regiment of the British army with their sttached artillery, These

. men had bsen furnishing security in a large area up and down the fjord
in small company and nlatoon size outpost camns, ‘e had sesn a few of
these Nissen hut camps on the banks as the ship had come in, The York
and Lancrster had beon evacuated from Narvik, Horway after the ill-
fated effort by Britain to drive the Germans out,-nd hzd been in the
Akureyri area ever since, They woere to go back to England on the sams
ship that brought us over and, needless to say, thay were delighted to
see us snd gave us a royal welcome when we came ashore, We learned that
whan British soldiers were happy they cama to attention with a one-tio
stamp of the feet with a big smilo and a quivering palm out salute,
followed by a hearty one pump hand shake, e also were sur-rised to
learn that that our vehicles and heavy weapons, which we had vacked so
carefully, had gone on to England in the hold of another ship snd we
would take over the York and lancaster arms and vehicles which they
would leave behind, Esch of us was to keep our rifle and side »arms
however,

. After we had learned all this, we were ready to go ashore, but

it wasn't all that casy. The Batory was too large to go along side any
dock at the town and we would have to farry everything ashore, Major

Hovis, the Regimental Supply Q. (S=L4)and myself,»s operations officer

of our 3rd battzlion, were given the unloading job, Maj.Hovis had gone
ashore to look things over and try to line un some bzrgss and fishing
vossals to act as tugs and to take the men off, I remained on board

to organize the disembarkment, I had finished with the nersonnsl move-

ma2nt schedule and was standing by the rail with our battalion executive
officer, Major Joter, when he must have felt inclined to "get into the
act", At any rate, I remember he turned to me 2nd said, "Unlosd the
ship" and turned and walksd away, I don't know why he said this, since

I knew neither one of us had the slightsst idea or excerience excerot

what we had seen in pictures of how to unlosd a shin, much less ons the
size of the Batory. I did learn one thing right there, though. If you
want something done , just say so -- even used it myself later on,

wWell, I found the ship's British liaison officer who could soeak Polish

and arranged for the crew to tnke the cover off the one forward h-tch
and man the hoists. Thon I organized working parties in the holds and
on dock to load tho cargo nets and guide them over the side I also
found that tho ship had water line doors ovening.from the hglds which
were a bilg help, 32y that tims the first barge and fishine trewl;r vere
along side, and away e went, I wish I could t ra it Bk
that wouldn't be quits risht.. It t say as smooth as silk but
q gnt, ook all the rest of the afternoon and
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a little of the night to unlosd »nd move evorything to the main British
suoply base on the edge of tho town, Thon all that remained was to start
sorting it out,.and roving it tb .some thirty differsnt camps with unlikely
namss of Bragholt, Sugar Beer, Fagriskogur, Pity Me, ete., that the

British had named their camps. Some of the camps were near- isolated
@celandic farms and were given the nemes of the familles that lived in
these, Othurs were just plain British wit. I don't know why -- they

were hard to pronounce, much less spell, but we decided to keen the names --
maybe a little Amaricon wit. The only rea son I remember how to spell

them is from some old pa~ers I found,

The British were wvery helpful in furnishing drivers znd guides,
and by the end of the next day we were settlad into our new homes and thd
British on the 3-tory. All that remained was a brief relief ceremony ard
signing for the Critish equipment at each cemp for the trke-over to be
comnlete, The Batory then sailed for England end left us with a feeling-
of isolation,

Our ist Battalion, ‘which left Ft. Jackson a few weseks after we
did, landed at Seydlisfjordur on the east cosst of Iceland and. rers quarter-
ed there for ten months, until the regiment got together again in the
Reykjavik (pronounced dreck-a-vick) area a few months before we sa iled
for England, Since they were about 126 miles away with no nsssable ro-ds
we didn't see them at all during the time we were separated

Our 3rd.Dattalion staff, headquarters comoany, snd Comvany M
took over the same camp that had been the hesdquarters of the' British
Hallamshire Pattalion of the York and lancaster Regiment, sand for thet
reason, was a little larger and batter equipned than some of the other
camns, The name of the camp was Krosssstadir (Kros-ah-starter) and was
located about t-relve miles north of Akureyri on the south b-nk of the
Horga River, which flows into Zyjafjordur from ths west, This river flowed
‘through a narrow valley with steep high mountains on either side., It wes
about 150 fuet wide nezr our camp, with rocky banks and bottom, swift in
places, and with crystal clear ard very cold water, “hen I first saw the
valley it was 2n unusuazlly ca2lm, clear and sunny autumn doy, »nd breasth-
takingly beautiful, The »~ir was so clesr as to appear invisible, and the
distant mountains looked to be clowszenough to teach out and {touch, Our
valley went all out to give us a pleasant welcome and we were to remember ~
it with nostalgia when the weather turned bleak in the months »head, with
gusting winds, and rain and snow »nd ice, ~nd the long winter nights. e
soon found that Iceland wrs a land of extremes,

Perhas you would be interested in the lay out of our camp, and
the comforts we h-d, or didn't have, and howv we lived, The British had
already erected Nissen huts for sleeping quarters, and for kitchens, mess
halls ond supnly storage. Our battallon headquartars was o series'of
connecting liissen huts and we had one very large Missen hut for rocreation
and church services, Our ¥issen huts were m~de with curved niecesof sheet
metal fastened to semicircular stel frzmes, forming n round top and sides
with wooden ends with doors and windows and some with dormers with window;
on‘tho sides near the middle of the huts for 1ight and ventilation The
inside of the huts were lined with 2" thick shects of insulation 'The
huts wore shaped 1like a tin can ¢ut in two lengthrise, and were 6articu11r
1¥rsu4§ed for places with high winds and snow, since snow.tends to slide‘ 3
off and there is less resistance to wind, Rocks or sandbags erz stacked
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around the bases to anchor thum further ~gainst gales. For heating, w0
had round stoves shaped like drums with chimneys throuzh the roofs,. e
managed to stay warm if not always comzletely comfortable when the
weather turned very cold. Later on I bought a sheepskin to_fold over my
feet at night, Sometimes I put newsrapers between my blankets to balp
retain body heat., This worked pretty wsll,

For 1lights we had a medium sized electrical gonerator located
in a barbed wire enclossd hut about 150 yards from our czmn's edge to
reduce radio interference. Our water supply was a smzll mountain stream
flowing dom through the center of camn, This was dommed just above the
camp causing the water to back up, forming a pond with about a six foot
depth at the dam, A four inch plpe ran through the base of the dam end
- was buried in = ditch running to accumulating tanks in a2 hut balow. The
downhill flow of the wster from thse dam built up enough orsssure for
srigot flow 1like a woter tank over a town, e could even heat water in
a boller for showers and when water froze in the dammed nongﬁe still had
flowing water from the bottom of the reservoir, Unfortunately, our
plumbing comforts ended there, Dua to the hard volcanic mekeup of the
soill and the fact that in the winter the ground actually froze to a deonth
of about 10 inches, septic tanks or pit latrines were out of the question,
In fact, about the only way you could dig in ths winter wss with a nneu-
matic drill., As a result, our latrines ware built of rocks with tin
roofs and old wooden two, four, and six holers with buckets under them,
The backs of the latrines had hinged wooden 1lift-up doors for removing
the buckets, You can imagine the chilly drafts that occurred when the
weather was cold and the ground was covered with snow, and little time was
spent in them; in fact, sick call brought many complaints of constipation
until our medical officers found a simpler solution, They arranged for
portable kerosene heaters to be put in the latrines. That part of 1life be-
came a little more bearable after that,

7 The British h»d surrounded all of the camps with concertina
barbed wire, This was &4 foot diamoter rolls of brrbed wire which, when
stretched out spirally, keot their roundad shape and stayed uoright, Tin
cans with rocks in them were fastsned at intervals , which would rattle if
moved, The only soundsi+e ever heard though were from sheeo and ponies that
sometimes wandered around at night when they got cold when the wind blew
hard, The wire did give us a sense of szcurity when it wrs snowing
heavily snd the walls botwreen our huts were covered,  ‘Je knew -ve couldn't
get confused amd wander off from the camp into the snow 2nd darkness, I
remember one time in a heavy snow I couldn't find the walkway to the mess
hall for supper so I just ate a can of beans I had and went to bed,

It may be of interost to you that when [ first moved into the
battalion headquarters® huts, I found a regimental crest of the York and
Lancaster Regiment on the entrance door. It was hand pzinted by a British
soldier and showed a tiger with a white rose with a smaller red-rose in its
center under a crown and with a wreath surrouading them, I understand the
crest, not the painting of course, dates back to the Znslish civil wars:
and was from the 1455-1485 "War &f the Roses", ihcn th; House of York
fought the House of Lancaster for possession of the Znzlish throne The
House of York took a white rose for its emblem and theJHouse of Laﬁc«step
used a red one, I removed the crest from the door and m;napea to hahc on
to it. It is now fnstened to the «wall of the den of Nannyl; and my.:;use
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Perhaps it would be well, before going on with my story, to
tell you a little about the strange land we found ocurselvesin, Ice-
lard is a large sparsely populated island in size approximately 300 miles
from east to west and 190 miles from north to south, It is located 520
miles morthwest of Scotland and 215 miles east of Greenland and about 700
miles west of Horway. Its north most point touches the Artic Circle, Our
camp was 25 miles below the circle. On the south coast is the North
Atlantic and on the north coast is the Arctic Ocean. In 1942 the entire
population of Iceland was only 130,000 with about one quarter of the
people living in ReykJavik, which is the capitol. The rest are scattered
along the coast in small villages. Practically no one lives in the in- |
terior of the island since it is mainly lava fields, gzlaciers and mountains,
The mountains ara rather high -- the highest has an elevation of about
7,000 feet and Vatnajokul is a very large glacier with a snow cap and ice
field approximately 80 miles east to west and 60 miles from north to
south, Thers are severzl other much smaller glaciers in the interior,
Actually, you might say that Iceland is a volcanic islard, with a good
many extinct volcanoes and one, Mount Hekla, which still smoked a 1little
when I was there, There are many thermol springs and hot water from them
was used to heat hothouses for growing vegetables and fruit, and for heat-
ing houses and swimming pools. For these reasons, Iceland could be aptly
described as a land of ice and fire., There are no trees to speak of in
Iceland and this perhaps was the thing we missed most., The psople were
all of MNordic stock, sturdy, with fair hair and skin, and almost without
exception well educated. There was a good public schodl system and even
a university in Reykjavik. The languags could probably best be described
as ancient Scandinavian from which the modern-Norwegian, Swedish and Danish
languages came from,

: In May 1939 England occunied parts of Iceland in a surprise move
in order to prevent an occupation by Germany, as she had Horway, and in
July 1941, even before America was actually at war, the Icelandic govern-
ment, feeling it was in their best interest and since they had no army of
their own, invited America to send troops for their protection. Also, I
suppose they felt that since America was then a neutral, there would be
less chance of Germany moving against them than azainst British troops.

Well, to get back to my story -- with the British gone we bagan
to take stock of what we had and to make a homs for ourselves, As the
battalion operations officer I had gone ovar the ground with my British
counterpart before the relief, and knew pretty well what we had, All of
our heavy trucks were 3 ton Bedfords and smaller cars ard trucks wers
Hillmans, naturally, with the steering wheels on the wrong side, as far as
we were concerned, Our machine guns were Vickers water cooled guns, that
took .303 caliber cartridges instead of .30 caliber as we used in our M-1
rifles, and the artillery pieces were 25 pounder British guns, Fortunately
we were left diagrams and instruction manuals 2nd we were keot pretty busy
getting familiar with our new equipment., There were a few unexvected zur-
prises howevsr, A few days after our arrival, the Captzin of K Company,
which was quartered at Skoger, the next camp on the river road to the
west, called battalion headquarters and when I answered he asked, "What
am [ going to do with all.these little horses?" The British had failed to
mention them and I hadn't noticed them on the propsrty inventory. Anyway
I wont/Skogar and found ten little long haired Icelandic ponies in an .
enclosure around a Nissen hut for a barn. The British had used them for
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pack and ammunition carriers and had l2ft Caed, hornass, s~ddlas, pack
racks, and horse blankots -- tho whole works. Thay had found the 1ittle
animals well suited for tho rougzh off rocd torrain, o kant tho ponioz,
but,excent [or racreation riding ~nd pots, h~d little use for them, I%ve
often wondsred what happened to them after iwe left. I hows they ware not

eaten,

One of our missions was to provide security for Eyj-fjordur
(I-ja-feziode) as a turn-around harbor for the British Home Flest when it
patrolled the Yorth Atlantic outof Scapa-Flow, One of the main nurposes
of these patrols was to keep the German battleship Terpitz,and other
capitol ships of the Garman navy, from lea.ing their ports in Norway and
elsewhere for raids on allied shipoing, To nre~rre for this part of our
mission we reworked the road the British had built up the mountain behind
our camp, and made new machine gun positions high above the camp over-
looking the valley, There was littlas chince that we could shoot down a
German plane +ith our ,303 caliber Vickers guns, but they were all we hod . in
and we thought that we could keep them flying high, and if they did come7raowr
the valley they would be almost level with our guns and we might have a
‘chance, At lesst we could give the anchored fleet warning of any attack,

Our plan w»s to take the guns up in trucks and put them in place when an
alert sounded, The only trouble #2s that we had our first practlice we
found that the pits and sandbagged rositions had filled up with an early
snow which had thawed and then froze solid and we had to sst uo the guns
in the open. RHemember we h-d been training for over two yerrs in the
southern part of the United States, where there w~s little or no snow, and
we had to learn a whole new way.of doing things,

Being in a rather isolated and out of the way place, we had a
low priority on arms and equipment. and had to mnke do with what we had.
I remember that just beyond our northernmost camp on the fiord we built
and sandbagged gun emnlaczments snd put telephone poles in them nointed
towards the sea to simulate coast artillery, It was our hnse that they would
look real in serial photographs taken from the high altitudes thst the :
German reconnaissance planss flew, hen snow was on the ground our men
tramped through ths snow back and forth between the emplacements once
each day to make the "guns" looked manned, We never found out if we really
fooled ths Germans., FEut high flylng plznes did come over and we presumed
photos were taken, Our own vlanes took a few plctures and they looksd
protty real, so perhaps it wasn't a comnlete w-ste of time, We did get
two 90 millimeter anti-aircraft guns just before we left, but the vl~nes
were too high for their range and they only fired a few rournds in Sractice,
Two of our planes did manige to shoot one German plszne down just off the
coast, and our navy picked up seven survivors, These ware the only Ger-
mans we saw alllthe time we were in Iceland, Our airforce built a sma 11
f?sld at the south end of the fiord with about six fighter planes, "Due to
the rough terrain the runway was very short, and ran down a slight incline
to a high cliff over the water, The planes would rev up their engines and
take off with as much speed as possible and shoot off tha end of zhe rurmreay
something 1like taking off from an aircraft cearrier, Ths young nilots took '
great delight in "buzzing" our vehicles on the roads and often startled us
when they cime over with a roar, They weren't suorosed to do this of
course, but they knew that we weren't going to rebort them, ;

In mid October 1942 we had our first visit from ths British Home
Fleot and a chance to see the navsl mizht of our ally,- It was a most im-
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prossive sight, Tho fl2ot consisted of four battleships: H.M.5. King
George V, Ansul, Howle and one other th-t I don't remembzr the name of.
Thore were heavy and light cruisers, one aircraft carriler and a number of
destroysrs. Sincs the fiord was vory deep, tho battleshins =rd some of
the cruisasrs csme 21l the way up the fiord and anchored off Akureyri.,
while the carrler and d2stroyers stryed at sea off tho mouth of the filord
and patrolled to protect the fleet from surprisa, Some of the officers
and sailors cams ashore, end we met our first British naval rersonnel.
vhat impressed me most was their cheerful, professional and businesslike
manner, Thay had bzen at war for three yesrs, and struck me as people
who knew exactly what they were do'ng. The fleet stayed in nort fer two
days and sailed on the morning of the third, The fiord seecmed very emoty
without them,

Because Cymp Krossastadir wis loc~ted near the farmhouse of a
family by the same name, thsre was a fairly lorgs sheep corral in the
valley near the camp, This corral was built with stone walls about four
feet high and divided into 2 number of separate nens with ooeninzs in
them, In iHovember, before ths hsavy snows came, the Icelandic familics
in the valley held. what you would nrobably describs as a sheep roundun
in order to -ut them in their winter enclosures, ife hnd grandstand sests
2nd were interested observers., The peonle, both men and women, came
dressed in trousers and wearing calf length rubser boots ~nd riding thsir
little poniss and, with the hslp of their sheep dogs, drove the shcep
from the mountains into the corral and into th=z pens of the different
owners. The women seemed to work just as skillfully »nd 2s hard 2s the
men, perhans even harder, The poniss ssemed to know their job, too., The
Icelandic pony is a rugzed remarka:le little animal, with long h-ir and
short legs and a docile nature. The Icelanders hsd many uses for them --
for riding, as pzck horsss, for leather and for eating., I never did like
the idea of eating nony steak, but tried it once, It was a 1ittle tougher
and stromzer tastinz than beef, but not too bad.

I had nsver scen sheen dogs at work ~nd =ns smazed nt what they .
could do, At times they brought to mind good bird dogs "making game" =s
they anticipated the moves of the shzep., The Icelsnd sheep wers a little
different from sost shsep in that their wool was not kinky, but long
haired like the ponies. Thoy were used for their wool, hides and for
eating,

Thers wers a few nice salmon in the Harga River 2nd, since I
alwsys enjoyed fis:ing, L borrowed a fly rod from a friend, that his family
had sent to him, »nd s.t out to try my luck. I rememb:r there was one3 foot
salion that I could see from the bridge that seemed to stay in the same
place 211 the time, that [ thought I might have a chance =t, Unfartun2tely,
that salmon *r1s much smarter that I -ras, 2nd I wouldn't be sur-rised if
some of his preat-grandcaildren ars still nzar the some srot, It was a
little chilly the first time I went, and ended rather abruntly when, after
a short while, icz flzkos begen shedding off the fly 1ine hen I strin-~ed ¢
1t in to m~ke casts, I decided to call it a day when my finsers got so
cold I could hardly feel the line, I went saversl othar times, but never
could seem to get the heang of hou to get old grandns to strike,

A transrort came into the fiord. in September 1942 brinsing USA
doctors and nurses to staff the British hospital at the south end of EheJ
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fiord. Also abozrd wara moro Americ-n enginzars, signal corps and service
trooos, and soon Alureyri  w»s a busy little baso 'rith a PX (rost axchrnge),
supoiy derot and »11, Since our ragimentz2l he~dquarters w-s located near
the town and our. 2nd battalion. occupiasd camns rround it on u» the fiord,
we visited it from time to time and got a feeling of "going to town",
which made us frel lass cut off from avarything, I wos sur~rised as to
how well stocksd soma of tho I[celendic stores werc in the way of hardw-re,
tools, lsnteras, ete.,, which we ware able to buy to mrke oursnlves more
comfortablo, There was even a silversmith shyo whare besutiful hand
crafted bracelets wera m~de ~nd a swall factory for tanning seal, sheep
znd pony hides, - Since = good many of the Icelanders could speak some
English, we wsre able to make our purchases without too much difficulty,
2nd I bou:ht Manny » silver handmade bracelst, » sheesskin and a sea2lskin
pocketbook while I was in Morth Iceland, The monct~ry unit -s»s the Krona,
which , when compored to our dollar, was worth about 12¢, This didn't
necessarily mean that we could alw~ys buy things at "b-rgain basement"
prices bacause the priczss in ths Krona were 2djusted zccordingly, I
thought, though, that the nrices were fairly reason2ble considering the
lonz distances most of tho goods had to be shioread, This w»s the first of
many Jdifferent monies e had to get used to in the countries we were
stationed in.

As 1942 camo to an end, and December ond Christmns sppro~ched,
the days became shortar and shorter and we had to mnrke 2 major adjustment
in our life style, The sun begen to rise at 11:00 AM and set again at
3:00 PM, and the first snows and gales came, It ~as » roal problem to
know what to do during the long hours of darkness, Although we tried to
observe rsasonable training and duty hours, by nacessity we h-d to stay
inside much of the time,., I suvrose that re begzn to learn that cabin
faver really meant,

Qur morale rimained surprisingly good, hs'raver, -nd I suppose
tnat the nswnzss of it 21) kspt us on our tocs, Ue were issued, and
carrisd at all times, live amnunition but, exce~t for an occasional Ger-=
man roconnaissance plane ~nd ths remote vnossibility of a raid from the
sea, we had no contact -rith the enemy in 2ny way, I suorase, though, the
element of doubt made things a little more real and spirits up,

For our personal comfort we were issuzd somez cold -reather gear
in the way of syntanotic alpaca lined wateroroofed warkas, which cama to
Just below our knees, with hoods attached, long-sleeved woolen swe-ters
and galoshos for our feet, which had rubber tottoms »nd leathsr tovs,
snd wers fine for weating in the snow. Theso, fLogethzsr -with the -ronlan
caps to wear with .or without our helmet liners, kent us frirly comfort-
able, Hanny knitted me a long woolen scarf{ which I somitimes -sravped
around my waist when it iras particularly cold znd, of course, we all wore
hsavy woolen underwear, Actually Icel»nd isn't 2s cold as the n~ma sounds,
since it is warmed by the gulf stream which flows nat far from ths south =«
coast, and extreme sub-zero we-ther is infrequent. “ut the humidity is
high and tho cold is damp and renatrating, partlcularly when the wind is
blowing hard, \

Wo tried to moke our first Christmrs aswsy from hame ns h-sny as

possiblo ‘and with 2s much of the Christmas snirit as wz could, I was
surprised at the ingenuity of some of the men in making decorations from
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paper »nd tin eans. Since thore vero no trees, I remembor ono c=mp that
had a beautiful Christmes treo made from a 6' olece of 2x% with lengths

of barbed wire wrapped around at about 6" intervals 2nd trimmed into a
conical shape with wire cutters and with strips of newsraner hung from the
wire. There w2s s tin star at the top cut from a f attened out riece of
tin ean Things 1ike that, tcgether with s 1little Christmss musie,
gifts from home and good food, mede it almost bearsble., I suonoss that
one of the hardest times for a soldier to be zway from home and loved

ones is at Caristmas time, I missed MNanny and 1little ifargorst very much
and-played a game of m~ke believa that I was with them -- going over in
great detail in my mind our Christmas meal and being around the Christmas
tree together, It made them seem a little closer, Each Christmss away we
told ourselves that we would be home the following one, which gave us some-
thing to look forward to, I'm glad that we didn't know then that three
Christmases would pass before we would go home cgain,

The first few weeks znd months of 1943 passed slowly, with our
continuing to try to stay active and find things to do during the short
days and long nights., It all seemed so strange to us. Somstimes during
blizzards the roads were completely blocked by snow, and I remember one
night it snowed so hard our hut w s almost completaly covared by snow and
when we opened our door the next dazy the snow was chest high »nd we had to
dig our way out, MMy living hut was divided into two sections and I shared
a half section with Captain Corcoran who was the battzlion »djutant, One
pvarticular cold night we were sitting in our gquarters reading, ‘shen we
heard a bumping on the door, Captain Corcorsn went to see what it was
and when he cracked the door, so as not to let too much cold air in, it
was jeriked out of his hand and he was pushed back into the hut, followed
by a shaggy little Icelandic nony that ecsme right on in, It took us both,
pulling and wushing , to get him back out 2g2in »~nd send him on his way
with a slap on his rump, ‘Je sort of hoted to nut the little fellow out
in the snow, but then wa weren't about to share our quarters with a horse,
which reminds we of a saying that we had -- that it was so lonesome tha t
after the first six months you started talking to the sheep, after the
next six months they started talking back to you, and =fter th»t you just
went around listening., I slso remember that we want for almost a month
without seecing the sun., This w2s because our camn was in such a deep
valley, »hd the sun moved in such a2 low arc during that time that, even
on clear days , it never rose 2bove the mountsins on one sids of the
valley.

I remember one ~fternoon I was riding into Akureyri with one
of our battalion modical officers to take care of soms buciness ¢t our
regimental hendquarters, It was late in the day and already dark, We
had hoped to have sunner at the regimental mess bafore returning, .There
was snow on the roads befors e left bul not bad, but after about twenty
minutes we ran into a heavy snow storm, There wzs no wind, but the snow
was falling in large flakes., ‘hen you drive in heavy falling snow it
looks as though the flakes are coming directly into the windshield, nhara-
llel to the ground, and not downward, This makes it difficult to see the
road, ‘e had our lights on and driving varxélowly when we s~w the tracks
of a small vehicle had laft the rced and disacpe-red over a rathar high
bank, o stopped our czr to invezstigste and found thot one of our few
American jeens that belonged to our engineers had run off the rn~d turn-
ed on its side, and pinned one leg of the driver, who wss alone u;der_
neath it, The driver wus conscious but in considerable nain nné the
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doctor determined that his leg wmas broken, There w's danger of his
going into shock from the cold »nd the jeen w-s in such a ~osition n»s to
be too heavy for us to l1ift, Fortunztely, we h-d some blankets in our
car and we used these to covar him with and sent our driver on to the
next camp for help, a stretcher and some medical sunolies, - The only
thing that we could do wrsfrait and assure the driver that we would soon
have him out and on the way to a warm place, Sonn our driver returned
with a truck and ~lenty of heln to lift the jeop. The doctor gzve the
injured soldier a shot to ease his pain, »ut a s»lint ' on his leg, and
we rut him on 2 stretcher completely wrap-ed in blenkets, and took. him
to the next camp which was only a mile or tws down tho road, I have
.often thought how fortunate it was thet we crme along before'the snow
had covered the tracks jfoing off the road, ~nd that thers was a dactor
in the car-with me, The gnod lord was cert~inly looking after us thst
nizht,

On clear calm nights we often ware treated to 2 vivid display
in the sky of the iHorthern Iights. These are lknovm as durora Eorezlis,
and are rays or electrically charged particles shot from the sun which
collide with tho geses of the earth's atmosphere neor the noles, Tails
causes them to change their ch-rge 2nd make a glow something like a
fluorescent 1li-ht bulb, They make quite 2 show, sowctimes like a
shimnering, [lick:ring ribbon standing on its edge and extending from
horizon to horizon with colors in green, yellow, and sometimes red, All
this was strange and new to us.

