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rn  DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT 

(Brief narrative of accident. Include ittatetnent of rrsportsibility bald rocommetultitiott.4 (or action to prevent nlietitionl 

Wing. J. L., 2nd Lt., Instructor, and Sandlin, J. 0., A/C, Student Pilot, 
were flying local transition in AT-10 RH A.Y. No. 41-27076 from Pressen Yield 
on 14 October 1943. 

Instructor states that he gave the student single-engine operation on the 
downwind leg. Normal procedure was used Which necessitates pulling up the Wheels. 
On the approach. for a single-engine landing6Instructor states that he put the 
wheels down himself and checked them visually. Upon landing the wheels folded 
into the nacelles letting the ship down on its belly, causing major damage to 
the propellers and lower engine nacelles. On inspection after the accident the 
aircraft landing gear system was found to be functioning normally in all respects. 

It is the opinion of the Aircraft Accident Oommittee that the wheels of the 
AT-10 type aircraft will retract into the nacelles on exceptionally hard landings. 
This is believed to have happened in the above accident. 

A positive down-lock on the landing gear assembly has been designed and is 
being installed on aircraft of this station to insure against a repitition of a 
like accident. 

6 Incl.' 
Incl 	- Instructor Statement. 
Incl f2 - Student Statement. 
Incl 	- Damaged pe.rts list. 
Incl 	- ?ors 1. 
Incl #5 - Tom IA. 

ROBERT J. DU CHAIM 

Captain. Air Corps, 

Iwo ...._16  October 1943. 	 Aircraft Accident Officer. 
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DIC3011P1'10H OF AM1DENT 

(13riet narrative of accident. Include statement of remponsibilaty and recommendations for action to prevent repetition) 

Lt. Dickerhoof. W. L., Instructor, and A/S Powell, J. D., were flying local 
transition in AT-10 BE A.F. No. 42-2227 on 20 December 1943 from St. Anne 
Auziliary Field. 

Several normal landings had been made and on the downwind pre-landinK check 
for a landing the wheels were extended and checked down in the down position. 

On the base leg the Instructor gave the Cadet single-engine operation and told 
him to make a simulated single-engine landing. The wheels were retracted, es 
the procedure for single-engine operation called for, and a normal approach 
wee made. The radio was on interphone for the turpose of instruction. .Neither 
the pilot or the co-pilot heard the Control Tower warning that their wheels 
were in the up position. 

The Instructor states that he was busy talking to the Cadet and did not realize 
that the wheels were still un; a belly landing was made. 

Cause of the accident was pilot error. All pilots of this station have been 
warned that the radio will be turrea to the Tower frequency for all landings 
and take-offs and werneC, especially that no landing 774.11 be made while on 

	• 

interphone. 

5 Incls: • 	
Incl vl - Instructor Statement. 
Incl t2 - Student Statement. 
Incl #3 - Damaged Parts List. 
Incl #4 - Form 1. 
Incl #5 - Form 1A. 
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