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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief uarrative of sccident. Include statement of responsibility and recomfuendations for action to prevent repetition)

A/ <utrx, C. P., Student Pilot, eud 2nd Lt. Liedtke, M. J., Instructer,
Co=-pilot, were flying locel transition from Freemun Field in AT-10 B AL.F.
. No. 42-223) on Z0.December 1943.

Tne Instructor statesg t:ot the nre-teke-off check was made on the ramp and
the position of u#ll switches were chiecked. They taxied out to tne-runway

~und founa tnat thelr redio recention was noor .go-thev .raturned to the line
«nd had a mecl.onic check their radic. T:iey again started out to the runver
and did not make a taie-off check. After the shio hed resched aporoximatelyv
B0 miles ner hour and hed become sli;ntls airborne tne w.ecls retracted
letting the airnlane down on ites oelly csusing major dsmage to the nropellers
and lower encine nacelles. Both the Instructor and Student stete that they
crocked tue nosition of the landinf ~eer switch and found it 4in the up
ﬁosition.

R
It iy the oninion of the Alrcrart Accident Comittes tiet during tne nre-
take-off cnec.. tne landing ge:rr nosition switch was not chec'zed properly
rnd tht tne switc: wuas in tne up vosition at that time.

cruse of the accident was bpilot error in not making a thoroush check. All
pilote will be warned vhat a comnlete and very thorouv~n cocknit check muet
ve made*ts ingir~ tne anfety ot thamselvec and government pronerty.
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