Fortunately, we had ssverzl moving oicture projectors avail-
able for the batt2lions use and a good sunnly of rictures which we could
change sround from camn to camo 2nd these helped shorten the winter
nizhts, ©n the whole, our food was adequate--nd tastsful, but we did
get a little weary of nowdor:d eggs, nowdered milk, »nd sram for break-
fast,

tWhen the ice froze on the llorgzs River, Snecial Sarvicss sent
us some ice skates and skis, and officers rnd men took turns trying them
out, I learned to ice skate and ski after a f-shion, but my ankles kept
turning over when I skatad, snd I moved mighty slowly *hen I skied, so
verhaps it's a slight exaggorction to say thst I learned hoaw,

Yo had to be a bit careful when we wore the hoods of our
parkas over our he~rds and chins and the drawstrings nulled tight ars>und
ourr f2ces, Tne condensatlion from our breath sometimes froze and would
stick the alpaca lining to our lips. The only thing to do then was to
cup our two hands over our mouths and breathe hard so that the warmth of
our breath would thaw it,out,

2s

In order to try to h~ve /much continuous sscurlty as nossible
in the area, our camwns obse?ved differant d-ys for worshin and rest, For
example, one camn would nave Sunday on ionday and another on Thursda&,
ete, Regular Sundeys for soms camps wns just another duty day, This
g2ve our chaolains an active schzdule and required them to do » 1ot of
;rnveling. Sometimes the roads would be blocked, but most of the time -2
Had our swrvices., Cant, Corcoran was a C-tholic and, sometimss,~hen a
rrotestant chapl~in could not get thers, L would go with him to the
Catholic szrvices., I ramembor th-t the »riest w-~s 2lways so good ~bout
explaining everything in the ssrvices for thase nf us ta=t ve;e mt too
familiar with it. All of our chiplains regardless of denominatinn
C-tholic,:rotestant or Jewish, were a:g;eat groun, I suntose thsr; is

132~



no bettor nlace to learn the true meaning of tnlernnce thwn'in tho army.

- llenr the end of ifzrch 1943 our cemp's slectric genarztor broke
down and we" couldn't fix it for three weeks because a rart needsd re-
-placing and it hed tn be sent up fron Reykjavik, I think that we must
have bought all the gasoline pressure lantarns, knrosene lamos and
> lanterns in Akureyri znd, of course, crndles, .le missed’ our nicture
ishows nd the nights were a little drrker -- but =ith April came longsr
.days, and we were soon to learn what the midnight sun was all ;bout.

Thare are no snrkes in Icelynd 2nd not many +ild »nimals,
There are » few arctic foxes and seals slong the corst =nd a good many
rats. ' There are mosquitoes during the summer, but they don't bite,
There are large numbors of birds -- sea birds »nd ducks, There is one
inland game bird absut twice the size of a quail called a Ftarmisan,
These sre of the grouse family and change colors in the winter to pure’
white to blend with the snow, There were s good many in our valley,
and when the snow first melted in the snring they hed not yet changed
back to their quail colors, This made them look like 1little snowballs
scattored over the valley. They were excellent eating but we h2d no
shot zuns to hunt them with, Thers were bezutiful white lohgnecked
swans' that wigrated to the valley, and large rafts.of ducks of many
srecies on the flord.

i I don't think that I mentioned it before, but for the first

- .few years of the war we, and our zllies and the Gormens too, carried gas
“masks., Later when it became apparent that neither side would use gas,
the masks were disrensed with.. That soring we still carried masks and,
like helmsts, had to b: worn to get used to, It wa2s our proctice for
everyona to put them on for twenty minutes at a set time each day for
training purposes, and to be surs the masks were kept 2djusted vroverly,
Hormally these periods went by without incident exce-t everyone locked
like people fzom Mars, I remember,once, though, that I got a chuckle.
One day in early soring when the ice had just broken up-in the fiord at

" Akurayri, our regimental executive officer arranged for a sm2ll n-val

. launch to make a reconnalssance up the fiord for the purpose of manping
,its banks, As our battallon operations oflicer (S5-3) I went ~long to
make map »sketches with the 2nd Battalion S-3 and tho regimesntal exec,
Gverything went nceording to plan until near the mouth of the finord e

~ran into 5 squall with npretty hizh wind, The bozt began to roll and

" pitch and heavy snray was coming over the bow, e were 51l holding on
.and not for from being seasick, The exee,, who was a ceoreer officer who
had a reputation of 2lways doing things exactly by the book, w=s ua by
the man at the wheel, and tha others of us ware in the cackoit a2t the
stern, I saw the exec, look at his watch two or three times and realized

. that it was gotting close to the time of day for pz=s mosk drill, The
other S-3 and I had no intention of putting on our ma2sks in the rough sea
-but fizured ths sxec, would, and got up a little bet as to how long it p
would stay on, Sure enough, when the time came the exec, »ut his mask on
and turned his big gog;;led eyes on us to s20 if we ‘rore complying, We
made a big show of just holding on and did nothing, I think that his
mask stayed on for about three minutes when he made s rush far the side
I don't remember who won the bet, but it was =.rth it Wae were both di;
aprointed that he ot the mask off in time, g b -
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Russian shins nover came into our fiord ond “there was really
no reason for them to. I remember thouzh ons that did, under rather
unususl clrcumstances, One lmorning our naval signal strtion picked up
a wireless req uest from a Russian froighter to have an amoulance meet
the vessel when it came in and pick up the ship's doctor. "In order to
know .what to be-prepared for, a messrge was s2nt back asking for more
information and what tho emergency was, It turned out that the ship's
doctor was a woman and was. oregnant with complications., We learned. that
a gouod-.many Russian ships hsd women in the crasw ss well as-Horwegian-and’
soms other of our allies, In foct, the next ship we wero on hzd steward-
esses, .

. As spring and summor came on the drys got longer and longer and the
nirhts sherter, The snow molted »nd we could take off our parkas, It now
became a problem how to L111 our days, In May the cod fish ran up the
fiord and we organized daily fishing parties to augment our rations,

There was a pier at a noarby fish oil factory that we fished from 2nd we
sent trucks around to the. camps and issued the cod like rations, The fish
were very rr2asy and not too tasty but they were a change from our

regular fare, :

yjhen sunply ships came in they brought us some frozen meat and
sometimes cold storage eggs as a change from powdered, The eggs 'wera long
in storage with a strong taste but they were in shells, I remember one
shipment that was stamped "Union of South Africa", The shios also some-
times brought us Coco-Cola amd beer which were rationed so many bottles
anl cans per man, shen these came in there wns alwoys a nick-un in poker
games, Capt,. Corcoran and I kept our ration ice cold in mosh onion bags
in the mountain stream which flowed just outsido of our hut, I never knew
"coke" could taste so good,

Summer cams and with it the defeat of Germany and Italy in
Africa anmd Russian succasses on the enstern front., Icelend seemed no long-
er threatened, and it was time for us to leave Horthern I[eceland 2nd begin .
our move towward Zurope, Although we ware to svend four more months in
Iceland it was in mors sleasant surroundings in the more populated’ south,

I don't think that any of us was sorry to leave Akureyri and we looked for-
ward to being around veonle again,

. #scorted by two British corvettes, our, own 3rd b~ttalion,
with regimsntal headquarters,left Akureyrl and Eyjafjordur on a U, S. Navy
suprly ship at the end of Mey 1943, e sailed into ths Arctic Ocean and
around the west coast to ReykJavik., Although we were at sea a day and a
night, the sun naver set, It seemed unreal to us to ses tha sun sta rt
down below the horizon and, before it was out of sight, start un again,

Ylo stayed close to the coast and had an uneventful trin, with no submarine
or air contacts. The sea was fairly smooth srd it wss a comfortable trip,

The regimental headquarters and .the  3rd b-ttalion: s
‘embarked at Reykjavik 2nd moved by truck to s numbzr of 2:mii°:h :i:
are@ around the town and on the Keflavik peninsula, These camps were
- groups of Nissen huts which had been oreviously occupied by American
troops who had now moved on to England, Each comp was of comvan ;nd
platoon size, and were protty well scattered over the countr sidg 0
own 3rd battalion moved into camps in about the only flat 1nﬁa in.Icﬂisgd
e ”
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a large lava fleld sbout twenty milos to the southensst of Reykj-vik ~nd
strotching for sbout thirty to sixty miles nlong the south coast, and
about five to' twenty miles in width, It was made uo of rather fine redish
*lava dust and small rocks, and there were small areas of dark sandy beach
;along the Atlantic Ocean. There were a good many thermal springs (hot
..springs) and ‘large areas of tundra grass. The destmann' Islands were in

. sight about six miles off the coast, These are the islands in which a

" yolcanic reuption occurred in January 1973, which almost covered the

small village on the largest island with lava, snd in November 1963 a new
island erupted from the sea bed, Illowsver, they wore comrletely dormant

at the time we were in Iceland, It w»s a comwletsely different Y2nd than
the one we had just left, and a few new things for us to get used to. For
example, when the wind blew hard it wasn't snow that come under the cracks
at the bottom of doors but fine red lava dust, 2nd we h~ad to sweep it out
in the mornings, ‘e soon learnsd to pack the cracks with rags and parer
in windy weather,

The battalion headquarters camo wzs not fazr from the Olfusa
River which emptied into the Atlantic a short way to the south, "There
was still a little ice in the river, but this soon melted, e had no
specific assignment excent perhaps as garrison troops and srent the time
mostly in housekeeping chores and meking ourselves as comfortable as
possible,  -About a week after we arrived we exnerienced our first small
earthquake,” It was the first time for us and was an eerie feeling., The
. huts vibrated, the doors creaked, and the vehicles in the motor nool
.rattled, but no damage occurred. We had a number of these little quakes
" during the next fow months but learned to shrug them off. I awoke one
morning and saw steam coming out of the side of a not too distant mount-
ain, I wondered about it but nothing haonpened, ‘Je learned lster that
these were hot springs, and the steam was more noticeabBle under certain
~ atmosphieric conditions, I was reliev:d to know it wesn't about to blow
its too. '

Our 1st battalion shortly left Seydisfojordur on the east coast
and rejoined the reogiment after an absence of a little over ten months,
Theyoccupied camps on the pez(-imetlgr %1;1 the léafl%vik }a[r.a.rfiu_é.gii S’I‘he Eg Bn
i in i(as rthern Sector . unti e
ggger%ga%ggdRé?kggggﬁygieg.1lgth Inf was together againpas a’ﬁ?%%.
In Juno 1943 I received a rather interesting assignment which
proved to be an enjoyable one, I received orders to rewort to the U.S.A,
Tactical School in Reykjavik as Secrstary or Adjutant, This was temporary
detached duty and gave me the opportunity to make friends with a number
of officers and men of the Royal NWorwegizn Army, and to work with them
and share their recreation., I also had my first close contacts -1ith
British Army personnel,

. The Tactical School was really a winter werfare ~nd ski school,
- established by the U.53, Army for the purpose of teaching com-any grade
officers, from all over the island, cold wenthar survival snd how to ski,
Students were then to teach thoir own men wwhen they comnletad the course
and returned to their units, It was staffed with American and British
officers for classroom instruction and with Norwegisn officers snd sercesnts
as ski instructors, The main school wis located on the outskirts of RZyk-
. Javik, and the survival ond ski instruction ares was located on the side
of a mountain behind my old camp above Akurzyri, I think the resson at
first was that in the zvent a decision was made to use American troops in
;2 invasion of ilorway they needed to know how to ski and live in the snow
rlier in the year I had Lakqn.tgﬁ.written entrance examination which T ’



passed and was waiting to be postod os a studint officer. Instend, I
Joined the staff a#s odjutant, The reason for this was.th-t,vith the war
moving more rapidly in Africa, Italy and Russia, it was thought that it
~ would:bs better to let the German troops in Norway " wither on the vine"
and by-pass them, With this in mind, the decision was made to closs the
Tactical School, and I was to help desctivate it, This was scheduled to
take six weeks, This wasn't a very difficult thing to do and, as soon as
the last clzss rzturned to.their units, the school was deserted e:cept for
the staff, and plans for disposing of the equirment were quickly made,
Actually, I think that we.cou'd have closed the school in a weeks time,
but I think that we had 51l learned by then to take thiny§ as they came,
the good with the bad, and not to be too?eager beaverish, At any rate, we
saw no reason to question the schedule, If we were going to have a 1little
time on our hands to sightsee and enjoy ourselves -- why not? At any rate,
it was going to take a little time to arrange transcortation to the U.X,
(United Kingdon) for the Norwegians and British, So, as the saying goes,
we "just relaxed and enjoyed it"., It was one of the few times in my
ssrvice days that things really seemed to "sase up".

After the first ten days my working day.consisted of ovening up
the school office, checking with the C.Q. (Chaorge of Quarters) to see if
anything had haopened during the night, opening the mail, arranging it for
distribution, setting up duty sersonnel for the next 24 hours, checking
with the school commanding officer to see if he needed anything or had any
instructions for me for the rest of the day and then, if I wasn't on the
duty roster myself, sitting down and thinking what the hack to do with my-
self for. the rest of the day, The Norweglen friends I made usually
supplied an answer to the latter, There was one Norwegian captain, by
the name of Hardy Algren from Oslo, that I liked particularly and we
spent many enjoyabls times together. Unlike some of the other MNorweglans
he could speak English well and we had no trouble in communicating, Cao-
tain Algren had been in the Norweglan army when the Germans invaded, but
had escaped by crossing into Sweden, which was neutral, and taking a ship
to Africa, He then crossed to Gilbraltar, made his way to England from
there, and then to Iceland, HKe was about my age and we found we had a
lot of interests in common, The lorwegians had several vehicles assigned
: to them for~their personal use and Cantain Algren had the use of a four-
wheel-drive uversonnel carrier with three rows of seats and glass windows
and was something like our land rover cars, He also had a ssrgeant
driver, With the time and tne transnortation, Hardy and I took many en-
Joyable and interesting trips, and saw sights I would not have ordinarily
been able to see, Another plus was that the torwegian language was some-
what similar to Icelandic and Hardy hsd mede friends with some of the
Icelanders, ' He had been in Iceland since the British first czme and knew
his way around,

Even though our troops were in Iceland on the invitation of
their government, the. Icelandic people had made no effort to welcome or
socialize with us in any-manner, The language and different 1life styles
had something to do with it, but I think that most of them objected to
the necessity of our being there and afraid of being involved in the war,
With Captain Algren I had the opportunity to get to know some of the
people for the first time, I was pleasantly surprised to find some of
them could be almost friendly, I remember one particularly enjoyable over-
night trip Captain Algren and I took to Pingvellir (rronounced Thing-va-leer)
which is the largest lake in Icoland and one of the sources of the Olfusa
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River. It is approximately fiftcon miles due enst of Roykjavik., Hardy
had made friends with a family by the neme of K-r-st~dir (Kar-ra-starter)
who had a farm on the northwest bank, e took 2 two men tent, bedrolls,
cooking utensils, fishing rods and some food, The weather was ideal for
camping and was about as warm as it got, ©Bven then,I slent in my bedroll,
wearing heavy underwear, wool socks and my shirt, e m~rde camp in a
hayfield at Karastadir farm , and were invited into the house for supner,
The house was very large and built entirely of concrete, Actually, like.
many Icelandic farm houses, it was mode of several gabled two-story wings
built together., The family proved to be almost as large as the h-use.
The old gentleman had eleven childrep,some of whom were marriocd and lived
with their children in the wings of thﬁnhousc. WJo ate sunper in a little
upstairs room with the farmer and his/married sons, His wife and two un-
married dmughters served us paper thin Icelandic pancaked, which were
folded over and eaten with cream, homemade cake, jam and coffee spiked
with whiskey, The old gentleman couldn't speak English and Hardy had to
interpret for me, It seems that when guests were present the men always
ate first and then, when they were finished, the women of the family ate.
After supper the two youngest daughters, lovely blonde girls who h-d
studied Znglish in school, played on an old foot organ and sang for us.
Surcrisingly, they s2ng such songs as "The Trail of the Lonesome Pine,"
"01d Black Joe", "My 0ld Kontucky Home" in English for me, and then some
beautiful Icelandic songs for Hardy and their father, Just as it wa=s
getting dark -- about midnight -- we thanked our hosts 2nd went to our
tent for the rest of the night,

The next morning, the daughters brought us some fresh eggs 2nd
milk still warm from the morning's milking, e cooked the eggs with
some spam and ate them with the milk for breakfast, After breskf-st we
went down to the lake to fish. The young daughters had brought some oars
with them and Hardy said they would row us in two boats while we trolled
from the sterns with fly rods with spinners and hooks concealed with
esrthworms, The fish were real trout, not bass like we have at home,
and with bright pink meat like salmon, The trout were not large, most
were about 13 nounds, but very scrapny, The water in the lake was a
transparent greenish-blue. and you could see them swimming near the bottom
in fifteen f:et of water before they struck, The girls rowed skillfully
and effortlessly but seldom sovoke unless svoken to. They did smile from
time to time when we showed our pleasure when we landed 2 fish, and seemed
to be enjoying themselves. I wondered what they thought of the strange
foreigners who got so excited over a little fish, iAfter 2bout two hours
we had all the fish we could eat, and had turned some loose. “Je had
brou ht a little British Primus stove with us, a skillet ard a tin of lard
and some salt, ‘e cleaned the fish right on the rocky bank and the girls
cooked them for us, They were delicious -- the fish I mean., It wss
now time for us to leave for home, which we did reluctantly, I got the
feeling again that the Icelandic ponies and the women did most ofothe work,

Although we came from different continents, thousands of miles
apart, I think one reason Capt., Algren and I bzcame good frisnds was that
we both liked to fish and shzred an ap-reciation of the outdoors, Hrrdy
showed me how to cook codfish so that they were very tasty, not greasy
completely unlike the ones we caught and cooked in Akureyri First lét
me tell you about our cod fishing trip, In our wandering f;ound Re}kjavik
we had met the keepver of the inner harbor lighthouse and he agreed to iet
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us usa his dory to fish from, 'Je went after su-rer and tnok ~long,
besides our tac:le, some aoples and candy for his children =l 2 bottle

of sharry for him. ‘e knew ho wouldn't lot us vay him for his bont, Tho
lighthouse was on a small island and at low tide yonu could.w2lk across

the rccks to it but at high tide you h-d to go by bozt. ‘“/Mhsn we got there
the tide hnd started coming in 2nd we hed to call to him to come for us
and he took us out in his launch, #e l-nded -t his little oier ~nd the
children came running down to welcome us, 2nd we gave them our nresents,
They could speak no English but each held out his or her little hand and
solemnly shook h~nds with us. The kecoer then took us out into the bay

to where his ro-boat -w~as moored in deeper water and ‘left us, e rowed out
to deeper water to the fishing rocks. For beit we used seaworms which are
dug on the beach wherever any sand could be found.among the rocks. They
are something like jzrub worms and are excellent cod bait, The fish were
biting well and it wasn't long until we had about 15 nice fat cod in the
boat., The smaller are a bright redish-brown in color while the l-rger
ones are greyish-silver color. e stopped fishing about 10:30 PM, but the
sun was still shinning brightly,

Wa took the cod home and oromntly clesned -nd cooked them. 'Je
boiled them, which KHardy said was the Norwegian way, Cod are niturally
very oily, and when fried become even greasier. '/ cleaned the fish
thoroughly, scrubbed the fat from the stomach cavitizs with a sm3ll brush,
then cut them crosswise into 1% inch steaks and salted them, iJe then nut
them in water which had been brought to a boil and let them continue to
boil for about 10 or 15 minutes, at which time the meat bz2gan to separat-.
from the bone and a greasy scum had boiled out »2nd formed on the surface
of the water, /e skimmed this off and the cod unqklmost ready to eat.

I say almost bacause, since we hzd boiled out 211 the oil, we.needed to
rut just the right amount back in, which we did by melting butter and
mixing the juifce from two lemons, which we were fortun-te enouch to have,
and then a little salt 2nd perper. o put the cod on = dry plate »nd then
noured this over tho flakey white meat, e ate the cod *ith some small
Icelandic poteatoes which we had boiled in a scrarate pot -- oh boy, wss

it good., 3ince we had a 1little butter lsft, we melted it, mixed it with
hot water and rum, and hnd a hot buttered rum before we turnad in, It."was
well past bedtime and I was soon 2sleep, "fat -nd havny",

One other plus.about my new »ssignment wns the good food we had,
’hen the school was Tirst established an effort was made to get the best
available cooks oﬁxisland, and since all of the students wsre commissioned
officers, a mess and club fee was charged them, This was used to stock
up with some of what I would call fancy groceries, such as frozen steaks,
anchovies, olivas, bottles of pimentoes, cheeses, lamons 2nd a good
suprly of all kinds of wines, beer and liqueurs, Arroengements had been
made with the airforce to fly these in [rom the staotes. “/hen I first
arrived and m~ds ~n inventory, I was 2mazed at the amount that was laft,
The school commandant told me that rlans called for what we didn't use
ourselves,by ths end of the six weeks closing -eriod, "rere to be vrorated
among the units remaining on the island. You c~n imagine what hannened --
like all good soldiers, British, ilorwegian and Amzrican, whon givon the
opportunity, stuffed outsoelves,

Since the staff consisted of some fairly high r-nking officers
a certain amount of faormality was observed in the mess and re wore neck.
ties and blouses 2L the evening meals, However, the grod food made up
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3 encae. The m:1ls had an intern~rtionnl atmos-~hero, with
£g:V2¥§:tigz’::z:;d the table in “orvezi-n ~nd Znylish, Ho;b of the Nor-
walgan ofl'lcers spoke 2 Little =nelish, or rother thought Liey eould, and
tried to rractice it on ms, Half the time I had nn ide~ whaot they were
trying to siy and usually just grunted or nodded my head in reply. To
tell you the truth, the British wave » little hard to understznd also,
since this was my first contact :vith them. Our mess censisted of four
American full colonels, the senior !lorwegian officer, Lt., Col Stenersen,
the seniour British officer, Lt. Col. ‘Ynitehoad, two Cantsins, Hardy and
I, five lieutenants -- three :orwegizns, one Ar:tish »nd one American,--
and, oh yes, one Sub-lieutenant [rom the Norwezian navy, a young woman
who was sccretary and aide to Lt. Col. Stenersen, ‘e 21l g=th:red in thse
mess hall a little before time and ate hors d'oeuvres and h»d an appetizer
of 3herry, scotch or bourbon before we sat down to eat, Uith our meals we
usual¥ had two kinds of wine and, if we could hold it, a liqueur after-
wards, Even with all of our gorging there was still a good bit laft over
at the end of the six weeks, but we gave it a good try. The war seemed
an awfully long way off, but the "!idsummer Hight's Dream" in the"Land
of the Midnight .Sun" was over all too soon, although it wezs something to
think about with the army chow of the long months to come., Looking back
it's hard to realize it really hapoened just like I'm telling it,

I suppose the army tried to utilize any skills th:=t the enlistees
and drafted selectees had in assigning them to the various branches of the
service., However, with the humdreds of thousands that were drafted or
enlisted it was probably inevitable that this was not always done, I
remember once when this certainly was so, With the studsnts gone, the
school barracks were empty and were used once while I was adjutant as
temporary quarters for replacements when they came to the island until
they could be sent to the various units that needsd them. I wss asked to
take a small Icelandic fishing trawler ur the corst to a fiord about 15
miles north of Reyhjavik, in which an American trans -ort h=d a2nchored, rnd
pick up sbout 40 replacements, ‘/hen they were all aboard , and we had
started back, I noticed one unhapny looking much older replscemsnt sit-
ting on the deckhouse, I had beesn answering questions which the ysunger
selectees had been asking. Thinking I might bes able to cheer him up I
svoke to him, He was just waiting for someone to tall nis story to, He
first asked me if' there ware any railrozds in Iceland, 2nd when Jtold him,
"No", he told me that baing 42 years old he was too old to be drofted, but
wanted to do somothing to actively helo the wzr =ffort. He said that he
had been a railroad engineer in civilian life, so he hd enlisted with the
understanding that, after a little basiec troining, he would be assigned
to the railroad sezction of the Transnortation Corns, “lell, there wasn't
much I could say to him except that he would probably be moving on to
Burope before too long and would probably get his chance then. I wonder

vhat happened to him.The army csrtainly"missed the boat" or in this case
the train,

