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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

-~
(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responaibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Breen, H. P., A/C, Student Pilot and Campbell, K. (NN1), A/C, Student Co-pilot,
- were flying local transition in AT-10 M A P. No. 41-27326 from Freeman Army Alr
Tield on 19 October 1943. :
A/O Breen stated that after shooting one landing he decided to test the airplane |

to see what it's ceiling was. I3 had climbed to approximately 10,000 feet and

decided not~to go any higher. He stated a normal lei-down at about 160 miles
per hour when the co-pilot took the controls and pushed the airplane into a

- steeper rate of descent. The airspeed rose above the red line limits and Cadst
Breen stated that he cautioned the co-pilot that they were exseeding the speed e
limits and pulled back on the stick. The co-pilot disrégarded the warniag snd i
pushed the_ mpmwtuutmwww‘f
—the stick back and level off and the co-pilot would not allow him to 4o so. At e
thie point Cadet Breen states he pulled bdack the throttles and the prop pitches — 3

to slow down the airspeed, but the co-pilot 8till pushed the airplane into a B
steeper dive. At this time Oadot knn states the urphno was pi.u down in a

s neu-ly nrtleal attitude.

J’\ut as the pilot noticed that tho nrlpud was u-omd 300 -nn per hour he
stated that the windshield in front of him gave away and parts of i% struck him
on the forehead. Immediatoly after the windshield gave away the controls went
full forward. The pilot immediately unfastened the safety belt and stated that
he does not remember whether he climbded out of the airplane or was thrown clear. .

* The pilot also states that he does not rememder whether the co-pilot made any.
attempt to climd out of the ship..

The airplane struck the ground and mﬁmou durst into.flames causing utll -
- injuries to Cempbell, K. (¥MI), A/C, the co-pilot. Oadet Breen's parachmte
opened succeasfully and he stated that he hit the ground very shortly after his
parachute had opened. The parachute was found within 100 Teet of the wrecked
. airplano ‘hich was a oonploto 'uh-dnt. ;
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o 'm;o caun of the acoident was |tmturo.1 f.uuro due to excessive high cp«d-
beyond the limits of the d.rphno. All flying personnel at this station have
ane and not to exceed any of its lhito.tlou. ’
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Incl #1 ~ Pilot Statement. : i
'Incl #2 - Damage Report. #
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Incl f4 = Pour (4) Eye VWitness Statements. !
Incl #5 -~ Pour (4) Photographs. . o

« e ' | .1_93'9'5

PV
‘ <mz:u. A. C.

’ c.pt‘h. AT,

A 7
FoNE, Captalu, AT,
Date ......21.00tober.. 1943 . M.rcuﬂ.ucu-n Inruu“tiu -Otztcon. 97

0. 0. COVIDREENT PRINTING GUVICE  VO—870Y-|




Col. Rundquist: This is the Accident Investigating Committee to find out the
facts about this case. I want to warn you that anything you say might .be
used against you later. However, it is your duty to give all the informatiom
you can. : ;

Cadet Hugh P. F. Breen was duly sworn .=~/ :

Captain DuChaine: Tell us Just what happened.

y

Cadet Breen: We were climbing up to see what the airplane ceiling was. Ve
were up about 10,000 feet. It was getting late, we were supposed to land adow
1245 and it was about 1215. VWe started to go dowmm. I was flying at the time.
1 started to make a let-down. He took over the controls and pushed the wheel
forward. I pulled it back. He said "No" and pushed it all the way forward.
1 pulled the throttles back. The last time I saw the airspeed it was at about
300 miles an hour., ' At that time the top of the.windshield went out. It hit
me in the face. The ship swmmg down, I had my belt undone and was thrown out
., more or less. 3 (e

Col. Rundquist: Did you open the cqoﬁyt 4

' Cadet Breen: I don't know whether I opened it or not. By the time the 'chute

—got—upen— I wgyon the ground.

