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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narative of aceident,  Inelude statement of reaponsibility and rocommendations for action to prevent repetition)

A/C Simonton, N.A,, student pilot end A/C Smith, R.D., student co-pilot
were flylng local transition in AT-lOBH #41-26854 from Freeman FMeld on ES

September 1943,

Pilot states that they taxied out to take-off and made their take-off

check. When they had gone about two thirds of the way down the runway, the
wheels folded, letting.the ship down on its belly.

Major damage to both propellets, pitot mast and carburetor air scoop
asgembly. Both the pilot and co-pilot state that the landing gear switch
waa in the down poebtion on the take-off,

The ship was jacked up after the accident and the landing gear ial

found to function normelly. No evidence was found of any permanent mechanical
feilure, but there was a possible chance that there was temporary mechanical

failure in that the safety switch on the landing gear did not function properly.

Cause of the accident was either pilot error or temporary machanical
fai lure,
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