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DFS(.1i, IPTION OF ACCIDENT 

Itria tu4r-utivr,d tweidrint. I ttrlo,le ottittrCttrttt of ro‘pollaii Mit y and r00`olii$ 'tow 14%1 0144 fur nvi ion to pre% rill repent 1401) 

it/. Loreeux, E.R. $  Student Pilot end A/C Lohoefener, 	Student 
Co-ilot, were flying local night transition from Freemen -Field on 14 January 
1944 in AT-10BH, AT Number 41-26874. 

The aircraft that Cndot Loreeux was Lilot of was observed making a 
normal tkkeroff, and, After reaching an Altitude of about 71 feet, settlin7 
bock to the'prowid And then bursting into flames. 

Upon investtating the scene of the accident it rna found,thet the 
pirpleue frlAw P normal, landing with the wheels retracted And after_p.ilint op 
its bellyjor_:.  dist7nceofabout 1x)00 feet, it  gliLlnto A drainsee ditch at 
the extremeeend of the ficl.t. The shock of striking the opoo3iiii-ViiNr70-TRe 
ditch 	tne lArecnio-to buret into flames, killing both occurants and 
resulting in conniete loss of the Hirnlane. 

It is the orinion of the Aircraft Accident Committee that engine fail-
ure occurred on the take-off and a forced landing was made with the wheels 
retracted. Duo to excessive speed the airplane was not stormed before it reach-
ed the end of the field. 
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01 - Retort of Proceeding AACC. 
r2 -  Damage report 
03 - Photivraphs. 
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Eeadqoarturs, Prae!Lan 
Seymour, Ink;iftna. 

Proceedinzuar the Aircraft Accident Classification Ccqlmittue ,convened at 
Freeman, Yield, Seymour, Indiana, pursuant to paragraph 4, Special Orders No. 293, 
Headleartors, Yrooman Army Air Field, Seymour, Indiana, dated 4 December 1946. 

—lhe comnitteo-mot pursuant to thu forogoin3 crder at the Office of the 
Comaanding Officer, Fruoman 	Seymour, inoihna, at 9130 A.L. on 14 January 
1014. 

• Leta:ors Present: 	 • 

Lai. ,dlliam B. Poe, 0277360, AC 
Capt. Qlann L. Chumborlain, 0423914, AC 
Capt. ;Whort J. DuChaino, 0417689, AC 
Capt. Dayton R. Griffith, 0230454,4C Mx-Officio, Nonvoting 
Capt. caul H. liarrison, 0372073, AC 
	

Ex-Officio, Nonvoting 
Laj. Kuasell Skyrmeu, 0436440, AC 
	

FA-Officio, Uonv,..ting 

116mi:ors AU sent: None. 

PViTOSs To investirAtu and soturmino thu 
Uurene- K. Loreaux, 16159955, and 
37207243, Loth of Aviation k.:adot 
Indiana, in an airplane accident 

• 

C4UUo Of the deaths of Aviution Cadet 
Aviation Cadet Erell K. Lohoufener. 
Detachment, Freeman Field, Seymour, 
which occurred on 13 January 1344. 

Tho followinv: named witnussos ai;:piared Luf:)ro tt.o cosanittee unr; testified 
as follows: 



;nu Lioutonont Huoh C. Jonus, Jr., C-7.1764, Air Lhoys, tustifioc as follows: 

;that are your dutius? 
A. 1 wos Airdrome Cf.icur and in accordance oith my instructions 1 has In the 

Toaor for night flying. 

gill you ; ive us a stot000nt as to just chat you know about the accident? 
yell,_ the firs+; tino I olo.; wuo a burst of flame at the extreme west odgo of 
the field an immeclutuly the A.A.C.S. Officer sounded the crash alarm from 
the Tower and at that time it V.41:1 undecided whether it was a ship or whether 
it ?his a stack of hay or gross at that and of the field. The crash trucks . 
ooro oh the way at the time. I left the Tower and took the A.O.'s oar and 
wunt out to the scone. As to how it happoneo, I know nothing about that, sir. 

Q. ;;'Egon you ,rot cut there .:ac the ship all togother or broken up? 
A. From tho roar of the soots, that part of they ruselage had been broken and was 

slightly turned from the wing soction. 

Q. Did you sing the number of the ship? 
A. llo, sir. I could make out it aus a blue nose ship but I zusnot positive about 

the number. 

q. You didn't see the ship any time woilu it ;vas in the air? 
A. No, I did not, sir. 