Captain DuChaine: Adout what altitude woro you when the top of the Vvindshhld,
came off?

c.m Brun' 1 huo no idea what ultitudo.’th!.} was.

rmema s ey e A4 e gy T e e S ey P e TR

anutn Lyons: 'hat dlroctlon were you headed?

Captain Lyons: Were you heading toward the field?

Cadet Breen: We were heading parallel to “the fiold. then I got out I don't know

what happened to him.
Col. Rundquist: What part of the canopy came off?

Cadet Breen: I don't.believe the canopy itself came off. Right where the
canopy starts it cracked. I had my hat back on the fire extinguisher and when

the wtndlhhld went out w hat cuo forward., The tail proubly busted right off.

..Col. nu.ndquhtz Did you make any effort to pull the lbip out?

Cadet Breen: Yes; Sir. Ke was holding it 4n a dive and I was trying to gey~it
out. After a while I just gave up. ~

Col. Rundquist: The plane was always going down?

Cadet Breun: Yes, Sir., He wanted to go down steeper. He gave it a push. We

Just swung vertical as soon as the windshield went out. "The whole control column

went forward as if the tail went off.

-l-



Col. Rundquist: Who was responsidle for the airplane?

Cadet Breen: I don't know. I was responsidle for the airplane I presume. The :
~ship was assigned to me by the Instructor.

‘Col. Rundquist: Why didn't you take it away from him?

““"Cadef Breeni  WHeH Wé Ary T1ying; we-are-zllowed-to-let-the-co-pilot fly. He

would give me single-engine -and I would give him single-engine, but he couldn't
land the plane unless we changed seata.

Col. Rundquist: 1s theras any reason why he can take the ahip Awny from you and
do as he pleases or are you ro-ponnlblo?

Cadet Breen: I don't tn&w, Sir. J kmow I should have taken it over boforo he
went so far. - z

Captain Lyons: Were your instructions to split the time?
Cadet Breen: No, Sir.

—_‘UE5TEIB‘tyUuI7‘41hu-utttgnod—yon—#ho—a%*plan"

Cadet Breen: Lt. Lucu:. ny Instructor.

Captain Lyons: ,Who ausigned the other student to you? .
" Cadet Breen: ' No one;-Sir. —-We, are-allowed to pick our own_student c¢o-pilot.

None of Lt. Lucas' students were around do I Jn-t went out and ptckcd another’
student. e

s

Captain Lyons: Did you make any record of that on ybur TastruIEtort s schednie—m-—

"Cadet Breen: No, Sir. gia 5

&

Captain DuGhaine: You didn't make out a loading list and give it to the crew
shief? [

Oadet Breen: Yes, Sir, we 41d. "

-Coptain DuChaine: You gave:'them the loading list the first time you went out?

Cadet Breen: Yes, Sir.

Col. Rundquist: You actually landed on the ground even though the 'chute was
in the tree?

Cadet Broén: Yes, 8ir. -

Col. Rundquist: Was tfe nifplano burning when you hit the ground?

Cadet Breen: Yes, Sir. ; i



Col. Rundquist: How much of the airpla‘no was there to burn?
Cadet Breen: Very little.
'Col. Rundquist: I am still not clear as to what you did to prevent the affair.

Cadet Breen: We started to let down, I was flying at the time.- He wanted to
take over and I_thought that was all right. He wanted to steepen the rate of

()11 , a1 Hmd-and——kpullod-bwkd-Lcomnu-uvuLa-pMnd__
we nnt. down ver¥ically. 1 believe that as soon as he pushed it vertically, 1
could have pulled it out. Edi _ $ig

Cadet Breen was diamlnod..

The above are true statements made by me
during questioning by the Mrcraft Accidont
Classification Committee.




