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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of respounsibility and recomimendations for action to prevent ropetition)

NAXRATIVE: At eppreximtely 1215 CWT en 17 December 1943 at Grider Field, Pine
Bluff, Arkansas, A/C Lawrence J Hengst, pilet ef AT-10 tyve aircraft,
‘ Serial Ne. 41-27081, with A/C Willism J Hays as co~pilot exscuted & wheel s-
up landing.

At approx:lmtolg 10 or 15 minutes south of Grider Field em reute from
Monree, Louisiana to Stuttgart, Arlkamsas, the oll pressure ea the left emgine
drepped to zere. There being mo place to land becsuse ef the

terrain, the pilot attempted to gain altitude. After reacking am altitude of
2500 feet, the left engine began to heat up. At this time, the power yas in-
ereased on the right engine and retardsd on the left, Upon spproaching Grider
Fleld, tho aircraft began losing altitude, Since the pilet was uncertaia of
the pln.nn 8 ability te drig the fieX2 and to maks sure that the aireraft

mads the field, the pilot execited & wheels-up landing. Uponm contact with the
ground, the uireraft slddded straight ahead, The nilot immediately cut the
ewitches and both pilet and eo-pilot cleared the shinp, There was no injury

to personnel.

RESPONSIBILITY: Mechamical failure.

Investigation disclosed tiat the fleat im the eil lime breather system was
_stuck in the down pesition, This resulted ii & vecutwm being sel up and the
0i]l wés sucked out through the breather line resultimg in a complete loss
of oil in the left .ngiu and the dron 1n oil preasure.

' REW»&E!&D)ATION! it in rooorrmendad tbt botter meintenance be maintained and more
" rigid imspections of the aircraft. A thorough insnection of the aircreft and
engine indicated very ~oor maintenance, /
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