Where people =2re concerned, the world can sometimes be a small
place. Ons day I stopped at the Red Cross canteen in town for some coffea
and a doughnut, and while there heard 2 young woman Red Cross worksr talk-
%ng with a southern sccent. I asked her whero she was from and she snid

Ruth Ballard, from Tarboro, North Carolina", I told her my father's '
people wers from there =nd th-t [ h-d an uncle, aunt and two cusins still
living there. I told her their namss ~nd she broke out in 2 big smile
turned out that her brothsr was engagad to be married to my cousinl pi:
Louise Bryan. I had not hesrd sbout it. [ouige is now Mrs, J, P..Eall_
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327ore the school finally closed I took tro morz very interest-
ing sightseein; trins with .oy Uor:iitn friends, 2One wrs to Jullfoss, a
boautiful waterfall, and Lo teysir (je-sir), the lirgest goyser in Ice-
land was nearby, and ths otaer wo5 to Lage Liug2rviin (f2-z2r-vatin)
wnich 1s a small lake 'rith 3 hot 's°ri.gs 00i'ing from the bottom in one
cart. 3oth trins ware made with Cast. ilgren 2nd two of his lisutenzats
in their rersonnel carrier.

e
2 -
% o
-

Guilfoss is in ths southiestern part of . Icsl-nd, zb-ut 20 miles
wast of 3leykjavik, and.one of the b2szuty s-ots of the isl-nd. Transi-tad
into ZInglish it means "Golden WaterfzI1". This is ~n an~ro-riste nome
for waen the sun shone on the mist from the falls it :»s a beautiful
sozrkling, goldan color. 32low th2 Czlls the water rushes taroush 2 deso>
gorze. .2 stoooed at a little inn near the falls [or dinner (mid-day)
and were sarvad a tycical Icels rdic meal. First we h=d muiton broth,
then 2 main course of mora mutton, homemade hard bread, Icelzndic oot~
atoes, wnich zre smaller and d=rxar than ours and tssts iiks ~mutton too,
since they were cooked with it, asrd little zreen peas, ¢nd very strong
tasting coffee. The main course wzs sarved family style, -rith every-
thing on one diyg platter,

After dimner v7e went oa to Geyser, wrhich is, when not spouting,
s hola ia the ground about 15 fest in dismater £illsd ~ita water which .
boils uc out of the grsund znd is surrounded by grey lsva rock., The
geyser nad no set time for spoutinz =nd scretimes so=o was out in to
nake it zush., It wasn't active when wa zrrived there, so Cact. Algren
zsked one of the Icelandic wardens if he would put some soap in for us,
Tais he agreed to do cut to the tune of 250 kronur (rougaly 332,03),
dardy told nim thzt we didn't w=unt to de tn. thing but cnly wz=nted to
see it snout, After an excaange of -vords, we ware i1aformad thst the
rsason for tae expense w»s tazt it ":m'H require 120 rounds of soan, It
scunded to us like a lot of "soi't s>z so -72 iscidad to Sust skin the
whole taning,

The jeysers znd hot springs sre Zound in m~ny narts of the
island, It w2s a strange sizht in *-inter to see them surrounded by
snowbzanks but steaming vith hot weter, I used to warm my hsnds in thenm.
The water from many of taese hot s-rings were usad for heating houses 3nd
hcthausas for raising vagetnbles, fruits =nd {lovers. Whan I =as there
there was a »roject underway for heating the entire toyym of Raykjavik with
kot water pumped through pipes from nezrdy snmrings, The hot water s
also used to haszt muu‘ciﬁal swiirming pools, which was yuite 2n zsset,
Thare was ons of the pools in akureyri, sut I am sorry to say rone near
Krossitadsr., We could certzinly h-ve used the water in sur shrvcers in-
stead of having to heat it,

Xy l.st teip with the pNor = #:s te Leugarvrtn -nd -w3s
z1so a »nla2zsant one. Loug: Ter frol. Fin'V"1:v:tin, which
was the lzka I went trout in &a3t I 5ld yeu masvs a-rider,
Leugarvetn was a smellar leke, hovever, but the not s~rings were of
considersble size, and wa: a swimwmi 3 resort for the Icel-nders. I wished
Siednta widon sus wasd as ¢ howreisy skt e L K e e
Jurin' the sumer ‘\‘ttr loaking .;ﬂrndaw b;tr-—‘;.’h-:.i‘J T
[ fore starting 6ack Th: . e e i i g A

2 meal “as » true smorgasbord. I helped myzelfl
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to some driod fish thot lonked like strips of wood ~- basted Vike waod
too, but ard nlenty of vitamins, semn small L[eel-ndie sobtatoss mutton
in thin slicas, ygaffelbiter (umokud hzrring), congenled s2lrd ~nd some
tomatoes from tqe hath~us> wearby, I had my 2ye on something thot was
in z large bowl ~nd ~hich I took to be salad dressing, I h~d =avery
intention of putting it on my tomatoes when I sau an  [celradic woman
start heaping it intv 2 small bosl, »nd then rut wilk nd sug-r over
it., On questioning, qrouni out it was dassert -- souething lice our
milk clabber,

Th=re wers many of the beautiful 1little Iecel-ndic chiidren
at the inn and I gave chewin; gum to some of them, {leed’ass to sny,
my thoushts wore far away at the tiwe, with Anothar 1ittle 1i~ht_-hrired
gpirl of my orn., Thara wors many women thers deensed in tho colorful
[celrndic long dresses, These were women of thz "»'d schnol" with
little black tasseled caps, Hardy told me that the calors are chenged
after marrisge., Some of the younzer o,.e5 sazned to be getting avay from
this mode of 4dress, but almost nll of the older 'nmen still wore it,

T 2m sure that had T not been sssigned to the Tactiesl School,
or made friends with the Harwegi~ns, I would nzver have seen what I did
of Iceland, or learned what I did about the Icelrindic peoplo,

It was now time for my Uorvegirn and Britisn friends to leave
for Enzland and the school to officially close, The nisht befora they
embarked It, Cal, Stensrsen hosted a farewall dinner wsrty, Thare were
many speaches made,tossts drunk, I was oresented » 1-rge illustrated
book tit1ed "Alt for Morgel" ("Norway Forever") «ith the ilnr-egian free-
dom symbol }?{’ﬁ and 'ith my name on the fly leaf =nd a nnte of a~oreci-
ation for my 2ssistonce to the men of the Morvegian ~rmod forces in
Iceland, This was signed by a~Majoi:Zenndal for the llorwogisn High
Command in london. Unfortunately, the entire book is written in ior-
wegian, but the plectures are good. I still have it, and looking »t it
brings back many memories, The next day I shook hands +ith 211 my friends
as they boarded their transport and wished them Gods~eed , I have often
wondered what havooned to Hardy and the others, and:if they all got home
to iorway., Two days loter [ received orders to renort te Comn Utskalar
‘'on the perimester of the K2flavik szirrort on the renifsula just south of
Reykjavik, ani to take commn~nd of €ompany B of our Ist batt-lion, I was
back in the army again,

It was good to ot back to serving -rith troons, While staff
wark was interasting, and sometimes demanding, ~nd my job st the Torctical
School enjoyable, I don't think that thare is any duty an officer hss
that gives more satisfaction thon that of company comm-nder, T think
this is bocruse of the close personal contacts with the men. T don't
think this is possible for battallon »nd regimental commanders in the
same deguree,

Company B had orijinally been the datiomal Gusrd com-any from
Churleston, 3. C., nrd a f3w of the older senior non-cams still ratsined

thair Charlestan ncernts, &s sonn os [ lerened ta sy "news-vepper" for
newsezper and "Brt-ry" for Bottery, we ot 2laong just fine, Tt was good
to see my uld friend Lt. D.ckerson wgnin. “la h~d storted out tigather

in Compay L, irrl w s in Comgany € at a nearby c-mr but l-ter c=me to
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Lieutenant Colonel Carl Stenersen

Roynl Norwegian Army

requests the company of

Lontnin IMIGIL L. ARYAL

on Friday afterncon, 9 July 1943

- at
a Farewell Party
Four to Six 0'Clock
in

~

The Norwegian Quarters Cahp Herskola
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Comprny B ~after we ot to gnzl-nd. The oflicors of Comnany B raaren Lus,
Hammond, VYollack, Sponcor, sund Dveroy, Thes Vot el v Db, ikeChass,

The Army Air Corws fizld at ierl~vik wns o vary lorgo base
and wzs the main refueling ~nl rest ston on the nartharn route for all
of the bombers and othar large nlanes being forried to Zng’2nd. for the
massive raids over France, Italy ~nd-Gormany thrt did so much to bring
about Germany's defert.

The main mission of Company B and the other commanies of the
1st Battalion was to furnish nerimeter security for the asirfield, but
with the allies beginning to contain cnemy subm~rine activity, and
gaining control of the Atl-ntic, there wes little vossibility of any
action 2sainst the base,. Consequently, we zoon found that our real job
was to act as stevodores for the unlosding of suonly »nd munition ships
that crme into the little searort village of Kefl-vik, ‘Je hnd to learn
a new trade, 3Jome of the ships w=re l-rge freizhters =while others were
small chartered I[celandic trawlers thich brought f2cd »nd other supplies
around by sea from Keykjavik, rather th-n overland by truck.

I remember one rathar humorous incident when I went to the
village with a platoon from the c-moany to sur:rvise the unloading of a
trawlsr with a cargo of food., As the little ship came in towrrds the
dock I could ses throuzh my field glssses »n Americsn lizutenant stand-
ing at the rail in the bow, “then they were ~2longside the dock and tied
up, the lieutenant hopned ashore nnd I could soe thzt he ~as just » kid,
but wore the wheel ensignia of the Transmortation Corws, I thought --
fine, hers's a qualified officer to ovarsez a (quick unloading, =2nd we
can soon be back at camp and out of the wind, The lizuten-nt c-me up
and saluted and asked if he could have 2 word with me in nrivate, ‘e
walked a little way up the dock, aw2y from the others, and he tnld me
that he was just out of 0.C.S. (Officers Candidate School) 2nd hnad been
immedistely assigned to the transcortation corps ~nd shipped out. He
sald that he' had only been in Iceland three days ~nd hadn't the slight-
est idea how to go about getting the ship unloaded, My thoughts flashed
back to the Batory, and I could imagine how he felt, I told him not to
worry, we would take care of everything, but first we would ga to a
shack at the end of the dock and have a cun of coffce and, ~fter he had
gotten warm, we would come back snd he could watch the unloading with
me, I told him he could then ses just how it wnrs done 2and no one wpuld
ever know the diffarence, Actually, it was no "big deal" to unload the
small ship, All that w~s needed to do was trke the hatches nff,spre~d
a cargo net on the bottom of the hold, stack the boves of rations on the
nat, pull the four ecornarsflip, nush a2 hcok on the end of a hoist calile
through the mesh at the corners, a2nd hoist 2way, The loaded n:t vas then
swung over the dogck, lowarzd, the net swread, =2nd the boxas c-rried off
or nut on a2 conveyor to the trucks at the end of the dock., ALl it took
was a little time and hard work, I knew our nlatoon s-rgeant knew just
how to do this so [ told him to go ahead with the unloading and walked
off with the Tronsportation livutenant. He seemed very appreciative,
but I hope he didn't think everything hs did was Zoing to be that easy
As you cin see, it is the sergeants that renlly run the army, »nd I i
think the licutenant learn.d this for the first time, :
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I remembor ono other 1littlo incident -- nls¢"hnn e Wro un-
loading a ration shir, [ wont down bto tho dock to soo how tho work wns
g2tting on, Zverytning seemed to be going smoothly, so I turned and
started back, when I haard a loud thump followed by loud cheering,
laughtar and hand clanping. “hat hed hannened was that one corner of a
cargo net had torn out of the hook and snilled the cartons of rations,
Some of the cartons had broken open =nd the c~ns they contnined were
scattared over the dock 'nd m ny had fallen into the water.. I couldn't
figure out why that hod secmed so funny to the men, ~nd wrs 2bout to
play the "heavy" C.0. and h-ve n few words with them, when the sergeant
in chorge of the det2il showed me ono of the czns, It w2s sn>m, so I
couldn't help but “augh myself. Actually, swm w2sn't -1l that bad, it
was just that we had to eat so much of it. I guess the men fe't the
score wias evensd up a little,

It was a little harder job for us to unload a munitions ship,
I romember one medium sized Dutch froighter of about 4000 tins th-t h-d
a full load of zeriazl bombs for the antisubmarine bombers stationed at
the Keflavik zirbzse. These coasisted of 250, 500, and 1000 nounders
with the heavier onss at the bottom of the holds., We had a time limit
for unloading this particular shio, since she had to bs unloaded in time
to join a convoy that was sailing in a short time. We h~d to be a
little more careful in this tyne of work and t-ke c-re to center ezch
load in the hold before hoisting out to keeo it from swinging end strik-
ing the hatch coamings. When this did haonen thsre "~s usually a loud
clang and 2 little breath holding., Actually it wazsn't all th-t dangerous
since the bombs were not armed when stored in the hold, but I was always
a little relieved when the job was over. Most aerial bombs had fairly
thin shells filled with T.N.T., which is short for trinitrotoluene, and
require fuses and boosters to set them off. They wsre stored separately
from the bombs, and later screwed into the nnses 2nd tails of the bombs.
The fuses were armed (activnted) by small pronellers ~hich turned as the
bombs fell. Vithout fuses or blasting caps T.MN.T. is fairly stable, but
not always predictable, It can sometimes be melted at low heats, and
sometimes can withstand a hammer blow, I sry sometimes bec-ouse I certain-
ly wouldn't try it.

‘Qur usuel proctice when unlordins bombs of the sizes carried
by the Dutcia shin was to hoist out loads of four 250 vounders, three
500 pounders, and two 1000 pounders, ‘“fhen we were absut h-1f way through
unloading the 1000 wounders [ looked =t my watch and realized that we
would never finish ln time for the ship to make the convoy de~dline un-
less we could spesed things up., The obvious anser2r wzs to st-rt holsting
out three 1000 pounders 2t a time. I remember having a lot of "what if"
thoughts -- what if the weight was too great, 2nd the hoist failed and
the bombs fell through the bottom of the ship, or if in some 'y the
bombs detinnted., I even thousht of all the reports and "answer-by-en-
dorsements" I would have to make in explaining how it hoppened, Then I .
remember thinking, "what the heck", if the worst hnppaned, which nrobebly
wouldn't, nobody would be around for any paver work, After checking with
the ship's first ofticer on the safe stress load of the hyilst cables, we
startad hoisting out three 1000 nounders at 2 time, As an anticlimax
we finished the job, the ship m~de the convoy, and we went ba s

rck to cam
for a late, late sunrer, I was glad to got that one behind us, 3
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Baforo leaving Iceland I bought a leather bound oicture book
entitlsad "Island I' Myndum" (Through Iceland -ith o Csmora), It is at
my house in Havrtsville and you might enjoy looking at pictures of many
of the plac:s L nave written about.

It wss now tlie to leave Iceland -- we hnd been thare for
fourteen months,

For the secorid tine*in a few months I raceived what was to
prove to be a very intaresting assignment. I becems 3 member of the
advance norty for our regimont’s move to England, The advance »arty con-
sisted of two !lajors, Benton and Monteith, two Cartains, Gasterfield and
I, and eizhteen sargeants, [ temporarily turnsd over command of my
company to the exscutive officer, and sailed with the ~dvence =~rty on
a small MNorwegian coastal passenger and cargo vessel three weeks ahead
of the regiment. This was in late October 1943,

I don't remembrr the namz of the little H-rwegian ship but she
was anothor that had bseen at sea when the Germsns inveded Norway, and
was of about 1500 tons, with a Horwegisn crew, includi-g three womcn
stewardesses, i

I think that I would be well to vause here to admit that for
the next two years I went to so many nlaces, and did so many things, that
.my memory is now a little hazy as to exzct dates, names of shins I
travaled on, and even the haomes of soms of tha nlaces I was stationed,
However, I bolievs.thct I can remember wost of them,, :

The Horw;kian ship sailed in convoy with- five small cargo

ships, with an excort of four British corvets, These ; 1ittls warshins

" werse the work horses of the convoy system,  They ' were only about 200
feet long, but had'high forecastles (bows) and could operate in rough
seas, They werc lightly gunned, but carried a good many depth charges,
and woere designed for antisubmarine work, With Britlsh crews they were
superb and contributed much to the winning of the war in securing the ~
Allies 1ife 1line of food and supplies. Unlike most troop shins we were
not crowded, since there was only our advance party and about 125 air-
corps, personnel aboard, which m2de things mvre comfortable,

Considering that we were in the North Atlantic in the fall,
our 1little ship was fairly seaworthy , and we had a £3irly comfortable
passage, That'isn't to say we didn't have to hold on when she rolled,
The cabins were small and the bunks had rails around them like hospital
beds, to keep us from rolling out. The dining solon stretched the
entire width of the ship forward, just under the ship's officer's
quarters and the bridge,  We missed our American rations -- even the
spam, Our rations were British., For example, I remember a typical
breakfast consisted of .smoked herring, hash bro'm potatoes, porridge
(something like oatmeal) with powdered milk, brown bread, and thick,-
sweet, hot tea, Ieals were served cafeteria style and often we had to
hold on to the door ‘frame when we came in, wait for the down roll. and
then make a dash for . . the serving counter, After helping our 515t35
we had to wait for the roll again, and make it to our benches to oat i
It was on this ship that I ate tho first of many, many servi ¢
Brussels sprouts I was to consume before leaving Sngland Iniﬁizk that!
why today I can't work up any enthusiasm over the little cabbages, :
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Yo had no eneny alr or submarine contacts until we wero
apiroaching the northern coast of Scotland, About an hour before sun-
down on our last night out, a British Southerlind flying boat, which had
met the convoy to fly air cover, flew over the convoy and signaled with
blinker 1lights that it had spotted a U-boat on the surface following the
convoy about ten miles behind. It had immediately dived, which meant
that submerged it would be slowed down considerably. ile were at sunner
at the time, and the ship's caotain told us that it would be d~rk in an
hour’s time, and then a few hours later we would be between the outer and
inner Hebrides Islands and in safe watsrs, Because of this, he felt the
U-boat had no chance of catching up in time to make an attock, This, of
course, proved to be the case, At daylight we were behind the outer
Hebrides, and the beginning of a very enjoy~ble and scenic cruise through
the inland waterway of the west coast of Scotl-~nd.

Because of the small size of our ship, we were able to sail
through the channels and estuaries of the many small islands along the
steep and rocky coast of Scotland. In some places the chennels were
only a few hundred yards wide and it was like a trip through ancient
history. The weather was clear and sunny and we could ses close up many
of the old ruins and castles of the old Scotish knights along the rugged
shore. Further inland we could sece the beautiful green rolling hills, and
in the distance the mountains of the highlands. There was no threat from
submarines and we needed no escort. e had left the convoy and were pro-
ceeding alone, It was like a luxury cruise at government expense, and all
we had to do was rolax and enjoy it. Had we been on a larger ship we
would have missed it all.

We continued on south into the Irish Sea and along the English
coast. Just at dusk we came into the small port of Fleetwood, which is
a short way above the English west coast resort of Blackpool. It had just
turned dark when we tied up at the dock, and we had to unlo~d in the dark
because of the black-out. We were aided by a half moon, but we funbled
around a bit in unfamiliar surroundings, It was a real treat to hear
English spoken again by the British guides that met us, and the workers
on the docks, Our party was given orders to proceed by train to lLondon
and rerort to S.H.,A.E.F. (Supreme Headquarters Allied Exrsditionsry F>rces)
headquarters on Grosvenor Square which was just ncross from the American
Embassy.

We were soon aboard our first English train and on our way,
Like many other things, the English trains were entirely diffsrent from
our American ones. They were much smaller and ran on narrow guage tracks.
At that time the engines were steam. and the crrri»ges, or psssenger cars,
were made up of small compartments running completely across the cars,
with seats f2cing each other, and doors opening on each side, There was
no center aisle, and no way to get from one compartment to another, Once
aboard and moving, you had to stay there until the train stopped.

All through that first night we travelled across England with the
shades pulled down on the windows, again because of the black-out. and
could see nothing of the new land that was to be our home for awhile until
daylight when we were approaching the outskirts of London. I think éh*t
we were all a bit awed to see so meny houses close together for as far(as

we could see, after the open snaces and isolation of Iceland 3ince
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London hrd few tall buildings, it was one of the largest citles in the
world as to area, and it took us qulto awhlile to ronch the conter of the

city and Waterloo Station,

“then we reached the station and got off the train, we found
ourselves in a large crowd of men, women, and children hurrying to and
from other trains, and most talking in a language we would soon learn to
understand, It w2s the largest crowd we had been in since we left the -
states, and we were glad to be in one again. Many were in the uniforms
of all the allied nations and all of the branches of the service. There
were large picture posters on the walls with captions like "loose Lips
Sink Ships" and "Is Your Trip Necessary?" The people were well dressed
and cheerful and, even though we wz2re on an island that had been at war
for four years and had been living in austbérity, I could sense a feeling
of confidence and something of the British bulldog seirit, I lesz rned to
like and resvect these people during the time I spent in England and
Northern Ireland.

On our way to headquarters we passed the ruins of many houses
and buildings that hzd been destroyed in previous air raids, and in the
parks wo could see search lights and anti-aircraft batteries which were
manned 1n some cases by mixed crews of both men and women gunners. Over-
head we could see many barrage balloons anchorod by cables, They were
sausage shaped and filled with ges and were strggered at random heights.
These were to keep the German raiding bombers and fighters from making
low level attacks. Everything we saw wns very businesslike,

When we got to headquarters we expected to rec:ive new orders
telling us where our regiment would be stationed, and get our own movement
orders, B our surprise we found no one seemed to be exvecting us, even
though we showed them our movement orders from Iceland. This probably
wasn't too unusual with the hundreds of units that were on the move.

The sergeants were sent to a nearby transit quarters and mess, and we

four officers were sent to a civilian hotel call®*Bailey's on Gloucester
Road which was about two miles away., We were instructed to telephone
S.H.A,E.F. headquarters once each day at 10 AM to enquire about our orders,
otherwise we were entirely on our own, We expected to receive our orders
in a dey or two at the most, but actually we didn't get them for elght
days; so for that time we had absolutely nothing to do,exceot for our
daily call , but sightsee in London and go to the thenter 2nd vubs at
night -- quite a deal -- and you c»n bet we crammed in as much as we

could after our long stay in the "boon-docks",

When we left headquarters for the Bailey's Hatel, I stayed be-
hind to see that tune sergeants had their duffle bags and were settled in,
so the others left without me, It was night by the time I started for the
hotel, and with the black-out it was hdd to see anything, and I had no
idea how to get there except the address. I can remember clesrly every-
thing that hzopened that first night in london. I was carrying a musette
bag, g2s mask with a helmet strapped to the outside, a cartridge belt
with canteen, and a 30 calibsr Springfield rifle inste~d of the smaller
officer's carbine., There was no government transportation available -nd
I had to go by taxi, -- There I was, all by myself, wslking »round in the
black-out in the middle of london, cerrying a rifle and looking for a cab
I couldn't find any p2rked at the curb but saw several pass byain the I
street. The taxis in England during the war hed their headlights covered
but a narrow slit was left in the center which gave a dim blue 1light and
of course, everything moved slowly, 1{+QBCided that the on'y way I was '



going to got a cab was to got in tho middle of the streot, so I slumg my
rifle strap ovar my shouldar and atonead out. Sovaral full cabs prssed
and then one stopoed 'nd [ climbed in., There was anAirCorns lieutenant
with his arm in a sling with a young English girl already in the cab, and
it was they who stopped the cab for me and offerad to share it, The
cabby knew where the hotel was o~nd the lieutenant insisted on dropoing

me off thare. He told me that he had been stationed at ~n airfield not
far from london for about thrse months, but thrt about two weeks before
his plane had been hit by shrapnel from a near shell burst and he had
gotten a small piece in his arm, so he had beengiven leave, I was cer-
tainly thankful to get the 1ift and wish I had gotten the lieutenant's
name., I got to the hotel about 9:30 PM. It had been a-long dzy =nd T
was ready for a good night's sleep; so after a late supoer I turned in.
Major Benton and I were sharing a room which had comfortsble twin beds --
the first real bad I had slept in since I left home,

We had just dropred off when the air raid sirens startod sound-
ing off all over the city. Soon we could hear the angines of the German
bombers high overhead, and then the anti-aircraft boatteries in the nearby
park began to fire. Shortly after that we could hear the explosions of
sticks of bombs falling in the distance. Fortunately, none fell close,
but they certainly got my attention ~nd I was wide awake in no time., It
took me awhile to get back to sleep after the "all clear” had sounded and
the raid was over. Thus ended my first day in London,

After breakfast, when we were talking to the hotel man-ger, he
told us that by the middle of 1941 the Germans had lost so many bombers
that the Blitz begzn to taper off and, for a long while, only a few planes
were raiding London frm time to time. Iowever, he sald that for the last
month small groups of bombers had been coming over nightly, between 10 PM
and widnight, and he h~d forgotten to tell us that whzn » raid »lert
sounded gussts of the not2l ware roguested to take shilter in tho base-
ment or in the underground (subway) which had entrance acras: th: =strect
intersection in front of the hotel -- all in a very mstter-of-frct, con-
versational menner, This is what I liked about the English., They had been
living so close to the war for so long they had learned to cone in a calm
unruffled manner. England being such a small islanl, a bomber could be
over London just a few minutes after crossing the channel coast; so some-.
times thers wasn't time for wmuch of a warning after it was smotted. 'Well,
the man-ger was right -- the raiders did come over about 10:00 or 11 PM
every night we were in london., ‘e woera usually in a thezater or on the
street when thsse occured. You could ses the first ssarchlight that picked
up a bomb2r, psss it on to others ~hen it began to gat out of range, while
all the while the ack-acks were banging away, In the theater, the nicture
would be interrunted and a sign was fl-shed on the screen --"an alert h:s
been sounded", Howevzar, about the only ones who lsft were nsonle with
teen aged children, After awhile, another sign was flashed on the screen -
“The all cloar has buen sounded”, It took a little getting used to, .

