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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief varrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations for action to prevent repetition)

Lt. Witmer, ¥. D., Instructor, and A/C Souders, B. M., Student Pilot, were

flying local night transition in AT-10 BH, A.F. No. 41-25876 from St. Anne

Auxiliary Field on 12 Decemver 1343. ’

The ship had just completed a normal landing and taxied to the take-off runway.

A complete pre-take-off check was made by the student, and sbserved by the

Instructor and the tske-off was started. The aircraft became slirhtly air-

borne wnen the wheels suddenly retracted. The Instructor, Lt. Witmer, immediately
reached Tor the Yending gear switchto put-thegear-down—and-he-found—the-landing —— -
geer awitch in the up position. The ship continued settling until it struck the
runway on ite belly, causing major damage to the propellers.

From the statements of the Instructor and student, the student was in the hadbit of
retracting his tflape on the landing roll. The Aircraft Accident Committee believes
that this vas down without the Instructor observing it and when the cockpit check
was made, rrior to take-off, the flaps were retracted and the vnositinn of the

geer switch was not checked so that when the ship got light on the take-off the
vheels retracted.

All pilote at this station have been warned against raleing the fleps on the
landing roll a#d this rule will be more strictly enforced in the future.
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