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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident,  Include statement of recponsibility and racomminondntions for artion 1o prevent repetition)

A/C Loreaux, E.R., Student Pilot and A/C Lohoefener, E. K., Student
co-uilot, were flying local night transition from Freeman Fiald on 14 January

1944 in AT-10BH, AT Nunber 4)1-2¢374.

The nircraft that Cadet Loreaux was milot of wos observed making a

normal tekersnff, and, after reaching an altitude of sbout 79 feet, sattlirnz

buck to the pround and then burating into flames.
4

Upon investicating the sceme of the accident it wns found,that $he
sirplang mnade » noraa) landing with the wheels retracted and after sliding op

its belly for - distance of sbout 1NN0 feet, 1t 2lid into a dralnese ditch at
The ettrene'ﬁnd of the £i21d, The shock of striking the opnosite bank of “the
Jitch z.used the alruirne to burst into flames, killdng both accunants nnd

regnlting in comnlete 1088 nf the wirnlane.

1t 1a the orinion of the Aircraft accident Committee that engine falil-
ure occurred nn the take-off and & forced landing was made with the wheelg
retracted, Due %o excesglve sveed the airnlsne wag not stopped before it reach-

ed the end of the field.

Yo wecommendatinnsg. &
3 Incls.
#1 - 'Revort of Proceedinr AACC.
r2 - Damage report
#3 - Photosraphe.
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AIRCIANT ACCIOUNT SLaSSlNICATION CLLLINIZE

\_.,.\.

ioundquarlers, Frosman fisld,
Seyriour, Indiana.

ProceedinzefBr tho Aircraft accident Classiflication Comdttew convened at
Freenman lisld, Seymour, Indiuna, pursuant to puragraph 4, Special Orders No. 293,
lHeadquartors, Precman army air Fleld, Seymour, Indiuna, dated 4 Decenber 1943,

~-The cormittasmat jursuant tu the forugoing crder at Lhe Office of the

Commanding U{ficer, ireoman Field, Soymour, Inoiana, at 9330 A.L. on 14 January
1244,

» Lambors Presont: .

Maj. william 3. Poe, 0277360, aC

Cuple Glenn L. Chumborluin, 0423914, AC

Capte Robort J. DuChains, 0417689, AC

Capt, buyton R. Griffrith, 0230154.[’0 ¥x-0f'ficio, Nonvoting
Capt., kaul H, ilarrison, 0372073, AC Ex-Cfficio, Nonvoting
Maj. Ruagsell Skyrmes, 0436430, AC Zx-0fficlo, Vonviuting

/

Lemtors Absent: HNone.

PURPOS=s To investirate and deturmine the causs of tho ueaths of aviution Cadet
; Lupene K, Loreaux, 16159956, «nd Aviution Cadut Erell K, Lohoufwner,
37207243, both ol Aviation vudet Detuchment, Fruveman Field, Seymour,
Indiana, in un nirpluns accident wthien ocourred on 1¢ Junuury 1944,

Tho following namod witnusgses u;ocereé Lutore the conmittee und testified
as followst



Qo
A.

A,

Qe
A.

Q-

Ne

3
A,

Q.
A.

2nu Limutonant tuph €. Jones, Jdr., 0-7 9764, alr Curps, testif'ive as r'ollowss

hat ure your dutius?
I was Airdrome Cl.icer and in wccordance with my instructions 1l sue in the
Towor for nicht flying.

will you pive us & stutu.unt ws to just whut you knew ubout tho mccident?
well, tho flirs’ tuing 1 suw wus w burst of flume at the extreme west odgo of
ths field uni imuneciuluiy the a.A.C.S. Off'icer sounded the crush alarm from
the Tower and ut thut timv iL wns undecided whether it was a ship or whether
it wus u stack of hay or russ at that e¢nd of the field, The crash trucks
@319 o the way at the time. 1 luft the Townr and took the A.Q.'s car and
wont out to the scono., A3 to how it hapvonen, I know nothing about that, sair,

when you tot cut thare was thoe ship all together or broken up?

From tho ruar of the suuts, that part of tha fuselage had bevn broken und was
slizhtly turned from the wing soction,

Did you gea tho number of the ship?

o, sir., I could make out it wus a blue nege ship but 1 wasn't positive about
the number.

