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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT 

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and recommendations (or at-tit/II to prrvecit mief ition) 

Kt. RATIVI4 At approximately 1215 CWT en 17 peceaber 1943 at Grider Field, Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, A/C Lawrence J Henget, pilot of AT-10 type aircraft, A.7 
Serial No. 41-27081, with A/C William J Hays as co--pilot executed a wheels-
up lamilieg. 

At approximately 10 or 15 minutes south of Grider field en route from 
Monroe, Louisiana to Stuttgart, Arkansas, the oil pressure on the left engine 
dropped to zero. There being no place to land beoccuse of the surrounding 
terrain, the pilot attempted to gain altitude. After reaching an altitude of 
2500 feet, the left engine began to heat up. At this time, the power was in- 
greased en the right engine and retarded on the left. Upon approaching Grider 
Field, the aircraft began losing altitude, Since the pilot was uncertain of 
the plaReri ability to time the ficad and to make sure that the aircraft 
made the field, the pilot execrated a wheels-up landing. Upon contact with the 
ground, the aircraft skidded straight ahead. The pilot immediately cut the 
switches and both pilot and ee-pilot cleared the ship. There wag no injury 
to personnel. 

RESPONSIBILITn Mechanical failure. 

Investigation disclosed that the boat in the oil line breather system was 
.$01# in the dp1OLPOJiiion.  This resulted in'a vadahn ibeing eat-Up-sal the 
oil wit' tacked. out through the breather line resulting in a complete less 
of oil in the left engine and the drop in oil pressure. 

HWOWEENIIATION: It is recommended that better maintenance be maintained and more 
rigid inspections of the aircraft. A thorough inspection of the aircraft and 
engine indicated very ^00r maintenance. 

LI:WARD P ASMUS, Capt., AC 
President 

/JOHN A TYSON, %apt . , AC 
7 Member ' 

MORRIS W NEWMAN, Cast.. AC 
Recorder 

23 December 1943 
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