HEADQUARTERS
366TH SUB=DIPOT
** SKYMOUR, INDIANA

20 October 1943

SUBJECT: Aircraft Accident Report

TO: - Operations Officer, Freeman Army Air Field, Seymour, Indjana,

1, Arcraft AT-10-BH, Army Adr Farces serial nusber A1-27326
damaged in accident on 19 October 1943, was found to have the fullowing
damage. oo

QUANTITY UNIT PART NO. " DESCRIPTION STATUS

Alrplane burned after crashing, 'resulting in total
loss of airplane, ;

e

EDWARD P, “HITE
Major, Air Corps,
Maintenance Officer,



19 October 1943

To Whom It May Concern: . 9

Ae 1 was working cutting timber about 12:20 o'clock the plane flew over
where I wae working. 1 N
The plane seemed to keep gaining :’peed and 1 watched it and it apparently

flew apart just behind the wings.

/s/ Arthur Overshiner ..

"ARTHUR ovmsmm
R.R. 'L 2

Vallonia, lnd.






19 Octodber 1943

'J.‘o 'hon It May Concern:

c

__...__....-I-nmutrﬂng timber-when I saw ‘the plane, 1I¥ was very high and was
going top speed. And all nt onco the plane fell in to Junt behind the wings

and the engine went straight down. The back end went up in the air. J\ut

then-it-—went out of sight.

1 /s/ lvan Doyle

IVAN DOYLE
N SR e R.R- '1.

Tnd
—YVallen ie;—Inds
[ 4
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SCHOOL OPERATIONS OFFICE
FREEMAN ARKY AIR F
Seymour, Indiana
: - 19 October 1943
SCHOCL CPERATIONS CROSS COUNTRY ORDZRS)
4 % : EXTRACT

NO. 13 : - %
1. In accordance with the provisions of Trail ning| Memorandum No. |50-1-1 ddted
February 1, 1943, the following missions will be flown thif date.

ATRPLANE ' , PSR
- TYPE __ NUMSER PILOT  ° CORPIIOT . TO FROM vn ' RETURN AT MISSION
AT-10 BH | 41-27326 | Breen, H.P.F.|Campbell,K. | Local 1100
A/C (NET) ,Vc .

Sohool Operations Officer




[ —

19 Octobver 1943

I got a call from a Lady saying there was a plane crash on the Millport

—Xnobe:—Arrived-at-the scene-and took_charge of croewd. Nothing unusual was

noted.

_'\—_ : ~ /s/ Bay Stephenson

~_ RAY STEPHENSON
153 T Salem, Ind.
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R 19 Octoder 1943

To Whom It May Concern:

I was cutting timber and saw the plane come over and it was high. It

seemed to be out of commission and fell apart and wen$ down.

[s/ Chas. ¥. ondﬁantmo

)’ CHARLES ¥. GOODPASTURE
R.R. #1
Campbellsburg, Ind.
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/’ HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES FOR ACTiON_AlIU
| FOR (NFO_OFC MGNT

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY

WINSTON=-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE__ W&R v

DATE 20 OCT 43’

TELEGRAM

2,

Lo ,.//

WU35  GOVT LG FREEMAN ARMY AIR FIELD IND 19 819PM 15;_7J; ,./

// g *’//-*U :

)

COMMANDING OFFICER
FLIGHT OONTROL COMMAND WINSTON SALEH NORTH CAROLINA

:} v r7;;Tu ] ocrqgggulggg_lggo CWT 9 MILES NOBIH-QE,SALEH_{QQ£QQH_~~W
el ,,anwen HPF A/C AVIATION CADET AAFEFTC FREEMAN ARMY AR FIELD
STRUCTURAL FAILURE DUE TO EXCESSIVE HIGH SPEED CO-PILOT

uOAMPBELL K NMI A/C AVIATION CADET AAFEFTC FREEMAN FIELD

113
FATAL. INJURY TO CO=PILOT MINOR CUTS TO PlLOT LOCAL—-

Al
I\
7

1! TRANSTTTON-CETCTNG UNLIMITED VISIBILITY 6 MILES WITH HAZE
DEWPOINT 29 41-27326 TWO ENGINE AT=10 BH FREEMAN ARMY AIR

FIELD COMPLETE LOSS YES DUE TO E XCESSIVE HIGH SPEED 366TH

SUB DEPOT YES AFACG NOTIFIED
RUNDQUIST

%)

T

)'~)

#16-2002372
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