You didn't soe tho ship uny time waile it was in the air?
No, I did not, sir.

Did you pet out thero before thay ot the boys cut of the plane?

Thuy wore in the procoss of bringing tho firsl cne out whon I arrived. It was
scmotime boforev thvy were avle to get the &econd onu out. They ran out of
foam. All thoy haed was water at that time.

Therv being no furthur queations, thu witnoss was oxcused and withdrew,

’

2nd Livutenunt Harry o, bell, 0-G75533, Air Corps, testified as followss

Will you tell us your uutios?
Instructor, Flisnht 5,
o

Tell us what you know about the accident lust nipht?

The uccident itself I didn't swe. ihe only tning 1 suw of the ship was that it
beoamo airborne. As soon us thu srip becams uirborne, 1 told my student to

go ahoad and tuke off wnd [ immodiatoly Lepun ciiecking and crosse-checking
avorything ho had dune to tnake sure the shilp was okny Lor tuake-off and then

I lorped off. Ve wure Just rettine off the ground und at the gumo tlme somecne
in the Towor told mo that thors wins n shin on fire on the runway und I took

tho controls over und moved to the left of the runwuy in the air, We were in

the uir then nnd all 1 can say of the ship, it looked like the wholo tuselago
wug on "ire at Lho left sido,



. hut ams your position on tare-ofl with reluticn to thav ship?
A. din wuare 1u or 20 fueet Lo thu left ¢f it, st tho buci of it,

Q. kg your ship fellowing thu ship that erasned on the take-of'f'?
A. Yes, sir.

. Tou didn't see it ufter it ran wown the runway-alter it wns burningt
A, The first tnin- 1 sae of it wug a slight flams,

. M the teke=olf you sow it roll dewm the runwny?
A. Yos, sir, 1l saw it nctually -o into the air,

3. Did you notice how high 1t ias? U
Ae MNe, eir, I sturtod chackin: iy student to make sure: 1nut he hud dune evcrything

correct,
Q. hat intorsecticn vere you takin: olf fron last ni-ht?
A, 1 bqlieve it wns &,
. You were taking off cn thu west runway from Intursection 5%
A. VYes, sir,

There beiny no !urthur jusstions, tha witnass uas axcused and withdrew,

Aviation Cadat Doy . lzlsen, 11120950, fiviutinn Cndet Detachrment, vreoman
Vield, Seymour, Indimna, tostificd us followst
Je  dill vou tell us wherce vou sere last nicht wt the time of the accidont?

A. I wns on tho wost take-olf atrip uwnd abeut half way down it when the plane
burst into [lames.

« You were in the ghip immediately following the ship that crushed?
A. Yus, sir, 1 was,

Q. Tell us Just what you know ubout it?

As Ule tuxied up bLehinu this plune thut wus to tuke of £, Ths ylane wus on our
right and wo wore very cloge to ity 1 was walting for lLim to meke his tuke-offt
check, nt leust I presume it wus n take-off check, und ho .uv. fo tho Lhrottle,
wont cown thu runway and went over a little tit te the loft, I think the
vouring wag nantural in thu takoeoff run und’ he 4as wirborne before he clearaed
the ond of tho runway. Ho f'luw out und soomed to be climbinb normnally snd he
rot to a holght of wpproximatuly 70 rect, Lu certuilnly. Wb Vrutty woll up in-
the sir una then ho seomsd to lese wirsobionnl contro® snd ull I could see wus

" tho littloe white cone lipht of tHu tuil £ tho plunc “nd it sewned us though
he was losing diroctinnal tontrel und thon ho voent off to tho ripiht und then
Juct went down. I least st nt 0 the little white light snd nlout thrue sovconds
lator thero was w white puft ofsmoke followed by o lurst of {lime. [ had Just

& 4"

.




sloared the pround as the plane burst inte flames. There wms nothing for us
tec do s¢ oo uzt ot off =he ground. Lt. Eell didn't seu the plane itself
after it left the ~round. V¢ beran to open the throttle to check for
carburetor ice, KHe recnscked my CISKPTR check to sve if evarything was all
ripht tnd a8 4 rosult, he dida't see tho plunu tuke off und just as we vure
virberne, he finighud makine tho chuek ana hoard ns 1 did, over tho radio,
that somecne callea the Control Tower and sedid tiers was a plane burning ut
the end «f the runwmy. Af'ter that I don't know vhat haprened,

Yhat wus the position of the lane when you saw it burning?

o wure Jus- over to the left of it and I couldn't see very well, I didn't get

& scod look mt it so 1 couldn't suy. The flanes. aere quite bigh as w2 wsunt by .
ES

Qe
A.