Although mony of the childron in London had been moved to small
towns In the country side, whero thoay wero safor, there werse still a g&od
many left in the city. Triple tisred bunks with m-ttress pads h-d been
plécod alonyg the w2lls of the underyround stations, and peools -vith 1ittl
children brought them sach night at bedtime, in the hore of getting b d°
before a raid hnd started. Those that couldn't find n.bunk ﬁ"ed tﬁa? ‘
blanksts ~nd pillows and slept on the stens le~ding démn VaJu0 d tir
underground mazny timss at night 3-ing to ond from gur hoéclvsnddit m 3

ms vory sad to sze the little onas trying to sleep behind neﬁsonﬂersq °



hangling over ths bunk frames to salold thelr eyes from the orightly 1it
station, with crowds pasainz and sith the noisa of prssing trains. I
wes thankful that my own peopnls wuroe so Lar awny Lrom  the war,

One night I want to s stige play entitled "Love for Love" at
tho old New Ilarket Theater which is just down the strect from Flccadilly
Circus. This was a very old thouater in which somz of 3hrkes-eare's
plays were first shown. I have forgotten what the play was about, but
the actors wera good and I enjoyed it very nuch,

Like the tourists in uniform we were, we s2w 211 the sights of
London -- Westminstsr Abby, St, Paul's Csthadral, the Tower of London,
and, of course, the changing of the zuard 2t Buckinghsm Palace, During
wartime, the guard change was informal rather than formsl and the uni-
forms were what the British called battledress, and not ths scarlet
blouss, blua troussrs and bearskin shakoes of the dress unilorm that is
worn in peace time, There was field music (drums and bugles) instead of
a band, but it was still a "good show", as the British would say,

The Bailey's ilotel was 2n old hotel built in 1870 and still
retained some of the elegance of the period. It w2s one of the first in
London to have an "ascending room", as elevartors wers than called, The
rooms wore large by Znglish stand-rds ~nd the f.,0d in the dining room was
exceptionally good, but included the ever present 3Brussels sorouts. In
spite of the black-out we had n» difficulty going to and from, since we
travelad on the undsrground which was brightly 1it ~nd the entrance was
just across the street, e usually got back at night after the raids, so
it was quiet for the rest of the night and we slespt soundly.

Howaver, all good things must come to an end, and on the
eighth day we learned that the regimant would bs stationed at Yeovil
England and got our travel orders, The sergecants had been enjoying them-
salves too, particularly with no officers around to think un things for
them to do, We picked thom up, got on the train 2gain at “aterloo Station
and were off to joln the army again. I think that we were 3ll sorry to
sze it end,

‘I hope that what I have written his let you sez a little of
what London was like in wartime, I never did zat back again during the
war, but I havse been back twice slnce then with Nanny -- oncs when Blair
was in the navy and stationod at the naval headquarters in London, end
once on business., Nanny and I even had dinner one svening at the
Bailey's Hf21 whila we werc tharo, It brought back mmany memories,

Our trip by train toYeovil -was during d2ylizht and we got to
see something of the beautiful English counrtyside., It wss just as you
would picture it with rolling hills, winding country lanas with vine
covered stone w21lls, and houses vith straw thatched roofs -- exactly 1liks
a page out of Dickans.Yeovil. was about 125 mies south—est of Tondon ‘
and about 25 miles un from the south coast., Our rezimant was to be
quartered in barrocks in one -~art of a British camo on.the outskirts of
the town, which had a ponulation of about six thousand, Our advznce
party arrived about tsn diys ahead of the regimont and we stayed oretty
busy until their arrivsl: drawing cots, bedding, kitchen supclies, etc
and assigning units to barracks. . o
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Tho regiment arrived, settled in and wondarad *hat waa in atore
next. It swemod to us that hoadquartors in London still didn't seom to
know just what to do with us. I took over command of Co., B again on its
arrival and we began making conditioning road morches and fisld training
in the nearby countryside and on the plateau of a large low hill not far
from the camp. This hill had interesting old Roman ruins of fortifications
datingback to the occupation of England by Roms, During our broaks we
spent our time exnloring these. The English people were vary friendly and
did all’they could to make us feel at home. We also found that they had a
keen sense of humor, British humor was a a little different from ours,

It was more subtle and roefined, and somstimes we had to do a "double-
take" befors we got the voint and shared a good laugh,

Christmas time came and many families ofYeovil invited members
of the regiment to Christmas dinner. I think trat they realized how much
it meant to us to be with a family at that time. I was invited to have
dinner with Mrs. and Mrs. Lufman »nd their two teenage children. It was
a very happy occasion for me. The next best thing to belng with Nanny and
1little Margarsat. Mr . Lufman had been with the British Army in India
during wWorld Yar I ard he and Mrs. Lufman were gr:cious hosts. Considering
the food shortages of the ti-e, we had a delicious meal. I remember thst
for dessert we had a real nlum oudding with hard sauce, Mrs. Lufman ex-
plained that somewhere ia tho pudding was a silver sixnence oiece (about
the size of our dime) and that the operson who found it in their helping
would be blessed during the coming year. She said thzt this w2s an old
English custom, Of course you kmow who got the sivpence. [ kept it for
many years until unfortunately it was misplaced. I wsnt back to s=ze the
family several times befors I left Yeovil and took them some cigarsttes
and candy from our Post Exchange, It was certainly good to visit in a
home again,

The regiment tried to show its apnreciation by having a childrens
Christmas party and about two hundrod of tho little ones came -with their
parents, . At least, one parent came, since many of their fathers -rere away
in the British army. One of our chanlains w»s master of ceremoniss, anrd a
stout officer was dressed as Santa Claus, or Father Christmss 2s he was
called in England. He gave out nrosants of toys and candy. It was a real
Joy to see thae little facss light un. I am sure though that we enjoyed ths
party much more than the children. Three 1little boys got up and sang for
us, The oldest was about eight years old and sang the pocular wartime song
"White Cliffs of Dover" in his precise little English voice., I think that
there was a 1ittle moisture in many of our eyos when ha had finished, We
could almost see the blue birds over the white cliffs. A little girl of
about six then recited a posm., All of the children were very grown-up and
polite and seemed to appreclate comin: to our varty,

Speaking of English children -- I remember one day my comnany
was feeding in the field and some little boys and girls c-me over from a
nearby village and gazed longingly at some canned peaches and vlums that
wara bolpg served., Some of the boys loanad them their mess kits and the
cooks yave esch of the children a genorous heloing. I was sitting on a
bank where they couldn't sec me and enjoyed watching them, After they had
finished they went over to the messkit washing 1ine and very carafully
washed the messkits that they had used before returning them., A1l Ameri-
can soldiers seemed to love to have childran around, and I saw similar
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incidents repeated many times later in france and Goranny,

One thlng that wos hard tor us to get usod to was the Engllsh
money, e had just begun to gst usad to Icel-ndic currency when "bang",
we had to learn a new money systam all over agiin. In ¥nzland it was
pounds, shillings and nence. The pound was a paper n»hte which w2s then
worth §%.03 in our dollars ~nd cents, Twenty shillings m~ds a ~ound, and
twelve pence (nennies) made a shilling, The cnglish -enny w2s a coocer
coin about the size of our fifty cent oniece and was worth two of our
pennies. Can you imagine how unhandy it was to carry many of these big
heavy English pennies around in your nockets? At le-st they gave us a
rich feeling. To further complicate matters thsre was = ten shilling
paner note, a sllv:r metal half crown (2% shillings or 2 shillings, 6
aonce), a silver metal florin (2 shillings),a bob (1 shilling), a silver
six pence, a cooper three oence piasce with flat edges, also referred to
as a "tu'pence" and a cooper half venny commonly called a "h»'oenny”.

Oh well, }ou get the idea, The symbol for the round was "E" ond the
penny "d", so two pounds, 2 snillinjs, 2 pence would be written
242s-2d, S

A number of years after the war the pound w2s develuated to
about half its value comoared to our dollar, and now they have chsnged
to the metric systom., A very wise move in my opinion. Incidentally,
I nzver learned to multiply and divide English currency.

Another thing that we had to get used to was the system of
inglish weizht. I remembzr getting on some scales to weigh myself and
found that the weight was given in stones instzsd of opounds, I later
learned that tnere are 14 >f our pounds to @ stons,

Ve wera not st-tioned very long in Yeoviland , shortly aftsr
Christmas in January 1944, Headquarters apparently decidzd hat our
mission was nsxt to be, Vle were to train oarstroon replacement in ins
fantry tactics, in Horthern [reland, so the repimeng/wns soon on its way
to the land of my ancasters, {less the 2nd Battalion

Vle went by tra2in up through the entire length of E£ngland, into
Scotland, and on to the ferry terminal at FPort Patrick on the [rish Sea
onposite Belfzst Lough (bay). We rcached the terminal at dusk on a rainy
windy night, and boarded sn English f2rry for the crossing., I thsught
that L[ had been in a few rough sz2as before, bu:i nothing like thot cross-
ing of thne Irish Sea, As soon as the ship cleared the breskwater I sat
down on the deck in the lounge, wrap-ed one leg sround a tsble leg
and stayed there. Fortunatsly, it was the narrowest -art of the Sea --
about 25 miles, and as soon as w2 got into the protected wators of Belfast
Iough the sea quisted and we dock/3h 2s1fast with considerable relief,

Whenever I think of tihe bsautiful green rolling countryside.of
Ireland, and the Irish people, I will always think of the lovely Irish
music and its descriptive lyrics:

"When Irish eyes are smiling, sure
Tis like a morn in spring

In the 1ilt of Irish laughtar
Ye can hear the zngels sing. "

That certainly sumied un my feeling:s after I had been in Ireland for a
few wmonths I found the noople morae like our own southern peonole than
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any I met in my travels, and ivsn [ hear and read about tho troublas thoy
arn now having In Horthoren Leclard L oam sad for thom,  dven though tho
soutnern part of I[relsnd 4as a republic and neutral during the war , ~nd
there were provably strong feeling in northern Ireland, there apoeared to
be a mutual understanding for a pause in thelr differences for the dur-
ation of the war. At any ratz, I saw no avidence of bitternsss in that
part of Wortuern [roland I was in, and was certainly treated royally by
all the people [ had contact -1ith.

The regiment disembarked Ln Belfast and movad by truck to the
various British comvs we were to take over. Th=se were costly scottered
along the shore of Belfrst Lough, and tetween the little seanort of Bangor
on the laugh 2nd thu town of Hewtownards about ten miles to the south on
Stranaford Lough.

In Britain during the war large land ownsrs of estates -nd
merbers of the nobility gave the government the risht to build cem-s on
their property as part of thsir contrioution to the war effort and, in
some instances, even gzve their manor houses for use of the rrmed forces,

Each of the camps in Northern Irelond consisted of 2 barracks
area for the replacemant trainees ~nd their renlacement derot officers,
and a sevarate area for the training troo's from our regiment, /e had
no administrative respo .sibility of the trainecs, which suited us fine.
Because of our tr-ining mission the rogimont was scotterad over n rathor
large area, with one nlatoon or two platoons of a company in each of the
camps. This was a desirable situation for our young liecuten-nts, who in
many instances found themselves with inderendent commands. One of the
platoons of my company was miles away on the other side of Bslfsst Lough,
and I didn't see them 2gain until we were rsady to leave, Another olatoon
w3s about five miles away, and [ recall that its lieutenant h»d his
quarters in a beazutiful old manor house with large marble st-irways, a
large ballroom and 2 rose garden, It could have been the "life of Riley"
had there been any way of heating it. He did have a small trash burner
in his room, though,and seemed pretty imoressed with the who'e thing,

.- I had my company hesdquarters and the two other platoons on the
estate of Lord Dufferin called "Clandesboy", and which was one of the larger
replacement camps and I think one of the best, with a large recre:stion
hall and its own telephone exchange. The men of the ccm-any lived in
Nissen huts and I lived, with the other officers of the comnany, in the
estate's gatechouse at the mein eontrance, This was a comforteble old
two-story brick building with low ceilings, which made the snall rooms
easy to heat with trash burners. There was a sm3all sitting room down-
stairs and what was once a kitchnen and a lsrge w~sh room. e heated our
water for bathing in a large open top vat with a hinged to-, ond s ate
our meals in the company sess. Shortly oefore we left Inglond, Lt.
Dicicerson was transferred to B. Com~any and becamo second in command., I =
shared a room with him in the gatehouse. Since we started out together
at Fort Jackson three years o:fore it s good to be with him again, He
did his ususl excellent job, and was z great help in running the company,

I didn't realizethst [ had stenpoed 2 i
until I made my courtesy call at the manor hoize{aihgé;kui: Zifza;{’l

about five or six hundred yards behind the gatohouse. Lord Dufferin was
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with the British Army in Burma and Lrdy Dufforin was staying with rolatives
in Balfast, ut hor socratary anl houselkoooor worlcomadd mo and tnviled me
to tea., She also showed me over the manor house and told me that it had

been in Lord Dufferin's family for generations, She sugvested that I

would be intzrested in a stone tower on a lake near the east edge of the
estate, Shs said that it had been built by lord Dufferin's great-grand-
father for his great-great-grandmother Helen. The noxt day I m2de it s
point to visit the tower and was fascinated by what I found. The tower

was circular and built entirely of stone, four stories high and about
twenty-five or thirty feet in’'diameter at the base, and slightly tap-red
toward the top. It was built on the bank of a beautiful 1little lake.

There was a soiral stairway extending through each of the floors, which
were furnished as sewing, reading, and sitting rowms, I climbed the stairs
and from the top, toward the east, I could see the Irish Sea snd in the far
distance a smudge which was Scotland, ‘“hat fascinated me most w=s a bronze
plaque on the wall of the top room with a poem by the well-known English
poet Alfred Lord Tennyson of the early and middle 1300's., You will have
probably studied his poems in your English literature classes in school.

I memorized the poem and it is as follows:

Helen's Tower

Helen's Towsr, here I stand,
Dominant over sea and land,
Son's love built me, and I hold
Mother's love in letter'd gold,
Love is in and out of time,
I am mortal stone and lime,
Would my granite girth were strong
As either love, to last as long!
Tennyson
Viritten at the request of my friend, Lord Dufferin,

It was not until over forty years later, wnen I began writing this, that
I found in one of Tennyson's collections of poems, this same poem with
reference to notes in the back of the book, These notes included a cooy
of a letter written by Lord Dufferin's great grandfather to the poet
Tennyson, I thought that it might be of some interest to you so I am
quoting it also:

!

My dear Mr, Tennyson -- I wonder if you will think me very presumnutous
for doing what at last, after many months' hesitation, [ have determined
to do,

You must know thzt hzre in my park in Ireland there rises s high hill,
from the top of which I look down not only on an extensive tract of Irish
land, but slso on St. George's Channel, a long blue line of Scotch ceast,
and the mountains of the Isle of Man,

On the summit of this hill I have built an old-world tower which I have
called after my mother "Helen's Tower",

In it I have placed on a golden tablet the birthday verses which my

mother wrote to me on the day I came of age, and I have srared no o2ins in
beautifying it with all imaginable devices. In fact my towsr is a little
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“palace of Art". Baneath is a rough outline ol its form and situ-tion,.

Now there is only ons thing wanting to mzke 1t a perfect little gem of
architecture and decoration and tnat is "a volce". It is now ten years
since it was built and all that time it has stood silent. Yet if he chose
there is one person in the world able to endaw it with this rriceless gift,
and by sending me some little short-distich for it 4o cron it forever
with a glory it cannot otherwise obtain, and render it a memorial of the
personsl friendship which its builder felt for the great opoet of our age.

Yours ever,

Dufferin "

¢landeboy was the nearest camp to the little town of Newtowonards
which was six miles to tha south. As far as I could determine we wers
the first American troops in that part of Ireland and I believe that both
we and the Irish people were wondering what manner of peoole esch of us
were, e found out very soon, and I belisve to the pleasure of both of us,

On the first Sunday in our new camp I went into town for church
services and to look things over, I wss lookinz for a Church of England
which is very much like our Episcopal Church in this country. I couldn't
find one by church time but I did find a Presbyterian Church which I de-
cided to go to. '“hen I went in and started toward a seat, the minister
came from the front of the church to meet and wolcome me, sas did a number
of the congregation. They recognized my uniform , which during wa2rtime I
had to wear all the time, After the service the minister invited me to
his home for lunch, as did several of the elders and others, but I had to
decline sincs I had promised the other officers of the company le-ve for
that afternoon and had to get back so they could get away, Rev, Boyd was
the minister's name and he asked mae to come back the next Sunday 2nd bring
a truckload of the men, and he would arrange for the ladies of the church
to serve them lunch after church., I decided right then that Newtownards
would be a very suitable leave town, and so it proved to be. Shortly the
men of the company laid claim to it as their own. There w2s none of the
"honky-tonk" atmosrhere like in the towns that surrounded many of the
army posts in the States , and even thougn I sent s two man military
police patrol to Newtownards each night, I am very pleased to sry that
in all the time we were stationed at Cl2ndeboy we had no disturbances of
any consequences -- even in the "pubs" after a few pints. I think that
the men realized that the people of Newtownards wanted them to feel wel-
comed, and acted accordingly.

You may be interested in he-ring about the public houses, or
"Pubs" as they are c2lled in the British Isles. These go way back in
history to the days when people traveled by horse drawn coaches betwean
towns, and were actually stopover inns for resting, and sleecing, and
eating, and drinking, Every town or village that I visited had at lesst
one "Pub" where the people gathered before sunper and in the evening to
drink mcostly beer and ale, and visit until bedtime. There were rcoms
where ladles were welcomed, with usually an open fireplace where adult
members of familles could meet to talk. There was usuzlly also one or
more dart boards which were kepot in use most of the time, 2nd were much
enjoyed, I wish that we had "Pubs" in this country; with the fri-ndliness
that goes with them. They aren't like our nightclubs or bars in this

country and the drinking was more of an oxcuse Just to be thers. Many
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times I saw people just sit and "nurse" a pint of beor or ale for an hour
or more while they nibbled on chaese and bread s»nd discussed tha day's
evonts. Hention "Pub" to a solaicr who hes servod An seitaln and watch

his eyes light uv.

Ve alternated lesve among the men and every night there were
American uniforms throughout the town. It was somothing for them to enjoy
after the isolation of Iceland and to feel a cart of family life agzin.
I didn't realize how firmly sstablished the men had mz=de themselves until
about two weeks had passed, I thought it would be a big morale booster
to have a dance for the comnany, which was semething we h-d not dane since
loaving the States. e already had the use of the big recreation hall, so
I got part of our regimental band to agree to come and olay dnnce music,
The mess sergeants and cooks fixed soma cakes nnd punch, ~nd -ith a few
colored paner decorations we were all sst to go -- except for giq}s, I
thought. I had invited the regimental commrnder 'nd a few other Jigni-
taries", and authorized trucks to go to Hewtownards te pick up any dates
the boys mizght have managed. I didn't think th-t we had been nzar Newton-
ards long enouzh for the men to establish what m_ght be termed "meaninzful
relationships” with the girls of the town, so [ invited =2 whole com-any of
"Ats", with their officers, so 2s to be sure that there ware enoughyoung
ladiss, "Ats" were what the British women soldiers were called, and stood
for Army Territorial Service., They were like our "Wacs". I remember
thinking, "wWell, I'va got everything covered." Boy, was I wrong. The
comnany trucks to Mewtownards had to make two trips. I be'ieve every
single man in the company.and soma that weren't.hnd arranged a date. It
wasn't a matter of not having enough girls as I fearad, With the comnany
of Ats and the young ladies from the town they were"running out of sur
ears"”, I'll never doubt the abilities of the American soldier again,
Evaryons sz=emed to enjoy themselves and our first social venture aonearsd-
tn be a success.

I remember with zreat pleasure my own a-soclation with the
people of the town, rarticularly one 3und-y 2voning when [ was invited to
nigh tea by irs, & ilrs. MacIlvaine who were memvers of the Frssbyterisn
Church., They were middle azed, and short, snd stout, and {irs. MacIlwaine
was a wonderful cook, I remember cloarly th2t enjoyable afternoon, High
tea in Irsland and England is a little more than just tea and cookies. It
is more 1like an early light supper. ‘!Je had tea, a meat ois -- rabbit, I
think -- saveral kinds of hot bread, swvest jams and j2llies and to ton it
off a deliclious apple pis, ilso nresent 2t the table wwas an eighty year
oldmusic teachor, Sir Henry Hathews. He told a number of humorous Irish
stories and ,after we had eaten, played the oinno and Mr. MacI[lwaine sang
some old Irish songs for me. Anmong them was "Father O'Flynn", a song
about a lovable old prisst who used the rod to saforce his idea of the
rizht way to live, and that beautiful Irish b-1llad "“hare the Mountains
of Hourne Sweep Down to tho Sea", This tells the story of a young Irish
1sd who goas to London on a visit and tells -bout it to his girl who lives
at the end of the Mountailn of Mourne ne-r the Irish Sea., The first verse
in his letter went like this: .

Sure, Hary, this London But there's gangs of them

Is a wonderful sight, Dizging for gold in the street,
Jith the peonle here working At 'oast whoan [ asked them

By day and by ni:;nt, That's what [ was tald
They don't plant potatoes S0 I just tonk a h-nd

Nor barley nor wheat,
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In tho d),ping for pzold,
Bat, For all that [ Found thorn
I might as well bo,
Wnere the mountains 0'Mourne
Sweedo down to the sea."

Those were the low mountains that I could see about twenty-five miles

to the south of Newtownards along the bordoer baotween Horth-zrn Ireland
and tho Republic of Irsland,or Zire 25 it was called in the Gaellc
language. Later I bought sheet music of these two songs I heard that
evening and brought them home with me. I gave them to little Maryaret

a few years ago, Of course, she's a little bizper now. Get hoer to play
them for you sometiwe,

It wasn't lsng after this that I had another enjoyable ~nd in-
terasting Saturday afterncon.with friends {rom Newtownards. I was in-
vited to go rabbit hunting, Irish style, with three middle aged men from
the town. Tnis wasn't done with dogs and shotguns, but with ferrets 2nd
small square pisces of fish net, I was fascinated in watching how it was
done, One of the men had a small wood box with screening over one end
and a handls on the top in which he carried the ferret, which is a small
animal of the waasel family and about 14 inches long. They are natural
rabbit hunters, but seldom eat them. Like some bats they like to drink
the blood of their prey. They can be trained to hunt and answer to a
high pitched whistle. Another of the man carried a dozen sr so threo
foot squares of wide mesh fish net, with places of string tied to the
corners, and with the other ends of the strings tizd to an eight inch
wooden stake -- something like you would make a varachute out of a hand-
kerchief. Each man also carried a small wooden club with a leather thong
for the wrist. “hon everything was ready we wont tn ths first of several
rabbit burrows or dans which the men had nreviously located. These -iare
usually on the side of a hill where several families of rabbits had dug
a ssries of connacting tunnels,with 3 number of entrances,in which they
1lived whon not feeding. After arriying at the burrows ths men snread the
nets flat over all except one hols, and drove the stakes ints the ground
by them. My frisnd with the ferret then open/sle end of the box and let
it loosoe in the hole that was left open. They then told-rme to get down
on my knees and put my ear to the ground. hen I did this I could hear
squeals and thumping of tho rabbits as they scurried to escape the ferret
in the tunnels, e 2ll then stood up and in just a momsnt a rabbit ex-
ploded out of oneof the holes and became entangled in the net, which was
over thes hole, and was immzdiately dispatched -~with a club -nd out in a
sack, This may sound a littls cruel, but you must remembar that,with the
scarcity of meat and the the wartims rationing, rabbit meat was very
prized in [reland, also there was a shortage of shotgun ammunition, It
w1s just one of the ways the peooleof Britain survived as well as they
did during the war years., 'le got about two or three rabbits out of each
burrow, and ended up with about eight, which was enough to feed safaral
families,

Our chain of command in i rthern Ireland was rather a comoli-
cated one, Wwhile wa were still a part of the reziment, the crmoanies
and platoons in the various camps were consideroed to be on detsched duty
with the replacsmont denot which had its headquarters in Bangor, which was
under the command of a career full colonel by the name of Perddle. Col
Perddle was a little past tho sge for lina troop command, but was very X
"gung-ho" and apjearsd to think of himself 2s running a "tight ship",
He 1iked to make surprise insoectlons of the Xamos to catch them unnre



This waa soon romodiod by Lho simplo arrangomont wo m-deo with ene

parnd. At ad

of the sergsants at his hoadquartoers to toleohono the camp to be ins
a3 soon as the Colonel had left, I think that the Colonel began to got a
1ittle suspicious when things always seemed to be a little too much in
order on his arrival, At any rate, ha a-parently decided totry something
different, which led to what turnad out to be the funnisst thing that bad
happened to me in a long time, He called a meeting of all camo command-
ers of training troops one Friday morning in Bingor. ‘#hen the meeting

was over, he suggested that I send my jeep homs, and that I could ride
with him to my camp since he was going that way. He said that he had
something that he wanted to discuss. I don't know why he picked me ex-
cept perhaps that my camp was one-one of the largest., I began to "smell

a rat" but of course had no cholce in the matter, I tried to think if
everything at the camp was in order, tut it was tos late if it wasn't,
Just as we were approaching a camp about two miles from mine, with troeps
from another company, he told his driver to turn in, The first thing he
did was to stop and inspect the gate sentry, after which he turned to me
and saild for me to make a note that the sentry's shoes were not shined
properly, and he needsd a haircut. I took out my notebook ~nd did as he
said, A little farther along he saw some replacements in a fileld gathered
around an instructor., He turnad to me again, after looking at his watch,
and asked me what instruction was being given at that time., Since the
schedules in each camp were different, I knew immediately what had hapnen-
ed. The colonel had gotten mixed up and thought that he was in my camo.

