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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statcment of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Iversen, C. T., A/C, Student Pilot, and Lilghtfoot, B. E., lst Lt., Co-pilot,
Instructor, were flying local instrument in AT-10 BH A.F. No. 41-27078 from
Freeman Field on 19 October 1943.

The Instructor states that he was giving the student instrument take-offs. Om
the dommwind leg, after one of these take-offs, the regular prescribed downwind
pre-landing check was made by the pilot, however, no visual inspection was made
of the landing gear and a wheels-up landing was made causing major damage to the
propellers, carburetor air :p?o'o assembly and pitot mast assemdly. ~Li. Lightfoot
states that immediately after coming to a_ .topA_ho_noticodwthe__landins,,_t‘!l{jl#_tdx__
was in the neutral position, and it is evident that the student pilot, in putting

his wheels down, had moved the landing gear switch from the up position to the

neutral position instead of the down position, and ¢ did n
4t all. The ship had been called several times on the approach by the ground

-7 radio station notifying them that their wheels were up but the Instructor stated
i that he was én interphone at the time instructing the cadet on the landing.

The cause of the accident was pilot error. All flying personnel at this station
will, in the future, make a visual landing gear check and keep their radio tuned
to the frequency of the ground control radio while flying in the traffic pattern
and making landings or take-offs.
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