Q.

Q-
A.

Q.
A.

S5 G s s

Could you tull at the “alieeoff whuthur he wusclimbing Yoo stesply or nott
o, sir. 1 wus join; to say to Lt, npell that L watcasc the ship auring the
ontire take-ofr and . was goins to say to him, that it was not unusually low
but he did uppear low or the position he wus in, being sc far out from the
field, H: goumod low Lut he wasn't unusually low so there didn't seem us if

anything wes wronz ut that time,

Did you notice it hs cver cance dowm a little way on tho ;round «ftur he wus
in thu air? . ‘
NeT BT Mo WAS WITbortic Lelore he loft thu odpe «f the runway strip,
definitely, bocouse L wutched Lin take off and g0 up, He wont cver to the
lof't und stayed 1u the air until ths tine he crashed.

Could you tell thon whuthur hae cune to the yround und continued until the
crash?

le, sir, I cannot. I Just saw the Ylceht coming down and then disappear in
a vory short time und aftor a few seconds the plano burst into flanes.

There being no further -u-stions, the witoess uwas cvxcused und withdrew,

£

Captain Jamus Murrny, 0=480€26, air Corps, testified as followss

will you tell us your cuties?
I am tho CO of Flight 4.

Will you tell us anytiiing you lumow ubout the students and uwbout the situation
concornin this uccident?

Last nirht 1 was in the Flitht Cfficu anid Lt, Tromuershsuser came in and wsked
me what tho [ire was out on the fisld and i tiurs was a crash. T told nim I
*had nnt beon notified anything to that offect. fe wunt out to the back of the
Flight Luilding and saw the plane on f'ire und ifm.ediutely wont up to Cporations
to find -ut anytidin;; abort (€ and thon went up ts the Tower and couldn't find
eut unything up there. Just then Captiin Pullur hud seen the number 203 on the
ship and so I wont up to the Fli:ht end looked up ny schedule and sawr it was
ry ship. Cadets Loreuux and Lonoufuner wore pilot una co-pilot respectively,

o



Q.
A.

— g

A

Q.
A.

._~Q;.,Did-youmgut-thu.Louding Liat?

A *
QW
A,
Qc
A,

Q.
e

Q.
A,

shoen L%, Cunpbell returned from Lis crossecountry, we asgked rim as to the
ability of tho students und he suid that Loreaux was a very good, averare
student and Lohoefaencr was nbove uvoerage, Then I told him the story oy the
accidont. hen tie instrument instructor cume in, I also asked him how they
woere on instruments and he suic thut both weru very pooa students.

Wag this their first nigpht toun ride?

1 am not sure whother it was the t'irst. 1 think it was thu first for Loreaux

but Lohoefenor micht have had a teun ride two nights previous when ho wus
¢checked out. The instructcer whc chiecked ther. out at night said thsy wors very
yood, .

Yo you wow what tima thoy checked cut?

The instructor suid they spoko to him about 10 minutes tv 7 P.L. and according
to the form on the ship, they simed out ug of 7 F.k,

Do you know whether tuey hLad made & landing previous to this take-of(1?

I am not sure about that. Lt., Fell told me that he tliought they had bLecause
it appeared to hinm that the ship was' ri;ht benind the taxi strip that they
normally enter to take-off position tut when wé found %the Loadin; List and
the time when they checked out of the flight, we figured it was impossible
for them to havs =otten in a lunding boPoro that.

Ho, sir, 1 didn't,

Were thoy on u ni ht local mission? .
They woere on a anight locul mission, <They weru to have s:not landings over St.

