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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrntive of necldent,  Ineludo statemant of cvaponaibility and rocommendationa for action to provent rvpcl.ltion)

Biller, C. A., 2nd Lt., Instructor, and Donohue, ¥. R., 4/C, Student Pilot, were
flying local transition in AT-10 GL A.F. Wo. 42-34604 from Freeman nold. on
10 October 1943.

i e = S R X S R el S S

The pilot states that on take-off the landing gear did not retract when the
switch was put in the up position. ¥he ship continued in the pattern to make
another landing, and, on the pre-landing check, the wheel switch was put in the ]
down position and the wheels were checked visually, by the warning horms and by
the indicator on the ingtrument panel. The pilot states the wheels were in the i
normal position. The landing was made and after rolling approximately 40 feet ¢
the wheels folded up into the nacelles causing major damage to the propellers,
lower engine nacelles, and carbduretor air -coop assembly.

On inspection of the airplane after the accident there was no evidence of
permanent mechanical failure.

It is the optnion of the Aircraft Acoldent Committee that there was temporary
mechanical failure in the landing gear in that the safety switch was found to be
excessively dirty which resulted in the gear not retracting on ‘the take-off. It
1s believed that the wheels did retvract partially and then when the switch was put
in the down position for the pre—landing check the wheels did not go fully to the
down locked position.

In the future the condition of the safety switch on all airplane landing gear ,
assemblies will be inspected more frequently. :

6 Inol.
Incl # 1 - Instructor Statement.
Incl # 2 = Student Statement.
Incl ¢ 3 - Damaged Parts List.
Inol # 4 - Yorm 1.
Incl # B - Torm lA.
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