I decided that it would be fun to go along with it and see what haonoened
so I told him I had no idea what the instruction was, but would be glad to
ask ths instructor if he liked. He sald not to bother, but this time he
made his own note. A short time later we arrived at tne mess hall and,
before going in, asked me what was on the menu for the day., I told him I
had no idea, but I would ask the mess sergeant if he would like me to. He
made another note. After a few more similar instances he told the driver
to stop, and turned to me and said that it seemod that I knew far too
little about what was giing on, that he was diaspoointed in me, but before
letting me out he wanted an explanation, ard that later he might requirs
it in writing., I tried to keep a straight face and said, "The exvnlanation
is simple, Colonel. This isn't my camp." He gave a sickly smile and then,
to his credit, he laughad and took me on to my camp, He never apcligized,
but then [ didn't expect him to and I never heard from the notes hs took,
I told Lt., Dickerson what had happened and Earl and I have had a good
laugh many times since then.

Speaking of how small the world is, I was called to the tele-
phone in the orderly room one evening and it was my first cousin Cant, Tom
Lide. He was a doctor with the 317th Station Hospital, which was in Bel-
fast. Tom is the son of my mother's brother and was also my roommate at
Clemson Collegeyand later got his M.D. at Duke, We made arrangements to
meet and had a fine visit talking over old times, ‘e didn't lnow it then -
but we were to mset again in southern England and spend Christmas Day
together in 1944 not long before I went to France,

One of the duties that I had to perform in Ireland was 2 very
unusual one and ons that I hadn't imaginod when I first bocame an officer
This is what it was. One of the men in the company roquestnd permission )
~ to marry a Newtownards girl. I sup~ose it was not unusual with young men
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whno had bzen away froa homs so long, and w«ilh g0 mony young 1adies of tha
town deprived of their own young men away in the British army. Requests
for marriage had to be made to the soldiosr's Commanding officer wno,
according to regulations, had to muet with the young people envolved, and
tnen racommend approval or disaprorval in writing uo through channels to
regiment, and on to the Seneral cominanding tho sector, All of this took
time, as it was designed to do, and resulted in a considerable waiting
period, and gave plenty of time for second thougnts, Overseas marri-ges
for trooos subjoct to move at any time and with the future unknown could
result in difficult situations.

In a manner of sneaking, I suopose that [ bacame a sort of
marringe counselor. I had mesmorandums suggesting nolnts to be covered
in my d4iscussions and hzd attended a lecture by the chaplains, I remember
that first meeting. It turned out to be a pleasant one. The soldiar had
arranged it and the young lady had nrerarod tea and sandwiches with the
family's best china and linen. Tha house was immnculate and there were
flowers on the tables, and the family was in their Sunday clothss,
You would have thought General Eisenhower wzs excected. First, I talked
to the young people alone and pointed out 21l the pitfalls that I could
think of, and suggested that they wait uptil the oend of the war., I wonder-
ed how much they re2lly heard of what [ said. After our talk I visited
with the family memoers and then we had tea together. we all ended up
enjoying ourselves and afterhwhile the young lady lost her nervousness
and played and sang for us.’ They were good people ~nd it would probably
have resulted in a good marriage, so I recommended av~rzval., I supnose
though that it was for the best that we left Ireland before I heard from
Sector headquarters. I have ofton wondored if any of the soldiers .ment
back after the war, or the young:ladies joined them in Americs.

There was much of history that interested me in Merthern Irelsnd,
I remembsr ona Sunday I attended servicss in a Church of Englond not faor
from the little seaport of Holleywood on the Belfast Lough, After the
services the rector was showing me over the church, which =as quite old,
Near the front entrance I noticed a charred beam sticking out of the <
masonery and asked him about it, He told me that the church hsd been
sacked and burned by Norman raiders in 1067 and, when it was rebuilt, the
charred beam was la2ft 3s a historical marksr, I w-s very imprsssed.

It w2s now time to leave Ireland »nd get on ith my story. We
had comrleted our mission of training paratroon replacements., lear the
last of May 1944 tho company assembled at Clandeboy and marcned to Bangor,
It was good to have all of the company back togethsr again, if only for a
little while, At Bangor we loaded on trucks and moved to Belfsst, where
we embarksd bn a British transport and ssildd down the Irish Sea. for an
overnight trip to England again. e disenbarked at Liverpool, which is a
short way south of Fleetwood where we landed in England the first time
From there we went by train to Chester, where we occuvied British camps.
in the arez, Again the regimant was ‘broken un into sompanies and nlatoons
and assigned to diff:rent camps. For awhile I had the whole cnmaany-at a
camp called Delamere, This was on a large estatz and the regimental head
quarters was also in the camp and quarted in the manor house Again our :
mission was replacement training. I gucss we were considcre& ex

then., In this case the replacements were infantry, so the emnhxnerts by

asis was
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on weapons training and firing. The re»son for so mcny relacements was
to bring all units uw to full stromnth and areavide renlacoments Cor the
expocted cesualtios durlng tho Lnvasion ol Lho kEurown:sn continont, whilch
was being planuned, Since we hazd not been reassigned to e division as yet,
it apoeared that we would continue tc be used os training troo-s and
would miss the invasion when it came, Since we knew we wers well trained
ourselves, and combat ready, this left us with mixed feelings., If you
were "gung-ho" there was dissapointment, but on the other hand we would
havz a better chance of surviving the war snd gatting hcme to our loved
ones. In any event, it wss out of our hands. In ths avrmy you did what-
ever was assigned without question.

Beczuse of the l-rge stockriling of arms and ~mmunition in
gngland in preparation for tho fighting in Fronce ~nd Germany, we were
able to do range firing without the restrictions we had hod in the past.
@le built our own rifle, machine gun, =2nd mortar ranges in the Chester
area and were able to give our replacements the ovoortunity to famili-rize
themselves with their weanmons, e found to our surcrise that msny of them
had very little oncortunity to fire their wea-ons before laaving the
States. It was very important for each man to zero the rifle assigned to
him and that he would carry into combat, This was done in two ways: what
was referred to as "3ighting and aiming" exercises, ~nd by actuzl range
firing 2t difierent ranges. Simoly stated this w's to allow the soldier
to know where his shct would strike when zimed rroverly. If tne shot wsas
high or low or to the right or left of the target, »djustments h-d to be
mads to elevation or windage on tho reasr sicht to bring it on target. This
was a little like what you have probably heard of as taking "Kentucky
windagse", only instead of holding the rifle to the right or left or high
or low, the allowances are made with the rear sight. Since most rifles
varied.slightly, if a new rifle was issued it had to be zeroed by the
soldier.

"Sighting and aiming" was an exzrcise designed to teach the re-
placements proper aiming and shot grouping without ~ctually firing. The
equipment used was a wooden rifle rest or holder, a box on which 3 sheet
of paper was thumbtacked, and a sheort stick with a small metal round bliack
disk at the end with a hole exactly in the centar. Ths ronlacement lay in
the crone position with his cheek ag=inst the rifle stock in an 3iming
position, with one of our training coac:es sitting beside him, Another man
sat on the box about ten yards in front of the rifle muzzle and moved the
disk 2s directed by the rerlacement until he indiczted he had the right
sight oicture by calling "mark". The man on the bo* would then mark the
perer sheet with the tip of a cencil through the hole in the disk., The
disk would then be moved and the same proceedure would be reve» ted three
times. The target would then be eramined and, if the exercise was dyne
correctly, the three pencil marks, or shot grouns, should be ~2ble to be
covered by a nickle. In theory, of course, the dots should be on too of
each othor, Since the reolacement ha2d not moved the rifle it was really
alming in reverss -- the target being lined up with the sight ra ther then *
the sight with the target. The correct sight picture for the renlacement
was when the black disk rested on top of the rifle's front sigat as seen
through the rear sight and in the upoer half of the rear sight's neep
hole. ihen this exercise was satisfrctorily completed the renlacement
was then taken to the range for livs firins. Thoso of you who like to
hunt may find this more intercsting than the granddasughters, but I hove
that it givos you some idea of ‘the simple ways we used to ~ffectively
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trailn thousands of mon in a short timo,

It was in May of 1944, while L was at Dslamere, that I took
the first 24 hour pass that I had had since leaving Fort Jacksona While
I had gotten off for a number of afternoons and evenings this wac the
first time I had been away overnight -- excopt, of course, for the time
I spent in London, which wasn't counted 2s pass time, It was. nice to
get away on my own and do exactly what I ple2zsed 2nd go where I wanted,
I used it to visit The Textile Paper Tube Co,, Ltd., which was the English
affiliate of Sonoco Products where I was the Fersonnel manager before go-
ing into the army. Mr. Holdsworth, who was the manager-director of Textile
Tube, had gotten my APO number (Army Fost Office) from Sonoco and had
written inviting me to visit. I took Lt. Dickerson with me and we went by
bus. The English plant was located at Romely which was near Manchester,
only about 50 miles north east of Chester near here my camo was, Mr,
Holdsworth and his assistant, Mr. Stevens, g2ve us a warm we'come and a
most enjoyable time, After showing us ovar the plant they tnok us to a
nearby "Pub" where we had ale and lunch at midday. j

The paper mill was not without its war-time shortages and I saw
bales of straw being dumped into the bester furnishings. This made rather
brittle pacer but during the war it was a matter of "make do". I also sew
several .of the roundnose and cone machines that we had shipned them sight
years before and were still running smoothly, The smells and sounds were
familiar and made me feel at home., It was like a bit of ‘hcme away from
home,

Before leaving Delamere I was able to go to a typiczlly English
country horse show with:; jumping and all. The field where it was held
was just at the edge of the camp and I sent some of the men over to helop
put up some of the tents that the show c-mmittee needed. The nroceeds
of the show went to the Red Cross. I enjoyed myself thoroughly. The
first eight classes were for children under sixteen and some were for
riders under twelve with ponies not exceeding 12,2 hands high, which was
the English way of measuring horses. There was a bending race, musical
chairs and jumping for children, In the bending rrce six poles were stuck
in the ground in a line and competitors rode in and out bet:een them, lean-
ing from side to side. The ponies were partly guided by bridle ~nd partly
by the shifting of woaight., After moving through the poles the children
then made a run for the finish line. The musical ch2irs were just like
the games you have played at parties when you were children. Ch-irs were
placed in a double row, back to back, and while music from a baond played
the children rode sround them. when the music stopped the shildren would
ride quickly towards the chairs, dismount and find a ch~ir, 2ll the time
holding on to the ponies reins,

Thers was one 1little tow-he=ded girl that stole my he~rt, She
couldn't have been more than eight yesrs old and her little legs could
hardly press the saddle. She rode excellently and had comnlets control
of her pony at the jumps and carried herself witwaerfect assurance, She
was real spunky. She fell off three times, and each time the stewards
would pick her up and put her back on her saddle. She wasn't one bit
afrald and went on to win her event, All the english seemed to love their
horses and were at home on them. They believed that when a persun was
thrown, the only thing to do was to romount imnediately. It was thig-
backbone that I bslieve helped carry them through the war so well,
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Uno othor unusual event Lhet [ hed nover scon belfore wrs a
race ol farmsars on their large Clydesdale howrses, Thasz sre ths 'arge
heavy chasted dray horses, with large thick h-iry ho fs, that you orob-bly
remember seeing pulling beer wagoas in TV commercials. [ was surnrisad at
how fast they could run and the ground litterly shook when they thundered
past,

Everyone was -roud of tneir troohies, escscially the children,
and refreshments were served under the tent flys,.

June 6, 1944 was s dny none of us will 2ver forget. It wss
D-Day. About noon on that day we listened to an announcement over the
BBC (British Broadcasting Company) radio thst dmeric.n, British and
Canadian trooos had land:zd at 6:30 AM thzt morning on a 50 mile front on
the (lormandy coast of France. It wes the beginning of what General
Eisenhower colled ths Great Crusade znd was to end on May 7, 1345 with
the total defeat of wsazi Germany and her allies, and the liberation of
Europe., The waiting was over, As excected, we h:d missed the inv=sion
and the urgency of our reclacement tr-ining increased, .e wondered when
our time would come to cross the ch2nnel and what our mission would be.

1944 was coming to an end »nd the regliment moved from the
Chester area to the Salisbury Plains., These were a large rolling grassy
area with few trees located about 150 miles to the snuthe-st of Chester
and about 25 miles nortn of Southh-moton and P:rtsmouth on the south
central coast. It was from these two ports that many of the landing craft
had sailed from for the D-Day invasion a short while before,

My company headquarters and two platoons of the company were
quartered at Tidworth Barracks which was a large and very old British
regular army post going back to the days of the British Indian army and
where the battalions stayed when they were rotated home from the colonies,
The men of the company were quartered in a long row of brick svsrtments
built for married British enlisted men, Each avrartment consisted of a
downstairs living room, kitchen amd eating area, and ocathroom, On the
second floor were two bedrooms. &Zach apartment was separated from the 4
other with an entrance on the str=et and a sm211 backyard, I think that
the men liked this arrangement since it gave them more -~rivzcy »nd a sense
of living in a little house aft.r living in tents ard crowded Nessen
huts for so long. The company mess hall was at the end of the nouse row,

The company officers were quartered in l-rge brick two story
buildings with bedrooms furnished with resl oeds and lesather upholstered
easy casirs and chests of drawers. cach building had » large 1iving room
or lounge with comiortable settecs and chairs, Although we didn't getto
use our quarters very much becsusz we were busy most of the time it was a
very welcome canange from the temperary conditicns we had been liviing in -
I'or so long.

There was no central heating in any of the enlisted men or officers
quartsrs. Each room had a fireplace, cut never really warm excent for a
short time in the evenings before we went to bed, This was because coal
was in short sunply and rationed. It was comforting though to sit in
front of an open fire again and urite letters or re-d for an haur or twe
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before Taps was blown. iven then we wora long undor-—esr ~nd wore woolan

uniforms and swaeatars, [ romembear ona veried carticularly ‘vhon our cnal
supoly was so shorl Lhat o only hod o Low lumns to burn each evenlng,
\& Qur coal piles were mostly coal dust which was difficult to burn. The

oil for our cook:.ng ranges was 2lso in short sunoly. [t was during this
time that [ gained a healthy respect for the ingenuity of the American
soldier., One of the platoon sergeants in the company. Techinal sergeant
Miller from Charleston, S. C., told ino about an idea he had of mzking
coal bricks out of coal dust and askad for overmission to give it a try,
It sounded like it might work so I told him to go shead, He went to a
nearby Enginser sucnly dumo and got several sheets of L=l plywood,
some 1"x5" boards, and several bags of cement. From an eirfield near the
camp he got a drum of used cylinder oil snd [ borrowed a cement mixer fer
i him. He sawed and fitted the 1"x5" boards and placed them edgewise on
‘the sheets of plywood to form moulds for bricks approwimately 6"x12" and
5" thick, The boards were not fastened together noar to the plywood and
could be essily tapned apart., Each mold wa2s for about A0 bricks. He then
got a kitchen mop and coated the entire surface »f.nach mould with the
used cylinder oil, This was to prevent ths bricks from sticking tn the
wood, #hen the moulds and the cement mixars were in place nz2ar our coal
dust pile he was ready for business. After a little exnerimenting he .
determined just the right amount of cement and woter to mix --ith the coal
dust for bonding without being too hard for burning. The mixture was then
poured into the moulds, levalod znd left overnizht to set -- orstty simpls
when you think about it, but dog-gone if it didn't work and, although the
coal dust bricks didn't burn quite as well as coal lumns, we all mrnzged
to stay comfortable for awhile. ‘Mhen we used 21l the dust in our oile
Sgt. #iller just :ovdd his equipment to another oile »nd went in business
again., The bricks could bs broken in two to make passable lumops,

As strange 2s it might scund it was along ~bout this time that
one =vVeiny [ was warmar than I had bean in the winter since I had left
Fort Jackson, I was sitting in front of wmy fireplace in my second floor g
room, nursing my few lumns of coal and reading a newspa-er, when I began
to feel comfortably warm, I pushed back from the fire but felt even
warmer, [ took off my sweater and then my wool shirt, but wes still hot,
I knew that I didn't have a fevsr becauss I felt too comfortable, Aabout
that time I noticed a few puffs of smoke coming up betireen the crrcks in
the floor near the hesrth. You guessed it -~ the bottom floor of the
barracks was on fire, A few other officers who were in the barracks that
night and I discoverad thst a trunk in the room directly under mine h-d
caught f'ire and sst the flonr on fire, It turned out that an offi.:er h-d
oesn keeping oily pistol cle=ning rags in a cnnvss sack in his trunk and
these had caurht fire from spontaneous combustion, ‘e ca2lled the British
fire brigsde and began fighting the fire with the watsr and sand buckets
which were kept in each barracks, Soon the firs brigade arrived and the
sergeant in charge came rushing in the front door and uo.te the bulletin
board which he bsgan looking at, I hollered to him ond ssked him what he
was doing and that the fire was in the back of the building, He said that
he was looking for the firs regulations, In a few i1l chasen words I tsld
him to forget the regulations -- lets get the fire out., ‘hen the fire was
out, and sverything had settled down, it turned out we had ea'led the
British post headquartars and they had called tho fire brisade for us
instead of our calling the brigade dirsct =s cover-d in th; fsgulatio;s
Our British cousins were always ones to follow correct wrocqedurés, re-.

-
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gardloss of the circumztances, while thse Amzricon soldier usunlily ‘:ent
ahead n2nd tank what he considersd prover acllon, ~mdl thon 'irured out vhat
he should have done, This was probably one of our big differsnces., We
callad it initiative, they called it something else, I suvoose that this
was one of the few times that a British aray barracks hsd central heating
and [ was comfortably warm, even though for a short tisze, Fortunately,
the dsmage was slight, since the barracks was brick,

During the late summer and fall of 1944 ‘we followed with interest
the progress of the allied armies as they broks out of the beachhe=d in
Normandy 125 miles from Tidworth Barracks across the channel and began to
push the Germans back across northern France toward ths Rhine River. We
learnad with sadness of the misfortune of the 30th Division, our old
division, when in bad weather they were bombed by our own zirforce byj 3 Aug'lUh
mistake with heavy casualties, Our own 2nd battalion left for Franc 2rd
still the rest of our regiment remained on the Salisbury 2lains, training
replacements and sending them to France -nd furnishing security for the
large suprly and ammunition dumps in the arez, e knew e were going
across, but we didn't know when.

By the fall of 134% we were beginning to have so much 2lr suver-
lority that the Germans vere not ablzs to spare the olanes to raid ths
dumps in iZngland, Bocause of this it was not n2cessary to camouflage and
tanks, artillery oieces and vshicles were parked in ths oven in long linss.
The whole area for miles ar>und was one big ataging area, «ith air fields
and reserve:® divisions in tent ccmps, I remamber one moon-lit evening a
very unusual thing hanrened. I was officer of the day and sitting in ths
guard tertwhen I heard the single engine 5f a Piper artillery snotting
plane flying low, There was a long double line of half-track personnel
carrisrs nearby, These were closely parked, bumcer to bumser.and wheel to
wheel, with their canvas tops up, All.at once I heard the planz's engine
reduce sveed and a few seconds later a loud cracking crash. Cnz of the
guards rushed into the entrance to the tent and hollered, "Come quick,
Captain, you got'a see this,” I ran out and saw that the plans h~d l-ndad
on the canvas tops of the half tracks about fifty yards dswn the 1line, 2and
oroken in two Jjust bahind the pilot's compartment. As I hurried towards
it, L saw the door open 2nd a British lisutsnant climbed out. when I
reachnd him, he said in a slow British voice, "I say, I really made a mess
of that one.” Ho was holding one arm and *ll I could see was a small cut
on the side of his face. I asked nim what had hannenad and he told me
that he had just flown the chrnnal from France with some suc-ly requisi-
tions and had mistaksn the tops of the line of half tracks for the runway
of a naarby airfield, I told him to come on bick to the guard tent and
hive a cup of coffee while our aidman chacked him over and I would then
get a jeep ond send him on to the airfield, He wes one lucky younz officer,
His light plane, being mads of an aluminum frame covered '+ith linen, just
bounced [rom one canvas half-track cover te anothor until the ~hcels
collansed, and it sagged between two vuhiclas, A heavier olane would
have probably plowed in and explodad, The rest of the night wis a quiet
one,

By the end of the first wesk in D:cesmber our trooos had sushed
the German armies 21l ths way across France along the entire front, and
were almost ready to cross the Rhine into Germany itsslf. Thin~s were
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moving rapidly and sveryone felt the end of the war was in sight, It was
not to be quite that enay. On Docombor 16th, 38 divialona of Garmana
attacked through the Ardennes forest on a 50 mile front. Our lntelligence
had bsen completely fooled and our lines at the point of attack were
lightly held; mainly by the 106th infantry division which consisted of
new men who had recently moved up. The battle was later to be known as
"The Battle of the Bulge", The Germans had planned csrefully and the
winter weather was so bad our airforce was grounded, The German forces
consisted of many experienced armoured divisions with 2 few motorized
infantry divisions. These quickly overran our 106th division, and 9,000
of our men were captured., After their breakthrough the German columns
pushed rapidly forward through northern Luxemburg and eastern Belgium
until they had comcletely surrounded our 101st ..airborne division at
Bastogne,

Because of this surprise attack and allied losses, that part of
our regiment left in England was ordered to send all comnany officers,
except company commanders and executive officers, and 30% of our enlisted
men, along with the replacements we were then training, over to France at
once, We could understand the reasoning and necessity for this, but it
still was a difficult time for the regiment since we had been together for
so long, It was the duty of myself and the other company commanders to
select the men who were to go, and it was a hard thing for me to do. Since
we had no ground rules to help us make the selections, I could only do what
I thought wes fair, First, I decided to exompt the married men with child-
ren, and then as many of those that were married but without children, as
the quota allowed,A few of our men were on leave and couldn't be reached,
which meant they stayed, I felt it would have been better if we had gone
as a unit, but that was not to be, The night before our men left we had
a big beer party in the mess hall and I wished them "god speed",

With General Patton's 3rd Army attacking from the south and
General Montgomery from the north, Bastogne was rellesved and the German
drive brought to a halt., The weather cleared and our planes could then
attack, The German tanks ran out of gas -- literzlly , and by December 27,
1944 the drive was completely stopped and many of their units were cut off,
‘By the end of December all of the ground lost was regained, 110,000 German
troops were captured and their casualties were 100,000. Such losses in men
and equipment no doubt helped to shorten the war, although it was hard for
us to see this at the time, While there was much fighting ahead this was
the last big Nazl effort of the war,

With all of the activity and excitement of the "Bulge" Christmas
1944 came up fzst for us, This was our third Christmas away from the
States and it didn't get any easler.-- although a great deal easier than
the men of the 101st in Bastogne, and we knew it,

You will recall that I told you about seeing my first cousin and
old Clemson roommate, Tom Lide, in Ireland. I found to my surorise that, his new
the 103rd General Hospital, in which he was a doctor, was located just a >
few miles from Tidworth Barracks. ‘e w:re able to s~end Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day together, e had a fine time talking "family", and I think
being together kept us from feeling so homesick. Tom came over ;nd had
dinner with me Christmas 3Zve and I went over to his hospital Christmas
Day and had another big dinner, The food that we had at both messes wzs
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excellent and we litcrelly stuffed ourselves, we had all the turkey we
could eat, mashed potatoes, ascaragus, jgreon s, crrnberry sauce, ciko,
and two kinds of pies -- apple and lomon. After dinner at Tom's olace,
we went to his room and had a little party., He and his two roommatas, a
Catholic chaplain and a supply officer,hzd fixed uo a tree ith decora-
tions and presents, They even had some wvresents on the tres for me,
Afterwards, we had a few drinks and spent the rest of the afternoon talk-
ing.