‘Ann's Auxiliary Fiolde

The fact thut thoy wero on the bLase Cielc would inj cuto Liey tley had not made
n previous landing?
Yeos, sir,

There being no further questions, the witness was sxcusod and withuruw,

\

2nd Liovutenant burl ¢. Canmplell, 0-816230, air Corps, tostifled us [cllows:

Will you' tell your connuotion with the students involved in the ucoident last
nizhtt

I check thom.out on ordinary trunsition, both of thum.

Thoy were your students? -

Yos, sir, they wore my students uad Lohoofuner I oonsidered slightly above un
nvorage student...he was extra good, Lorewux wus u good stucent, also quiok

-to learn. I didn't {ly lnutrunonts or night flyinz so 1 don't know Low they

woro on that,



’%o
A.

>

Qo
At'

aho chuclied the:n out at ni-ht?
Loreaux wus checked out by Lt. Smith and Lohoefenor was checked cut by Lt. Jones.

Jore both instructors from IFli at 17
Yos, sir. o

JWns this thoir first nigqht team ride .r were they topethor bLefore?
I think Loloef'enor sus teamed the nijht btefore. 1 couldn't be sure of thet,

b - P  oav A o he N
There bLeing uc furthsr jue

({4

tions, the witness wns oxcused wnd withcray,

2nd Lizutenant Robort h. Pletcher, 0=081€75, Air Corps, tostif'ied aus follows:

dill you tell us your duties?
AsA.CeS. Oficer, nudice Nuncu Stution und Cuntrol Towur,

Will you toll us Jshore you wers et the tine of the accident?

I wus in tho Contrel Touer, nat the tine of the accident., we had ubout 15 ships
in teke=off position and 203, I do not bulieve, culled the tower for take-off
instructionsg. 126 culled tiw tower for take-off instructions und I believe he

was ;ivon instructions for *faking off to {ollow thw ship in front of him. The
X B b b i

ship in front of him wus undoubtodly 02, 203 ot into_the air slowly und the
other gshio wus in ¢lenr {or tuke-off and tLhat thoe lust I saw of ¢03. 1
saw his lipghts o over tis runvay und 1 rawve nim nc lurther attenticn, That's
All I can uny.

Thuro boeing no fugthur aucsti g, the wituass was vxceused wnd withdraw,

’

Frivitoe Mirst Clugs Liilton drusilevsky, 32413410, nd Alrways Commnicution

Squadron, tros.mn  'iold, suyrtceur, indiann, toestiriod ws followss

Q.
Ao

V11 Jou tell us your dutios?

i wan en the "G" positinn lozping. The wAC Corporul Jendling wus handling the
microphono and I wus watching ships tuking off. Approximately 2 or I minutas
bafore the fire started in thn wast ond of thy runway, 1 noticed another siip
taking, of'ff und suddenly thu top rocovnizution 1li-ht or dome light blinked and

I anited a momont thinkinc tant a 1i:ht wi bt nave Llinked out or disw)pearad
in the mist or saic of the smoke thul wng conung over the field at that time.

1 watched the noxt shdp taxing off and tha' took off in the air followed by

w socond ship., Well, that was npproximately 10 minutes tor 7 F.M, snd thon at
the wust end of the runway 1 suw u fire and 1 supposed it was a plane, o
notified all the partivs of thv crash, the mwmbulunce, uvte, by use of the master

switch in the "A" position und thoy ot out tiers unid that's all 1 know,
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A
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iow Liph did you thine tis snlp ot off thoe ground?

when [ saw that livht :ica.pear, he ot off the ground und 1 wus pretty sure it
wis 4l the end oi' tho ruassy and we supposed he had really taken .fr. There
4us u proulum of turnin: on the spot lipht vecauss it would nave Llinded the
other ships.

Ve you think tuers was any chance tut he ciuld nave ssttled back dcwn on the
sround wnen you were nob looking?

Ly Job wus to taku cnurge of takeeolr's since tho men oa’ liss microphonus are
rassonsible tor all the 2poronches. It was possible that the ship had fallsn
trom that position .hurs the domo lirht vlinksd but there was no lenpgth to
Judpge any descent by.