Q. Did you gut out there before they got the boys out of the plane? 
A. They wore in the process of bringing the first one out whoa I arrived. It was 

sometime before they were able to net the 'second one out. They ran out of 
foam. All they had was water at that timeo 

There boinj' no furthur (petitions, the witness was excused and withdrew. 

2nd Lieutenant Harry A. boll, 0-575533, Air Corps, testified as fdlowss 

Will you tell us your outios? 
A. Instructor, Flioht 5. 

4. Toll us what you know about the accioent lust nroht? 
A. The accident itself I didn't 'Coo. The only tning 1 saw of the ship was that it 

beoamo airborne. As soon us thu snip became, airborne, 1 told my student to 
co ahead and take off and I immudiutuly Logan checking and cross-ohecking 
ovurything he had dune to mako cure thu ship was okay for take-off and than 

lodged off. We wore just rottinn off the ground and at the sumo time somecne 
in the Tower told ne that there was a ohip on fire on the runway and I took 
tho controls over and moved to the loft of the runway in the air. Wu were in 
the air thon and all 1 coo say of thu ship, it looked like the whole fuselago 
was on "ire at the loft aide. 

- 2 a 



4. 	That was y(ur 	 oa take-:.ff with re:at-tan to triAL ship? ' 

A. 4e wuru Li or 20 feet 	the left cf it, at the Luc:: of it. 

4. 	'ails yc,ur shi fclloain,-, the ::hi;  • !-Lqt crawled on thu take-off? 
a.. Yea, sir. 

4. You didn't see it aftur it ran doa..1 thu runway-aftor it wr.s burning? 

A. The first tninj i sae of it was h slight Llama. 

4. On the take-off you saw it rnll down the runway? 
A. Yos, sir, I s'tw it actually :0 into the air. 

Z. Did you notice hoa hi0 it wfts? 
A. !:e, sir, I startod checkiw: my student tc, rake Iuro.th.it  ho had dune everything 

cixruct. 

Q. .7hat intersection ,:uro you takiti., off freer, last ni'ht? 

A. 1 holieve it afts 5. 

Q. You were taking; off cm thu :cost runway from Intersection 5? 

A. Yes, sir. 

There being no further luesticns, thJ witnass was .3xcuss:Id and withdrew. 

Aviation Cadot D.:wey 	nlson, 1112095), -hviatian Cadet Detach:1mA, crJuman 

:.;eynour, 	 t.Jstiflud as followsi 

4. Will 7ou toll us where you were last ni,-ht at thu time of the accident? 
A. I was on the west. take-off Jtrip and ubeut half way down it when thu plane 

burst into flames. 

Q. You wore in thu ship immodiately following; the ship that crashed? 
A. Yes, sir, I was. 

Tell us just what you knoa about it? 
'ale taxied ue Uehinu tido plane that aus to take riff. The plane vdAs on our 
right and wu were very closu tc) it, 1 	waltinc, for him td make) nis take-off, 
check, at least I presumu it ..as n take-off check. and ho .;av; i the throttle, 
wont Iown the runway and went over a little tit tc, the left. I think the 
vouring was natural in the take-off run and he afts airborne before hu cleared 
the end of the runway. lie flew out and seemed to be climbing normally rind he 
got to a hoight of approximately 76 feet. he curtuinlats erutty Woll up in • 
the air ann then ho seumee to lcse Jireutioaal contro4't and all : could see was 
the little white conu.lirht of thu tail 	the piano ,.rid it ooemud as though 
he was losing directional contrcl and than h.. rent off to the right and then 

wont down. I 'sot 	 Lbe little wl,ito light and about t%rue seconds 
Intur Lim%) ans a white ruff cf. snoke Collo...43C by q burst 	flue. I had Just 

4. 
A. 



Aoared the round is the plane burst into flames. There was nothing for us 

to do so 	but of off -.he tyound. Lt. bell didn't see the plane itself 
after it left the ;round. 7:e began to open the throttle to check for 
carburetor ice. he rochocked my CITeTTR check to sue if everything was all 

right tale as q result, he didn't sue the plane take off and just as we were 
airborne, he finished 	thu check anti hoard as 1 did, over tho radio, 

that someone called the Control Tower and ssid tt,ure .'bas a plane burning at 
the end cf the run.vty. t.fter that I don't know d.hat happened. 