Before I left Tom said he thought he knew *here two coveys of
quail could be found so we went looking. ‘'le really found them, too. Of
course we didn't have shotguns, so all we could do was stznd and watch
them fly away -- but I got a "kick" out of it, Reminded me of our
Christmas time hunts at home, English quail 2pwe:r to be larger than the
ones at home, more like srouse, znd fly slower, I n=d baen drsading the
coming of Christmas this year, a little like going to tha dentist, but it
turned out to ba a pratty good one considering that we couldn't ba with
our families, You :may wonder how, after all the yacrs that have passed,

I can romember details,such as proper namos and what I had to eat, Hannie
savad soma of the lettars I wrote to har at the time and I have usad thase
to "jog" my memory,

Wwhen the allied lines were reestablisned, aftar the "Bulge"
was contained and our attack began again, the Rhine was soon crossed and
German armies wers slowly pushed back throuzh the Nwzl heartland, As they
retreated, they loft many booby traps, land mines, and blown oridges, Be-
cause of this, it was decided that we should begin giving the resace-
ments training in demolitions, e found ourselves again in » [familiar
situation, #e had to teach oursalvaes demolitions before we could iastruct
our replacsments,

wWith cthe help of the enginzers, field manuzls, :nd trial cnd
error we -learnad about bang=lore torpedoes, satchel churges, l:nd mines,
plastic explosivas, T.N.T., and blasting caps as well as n»ressurs and
relezse triggering devices for setting booby trips. e z2ven h»d our own
explosive dump with allied a2s well as cantured German exslosive devicss,
Fortunately, our trials were umostly successful and our srrors weren't
costly bacauss e stayed as far away as wossibls until we could see just
what that type of explosive w1s going to do. [t w:s not a very relaxing
Job and I know that I must have spent at least half of my time opreaching
safety to our officers and umen.

The bulk of the explosives in our dump consisted of ¢ pound
blocks of T.N.T., primer cord {fuse), blasting caps, fusa lighters, and
electric exploders. Thess wure easy to use nd fairly safe with reason-
able care, The main thing was to keen alert and never gat to fweling
too familiar with then.

The % pound blocks of T.N,T. ware apnroximstely 2 inches square
by 3% inchas long and covered with wax.d cardboard «ith one ond onen,
The open end hed a hole In the c:nter about 2 inches dee~ for insarting
the blasting cap., The fuse cord was twisted waxed nmansor with a slow
burning power chain in the core., The blasting time could be c¢sntro!led
by cutting the fuse to Jdifferant lengths, For sXample, ¢ tuenty seéond
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fuse was cut to about 5 inches longz, o Colt safer thougzh il 10 choackod
each now roll of fuse by cutting a ~iece ofl znd timing it sg3inst the

A sacond hand of our wstches.

The bl:esting cans were short sections of thin wall coorer tubing
about & inch in diameter snd 2 inches: long, closed at one and nzcked with
high explosive gunpowder. The fusa lighters weres short cardboard tubes
which wero.emory sritted inside and with a wooden stick inside with a
sulphur tip like an old style kitchen match with a three inch doirel
fastened crosswise. These tubes were tight-fitted over the end of a cut
piece of fuse, and when the dowel was Zrasped with the fingers and pulled
the sulphur tip would pull against the emory and ignita the and of the
fuse exactly like striking a match. The lighters were water-oroofsad as
was the fuse cord for use in wet weather,

vhen a fuse was cut to- the desired length 2nd 2 fuse lightar
fastened to one end, the other end wss ciilmped into the oven end of ths
blasting cap tube, This was then pushed into a hole in the % nound
block of T.H.T. and the explosive was then ready for use. If a lsrger
explosive was needad additional blocks of T.H.T. could be ta-ed around
the block with the blasting cap inside. while the T.N.T was fairly
stable and could even be melted with low heat =nd sometimss broken with a
hammer (not recommended), not so with the blasting caps which were
sonsitive to heat and shock. For this reason we were always careful to
keep the blocks of T.N.T. und bl-sting cans well separated when storad in
the dump, In fact, as an additionsl przcaution, I always insisted on
carrying the T.N.T. in one jeep ind the blasting cans in anotnar when
carrying exslosives to the fisld for use, e c-rried the blasting csns
in little flat boxes packud in cotton. A blasting cao whie small could
mangle a hand badly if explodied prematurely. e wers very fortunate to
have no accidents in the company while handling axplosives,

There was one sad and unfortunate accident to one of the re-
placement cadre officers who wzs not a part of tha regiment. This is
what happened: the young lieutenant had been an airborn unit, but had
injured his leg in a parachuta drop amd b:en reassigned to the ranlace-
ment cadr'a, He had planned a simulated night attack for his renl:cements
and was going to throw $ blocks of T.N.T. in front o: the advincing
traineas to take the placa of an artillery rolling barrage. This was
not so unusual, sinca this type of e:inlosivu was often used on infil-
tration courses for reslism, The lieuten=snt camne to me to draw the
T.N.T., blasting cans, fuss cord, 2nd fuse li;hters., 4s usual, befors
issuing, I asked about his qualificat:ons and he told ma th.t he h:d been
the damolltion off'icer of his rarachute battalion, so [ thoucht he should
be well qualified. A squad from my company under o serg:ant-went -long
the night of tha exercisa to act as tha "enemy" &nd fire blank cirtridges,

About 9:00 o'clock that night I heard a jeap drive up in front of the .
quarters and my sergeant hurriod in, I asked hia waat had h-ppaned, He
sald that he wasn't sure -- that the exercise was 2+ ing »long as pl=nned

when thaere was a flash and a large exnlosion, and when they went to in-
vsstigate they coulda't find the lisutenant, [ went sut to the mansuver
area with the sergeant and discovered that the lieutenant had blown
hiaself up. As near as [ could risure out +hit had happened he had
prepared his charges with 20 second fuses and, instasd of olscinr thom
in a box, had out them all into the large pockets in the front o? the
legs of his jwap sult. [n taking one chirge out ha must h ve inidver-
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tently pulled the dowel of another {use lirhter of » block still in his
pocket. It was such a sad thing, Llik> 50 many Lhines that hopoonnd
during the war,

About this time, I left Comoany B nnd wa2s assigned to ths staffl
of the 1st Battalion as onerations officer. I suonose that it was a nro-
motion in a way, but I certainly hated to le~ve the close associations
with the officers and men of Company B, wnich I had commanded for a2 1little
over a year, L gusss they felt they nceded iore brains on the staff,
Seriously, [ think that since the regiment hnd been together for so leng,
comnand 3ssignments were chonged from time tos time tn give us more
variety and prevent any chance of our going "stale". It w2s not a bad
idea. At any rate, I had a 1ittle wiore time to myself, which I used to
see some of the intsresting sights in that nart of &Zngland -nd visit the
baautiful cathedrals of ianchester and Salisbury. I also saw Stonehendge
for the first time, which is on the Salisbury Plains. Nannie ~nd I
visited Stonehenge again years later when we went to Englsnd together,

With the allied forces pushing through Germany on all fronts
and the Russirns advancing from the east, everyone began to realize that
the end of the war was indeed in sight, The allies were beginning to have
complete over-all air superiority and, exceot for the occeasional V-1
and V-2 buzz bombs (rockets), the dark days of theGermrn blitz were over
for £ngland., We kept training and sending renlacements on to Eurone and
waiting to join the rest of our rogiment in France, Our units in England
were gradually brought back up to strength with officers and enlisted men
from all branches of the sarvice. To help me with my staff onerations
work, I was assigned an assistant -- an-armored corps lisutenant who be-
came my roommate and friend, He prov:d to be a fine officer and corried
much of the work load., He had been wounded three times and had been
awarded two silver stars, He had to leave tanks bacause a hatch cover
had, been blown closed on one of his hands and crushed it,

As the war began to wind down in Germany, the need for replace-
ments was not as great and I had a little more time to look 2round,
During the late winter and early s-~ring ‘of 1945 I wa2s able to spend two
week-ends in wWinchestsr, énglsnd thich was abcout 40 miles from Tidworth
Barracks, Once [ went by myself snd once I met Tom Lide there, The town.
of “inchester was of great interest to me., It was one of the srinciple
ckties of Zngland in the Anglo-Savon times (1066) 2nd rivaled London in
trade and importance., There were old Roman ruins on the hill overlooking
the town. Amd winchester Csthedral was on the.banks of the beautiful
Itchen River which [lowed through the center. Winchesster College was
also an attraction. It is one of the oldest schools in éngland, founded
in 1382, and ono of the first to introduce courses in scionce and math-
amatics in addition to the clessics.

The Bishop of “inchester had turned his heme over to the govern- «
ment for the duration of the war and it was being used by the British Red
Cross for quartering allied officers on R, & R, (rest and recrsatisn),

This house was located on the strest in front of the C-thadral grounds
and I managed to get a front room on the third floor, From my window I
had a beautiful view of the Cathedral and the river oeyond it.

Tom and I spent many enjoyable hours in the C:thadr 1 in «hich
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wore tho tombs of suveral of tho klngs from tho tima of Alfrzd tho Gront
wwho Ls bLurled thare, 2o oxvmbin o viLh Anteaeant oa cony of Lhio Mapna
Carta, which as you rzmembsr lrom your history studiss was a docun=nt
the English barons forczd Kimyg J hn to anorov: in 1215, in ihich cuertain
rights were promised to the Znglisn pzople. It marked the beginning of
democracy in ¢ngland, and, [ supnose to a degrve, in our own country as
well, 'Wo also saw tho tomb of Izaak falton (1593 - 1683) who used to
fish in the [tchen River and was known for the classic ne wrote on
fishing, "The Complete Angler", which introduced the English seonle to
the pleasures of sport fishing -- wouldn't you know this would catch my
eye., Thers was a beautifu path along ths bank of the Itchen River along
which Tom snd I walked and talked. It was a perceful place,

One of the hostesses of tha Bishop's house asked me if I would
like to sea dinchaster College and :ihzn I s2id "yes" she »rranged a :
meeting for me with ona of the professors who invitad ms to tea and took
me through the schools. I was impressed with the many olacs on ths walls
comnemorating many of the great men who h:d attendad school thzre over
the years, :

Jinchest=r was one of my favorite English towns and the neople
were very hosnitable. This is one of the places that Nannio and I
~ visited years latzr and I found that [ still remembered ennugh t> show
her around, e even hzd a look at tne legendary King Arthur's round
table which was on the wall in one of tho gats towesrs.

By the last of dpril and the first wesk in May 1945 Germany was
finished, Allied forces hid met up with Russian trooos at the Zlbe
Rivsr and the country wrs cut in two. The Russians had cartur:d Berlin
and Hitler had committed sulecide, The German armiss on all the fronts
were breaking up °nd the Third Reich, which wns to have 1l-sted a2 1000
years, cams to an end. It was a joyous time foc eaveryosne. On My 7,
1947, in Reims, France, General A'fred Jodl of the German high command
signed ths terms of unconditional surrender and the war in Zurone was
_officially ended, This was known ss "V.E. Day" (Victary in Zurone),

Everytning happened fast after that and two weeks later e got
our orders to join that part of the regiment that was a2lre~-dy in France.
Our regimental commznder, Col. Sherburrg had gone to 2nother assizgnment
and another caresr officer, Col, E. A. Rudelius, took command of the
regiment, ~o were sorry to lose Col, Sherburne, Hs had bLzen = fine C,O0.
and we had been together for a long time.

By this time moving was just a wey of life with us "nd -ve were
soon packed and assembled with the other units of the regiment in a tent
camp just outsido of Southhamnton, &nslend. In two deys ue hed taken
our tyrhus snd yellow fwver shats, loeded abosrd a trrns-ort and sailed
for Le Havre, France, which was a shart voyaze across the channe! about
100 mil2s to the soutncast, e arrived outside of the breakustsr of the
inner harbor just belvra dark -nd drop~ed onchor for the night in the
estuary of tho Seinoe ver,

At Qaylight the naxt morning we m>ved through the ch-nnel of
tho breakwater and Jisembarked at [a Hrvre, which is at the mouth of tho
Seins River, about 125 miles to the naorthwest of aris, e now h-d to
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learn how to get along in yet another country. e had been in England
and Ireland for almost two years, but wo had adjusted well to tho British
way and, of courso, wa snoke thelr languave which made it casior to got
along. In France it was a little wore difficult, since few of us spoke
French. I had taken a French language course in school, but had for-
gotten most of it.

The waterfront at LeHavre and what we could see of the toun
showed considerable war damage, gartly by the retreating Germans but
mostly, I am afraid, from our own aerial bombing,

The regiment headquarters 2nd two battalions went by rail from
LeHavre to the small village of Crudebec, which is on the north bank of
the Seine, about 35 miles from Rouen, where we joined our othar battalion
in a tent csmp on.the high hills overlooking the river, Our train ride
was a short one. Passenger cars were in short suoply in France at that
time and we became acquainted with the little freight cars known as
40 and 8's that were the common means of transporting troons during both
World War I and II., They got their name because they could carry 40 men
or 8 horses., The French railway system had been a good one but had sus-
tained considsrable damage during the war, mainly from bombing. Many
bridges and much track had been destroyed. The engines were much larger
than the British and resembled our steam engines at hame, Riding freight
trains is not the most comfortable way to travel, but it did get us there,

. There was a large P.0.W. (orisoner of war) camp containing
several thousand German officers and men nearby. This was enclosed with
concertina barbed wire and the engineers had bulldozed a ditch around it
which had partially filled with water. The camp was guarded by a company
of Negro engineers armed with carbines, Shortly after our arrival, we
heard shots coming from the direction of the P,0.%W. camp. It wasn't what
we thought it was -- the guards were shooting rats., There wers a good
many around feeding on the accumulated garbage.

Wo found that all of our work details nnd the K.P, (kitchen
police-~ peeling potatoes, wasiing up, etc.,) could be done by the P,0.W.s
by requisitioning them from tae camo commander., In fact, most of us
needed haircuts and we asked for, 2nd got, about a dozen Germsns who had
been barbers and put them to work, They were willing enough :srkers, :
‘since they knew we would fsed them while they wore with us, It did seem
a little strange though to have your h2ir cut by a man in 2 German
uniform,

We were only at Caldebec for aboiit ten days but during this time
I wont with our battalion adjutant, Capt. McGinty, to Reims, France to get
our new orders and discuss our move and mission, Since the trip took us
through Paris I was able to see all the sights I had only read =bout.
Afterwards it wos essier to understand the words of that World war I song --
"How you gonna kesep 'em down on the farm, after they've seen Paree", ¥
vle 1loft camp ear'y in the morning and made aﬁ'overnight trip
of it, This gave us a good bit of the day to see the the sights of Paris,
Faris is, of course, a very large and very bzautiful city and an effort
was made by both sides to daclare it an "open city", There was little
evidence of war damage -- nothing like London. We went directly through
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the center of the city and, while we didn't h-ve longfin one place, we
drove along the Cham-s klysees Avenue, which is the mhin street of Paris,
and stovned at the Arc de Triomovhe (Arch of Triumph),under ~+hich ls the
tomb of France's unknown soldier of world “ar I, an :ctern2l fl-ms burn-
ing over it. All soldiers in uniform saluted as they passed, French
civilians plasced their right hand over their hearts. We drove -ast Notre
Dame Cathedral but didn't have time to stoo. It is a very beautiful old
church on an island in the Seine River, 'le had a good look at the
gargoyles on too of the high buttresses. These are stons statues with
animal heads, which were made famous by the hunchback of Notre Dame in
the"Phantom of the Opera", e stooped for ~ short while zt the Eiffel
Tower which is made of steel and is 954 feet high. Unfortunately, we did
not see the view of the city from the top since the elevator was broken
that day and ve didn't have time to climb but a little way up, We then
went to the Pliace de la Concorde (Plsce of Feace),which is a world famous
square in the heart of Paris, and ate lunch at a transit mess in one of
the buildings on the square. In the square is an unusual statue called
Cleopatra's Needle, It is a tall slender four-sided stone nillar, The
square had also been where the guillotine stood where King Louis XVI and
Marie Antoinette were beheaded in 1793 during the French Rsvolution,

After lunch we crossed the Seine again and spent a short while
in the Louvre, which is the largast museum and palace in the world ard
covers 49 acres on the north bank of the river, In it are paintings such
as the ifona Lisa and statues like Venus de Y4ilo. Many of the art treasures
were still in storage when we were there, This was to orotect them from
war damage., while we toured PFaris we had a chance to take a look at the
people and were surprised at what we saw, particularly the women, Every-
one secemed well dressed, considering the shortages and years of German'
occupation., The women amazed us with their hair dyed many colors -- red,
purple, green and yellow -~ not mixed but all one shade, I would have
liked to have gone back again but have never becen back to Paris, I don't
think you could say we were qualified to write a travel brochure on how
to see Paris in less than a day, but we did see many of the sights and
considered ourselves fortunate to be able to make the tripo. I suovose
it was one of the unex-ected benefits of stzff work.

-After we left the Louvre we had to get on the road in order to
reach Reims before night. Reims wes about 85 miles northeast of Paris
and was Allied Headquarters at that time. At Reims we leorned that our
next mission was to bs part of the army of occuration of Germany and were
to go by train to Mannheim, Germany as soon as possible,

We srent the night at Reims and the next morning, after stopping
for a short while to look at the beautiful Reims Cathedral, we started
back to Caudebec and the regiment. e took a more direct way back; north
of Farls through Soissons and Compiegne and made good time., In driving
through rural France we got the feeling that there were two Frances and
two types of people -- one in Paris and one in the rest of France. Most
of the farm houses we passed had a compost pile in the front and often
the cows and other livestock rpens were built onto the hcuse, At least it
was easy to milk on a cold winters morning. 'Ye crossed many of the stresms
and rivers on pontoon bridges bscsuse the original bridges had been Blown
by the retreating Germans, or h-~d been destroyed by our bombers e
passed a numoer of burned out Germsn and Alliad tanks and vohicies along
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the road and on several occasions lorm convoys of nauly » - rived American
units moving back to tho channel vorts lovr redonloyment to tho fnvcu.lc
area and the war egainst Japan.

vhen we got nome -- we thougnt of the regimsnt as home since it
was the only home we had known for several yerrs -- ue found everyone
packed and ready to move., TheYweren't sure whore, but knew they were go-
ing. In anothsr day we loaded again on the same cars wc came on from
Leliarve and started east. This far west the cars hz< not been used to
carry DP's (displaced nersons) from the concentration camns and it hzd not
been necessary to wash them down inside with disinfectant., ‘e spread new
straw on the floors of the 40 and 8s to sleeo on, and strung telephone
wire between cars with a field phone in every fifth car for communication.
“Ja left a little slack in the wire where the cars cnupled to rrazvent
snapping when we went around curves,

It took us thrse days »nd two nignts to reach Mannheim. Ordinar-
illy it was an overnight train ride out becruse of the bomb damsge to the
railyards at the cities, and the missing bridges, we hnd to mrke m-ny
detours and it secmed as though we were wandering 217 over northern France,
For most of our mezls we ate C and K field rations, but stopred for one
good hot meal once each day at trznsit messes set un by the Transcvortation
Corps at the stations of the larger cities.

Our rast stops in the country were a little hnrzardous at first,
This was because the French engineer and trainmem claimed to have 1little
or no knowledge of English and, after a short stop, the enginzer would
blow his wnistle and almost immediately start the train moving slowly for-
ward, causing many of the men to have to start running to catch uo with
their cars, ['m not so sure he wasn't doing this on purpose just to see
the men run, Aftor this happened the second time we put zn abrunt stoo to
it by putting two men with rifles in front of the engins, These men sat
on the tracks until we, znd not the engineer, were ready to move, Of
course, the men would not have used their rifles but then the trainmen
couldn't be surs of that, could they?

Riding freight cars was not as smooth as a pullm-n, ofcourse,
but it was summer time and warm, =nd we cou'd leave the doors oven, and
sleeping on the straw was fairly comfortable,

In our round about route through northern France we went through
Amiens, St, Quentin and that oart of Flandsrs which is in France. As we
aprroached the open rolling fields of Flanders, [ remember standing in the
doorway and seeing in the distance largs arens of blood red flowers, which
in the breeze seemed to riople like water, These were popoies -nd brought
to my mind that sad and beautiful poem written oy the Csnadisn doctor
John McCrze, during world War I. :

"In Flanders. Fields

In Flanders fields the porpies blow

Between the crosses row on row
"

Tou may remember it from your English classes in school. Incidentally, I
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always thouht that it was"--— the poppies grow", but on rasding thenoem
again rocently I found it was "---- the poopics blow.” [ sun-os50 it w-s
with reference to ths bruezo.

As we passed through Metz, France, cressed the Jerman border
and began to move throuih Uermany we saw more and :ore evidence of the
effactivensss of the 2lliad bombing of railyards -nd of the towns e
passed through, which had disruntzd the German supply lines. At every
stop our train was surrounded by hundreds of Jerman civilians honing for
food -- old men, women, and children, 2 few with their h-nds out but most
just stznding looking at us, hooing that we swould give them something,
Food sesemed to bs the greatest nsed of the Germrn people at that time,
The allied govermment forces were doing their best to organize 2 food
supply and rsstore water and elsctricity in the towns, but it was a
large and slow task.

The further we travelled into Germany the :mcre distruction we
saw, It was aliiost indescribsble. The railysrds were filled with craters,
twisted rails, and destroyed and burned out engines and freight cars,

#hat we could see of the towns we passed through were mainly rubble, and
when the tracks ran through forests they looked like tornrdoes had nassed
through, with the treses splintered and broken of{ about six feet above °
the ground, e could see many burnzd out tanks, vehicles ~nd artillery
pleces from the oven doors of our freight cers. There was little doubt
why Uermany was deferted, The Gsrman Tiger Mark IV tanks and 88 =rtillery
pieces wore perhaps better than anything the allies had -- we Jjust had
more of everything and literally overwhzlmed them,

Our journey ended at Ludenhiem, Germany, which is a western
suburb of Mannhsim on the Rhine River, The station wes a burnad oud shell,
but ths regiment loaded on trucks and moved throuch rubble filled streets
to temporary quarters in a slightly less damag.d ovart of town. For a few
days we stayed in large emcty a-artment buildings, an undamaged m=rt of a
truck factory, and tents in the open ground of a park, All around us’ were
German civilians and soldiers working to clear thes strzsts and make some
of the hous=zs liveable., It was strango to see so many Germsn snldiers
wandering around, but with the disintergration of the Zerman army many
Just wandered off and, while many were still in barbed wire enclosures,
they were being relessed daily after it had been dstzrmined they were not
hard coro SS troops.

Shortly, we moved from Lundenhiem across the Rhine to more ~er-
menant quarters in Fuedenhiem, which was an e-stuern suburb on the road to
Hbildleberg, Fuedenheim was zbout ten miles from the center of Mannhism
and surprisingly had sustainsd little d-mage, so our quarters were very
comfortabla and we came in close cont2ct with the Zarman people, ‘ctually,
the American army hod a non-fraternization oolicy at th?t'time, out this
was all but impossible to observe or enforce, This w2s because our battalion
wWrs guartered in German homes in which the family members still 1lived in )
the attics, or basemsnts, and scmetimes shared the same bathrooms. The non-
fraternization orders required that ws not socialize writh the Garman -snovle
or wven talk to them except ror businnss ~urooses., In -~ublic it REX
perh-ps workable Lut not the way we were situated.

The b-ttelion staff was quartered in one of the b:tter homes
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which was undamaged and one of the medical nfficers, Captain Manuolse, and
I had a large bedroom on the second floor with a brlcony vvarlooking a
gardon in the rear and a largo comfortable double bid, The bathrsom, which

was just outside the door, still had running -ater yith a ga3 o~ersted in-
stant heater for hot tub baths. e evan had electricity for lighting in
t-at oart of town, The family who h-d lived there consisted of s mother
and two children, a ten yzar old boy and a little girl of three, They were
-;011 educated 2nd the mother and 1little boy sooke fair Znglish, Thelr names
were orgensen, :#nd the father had been Oberlieutenant (1st Lieutenant) in
the German army, wno Frau Morgensen said they had he>rd nothing from in
eight months. The mother and children lived in the attic where they sleot
on a cot and pallets on the floor. Fortunately, it was summer and heat
wasn't a problem to them. Frau Morgensen made the beds and kept the house
srotlessly clean, washed our clothes and occasionly out flowers from the
garden on our dresser, I suprose that in a strange way, evsn thsugh the
house was hers, she was than<ful that we let her and the children continue
to live thsre,

Before we movzd in the veople were told not to removs anything
from the rooms and, being German, they followed these instructions literally.
Frau Morgensen had even left her hand mirror and conb 2nd brushes on the
dresser and her clothes, the childrsns toys, one of her husband's uniforms
in the closat, until ws told her that she cohuld remdve them. The officers
and men of the hesdquarters company were quarterad in town houses in a long
row on both sides of the street {or two blocks.