It would seem te you that the lisht wont cut while the ship was still in the
air?

It would soerm it wuy only 1 or 2 minutes af'tue thoe ship fell Lefore it burst
intoe {lunos, s

Da ou itisve vwacthor Wiy wac Vho Mlrst tukee=off thal 203 had made last nirht?

"I couldn't guy thut, sir, Lucuusa our logs in that "B" position were incomplete

at that time. L wag marking and watching traffic., 1 telieve that 203 did not
chuck out on 3510 rnC, I was tuned tou thm' dosition.

ithen tho lirht went off wue tue ship jush over Lhw wnd or the runway?
It was in tihe air,

s

Thore vein; no furticr uestions, Loo (itnoss <us oxcusod and sithdrew,

.- v

— ’

end Livutenunt John S, Jonus, 2-8120C5, iir C.rps, tustifiod ay

. N § 3 i
Di¢ you civn out uny studoents o Lhe wlpht Clyinet
Yus, sir,

atnlen studenis dia you eheck cut?
Cudast Lohowtonur.,

e wur Lthu co=pllot?
I vslieve Lo was,

WELY ou Lell ug of Lia ability?
I thau-it h

s ove avera g pilob, de s s wouknuegsus, none o
vary usurious,

ot thun

Dic ho have nny towus rices s nl L7
1 dentt Ju.oud.

|
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we rrtomd et ai2 vy eheck hin cut?
Ae 1% s Tueadsy nicht, 1 thnink.

Qe APG Yoo doett vngr ow o ertser he ot £ term ride trat night?
L]
A. I!a, sir, I don't. Lt. Cumubell wes the ingtractsr ¢n that,

< Ma eltaer one of then get erclted very caglly?
A« Lohneferer, ne diint+t. 1 don't ‘tnow “r< nther cwrdet.

Taere vein, no further aiuectinvrg, tre witnere wasg exciecet snt vithdrew,

2nd Lt. Liéutonunt Cliver X. ¥ubbell, 0=~04452, ,iir Corne, teatified as “ollows:

w. Tell vs whred you know tnat misht heve some hewringe o~ the aceident.

A. Of 511 my students, Cndet lLohoefensr vas number 2 in £bi1lity, Scdet Loresux
wias number & or 4. Lorezux, in starting out, wasn't too good but he ghowed
very sreat improvement and good ability. He wes & little slow nicking ur
1dona tubt ciusl on gulckly. His instrument tse-off was just about the best
of all my seven cadets. Cadet Lonoefencr was just s little better student
tnan Cacdet Loreraux. He got the ideas better. Hie instrument trke-offs were

not auite #c rood but, in ;enersl, ne wns a better atudent. Hoth had had ten
take-offs.

There del ¢ no furtrer cuertions, tu¢ ritnéss wrs excnscd :nd withdraew,

a

-+ - -Ond Lieutenant Howard L._Smith, 0-798223, Air Cor-s, testified es follnws:

Qe 7Tell us what you know that might nave some bearin, on tne sccident.
A. 1 checkediCndet Loreaux out ot ni:mt. Tuat was-tr.e only time I rode witr him.
e were Flight 4 visiting T1i;~.t 3 that particulur night.

He wne «n avern; « gtudent, very ounen to inctruction. Alco secmed to retal»
instruction well. Showed aversge technisue in landing aoility. Alse siowved
¢00d control aff hia landin.s, Tidls man wes crowble of torm ride a% night, 1

rave rim, I pelieve, aix lndingre. COn hia first landine he 3'.~wed very . -and
tecnnioue.
-y

I don't know'whethﬁq ne rad a vrevions team ride or nzt. I checked him out

Tueedny night.

Thera bei~ no rarither auestions, tie witnear -u.g evcuged rnt vithdrer,

cew e e et mmmm e e s e e

2

e /
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- Dilots zalce it _was okuy.

Sergesnt Ligla F. Crutram, 33352460, alr larse, testitied ns follows:

Tell uzs wiat you know thnt migrnt have some beuring on the accident.