;,fiat was the position of the inane when yet, saw it burning? 
a. •ie mere jus-, over 	the left of it and I couldn't see vary well. I didn't get 

a rc.od look et it no i couldn't say.__The..flemes_eere quite high as wo.adnt by------- 
it. 

Could you toll at tho 
A. No, sir. I ails .,oi.11:] 

entire take-off and 
but he did appear low 
field; Fi,  seemod low 
anything wes wrong at 

take-off whether ho was climbing too steeply or not? 
to say to Lt. bell that 1 watcaeu the snip curing the 
was going to say to him, that it was not unusually low 
for the position he was in, being so far out from the 
but ho wasn't unusually low so there didn't seem us if 
that time. 

g. Did you notice if he over cam:: down a little way on tho rround after ho was 
in the air? 
-!:OT:tin---116-was-ii:Mortio-before he loft the edre cf the runway strip, 
definitely, boaause i watched !iin take off and 	up. He wunt cv,.:r to the 
left and stayed in the air until the tine ho crashed. 

Could you tell then .:huthur he ctute to the ground and continued until the 
crash? 

A. No, sir, I cannot. I just Law the liht cosine down and then disappear in 
a very short time and after a few seconds the piano burst intolqames. 

More being, no further -v,stions, the wimeas ues excused end withdrew. 

Captain Janus Murray, 0-4'40C26, stir CriJs, testified as follows: 

dill you tell us your Luties? 
A. I am the CO of Flight '6. 

Will you toll us anything you 1:nOw about thu students and about the situation 
concernin: this accident? 

A. Lest nirht I was in the Flijit Cffice and Lt. Troia:hi:rah:Au:or came in and asked 
mr what the fire was out on the field and if there was a crash. I tole: him I 
had' not been notified anythini:, to that effect. Nu went out to the back of the 
Flight Luilding and saw the plane on fire and irvediately went up to Cporations 

find ut anythin abcvt :t an thrill aunt up t.; the Tower and couldn't find 
cut anythtu; up there. Just thou Ca)tain lAillor had seen the number 203 on the 
ship and so I wont up to the 	and looked up sty schedule and saw it was 
my ship. Cadets Loroaux and Lonoefenur were pilot aria co-pilot respectively. 

• 
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Then Lt. Campbell returned from his cross-country, we asked him as to the 
ability of the students and he said that Loreaux was a very good, average 
student and Lohoefenor 	above ev.waKe. Then I told him the story of the 
accident. :When the instrument instructor cane in, I also.asked him how they 
wore on instruments and ha sir  that. Loth were very rood students. 

q. Was this their first ni.ht toan ride? 
A. I am not sure whether it was the first. I think it was the first for Loreaux. 

- but Lohoefenor might have had a team ride two nights previous when he was 
Chocked out. The instructor who checked that. out at night said they wore very 
rood. 

Do- you know that tima they chocked out? 
. The instructor said they spoke to him about 10 minutes to 7 P.L. and according 

to the form on the ship, they sined out as of 7 P.k. 

A. 
R• Do you know whether they had made a landing previous to tads take-off? 

I am not sure about that. Lt. tell told me that he thought they had because 
it arpearod to him that the ship was ri;:ht behind the taxi strip that they 
normally enter to take-of!' position but when wd found the Loading List and 
the time when they checked out of the flirht, we figured it was impossible 
for them to have ,:otten in a landing before that. 

---4A—Did_you_4ot_the.Louding List? 
A. No, sir, I didn't. 

q. Were they on a ni4lit local mission? 	• 
A. They were on a nirht local mission. They were to have s:tot landinKs over St. 

Ann's Auxiliary Field, 

R. The fact that they were on the Lase field would inicato tivy they had not made 
a previous landing? 

A. 	Yea, air. 

There being no further quest.ions, the witness was Jxcused and withuru.v. 

2nd Lieutenant burl C. Campbell, U-816'430, Air Corps, testified as fcllowss 

Will you tell your connection with the students involved in the accident last 
night? 

A. "check them-out on ordinary transition, both of them. 

q• Thoy were your students? 
A. Yea, sir, they were u' students and Lohoefenor I onnsidered slightly above an 

average sthdent...he was extra !nod. Loreaux wits a coed student, elan quiok 
-•to learn. I didn't fly instruments or night flyinx so I don't know how they 

worn on that. 
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.. 	alto chuc2ed tires: out at ni.'%ht? 
A. Loreaux sus chocked Lit. by Lt. Smith and Lohoufenur was chocked cut by Lt. Jones. 

