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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and reconineundations fur action to prevent repetition)

Chynoweth, S. W., A/C, student pilot snd Carpentier, R. R., A/C, student
co-pilot, were flying local transition in AT-10BHH, AF Number 42-2260 from Freeman
Army Air Field, om 23 Octobder 1943.

The pilot states that a pre-takewoff check was made at three differeat
times before take-off, due to changing take—off directions, and all switches were
in their proper position. On take-off, after the ship reached a speed of detween
40 MFH and 50 MPH, the wheels collapsed into the nacelles, letting the airplane
dowa on it's bLelly, causing major damage to propellers, and carburetor air scoops
assembly. Ingpection of the aircraft's landing gear system was made smd all parts
were functioning normally.

It is the opinion of the Aircraft Accident Classification Committee, that

“"the cajse of the accident 1s dus to the fact that the landing gear assemdly of the

-AT=10-type airplane is unsatisfactory- in that parts of the assembly do not functionm
normally at all times, allowing the wheels to retract whem the airplame is on the
ground.
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