1 am » Tow chief. I nnve two plenes .esignad to me, 205 and 203. I was on
duty lsst nifmt. I wic trnere wnen the cadets came in to et the plane. Tuey
vent nroand snd examined the strute snd elevutors and tren climoed in tne
vlune. ' -en Jorunral gardner ot tae loading slin off of them, theyr tecla nim
if they didn't come ouck, it would be the nlane's fault. They were jokirg,
Trey storted tne erny;ines un. The engines started okayr.

I do not know wmich Cndet mnde the statement. YHe mwuce it to Carcoral Sardner.
I don't ner how murn hours the nirvlane .cd flowm resterdénye 1 cnme con st
2109 end wvorzed antil 18:00. ! remenoer servicivz it the last time and the

T don't ¥now vhether or not the cadets unlocxed the controls and cnecked them
before tsyiing. 1 believe they did but I am not sure, I don't know vhat time
they tnxied out. I do~'t know now long it was from the time we toolz the loadinge
slip until the time the fire started. I diin't know the fire nad started until
the fire truck went out. _ !

There heln: no furtrer cuestions, the itness weg excnaed -nd withirew,

The comittee ndjnurred at 17:30 A,, 14 January 1944, e

GLERE Do GHAZHWRLATY, Cait.’, AC.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
3obth Sub Depot
Seyuour, Indiam

. 15 Jaauary 1944,

»  SUSJECT: Alrcraft Accident Report,
T0: Operations Officer, Freeman Field, Seymour, Indiana

1,. Adrcraft AT-108H, Army Air Forces serial numver 41-2687L damaged
_in accident on 13 January 1944, was found to have the following damaves —————-

’

Fuselage - 100% '

Surface Cohtrols - 100%

Engines - 504 (non reparavle)
Propellcrs - 750
o " Instrumeats =~ - 100%

Radio Zquipment - 100%

NOTE: Airplane burned after crashing,.

’

e p . [
EDiinid) P' n’hI’LJ:n
\ Kajor, iir Corps

Maintenance Officer,



T e : : $ . ' (

Ay

e S-S
e T




{ ' i
. i‘ ! s
Exceman Ficls uw;,- 7715-5(6-1f'8&f1.}l-26371/ Frm Fli Sefmovy TRBIANR

S 3 TAD/IANT

|

eymovr [NDI

B L T T T m—




e ' N COMING MESSAGE | _
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AlR FORCES FOR ACTION_4 3 1)
OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO_Q u
WINSTON=SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA FOR FILE_y ¢ B

: © DATE__14 AN 44
ToWeXe | X TELEGRAM | A NET

WU3 64/63 GOVT FRCEMAN FIELD IND 945P JAN 13 1944 7 ' P 6\'
L

Lt »i 4 i
CCUMANDING OFF ICER SR AP,
FLIGHT CONTROL COMM WN &/uy ,ﬂ,;)a/ i

3%

LOREAUX EUGENE RA/€ AUS TRAINING COMMAND FREEMAN ?ELD TAKE '
- _,\.-—‘—————_
~—--~0FF-ACCIDENT PILOT KILLED Cg’ I%OT LOHOEFENER ERELL K A/C AUS ' N
~— TRAINING -COMMAND KILLED LOCAL TRANSITION HIGH BROKEN 3 ¢t

e ) ) '
. MILES VIS. IN LIGHT SMOKE WIND SSW 3 MILES 41-26874 AT-10 \

3 JANUARY 1944 1? CVIT FREEMAN FIELD SEYMOUR INDIANA PILOT 7
g

TWIN ENGINE TRAINER FREEWAN FIELD SEYMOUR INDIANA COMPLETE
. WRECK UNKNOWN SUB DEPOT NONE YES e

S S s SRR Sl ML - | .7 | E 2 R . SRR —y ]
' V.
N

o

#29/12322/8RR

d i = e / :: ' / / 1es21 1243



MNCOMING MESSAGE

HEADQUARTERS ARWY AIR FORCES FOR ACTION _alll &

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR il 0__QFC MGMNT
WILETON=SALCM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FiLi_ MR
DATE_ 15 AN 44 .
X | TeWeXe [___7 TCLEGRAM ["‘ o AOM NET
liy= | sl