. Z. :lore both instructors from.. PlLnt 4? 
• - 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. jas this thoir first ni,-,ht 	rithi .r Nero they togethor before? 
A. I think Lohoefunor 4E13 toftmed thy; 	before. i couldn't be Bury of tiott. 

More Lein ire. l'urthur Tuestions, vv.! witness wus excused 1,nd withc:rew. 

2nd Lieutenant Robort h. Fletcher, 0-581C75, Air Corps, testified as follows: 

4. dill you toll uc your duties? 
A. A.A.C.S. 02ficer, iatdio T:ur..-0 Station and Control Towor. 

lill you toll us where you aura at the tins of the accident? 
I wus in the Control To.or, at the time of the accident. We had about IC ships 
in take-off position and 203, I do not bolieve, called the towur for take-off 

instructions. 226 culled the tower for take-off instructions and I boliovo he 
was ;;ivon instructions for takinr off to follow tip„ ship in front of him. The 
ihiFin front of hint was undol-i-btudly 203. '.03 ,:ot into,tho air slowly and the 
other shin wus in clear fro take-off and that 	the lust I saw of 203. I 
saw his lights r3 over 	runialy and I ave him nc further attention. That's 
rill I can :my. 

There Lein;; no rur,thur , fttLat.1 t,s, thu 	ties:; was excused and withdrew. 

Irivuto First. Class rilion 4rasilovsky, 62443410, 2nd f.irways Communication 
Squadron, Froe.Ain Ciuld, 	 to,stifiod us follows: 

Q• 
A. 

.1111 you tell uz your duties? 
I wan en tho "5" position lo;ging. The ;.;,C,Ccrporal jundlinc wus handling the 
microphone and I wuc watchin,; ships taking Off. Approximately 2 or 3 minutes 
bnforo the fire stnrted'in the wart and of thy runway, 1 noticed another ship 
taking off and suddonly the top roccolization 	or dome light blinked and 
I waited n moment, thinking toot n li,;ht mi,:ht have blinked out or disa)poared 
in the mist or saao of the smoke that aas cw.ng over the field at that timo. 
I watched the nox t ship takinr. off and th!, took off in the air followed by 

second ship. Well, that was approximatoly 10 minutes •%ftur 7 	and then at 
the west and of the runway I saw a fire awl I sucposed it was u plane. ao 
notified all the parties of thy crash, the ambulance, uto. by use of the master 
switch in the "A" position and they ;ot out Lori., un:1 that's all I 'mow. 

A. 



4. ilow hip,h din you thihi. the ship cot olT the around? 
A. alien i saw that 1.1,1it A.J1..Tear, h. •ot orf the crotknd and 1 MKS pretty sure it 

was at the end 	the runway %ht.! we supposed he had really taken .)ff. There 
was a problem of turnin: on thu spot li0It oecause it would navo blinded the 
other ships. 

4. Do you think there was any chance thAt he c:Aild have sttled back down on the 

,-round when you were nut looking? 
A. 	job was to take char!,a of take-offs since the men on* Lh3.7 microphones are 

res:.onsible for all th,1 ayprooches. it was possible that the ship had fallen 
from that position allure the dome lir,ht blinked taut there was no length to 
judge any descent by. 

4. It would soon tx- you that thy li;ht wont cut while the ship was still in the 
air? 

a. It would seem it kais only 1 or 2 minutes fifty!' thu ship fell before it burst 

into flaLus. 

1. D :;eu kt,ohiJthor 	 '..he firs! take-off diet 203 had rAde laot night? 
couldn't: say that., sir, iiocauss our logs in that "B" position were incomplete 

at that tire. 1 rata !mrkinr: 	watchin7 traffic. I believe that 203 did not 
chuck out on 3510 r.C. I wiLi tuned tc, !iv position. 

qi nhen tho -light wnnt off ::xts 1,ho skip just ever the end of the runway? 
i. It W4U in the air. 

There hein,; n:) further luesticns. 	 .:its excused an6 

2nd Lieutenant ..7,)m S. Jones, '.)-410°5, 	"...,rps, testified u4 foliowa: 

4. 	you C;;0"1,: Alt ring 	 Lhe 

A. YUH. sir. 

Alen lituoehtl di6 yo" olosc 
A. Cadet Lohdefener. 

