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U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES 
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DESCRIPTION or ACCIDENT 

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition) ' 
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The .t.Idents ,rre flvinr night formation. After about an hour of flying 
they returned to the field and prepared to land. The pilot, on putting the gear 
switch in the down position, noticed it was not working mni that his radio was 
in-operative. He then flew the plane to 2000 feet and tried to wind the gear 
dorm by hand. After several attempts, he gave up and flew by the Tower. The 
Tower cave him a red light but he come right around and landed anyway. The plane's 
electrical system was out and. therefore, the Tower could not contact him or 
vice-versa. He landed on the runv.ay with wheels up and power on and jumped from 
the plane as soon as it hit. 

Cadet Began stayed with the plane, retarded the throttles, and shut oft the 
switches and then went bucl: to the :41ot who was unconscious on the runway. There 
was no injur:,  to the cadet and Captain McConnell suffered a brain concussion. 

Responsibility rests larcely with pilot in that he made insufficient attempt 
to lower gear manually and also ignored red light from tower. Recommend all students 
be Liven actual experience of lowering landing gear in air. 
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