FM FLYING SAFETY WASHINGTON D.C,

TO CHIEF FLYING SAFETY WINSTON-SALEM, N.C.
BRIEF OF A IRCRAFT ACCIDENT NO. 2831

A 13 UANUARY 44 1911 CWT

B FREEMAN FIELD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA

C A/C EUGENE R LOREAUZ, AUS

D EFTC, FREEMAN FIELD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA

-~ TAKE-OFF ACCIDENT -

-~

PILOT, CO-PILOT A/C ERELL LOHOEGENER-FATAL | U
LOCAL TRANSITION

r ® =

| HIGH, BROKEN CLOUDS, 3 MILES VISIBILITY IN LIGHT SMOKE. WIND
SOUTHWEST AT THREE MILES.

AT-10 41-26874 EFTC, FREEMAN FIELD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA
COMPLETE WRECK I

Z B - X C

TELETYPE
BsTES
#103/RR/19592

183t 12048



INCOMING MESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES  FOR ACTION
OFFICE -OF FLYING SAFETY FOR IMFO_QFG MGNT
WINSTON=SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  FOR FILE___NAR
) DATE_____26 JAN 44

X ToWeXe (—f"" TLLEGRAM [—”Q—'] ADM NET

_ FROM ESTES FLYING SAFETY WASHINGTON DC 2620452

__TOCHIEF FLYING SAFETY VIINSTON-SALEL, NORTH CAROLINA

BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCID NT NO., 3170 REF NO. 2831
A 13 JAN 44 1911 CuT

6 FREEMAM.FLD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA 7 e
C A/C EUGENE R LOREAUX, AUS jryVldu_
D EFTC, FREEMAN FLD, SEYMOUR, INDINNA -

E TAKE=OFF ACCIDENT
F ENGINE FAILURE

-

G PILOT CO-PILOT A/C BRELL LOHOEFENER-FATAL

H LOCAL TRANSITION

: LIGHT !
.| HIGH, BROKEN CLOUDS, 3 i.ILCS VISIBILITY IN KXKMEX SMOKE. WIND

" SOUTHWEST AT 3 MILES PER HR
J AT-10 41-26874 EFTC, FREEMAN FLD, SEMOUR, INDIANA
K COMPLETE WRECK
L
M ENGINE FAILURE OCCURRED ON TAKE-OFF AND FORCED LANDING GAS MADE
WITH VHEELS RETRACTED.
N TELETYPE 21 0Qz

#129/RR/21092
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tewl narrative of aecident.,  Inelude statement of responsibitity and rocotsimendations for action to prevent repetition)

A/C loreaux, E.R., Student Pilot and A/C Lohoefener, E.- ‘Ko, Student

So-uilot, were flying local night transition from Freeman Fleld on 14 January
1944 in AT-10B¥, AT Nunbher 41-2¢374.

The alrcraft that Cadot Loreaux was nilot of was observed mating a
normal tpke;a’f and, after reaching an pltitude of sbout 70 feet, sottlirn>
buck to the ¢round and then burasting into flames.

v

Upon investirating the scene of the accident it wns found,that She
eirplane mnade p poraal landing with the wheels retracted and after sliding ap
its belly for - distonce of =bout 1070 feet, ii alid into s dralnese ditch at
The extrﬂne'oqd of the field, The shock nf atriking the opposite bank of the

Titch c.uped 'the alftiene to burst into flames, killing both accunants nnd
regmlting in comnlete l1oss of the sirnlane,

It 1a the orinion of the Aircraft accident Committee that engine fail-
ure occurred on the take-off and & forced landing was made with the wheels

retracted., Iue to excessive soeed the airnlane was not atopped before it reach-
ed the end of the field.

Yo recomnendatinns.

.3 Incle.

#1 - Renort of ProcecdinP AACC,
¥2 ~ Damage report ot

#3 - Photogsraphs.

sinnature ..... % 'p J. /ﬂﬂfﬁﬁ““enp 9.
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L v f;:JGr. AE.
n4c1e "GTRN Jo. CHANBERLAIN, Cant., AS.

~Alrerafy Accidans. Glassification.

0. 5. poveanuaht suinvine epiEE 18-ABTET=L . c omm i t tee..

Date ... A6 dBnNAKY. 1944 ...
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