4. 	fo aun thu co-pilot,? 
A. 1 tel 

4. 	1;111 	W11 uu of 1.1., utility? 
A. 	1 th,:u -ht 	 pi lot. 

4. Vic, 	 ti7ly 	 •ht? 
Pi. I :Thh't 

,;t1 	;ion, t.estate00us, 	 tlahh 



y:Y1 chock him cut? 
A. It 	Tuesdb:, niiht, I think. 

Arr. yo , ao t 	?:no7. 	 ct F teem ride tl- nt n4.ht? 

A. 1m. sir, I don't. Lt. Onmobell wt,3 the ih1•.tr12tor cn thr.t. 

. lid eitner one of them ;.et excit.--! very e,,sily? 

A. Lohoeferer, he didn't. : don't knor 	other crdet. 

:'::err pein• no furter 	 nitnerp Imes excurel Lnl rithdrew. 

2nd Lt. Lieutenant Oliver H. Hubbell. 0-;?04452, Air Corns, testified es follows: 

;s • Tell vs 7,hr.t - you know that micht huve nome bevri!ir o,  the accident. 

A. Of oil my students, Cadet Lohoefener rns number 2 in ebility, 	Lorraux 

numoer a or 4. Loretux, in starting out, wasn't too rood but he showed 
very 7rent improvement and good ability. He rns e little slow nicking ur 
ideas but c:,u..%.t. on Quickly. His instrument tF.2,:e-off was *lust about the bent 
of n11 my seven cadets. Cadet Loroefencr was .1.1st a little better student 
tnan Cadet Loreaux. He got the ideas better. Hie instrument teXe-offs were 
not ouite ar roocl but, in omeral. he suns n better student. Both had had ten 
take-offs. 

.• 
There bei.r no furtner cuertions, t.Jritnese va-.1 excitstid fnd withdraw. 

-2nd Liautenant..Howard.L._5mith, 0-798223,kir Cor-.s. testified ns follows: 

Q. Tell us what you know that might have some bearin, on the accident. 
A. I checked Cadet Lorenux nut r,t 	 That wes.tr.e oily time I rode with him. 

We were F11r,ht 4 visiting Flig..t 3 that oarticulLT night. 

He war 4,n nverpre student, very onen to instruction. Also se(me,1 to retai^ 
instruction well. Showed nverare techni'lue in lnndinr Ability. Also s'Iored 
Food control of his lnndin.-. TLis mon wns en:v.1.1e of torn riOe at nirht. I 
rave ?Am, I believe, nix 1.tnAinrs. On his first lnnline he 3nwed very .11nd 
tecnnioue. 

I don't know wEethe: no 	n r;revious tewu ride or nit. I checked him out 
Tuesday nirht. 

There bei-, no fqrtLer clestionl. the -4 theer 	eycisel ,h1 7,ithdrer. 



L 

Sergent Liel' F. 0%htham% 333,7,?964"), Air Cqr:,c, testified ks follows: 

TP11 us what you knomthrA rt i t hhve some bearing on the accident. 

A. I sun A row chief. I nave two planes :,esirnod to me, 205 and 2:'i3. I was on 
duty ltst nint. I W.7 tr.J.re when the cadets chme in to i-et the Plane. They 
rent aroand ;rd_ exanined the etrute :ald elevators and t. en climJed in the 

':•en ',;orr-oral Cmrdner Trot the loadini! slin off of them, they told nim 
if they didn't come desk, it would be the nlane's fault. They were joki,v. 
Tr.ey strted tOe .r..t.ines up. The eng.inee stnrted okay. 

I do not knor wnich Cadet made the statem ent. he m%de it to Corporal aardner. 
I don't know how mhn7 hours the nirzlane :cci flown yestarehy. I c!oe on at 
:?:00 enf. Torked until 1C:f..s.0. I rememoer servici,-g, it the last time and the 
oilots_z:s1c_it_mas_okay. 

T don't Know Whether or not the cadete unlocked the controls end checked-them 
before taxiing. I believe they did but I nm not sure. I don't know rhnt time 
they taxied out. I do-it know how long it WRS from the time we took the loading 
slip until the time the fire started. I diln't know the fire Pad started until 
the fire truck went out. 	 ►  

There beihc no further cUestions, the "fitness wee excused nd withirer. 