Je set up our mess in tents in some oven iround 2t the base of
a tall water tank built like a stone tower at the e/d of the street,
The families where we ware quartered had little to ¢at and their children
took cans and pails and waited at the mess each mea} to get what our men
didn't eat, There is a picture in our den in our hjuse in Hartsville of
the mess with the water tower in the background, and the little children
waiting with their cans. You can also s2e one old sen with a larger can
behind nis back. when I took the picture I watched to sce what would happen,
The old man had appareatly come with several of the children who, when their
cans were full, would empty them into his larger can and, when it was full,
the man and children then left together. I think that everyone realized
that American soldiers could never resist the aoneals of 1littls children.
The picture is ono I have looked at often during th¢ years since the war
and each time I am again thankful far our many blessings here in America,
I think it would be worth your time to look at the picture yourselves,

This period of our servics was filled with all the comforts of
home, and plentiful food., Althougn we had no love for the Jerman ~eo-nls,
who probably expected us to livs as they considered victors should, it was
impossible for us not to feel some comnassion for wh:t the ordinary German
civilians were experiencing, esvecially the children, We realized, of course
that many atrocities had been committed by the h~rd core Nazl of Hitler's .
regime on the other peooles of Zurore znd would have to be punished, but I
think that we wers beginning to realite that now the war was over the time
for healing wes at hand and many of the Germans were ordinary oeople like
ourselves,

There was a large sitting room on the second floor overlooking
the strest in our house, and occasionaly after mess snd Frau Moreenson had
put the 1little zirl to bed, Cast, Manuele and I wruld sit -:ith t;a mother
and little boy in the cool of the ovening ard try to answvar her questions
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about what mi,;ht be in store for the German people, e were sur-rised at:
the rumors that she had heard., lor Lnstanco, sho askoad us L LL woa trun
that the allies were not going to permit ths German people to marry for

a period of five years, and that schools would not be permitted to open

again for a similar time,

Je established a 9 FM curfew, patrolled the town with motor and
foot patrols, and furnished guards for the POW (prisoner of war) stockade
in the flack towers znd underground air raid shelters on ths edge of town,
Time went slowly for us and we had no trouble at all with the Germans in
all the time we were in Fuedenhiem. The Gurmans were war-wenry and ds-
feated znd they want:d no more of it. ‘e could see it in their faces. I
hove that L have given you some idea of ~hat it was like in Germany at the
end of the war,

Since our duties a2s occunation trooms wure light, Cact. Msnuele
and I were aole to take a sightszeing trip to Hsidalberg, which was on the
Meckar River and about 15 miles to the southeast of Mannhiem, Heldelberg
is a besutiful ~ncient German city and is the site of Heidelberg University,
which was fyunded in 1386, the oldest university in Germany. The town it-
self is at the base of a low ranze of mountains and, since it had been
declared an "open clity", had sustained no war damage, except that the Ger-
mans had blown the Neckar bridges when they ratreated., e crossed the
river on a pantoon bridge.

Heidelberg castle overlooked the city from the side of a low
mountain and Capt. Manuele and I decided to take a look at it, It was a
very old castle, dating back to 1500-1600's, and we found its architecture
very interesting, In the cellar we found an unusual sight -~ an enormous
wine barrel which the English speaking custodian said would hold 49,000
gallons and was the largest in Germany. The custodian also told us that
when it was first built it was tended by a dwarf, who it w=s said c»uld
drink fifteen bottles of wine a d»y -- what a "middle man" he must have been,

Those of you wno have studied music will recsll that Heidelberg
was the setting for that classic musical operetta "The Sftudent Prince",
Wle didn't find the Golden Apple Inn there Frincoe Karl mat «with his fellow
studonts to drink beer endping, but we did.stop for some besr 2nd cheesec at
an inn that must have been’' similar, with dark heavy beamed ceiling, stained
glass windows 2nd an old world atmosohers., With a little imagination you
could almost see the prince in his little red round cap, with his foot on
a chair and a veer stein in his hand, leading his friends in Romberg's
rousing and lively musical scors "Drinking Song", or even hear the prince
sing to Kathie, ths little barmaid, the musical score "Deen In My Heart™,

Before lsaving Heidelberg we walkod around the town looking for
a place to buy some momentoes to send to our familiss, but found little we
wanted, Deutsche mrrk was practically worthless, so the allies had issued -
parer occupation script marks as monetary exchange, which were, of course
readily accented by the Germans. I did buy a pen and ink sketch of the ;
castle and have it still zround the houss somewhere, Everywhere we went
we saw German soldiers in uniform wandering around the tswn. They had
recently boen released from nearby PO4 comes. 3one probzbly didn't want
to be freeﬁéince food was so scarce at the time ;
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Before leaving for "home" ws rode a littls farther sast into
Germany along the banks of the Neckar .Uvor through a valley in the wooded
hills, [t was very bLoautiful country aml ~luwoast complotuely untouchod by
the war., There were many barges on the river with psople living on them,
as some hod all their lives, The Neckar, while not as l2rge as ths Rhine,
is navigatoble and fraight was carrizd on the bargss. It w=ss such a2 quisat,
bsautiful part of ermany we hated to leave it.

“hen ws got back to Fuedenhiem we fourd cveryone smiling., It
seemed some of the.men had found and “liberated a large warehouse 2t a
brewery on the edge of town which w2s filled with beer and liquor, some
of which had been bottled in France and had printed on the labels that
they were for the use of the dehrmacht, which was what ths German army was
called. 'e loaded 2% ton trucks and drorped off barrels of bzer at each
street intersection, and had ons big "beer bust"., I suopos2 that it was
more like a big political block party and for once everyone had as much
bzer as they could drink. The bottles of German gin, which was dark brown
in color, and the cognac vere divided up and each of us ended up with
several, It was probably just as well, when the suoply ran out, that there
was only ons warehouse,

There was hardly an avening cassed that we didn't see ssaversl
Germsn soldiers with their knapsacks and blenket rolls walking along the
streets returning to their homes in the neignborhood. -hen their homes
were in our block the wives amd children would run out of the houses to
greet them with happy shouts., I think that this alone m~de us realize
that at last the war was finally over and that soon we too would be re-
united with our.own loved ons2s,

In the first weck in July 1945 the regiment received orders to
move by train from Fuedenhiem to Dole, France, which is in east:central
France on the Saone River and atout forty miles from the Swiss border,
hctuzlly we were to detrain &t Bssancon and move by truck to Dols, E:sch
of our battalions was to make up a train and, as oparations officer, I
was the loa2ding officer, There is a cooy of our movement ordsrs framed
and hung on a wall in the Longbranch house. You might find it of interest
since it is in both Frsnch 2nd £nglish,

Since many of the undamaged 40 and 8's (freight cors) in the
Mannhiem rail yards h»d been used for moving displaced nersons from the
_concentration camns in Germany, Capt. ilanusle and [ decided there was
risk to the men from lice and typhus iafoction so we srranged to have the
insides of the cars washed thoroughly with a strong so)ution snd fresh
sleeping straw loaded, wWhen we found enouzh cnrs to make uo our train
ths battalion was soon loaded.and away,

As a troon train we had priority ~nd n~ssed m-ny sidetracked long
trains parked with DPs (disolaced persons) moving back to France. Because
they had no other way to decorate, the people had coverad their cars with *
tree brancns and green shrubbery and :hen e passed we were greeted with
?;pw{ishozts, wnich we returned with equal enthusiasm, /e ware both

na starting in the directi : A'E] 3
seemedya ey ion of home. &van the straw we slept on

When we 2rriv.d in Dsle we found that the men

ware to ba &
ed in several large three story buildings . Qo er

surrounded by a high brick -all,
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This had bsen a mantal hoscital from which the patients had been moved,
Actually, it wasn't »s bad as it sounds, since the buildinss wern very
clean and new mattrasses had been provided for tho buads, gxcopl Lor duty
officers, the officers of the battalion were quartered in a hotel a mile
or two away in the center of town.

Dole was a tygical little provincial French town and was the
birthplace of Louis Pastsur, who is considered one of the grzatest
bacteriologists of all time., Those of you who =2re interested in medicine
will remember him as the discovarer of the process for pasteurizing milk
and other foods by preserving them with heat and cold. Hs also develoned
vacines for the prevention of anthrax in cattle 2nd for rabies in humzns,
vaen [ took a walk in the town the first afternoon we were there I iis-
covered that Fasteur's laboratory was on ths same strzet as the hotel and
only about 100 yards away. It had been maintained 2s a mediczl museum,

I had an interesting time in going through it and learned, amonz other
things, that rfasteur was one of the first to recognize the importance of
using antiseptics in opsrating rooms.

I had a large room on ths second floor overlooking ths street,
with soft, comfortable doubls bed and 2 hand basin ~ith hot and cold
running water. It was nice having a room to myself.

Thare was a canal behind the hotel and when the landlord found
out I liked to fish he offsred to lend me tackle and furnished bait which,
surprisingly, consisted of a small bottle of boilzd corn kernels. There
were » few old Frenchmen already fishing when I got thore 2nd I watched
them to see how it was done. One showed me how to bait the small hook
with the corn and got very excited vhen I got s bite 2nd lost the fish,
He tried to tall ms in rapid-fire French wh=t I was doing wrongz, but it
was no use, My French wasn't uo to it, Later he cauzht a sm2ll fish and
I went over to look at it. It seemed to be of the carp family and had a
small mouth, which was probably why it was hard to hook, I stayed for
about two hours, but had nc luck. No matter; it was quiet and ceaceful
and I thorouzhly enjoyed just sitting on the bank and looking. I suppose
the word is tranquil.

%ith no rezl mission and f=w duties we had time to le~rn some-
thing about the French peopls. There was a garrison of a battalion of
Frénch troops in barracks at the adge of town. They had a drum and bugle
corps and it seemed that hardly a day passad that they didn't have a
parade through the town., The peopls of the town lined the streets and
cheered them as th:y passed behind their colors in their ke-izs, white
gauntlet gloves, blue scarfs and short white leggings, Both the town
people and the troops seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves, We learned
the French loved a parade. One day there was a wedding in the town, which
gave another excuse for a parade, The drum and buzle corps came first
followed by the bridal couple and the wedding party, It :as like a fiésta
I suppose it was their latin blood, : E

About ten drys aft=r our arrival in Dole we were slseoningnesce-
fully in our hotel rooms when about two o'clock in the morning the night
was shottered by a loud exvlosion which shook the hole front of the hotel
A moment later there was another exolosion a short distance away, then tuo’
more farther away in the town. e ran into the street and saw that the
front of a store across the streot had becn blown in. what had ha ened
was that Dole had b.en the headquarters of a unit of the 58 : .

; erman occumati
forces and some of the town q?ogle had collaborated with them ;hsugih°sn
Sing: i i




town people were taking reprisals 2nd blowing up the front of the coll-
aborators stores. The French, being Fronch, hadn't bothared to toll us
ahead of time., MNo one had buen injured ond tho next day there was another

parade,

With plenty of time on our hands our men sment their evenings
drinking weak French beer and strong French cognac and wine in the taverns.
of the town, Mothing serious havpened but often the MPs (military oolics)
had to step in. Some”eager beaver:t sector headquarters decided that
whnen this havoened the }MPs were to c21l the duty officer of the offender's
unit, and that officer would have to go to the police station and escort
the man back to his quarters, I'/hen this hanpened to me twice late st
night, when I was duty officer,of the battalion hezdquarters comoany, I
decided to do something about it. ‘/then this happened to me 2gain what I
did wzs to have thgoffender's platoon drzsss and marched tham all to the
station to pick up the man, At first L got a few nard looks but then I
think the men began to realize ~hat the officers had been having to put uo
with, At any rate, the men began to police themselves and, whenever I was
duty officer, [ had no mora trouble, Oh, well, I supncose Kipling was right
when he wrote "---Single men in barracks don't grow into plaster saints",

:e needed another 37 mm antitank sun and ammunition for trzining
the low point men who were being transferred into the regiment and I went
with the supply officer to the depot at Rethel, France to nick it uo. Ve
took a jeep and two 3/4 ton woapons carriers. Since Qlethel wss only 30
miles from the Belgium border it was 3 roundtrip of zbout 500 miles, so
we got a chance to see almost all of central 2nd northern rural Froance,

If you are interestad and have a map of France, you can follow our route,
From Dole we traveled throuzh Dijon, Chati’lon-sur-seine, Troyes, Chalons,
to Reims and then on to Rethel, wWe stayed in Reims for 36 hours ~nd had a
chance to spend a little more time to visit the beautiful cathedral thers,
I thought it surpassed llotre Dsme. [t was for more ornate than the Enzlish
cathedrals, The flying buttrcsses(side supports on the outside) wcre built
higher from the foundation, 'We shopoed a little in Reims and I bought two
little bronzes of a man and a womsn in Norman dress and carrying yoke
buckets on their shoulders, They are still around the house somewhere, I
also bought a bracelet for little Yargaret and some earrings for Nanny,.
The trip back to Dole took a little longer since we were towing the gun
behind one of the trucks and we met or passed many long convoys of units
moving to and from Germany and to the southern debarkation ports on the
Mediterranean, It was an interesting trip =nd we had no trouble with our
vehicles, I couldn't pronounce the names of some of the French towns that
we passed but we had no trouvle finding them on our maps,

In the last week of July 1945 I left the regiment and became a
military policeman. I rcceived orders transferring me to the 380th Military
Folice Battalion, which was classified as a Cat-gory IV init. This is how
it came about,

Going back a little to mid June 1945, with ths war in Eurooe
over and things moving pretty much our way in the Pacific, the army estab-
lished a system of credit points for officers and men, and classification
of units which would determine how units would be used and the order in
which officers and men would be rele-sad from the service, It was a
pretty good plan, even if a bit complicated, but you may be intarested in
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knowing how it worked.

Units were classilicd in lour categorlius. Catorrory I units woero
schoduled for occupation or other duty in Europe. Catogory II units were
scheduled for movement to the Pacific, either dirzct from curope or for a
return to the United States for additional Training and then on to the
Pacific. Category IIL ware units waiting to be classified , and Category
IV wore units waiting for transportation to the States to be demobilized,

The point system for officers and men was based on so many points
for each month of service in the United States, so many for each month of
overseas service, and so many for decorations, campaign stars, and wounds.
Because of our long months of ssrvice, both at home and oversaas, »nd be-
cause the regiment was olligable for two camnaign stars on our theater
ribbons, almost all of the older officers and men had high voint totals,
My own point total was 111, Since 85 wes considered high, I had more than
enough for a transfer to a Catogory IV unit and an early return to the
states as soon as ships were available, Actually, my score was a little
higher than that, since I had been awarded the Bronze Star medsl in the
£all of 1944, but didn't know it at the time. The long months and years
had finally paid off for us.

The 118th Infantry Regiment was classified as Category II by the

War Department and 21l men with over 85 points and non-essentisl high point
officers would eventuslly be transferred to Category IV units with the
opvortunity of returning home sooner. The regiment would then be brought

up to strength with low pointers, brought back to the states, 2nd then on

to the Pacific. So many low pointers had been now transferred into regiment
that we were overstrength and it wes time for some of the. high nointers to
leave, I was one one of these, Thus I became a Policeman. It wasn't easy
for me to leave the regiment which h=d been home to me for so long, and good-
" byes were difficult.

My orders called for me to proceed by government transportation
to Luxembourg and report to the C.0. of the 380th M.P Bn. there. I got a
jeep and driver and started out through France again, Luxembourg was about
175 miles from Dole, and I had been through much of the country before, so
finding my way didn't present much of a problem., However, I hzd never been
to Luxembourg before., I will tell you more about the city »nd the Grand
Duchy a little later on, as you will see.

“hen I arrived in Luxembourg city I found Company C of the 380th
stationed there, but the battalion he-dquarters had moved to St. Quentin,
France about a week before, After cating and gassing up, my driver and I
started for St. Quentin which wss about 125 milos dus west, By this time
I was beginning to feel like the young army officer of Edward cverestt
Hales short story, "The Man Without a Country"; destined to travel forev.-r
At long last, I reachad St. Quentin and.reported to Lt, Col. Burke. who :
commanded the 380th, After he had welcomed me to the battalion h; told b
me that he would like for me to stay at the herdquarters for a éay and :
learn somathing about the paper work »nd revorts that mwould be requirsd
after which he was sending me to the bactalion's D Company for two week;
indoctrination in military police operations., This suited me fine - iy
I was going to be a policeman I might as well start learning how to ge
Co. D was located in Soisson France, which w~g about 35 miles south of N
Quentin, <“hen I arrived there, everyono scemed plessed to se eta e
cularly after they saw the six ovarsszs bars on my sleeve i
thét they thought if men with as much overseas sarvice ;;.I
rdnsfgrred into the battalion it was a sure sign the unit w

partic
They told me

had were being
ould soon be



going home., I had to chuckle when they had » snecial formation to intro-
duce me to ths company and the canstain told mo to be sura ord vesr my
blouss so ovoryono could suo tho sorvice bars, [t was cortainly a good
example of "clothes making the man",

Yy two weeks indoctrination failed to materialize, After four
days, the brttalion adjutant brousht me ordors from the battalion to cro-
ceed back to Luxemoourg City and take command of C Comvany, with a battery
of field artillery attached.slso to be under my command. The sama orders
designated me as Provost larshal of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, a small
section of France to include Thionville and a section of e-stern Belgium
around Arlon., I had been aninfantryman for almost five years and here I
was in five days time to be commanding a military police comdany, a
battery of field artillery amd to be Frovost iHarshal of a whole country,
even though a small one, The company motor pool furnished me with a jeep
and driver, M.P. arm band, white web belting, pistol lanyard, ard all, and
away I went through northern France to Luxembourg again, My travels were
getting to be pretty much like riding on a merry-go-round, as you can see.
It was about a 130 mile trip, The weather was sunny and warm, and even
the roads were fairly smooth, and I soon dozed off, e hit a bumo and I
awoke with the jolt and noted that the driver had floor-boarded the
accelerator and we were barreling along about as fast 3s the jeen would
go. To show you how green I was I turned to the driver =nd said in my
most fatherly manner, "Son, you had better slow down before the M,P.s gst
us." Hs renlied in a mest. rzasonable voice, "But Can'n, we a2re the M.P.s.”
Time passed quickly 2fter that and we soon arrived in the city of Luxem-
bourg, which is the capitol of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg and which you
will know from your gaograrhy studies is a small indenendent country
located where Francs, Bolgium and Germany meet, The country has an area
of approximately 1000 square miles, which makes it slightly smaller than
the state of Rhode Island, and is about 35 miles esst-west and 55 miles
north-south, It is a very old country and filled with ancient f-rtifi-
cations and castles. I later read that there were 130 old c~stles, some
dating as far back as the Roman Zmpire. I was able to see a3 few of these,
Their architecture reflected many different nztionalities and cultures,
Luxembourg was probably a part of iors countries than any other in curopse,
Yany people may not know that the Grand Cuchy wzs once a »art of Soain,
Over the years it was also ruled by Austria, Holland, Beolgium 2nd France,

The countryside 1s rolling and hilly with some low heavily
forrusted mountains in the north., These are called the Ardennes, through
which the Germans sttacked during the "3attle of the Bulze"., The country
is called a "Duchy" because it is ruled by a grand duke or a duchess.

During the time I was there Grand Duchess Cuearlotte ‘ras the ruler, She

ard hsr two grown sons, Prince Felix and Prince John,had returned from
refuge in &ngland, after the allies had liberated Luxembourg for the

second time after the Battle of tho Bulze, and now hended the governmnent
again, After four years of occupation by the Germans, it was s hanny time
for all of the people. I found them more open and friendly than the French?

To get back to my story -- the city of Luxombourg had a vopiulation
of about 60,000 at that time and was situated on a olateau at the junction
of the Alzette and Petrusse rivors. 3Stecep rocky cliffs dropned down to
the rivers on three sides of the city. [t was first built as 2 walled
fortress clity in the middle 2zes and, as we dr ove over the high stine
bridge ovar the Alzette River and into tho center of town. we could sea
parts of the wall's ruins along tho tops of the cliffs, { ;
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Je had no trouble Tinding tho military polico station, since it
uns tho socond timo in only o wonlk tiat hatt beon Lo thoe city, L "van
received with all the "snao, crackls and poo" militery courtesy that
only military policemen and marines soom to be 1bla to ~chisve, The C
Company comnander that I was relieving was a low point man and was moving
on to the ‘acific. We snent the afternocon nnd next day inventorying the
company property and my learning about tha disnosition of the units 2nd
how they were operating., There was a squad under a technical sergeatt
located at Thinnville, France about 20 miles to tho south, 2nd two squads
under a lieutenant, who were operating a detention stockade for American
troops awaiting trial in Arlor, Belgium, about 15 miles to the wast just
across the bo:der. The rest of C Company and the field artillery bzttery
was located in the city of Luxsmbourg, with two C Comnany lieutenants and
two with the battery. Only one of the four lisutenants wore ths crossed
pistol insigniaof the Military Police Qorps. The others were Infantry and
Artillery, so I wasn't alone in’my ignorance.

On the plus side, the accomodations, frecilities 2nd other
arrangements were set up for a full battalion of milit~ry police under the
command of a Lt, Colonel, Jhen the battalion hoadquarters left nobody
thought to make a change and I wasn't about to, Exceot that I didn't know
"beans" about how to be a policeman., It was a "honey" of a set-un. For
example, the officers lived in a big anartment housa in the best section
of town, with 6 large bedrooms, two bathrooms, a living room and a kitchen
and dining area, We oven had a housekzeoer, a blonde woman of about my
age, who came to work early each morning and cooked our breskfasts., After
breakfast, she made the bsds, cleaned the arartment, and I sent a jeeo
around at mid-morning to taks hzr to the commissary to pick uo food to
stock the apartment, :She left in the esrly afternoon, I think she was
pleased with the set-up, since she could eat lunch before she left each
day. The only drawback was communications. She sroke almost no Znglish,
but with a little high school French, a little "pig &nglish", 2nd a lot of -
sign language we managed, Exceot for breakfaest, I ate my other meals at
the comnany mess which was across town.

As company commander I had my ouwn jeep and drivar. As Crovost
Marshal of the Grand Duchy I had a2lso assigned to me two black ssd>ns with
civilian drivers in regular chauffeur uniforms. They orked in shifts,
with one reporting to the anmartment 2t 6 AM =nd staydng on duty uatil
3 PM, 2nd the oth=r renortins to the statisn at that time and staying
until 11 PM., Again the vroblem of communication. The chauffeurss-oke
only French and German and, of cour:e, their native l~nguage called
Luxembougeois, which sounded to me like a mixture of the two. It was a
real challengs but, with ths help of three English spenking Luxembourg
policemen,who were 2ssigned to the company, I usually managed to make my
wishes known. My usual practice was to get the Luxembourg nolicamen to
tell the chauflfeurs where I wented to go and wvhat [ wznted to do, After
that, we wers on our own znd it ususlly "boi'ed" down to "Bon Jour"
"Bon Soir" and "Arret izi " (good day, good 2vening -nd stop here_)' “hen
I wanted to et away from the pomp 2nd ceremony, I usually drove my own
Jeep. It wasn't really all that b-d. The ncoples wera vory friendly and

coo~erative and I could almost always find a Luxembrurpger wh d
a little wsnglish.to heln me out, o et e

When the old comnany commander left early on the second mcrning
.
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the oniy real milit-ry :;oliceman left with tha compiny was the avecutive
officer, Lt. Irick, and [ Jerond:d on him to pobt mo off on the right foot.
Ho was z good officer »nd I don't know whal I woulid hrve done slthout hium.
The sergeznts and othsr nisn-com were old h-nds too ~nd, »s usuz2l, did a
good job of running thsir nzrt of the company in s:ite of my inex-erience,

I soon lesrned what a desk ssrgeant »nd » duty serge2nt was »nd
how a volice blotter was kant. e had vice, troffic, investig-tion (de-
tective), »nd rzgulsr patrol squads -- some on fuot, some in jez-s -nd
some on motorcycles, [t was learning the h-rd way all over again for
me -- evsn the little things, For axample, I soon found that the motor-
cycle mounted patrol members were ficrcely proud of their motorcycles and,
wnen [ had trouble gstting them to rumembsr to wear their protective helmets,
all i had to do was threaten to take them off m:torcycle patrol and "oresto"
the helmets were :lways on. Of gourse, theoy weren't forgotting, they were
only trying me out. One of the first tnings I had to learn 'was that while
most people move away from trouble, a noliceman h#s to always move toward it,
One thing for certain, there wsre few dull roments, which made time pass
rapidly.

After a few days [ bagan to try 2 few things on my own 50 the
others wouldn't think all infantrymen hzd two left feet, The desk serseant
sa2t benimd 2 dask in the front room of the statinn and ke-t the volicse
blotter, which was a2 record of arrssts. I had been nnticing that --hen
natrols brought in soldizrs who had one too many, they vould somstimes
braca thzmselves unsteadily, with their two h-nds on the surgs-nt's desk,
which caused them to b3 looking down at the s2rg=zant. I remambered thrt
2ll the desks [ had seen in large city oolice stations, and in the movies,
had been elevated and the operson being booked had to look up at the desk
sergeant. I figured this was good psychology and had 2 sobering effect.

