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WAR DrPARTMINT 

U. S. ARMY AIR FORCES 

REPORT OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT 
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(at the lime of this accident) 

(38) This type 	  
(39) This modoL 	 

• (69) Last 90 day. 	  
4 (41) Total 	  

290.140 	 , (41) Instrument time last 6 months. 
290420 	 (43) Instrument time list 30 days. 
234425.:--(44) Wight-time-  last 6 months 	 
939406. 	 (Ai) Night time last 30 days.. 
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AIRCRAFT DAMAGE 
+---- • -- - • 

DAMA011 MP) LIST Or DAMAGED PARTS 

(61) Aircraft 	 .N - 
(47) Engino(s)- 	..0 	,, ..C1 
(4R)  Propeller(s). .11 	i.-..Y 

Sas. attachad..List... 	  

(N) Weather at the time of accident Clear. 3,1811113.-ty 2 Silas-, lira .SSIE S. 	  

(II) Was the pilot flying on instruments at the time of accident -An. 	  
(w) Cleared 1roarsaman..71   (ss) To 	.LocaL 	  ($4) Kind of clearance 	eu:tatatl.t. 	 

(si) Pilot's mission ...Lonal..niett..triatsitiona 	  

(IN) Nature of accident ....11h883.8..riararated..ort...tseks..of f.. 

(III) Cause of accident .....Pilot ..Error.. 

(581.11as..Torm.41044-beinie41281,tto4t 

i•—••••••• 
• 



DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT 

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to pre%ent repetition) 

Lt. Witmer, 17.. D., Instructor, and A/C Souders, B. U., Student Pilot, were 
flying local night transition in AT-10 BH, A.F. No. 41-26876 from St. Anne 
Auxiliary Field on 12 Decemoer 1943. 

The ship had just completed a normal landing and taxied to the take-off runway. 
A complete pre-take-off check was made by the student, and otiiitvia by the 
Instructor and the take-off was started. The aircraft ,became sliphtly air- 
borne when the wheels suddenly retracted. The Instructor, Lt. Witmer, immediately 
reached Ter Me- andinugear-switch 	to out the--gear-down-and he-found-the-Ifindinf--- 
gear switch in the up position. The ship continued settling until it struck the 
runway on its belly, causing major damage to the propellers. 

From the statements of the Instructor and student, the student wee in the habit of 
retracting his flare on the landing roll. The Aircraft Accident Commlttee believes 
that this was down without the Instructor observing it and when the cockpit check 
was made, rrior to take-off, the flaps were retracted and the position of the 
gear switch was not checked so that when the ship got light on the take-off the 
wheels retracted. 

All pilots at this station have been warned against raisins the flaps on the 
landing roll ald this rule will be more strictly enforced in the future. 

'10 
5 Incls: 

- Instructor Statement. 
#2 - Student Statement. 
e - Damaged Parts List. 
#4 - Form 1. 
#5 - Form 1A. 
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