I had the comvany carnenter build a rzised olatform and put the dask on
it. It scemed to work, ~nd the sergeants seemaed im~resszad, Officers are
fairly easily imprassed slace .ost of the time you just have to throw in
an extra "sir" or two, but “hen you have impresszd a sergeant you have
really accomplished sometiing, [ lik2 to think my stock went up just a
little bit, and several said they wondered why they hadn't thought of it
before., Oh well, such are the little things in life.

secause of having to spread th: officers to cover a frirly large
area, there ware only four offic2rs availaole for duty in the city »nrover,
Lt. Irick and [ in the !MP company and two in the artillery battery. As a
result our hours were pretty long. I usually went to work at 8 o'clock
in the morning and stoooed at 10 o'clock at night. tvery fourth night,
as duty officer, [ had to remain at the station until 2 o'clock in the
morning, The next day I slept a little longer, and the housckesner cooked
me a late oreakfast; which [ ate a2t my leisure, so it wasn't too b-d,

The days were usually {airly quiet, but in ths evenings, when
leave trucks started coming into town,the cafes and bars filled quickly
and the streets were crowded with soldiers [rom the many units stationed
in the vicinity. That was another thing I le-rned -- when work stanped
for othars, the iiPs work began. ;

Somg things thst hao-ened w2re serious and saiz were almost
humorous. e had a sobering-up cell in the basement and [ remember one
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evening [ wes si.timg in wmy officy when the duty serguant r-n in -nd told
me that a soldi:r they n~d rec:ntly put in thno anll wnrs toraatoning to
hang hiwself if we souidn't turn nim loosce. L hurriz2d d o to the o se-

ment with sever:l of the duty saquad and found the soldier standing on a
cot with oite ond of a striz of blanket he had torn .[{ tied ar-und his
neck. He .hcd thrown the other end over an overhead pire ~nd was holding
the looso erd in oneh-nd, There wisn't much chonc2 of him hurting him-
self if he jumped cff the cot -- he would only pull the loose =nd out of
his hand, «hen I pointad this out to him hs saw how silly it w=s and sat
down on tha cot and began to laugh. I told the duty sermeant to take him
for a cold shower and soine strong coffae.

I remember ~nother evening when a ratrol brought in » zroun of
about eight soldiers who h=d gotten into a fight in a cafe and had broken
up soms furniture. I could hear them milling around in the main room.
Oordinarily [ left such things to the desk scrgeant to h-ndle but, o~fter
a few minutes, he came into the office and told me that he thought I
ought to sees one of tho men, so I told him to bring him in., ‘“Jhen he came
in I could see what thne difficulty iras, He was wearing the ribbon of the
Consressional Medal of Honor. It wa2s our usual practice to book offenders,
hold them until they sobered us,if needed, =znd then turn them over to
their units for disciplinary action. ‘However, I couldn't bring myself to
follow our usual croceedure -7ith this soldi=r, The w»r was over and I
felt that this wan had done more than his share to ord it, what [ did
was to tell him I wisn't going to book a man wearing a medal like his ard
would make a bargain =ith him -- which was to collect enough money from
the oth:r men to pay the cafe owner for the damsges they hod caused, then
load the men on their truck, and I would have one of my jeep natrols es-
cort them two miles out of the city snd he was not to return that night.
He gave me his word, and that was that. ith the war over ond so many
men with idle time, I surrose that it was incvitoble that somo steam had
to be blown., Don't zet tihe idea that military no’iczmen were cream »uffs,
they weren't, That's why they wore sidearms ~nd carried night sticks.

The use of force was a matter of judgment, to be »voided if rossible but,
if needed, to be aoplied promptly =nd unaz4ttztingly, It yeus my odscrva-
tion t.at if a policeman hesitates or shows indoécision he loses control

of tha situation. It is not an sasy job but I =m h2wny to say that at no
time I was in Luxeambourg did any of the men have to draw his oistol.. A
clean scrap with fists is one thing, but if knives are drawn it's somethiné
else again., [t w»s 2lso my ooservation that more fights were broken un by
whistlas than with nishtsticks,

ilo two ircidents scemed to be the s2me., I rz2membur sn: avening
#¢ received 5 call thet a soldier had fallen off the hizh stine arch criage
over tne Alzette diver, Tho oridie wes at least 20U feet high., I cslled
an ambulance to meet us under the bridse on the ro-d at the bsotto: of the
cliff. I didn't think the man had a chance to survive the fall. “hen we
got tanere we found that the soldier had fzllen from the bridge anrrosch
rather then the center over ths rocky river. The 2poroach h-d about a
39° slope and w2s covered with moss zrowing over the stone. He hit near
the top and slid on the moss all the way to the bottom, Avrarantly £;e
moss slowea himbp and, as luck would have it, he ended uo in a boe He
Wwes sitting looking around shen we reached him., I was amazed a{i hevhwd
was a badly skinned face and shoulder and z twistad ankle. I.thihx that
Ferhans the drinks he h=d made aimpo ralaxed th-t ny bones rore brﬂken>
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The medic-l officer =ith the amoulance g-mve him first aid -nd took nim to
the hospital for A niyht's obsorv-tion, [ le~rnod that ho was reloasnd
the next day. So endad ~nothur tyoleal day,

A fau nichts later we sot a call thzt a jeeo h-d run off a
bridge over » small .:tream about ten iiles north of the city. The ambu-
lance had gotten there ahead of us, since the c~11l reachad the hospital
first., +e found that the driver h2d been killed but thzs soldier riding
beside him hadn't been hurt very badly but was intoxicated and couldn't
tell us very much about what had haosoecned, He did tell we that there was
another soldier riding in the back seat. The aide man from the ambulance
had searched, but had not found him. I went to the bridge rail and looked

. over and saw the jeep on the rocks of a swift flowing stream with one head-
lizht still on. Tho other liPs went with me under the bridge and we began
searching around the jeep and along the banks downstrecam, but could find
nobody, 3By that time a number of Luxembourgers hsd gathered and they
helped us look. 9neo of them told me that thsrs was a platoon of the
Luxembcurg army stationed about 14 miles down the road, so I sent my
driver to get more help, A short while later about 20 men showed up with
lanterns and flashlights and we organized a secrch along both sides of

the stream., It was rough going in the dark, After about two hours of
searching downstream and going about 3/% of a mile it was about 1:30 in
the morning and we had found nothing. I thought 2bout how confused the
injured man had sounded when I talked to him and I thought he might have
sobered up enough by then to remember more about what happsned. I sent
the duty sergeant back to the hospital in the city to talk with him again,
In about 45 minutes the sergesant returned 2nd said I was right. The man
had been able to remember what happened and had told him that there had
been another soldier with them, but they had let him out at his unit a
short while before the accident, Thus ended our search , and we were re-
lieved that it turned out not as bad as it might have been. I thanked all
those who had helped and, after havianz coffee at the Luxembourz army camo,
we went back to the station where I notified the injured 2nd dead man's
unit, wrote a brief rsport and turned in. It was 3} o'clock in the morning.
It had been a long day.

When pay day cams around I thougat it was going to be just like
the many others. [t turned out to be a2 little differcnt, Our usual oro-
ceedure was to prepare the payroll roster with names, ranks, serial numbers,
lengths of service, allotments, deductions, etc,, and submit this to the
finance officer., The net pay for =2ch man would then be calculated 2nd the
total payroll money would be olasced in canvas bags. I would then nick up
the completed payroll roster 2nd the money and pay the soldier in cash in
the currency of the country we were in when he steored up to the table,
saluted and gave nis name, Sounds simple, doesn't it? I usually h-d another
officer or senior sergeant sitting bsside me to rsatch everything I did so
that [ wouldn't make a mistake whon I countzd out the money. what made this
payroll different was that [ had to pay off in three countries, in three
different currencies, with slightly different rates of exchznge -- Frénch
francs, Belgium francs and Luxembourg francs, To help me keep things
straight I usad three different wztchers so that I wouldn't forget what
country I was in, Since I had to sign for the money I drew from the
finance officer [ was glad when this payday was over and everything bal-
anced out,

You may be interestzd in what my pay was as a soldior,
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My base pay with longevity was $230.00 ner month
as a captain, with ten years commissioned sarvice, which mornt %hrt I got
$10.00 oxtra for oach Lhres yoars ol commlsslonud service, or "lowgles"
as thay were called, To this was added my overseas nay of $20,00,subsi-
stance pay of 542,00 and a rental allowance of $90.00 (because no family
quartsrs were assigned). Thus my total monthly pay was $992:00...% 0L
this [ sent Nanny a monthly allotment of $300.00 ~nd had deducted $7.50
for army life insurance. This left o with $74,50 per month for food,
clothing, P.X. (vost exchange), supolies and incidental exrenses, As
strange as it may seem to you, this was amnle and [ actuzlly saved money
while I was overseas znd evon ssnt a little extra money home to Nanny.
You must remember that a dollar went a great deazl further in those days.
There was little for me to spnd my money on, and 2 coco-c2la cost a
mickle and a 1/2 pint of beer a dime. Other ranks were paid comnarably,
For example, a private's base pay was 360,00 per month, but was furnished
food and clothing without cost. Officers had to pay for their food, which
we did by paying to the mess fund each month, To give you an idea of how
much that amounted to, I found in old records that during the neriod July
15t through September 8th, 1945 , I paid the government $52,50 for 210
meals, which was 25¢ per meal. MNanny told me that she and little Margaret
lived comfortably while I was away on the $300,00 a’lotment and the money
she earned when she worked part of the time, and even vaid off vart of the
house mort,g2Z2and went on vacation to the beach., Besides being a bcautl-
ful doll she waﬁélways smart and a good manager.

Something new seemed to happen every day. One morning a mayor
of a small village in the northern oart of the country telephoned to tell
us that there was a small grouo claiming to be from the Free French army
going from village to village confiscating personal oroverty from vpeople
they said had collaborated with the Germans during the occunation. The
mayor could speald fair English and, when I got him to slow down, I could
understand him pretty well. He said that his neople had not been collab-
orators and wanted our helo in running down the gang of robbers, I told
him to sit tight and I would send a patrol up right away, It took the
patrol a day and a half to run the Frenchmen down, ihen they returnsd
they had six men dressed in mixed uniferms, one woman, two trucks losded
with loot and one sedan. The leader was wearing a French army officer's
kepi (cao)._ The loot consisted of clothing,. furs, radios, cameras, phono-
graphs, framed pictures, small pieces of furniture and food -- quite a
haul. %“hen the bunch cazme into the station they were all jabbering at me
in French and what they thought was Znzlish, I soon got tired of listen-
to them amd told the sergeant to lock them in the holding cells. They
wanted to keep the woman at the station too, but I took a "dim view" of
that, I put her in one of the spare rooms in the officer's anartment,
with a guard on the door. The next day I turned the gang over to the
French legation, and asked the Luxembourg police to try to return the
loot. Just a typical da,'s work in the 1life of a policeman,

Another day one of the city oatrols came in »nd told me that - ¢
the Luxembourg police had fourd a warehouse filled with Nazi banners and
flags and wanted suggestions as what shouldbe done with them. I took a
look and thore were hundreds of the large banners used to line the streets
and for Nazi rallies. I supnose they were in readinsss for a triumohal
visit by Hitler after the war., Boy, were they wrong, I sugzested that"
the men of the M.P. company and the battery be allowed to help themselves
to souvenirs and the rest be given to any of the city ladies who mizht
want them to make dranes and dresses out of. The Luembourgers thoight
that this was a good idsa, I even brought one home myself and gave it to
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a son of one of my friends.

In tho middlo of ths country noar Ltlolbruck therce was a largo
prison in which a number of the Nazi leaders were belng hold for war crime
trials latsr held in Nuremberg, Germany. These included such men as
Hermann Guering, Rudolf Hess, Von Ribbentroo snd Hjalmer Schacht, You
will recall from your history studies that Goering was later sentenced to
death, but committed suicide before ne was hanged., Although the orison
was within my area of responsibility, they had their own security forces,
which suited me fine. I had enough to do as it was, One of my vatrols
stopped by the prison one day and on its roturn the sergsant, who was
loading it, came in with a doubls handful of medals and told me thet they
had a large box full of decorations they had taken off the high ranking
prisoners and that a sergeant friend of his told him to help himself. He
told me that he wanted to shars them with me, so I picked out an iron
cross and a German cross (given for civilian as well as war service), I
gave-the iron cross to a young friend when I got home, but the German
cross is on the wall of my den. I wouldn't know which one of the Nazi
rankers wore it but you mignht be interested in looking at it,

On August 6, 1945 we heard in radio announcements that a new
type of bomb with the explosive force of 20,000 tions of TNT ~nd --ith 2,000
times the blast of the biggest bomb ever used had bean dropoed by our Air
Force on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. This was ths first atomic bomb
we had ever heard of, and we instinctively knew that this was thoe beginn-
ing of the end of the war with Japan. In spite of the many questions
raised over the years as to the justification for its u3e, there are many
service men living today who wculdn't be here if we had had to invade the
main islands of Japan. It should oprobably also be remembered that thers
would have been no Hiroshima if thore had been no Fearl Harbor, A few
days later a second such bomb was dropned on Na:;asaki, and on August 14,
1945 Japan accented the allies surrender terms. The war was over and
there was peace throughout the werld for the first time in many ye-rs,

It was rather strange in » way how we took tine news of the war's
end, I didn't see a crowd gatherec or a voice rzised, I doubled my town
patrols, as a yrecaution, but things seemed even quieter than usual, Every-
one, including our soldiers, seemed to bs filled with 2z quiet happiness,

Of course we had our usual nizhtly drunks and c»fe figl s, but I supnosed
most of the soldiers, like myself, were thinking mostly of home and the
days to come, and thanking God,

wWith the end of the war with Javan, all movement of troops to
the Pacific was halted and priority went to the high point men for their
return to the States. On August 19, 1945 I recsived a telephone call from
battalion headquarters telling me that I was relieved from sssignmant with
the 380th M.P, Battalion and was to report to the 146th Reinforcement Dsoot
at Compiegne, France for processing and return to the U, 3., I WAS ON MY
WAY HOME! My 111 voints and three years overseas had "pzid off", :

I wasted no time and, after inventoring propsrty, I turned the
command over to Lt, Irick, with my thanks for his help, and drew a Jeep
from the motorpool., The last thing I remember was driving away from the
apartment with the housckesner standing on the curb waving zood-bye with
tearq_running down her face, I woniered h:w many othar snlgiers she had
waved good-bye to.
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It wasn't Just a mattor of votting on A shin and going hamo,
Jith the many millions ol men in both thoaters of war L hnd to writ my
turn. As it turned out, [ didn't s-il until three wesks later, During
this time I stayed in various holding b-ttalions, moving always closer to
the channel debzrkation rorts. I had no comnand resronsibilities =nd
absolutely no duties to rerform. A'l I had to do as eat, sleeo and grow
"fat and hoppy". g

The Complegne dsnot w2s on the Oise River on the graunds of an
old chateau, It wasquizt penceful surroundings and the special s=rvice
forces went 21l out to make our stay a plessant ons. They arranged sight-
seeing tours for us to nearby nistorical sizhts, barze rides on the river
-and canals, ball games, oicture shows twice a day and just about anything
we asked for. After the rush of the last few years it was the proverbial
"[ife of Riley ". I remember there was an oven air bser garden surrounded
by a split rail fence, and tablss and benches under shads trees inside the
enclosure. There wers colored lanterns for nizht. The beer garden opened
at 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon, about an hour before evening mess, and
opencd again after we had eaten. I made friends with an officer about my
age who nad arrived at the depot about a wezk before I did. He offered to
show me around a2nd invited me to join him at the garden for a beer. - He
sz1d he thought I would enjoy something he had hcen watching all wesk, He
wouldn't tell me what it was out said that I could see it for myself., We
arrived at the beer garden about five minutes bsfore opening time and stood
in line with the others. [ noticed there was a littls wire halired Scotch
terrior lined up and waiting also. My friend told me to keeo my eyes on
the little fellow. ihen the gate opened he trotted right in 2nd sat down
between two tables near the center of the enclosure, e ordered our beers
with an order of chips (fried ootatoes), which were served in a small card-
board container, I «ept watching the little dog. Fretty soon one of the
officers finished his potatoes, filled tha container from his beer mug and
put it down on the ground. The little dog pricked up his ears, trotted
over and oegan lapning up the beer. 'When he h»d finished, 2nother card-
board container full was wziting for him, After awhile he w=sn't so much
trotting as weaving between containars, occasionally pausing to make use of
the trees., Sometime later, as was bound to hapoen, he stumbled against a
table, fel) down, crawled under it and passed out, I supvose it would be
more considerate to say ne went happily and peacefully to sleep. My new
friend said that he had been watching the little dog all week and each
evening, at five minutes to 5:00, he was always waiting in line, 2s he was
svery evening I was there also,

I enjoyed the barge ride on the Oise River very much, It was
about a twenty mile trip and ths westher was sunny and warm., W“We spaunt 3ll
afternoon just sitting on the deck and enjoying the scenery, It gave me
the chance to see rural France away from the noise ard traffic of the roads,
Our barge was towed by a French canal tug boat, with 3 tall funnel hinged at
the base, and everytime we passed under a bridge one of the crew took hold
of a rope attached to the stack and pulled it down. e went through ssveral
locks where tho water raised ard lowered the boats, !then we aparoached a
lock the tug boat would give a "Toonyville toot" on its whistle and the
women and young girls who operated them hurried to open the gatas Many of
them wore woodsn shoes like the Dutch, since the banks were damn ;nd wooden
§hoes were excsllent In keeping out the water, The women and girls als
orought apples and graves, along with big smiles, as were passing throgzh

2
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the locks. These people seemed very different from those in large towns.
Wo passed: ovar candy bars, cigarottoa and chowing gum, which worn rocolved
with many "Mercl beaucoups" (Thanks very much),

Another trip that I enjoyed very much was to the chateau Plerre-
fonds which was built in 1390, It was an imoressive sight and more 1like a
a fortress castle, or a palace, than a chateau, It was enormous. There
were about 25 officers in our group and we went in two trucks, with sand-
wiches, coke and beer for lunch, and made a day of it. Who said you
couldn't have a picnic in the army? You might call it a pleasant inter-
lude; to us it was a grand relaxing time,

‘It was time to move on closer to the chsnnel. Before leaving
Comoiegne I got my last command, Actually it wasn't really a command, but
a group of 65 enlisted men from all branches of the service and all ranks,
that I was to take home with me, They were a good bunch and a happy one,
and gave me something to occupy my time. Being the only officer, I got to
know the men pretty well and we had a pleasant time in the short while we-
were together. The senior sergeants were real veterans and all I had to
do was let them know what I wanted done and forget about it, After a few
days when the men found out how long I had been overseas,and that I wasn't
going to throw my rank around, I got the feeling that they made up their
minds to see that I had a safe and pleasant trip home. ‘e really Jjust look-
od uwfter each other. It was a good feeling and you won't find it much
outside of the army. Another thing that made the assignment easy for me
was the large number of non-coms and the skills of the various branches,
A1l had homes in North and South Carolina, In lookling over a cooy of our
travel orders before writing this, I noted that there were two master
sergeants, two teechnical sargeants, four sta2ff sergeants, sixteen sergeants
or tec 4's and sixteen corporals or tec 5's, The branches represented were
infantry, field artillery, signal,ordinance, quartermastsr, transoortation,
alr force, cavalry, medical, chemical warfare, military police and two I
didn't know what anch they were from., I meant to ask them but never got
around to it. B1/Dby their branch designations., I don't think we could
have gotten more of a mixture had we tried. What I didn't know it was easy
to find someone else that did.

We left Compiegne by train in the afternoon a2nd traveled about
100 miles to the channel. This time we traveled more comfortsbly in one
baggage car and one half passenger and half baggage car, As C.0, I had a
seat in the passenger section with the senior non-coms, We arrived shortly
after dark at a hold battalion a few hundred yardsiinland from Dieppe,
France, which was the town where the British and Canadia2ns made their un-
successful raid on the continent before D day. It was raining when we
arrived and very muddy. Being so near the channel there was also a heavy
fog. We were quartered in tents with canvas cots, so were soon out of the
weather and dry. However, I don't think anything could have damoened our
spirits this ‘near home. Perhaps nsar is not quite the word, since we.
still had over 3,000 miles to go. We found out the next day that we were
at Camp Lucky Strike and about 45 miles from LeHavre, France , which was to
be our embarkation vort. x

-

Yl stayed at Lucky Strike for two days and, on the morning of
Ehe third, went by truck to tho docks at LeHavre to board our ship, the
S.S7 Pachaug Victory". So ---- Here I am back at the beginning o} ny
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story, voarding thes troopship thot w-s to take mo home.

The "racnaug" was o~bout 3,000 tons and of the Yictory shipiclass),
which mwant that shs wss built during the war and fairly new, As sach man
came aboard he was gziven 2 red or blue card -with a.uumber on it., tlot be-
ing a larze shin, thore wasn't enouyh room for each man to have a bunk of
his own, so it was necessary for two men tn t~rke turns slee-~ing in one
bunk. As an officer, I shared a cabin with three others and did have my
own bunk. The army hsd gone all out to stock the shin with the finsst food
available for both officers and men, including fresh meats ~nd vegstables,
fresn eguzs, fruit, ice cream, white bread baked daily ~nd, »robably best
of all, fresh milk. There wasn't 2 can of Smam in sight. With my first
meal I drank a quart of ‘milk ~nd ate six slices of white bre~d, I thought,
"So, this is what fresh milk tastes like"., [t t-sted iors like vanilla
milkshake ~nd unswcetened ~ngel food cake -- no fooling, it really did.
Zach meal was a real nlezsure and we all stuffed ourselves, I remember one
evening e even had eggnog. The food alone made the tric a ole-sant ons,
and Lord knows the men deserved it. Bscause of the number of oeopls aboard
the mess stayed oven day and night, excert for o few hours in the middle of
the night. “hen the cooks and mess sttendants finished serving one meal it
was almost time for another,

The weather cleared up when we left the channel benind and,
awcent for a little rough s=as two days out, it was wrrm and sunny, and
all we had to do was sit on the decks with our backs against the surer-
structurs, soak up the sun and daydream, How different it wass from the
trip over, with no blackouts at nizht nor the possibility of submarine
and air zttack, e were traveling -lons since, of course, no efcorts were
needed, It was a little strange not to see other shizs around us.

Carrying little or no cargo, the siair rode high »nd when we ran
into the rough seas and sile rose on a swell and drovned into a trough, it
sounded like a ton of bricks falling through ths forward hatch. +hzn this
happened the first time it sounded to me like the front end had broken off,
but I soon got used to the noise and the swells soon flattened out, -

Time passed quickly and in no time a2t all -re wera rassing Caoe
Cod and hexding to 2oston harbor, whare a himecomning surorise awaited us,
The first thing we saw on a grassy hill to starboard (right side) were
large white painted wooden letters, eight feet high, s-~elling out ".elcome
Home", llext two fire boats metﬂu%ne on sach side, 'with =11 of their
nozzles shooting jets of dyed water, in several different colors, into the
sky. There was a small band on each and a numoer of 'WACs waving and shout-
ing greetings, I remained 2t the rzil with the others, wstching in 2we,.
I could feel the moisture coming in my eyes 2nd thought, "Hexe now, you're
a soldier ard soldisrs don't cry". Than [ gl-anced at 2 sergeant standing
beside me and saw tears rolling down his cheeks, I knew then that I wasn't
zlone in my feelings. Je continued on into the harbor, past many ships all
sounding tasir whistles in salute as we passed, It w-s a grind feeling!
it is a shame that the Vietnem veterans weren't given a similar welcome
ome,

and

~hen we tied uo at our dock fvent ashore we were given coffee and
doughnuts by Rod Cross ladies, 2nd borrded a real train which writed on
tracks right on the dock, It was Scptembar 16, 1945 when we 12nded,
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exactly five years to the day since [ antered Federal servico, -o wero
soon moving through the middle of Boston and on to a staging area on the
outskirts named ap-ropiratzly as Cimp Myles Standish. Je evchanged our
French francs for good ols American dollars, hzd a good night's sleso and
vere on a train heading south in thirty hours time, xverythinz was well
organized and went smoothly. After over four ye-rs of war and moving
millions of men the army and navy had become nrofessionals, No more

40 and 8's -~ e rode in pullmans on the overnight trip to Fort Bragg
near Fayetteville, Morth Carolina. As we passed through Virginis and
North Carolina we really did foel that = were zlmost home,

<Jnen we arrived at Fort bragg, we w2re given chysicals, re-
ceived our pay and were kissed good-bye. “lell, not exactly kissed, but
I don't taink tuat we would nave minded if they h-d, /e were only at
Fort Bragg for two days. I szid my good-byes to the men who came hame
with me, and #e wished each otaner well,

. A young zir force offic:r, who wss Zoing through Eartsville on
his way homs, offered me a ride, which I gl2dly acce-~ted, +hen we stoppoad
in front of my house he declined to come in,  He knew how long I had been
away and was an understanding man, I got out of the car, shouldered my
duffle bsg and sterted for the front door, The outside light came on and
my two dolls came out to meet me -- the big sne snd the little one., I
won't try to describe iwhat my feelings were -- for the simnle reason that
I couldn't if I tried. It had bzen a long journey, but I ~a2s home at
last. Thus my story ends.

NOTE: I was in ths rrmy for four months longar after I returnsd--to the-
United States, but zll of it wes spent at home on terminal leave, In fact,
I went back to work while [ was still in the army. This came about because
I had taken no lezve for four years =2nd had 2ccumulated 120 days of leave
time, with full pay and allowances., [ :ras released officially from the
Federal service on January 19,1946,

L remained in the 3outh Carolinos ilational Guard and hel-~ed reorgenize it,

#hen I left ths gusrd in June 1948 I was commanding the 2nd Battzlion of
the 112th [nfantry with the rank of Lt. Colonel.
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