-------- 

The committee ;sdjol'r,- FA pt 	 14Snnu.lry 1944. 

9. r; 2, Llajar, A. 



WAR DEPARTMENT 
3bbth Sub Depot 
Seymour, Indian. 

• 
	 15 January 1944 

• SUSJECT: Aircraft Accident Report. 

TO: 	Operations Officer, Freeman Field, Seymour, Indiana 

1., Aircraft AT-103H, Army Air Forces serial number 41-26874 damaged 
in accident on 13 January 1944, was found to have the following damave. 

Fuselage 	- 100% 

Surface Cohtrols - 100:4 

Engines - 	50% 

Propellers - 	75;; 

IlisLruments - 100% 

Radio Lquipment - 1040 

NOTE: Airplane burned after crashing. 

(non reparable) 

P 
E.1/4/....i.1 P. 1.1iI1E, 
Lajor, Air Corps 
Maintnance Officer. 





P• II • 	 C. /0 0 V Li LI 7413•Iii; 141-3 	yI 2. 

• ••.- , 

• .t 

•• ‘ 

i • • 
. • 	 --r 



#29/12324/BRR 

11)2112.1j 

• • 

DMING MESSAGE 

	

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES 	FOR ACTION...A1.u. 

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY 	FOR INFO.Rain.:.. 

	

VONSTONSALEMI  NORTH CAROLINA 	FOR FILE  J4 

DATE  14 .IAM 04  

 

T.W.X. X TELEGRAM ADM NET 

     

     

WU3 64/63 GOVT FREEMAN YIELD IND 945P JAN 13 1944. 	
,..- , 

,,..., ; . : L„...;.i ....... 	.....1 

FLIGHT CONTROL COMM WN -;;',.< rt.:.--/ ....7.i .... 
. 

. 13 JANUARY 1944 191 CWT FREEMAN FIELD SEYMOUR INDIANA PILOT 
31."" 
LOREAUX EUGENE RA 0  AUS TRAINING COMMAND FREEMAN F LD TAKE 

OFF ACCIDENT PILOT KILLED COPILOT  LOHOEFENER EREL K A/C-AUS 

--- TRAINING COMMAND KILLED LOCAL TRANSITION HIGH BROKEN 3 

MILES VIS IN LIGHT SMOKE WIND SSW 3 MILES 41-26874 AT-10 

COMANDING OFFICER 

TWIN ENGINE TRAINER FREEMAN FIELD SEYMOUR INDIANA tOMPLZTE 

WRECK UNKNOWN SUB' DEPOT NONE YES 

RUNDQUIST 

• ;;C:e • 	•-•: 



INC0. 1.4ING M E S C A C E 

	

HEOcUARTERS AUY AIR FORCES 	FOR ACTION  &my' 

OFF G[ OF FLYINr; 	 FOR 0:i-0_0-um' 

	

WI,,, TON-SALCI, NORTH CAROLINA 	''OR 

•• 

  

DATE ts Aati 44_ 

AOM NET 1 X TILEGRAM 

FM FLYING SAFETY WASHINGTON D.C. 

TO CHIEF FLYING SAFETY WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. 

BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT- NO. 2831 

A 13 JANUARY 44 ,1911 CWT 

B FREEMAN FIELD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA 

C A/C EUGENE R LOREAUZ, AUS 

D EFTC, FREEMAN FIELD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA 

E TAKE-OFF ACCIDENT 

F 

G PILOT, CO-PILOT A/C ERELL LOHOEGENER-FATAL 

H LOCAL TRANSITION 

I HIGH, BROKEN CLOUDS, 3 MILES VISIBILITY IN LIGHT SMOKE. WIND 

SOUTHWEST AT THREE MILES. 

J AT-10 41-26874 EFTC, FREEMAN FIELD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA 

K COMPLETE WRECK 

L 

M 

N TELETYPE 

OSTES 

#103/RR/1959Z 



INCOMING MESSAGE 

	

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES 	FOR ACTION 

OFFICE DF FLYING SAFETY 	FOR INFO  org qua  

	

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 	FOR FILE 	M&R  

DATE 	gs JAN 44  

X 1  T.W.X. CJ TELEGRAM r----ll 
ADM NET 

      

      

FROM ESTES FLYING SAFETY UASHINGTON DC 262045Z 

TO CHIEF FLYING SAFETY WINSTON-SALEL, NORTH CAROLINA 

BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT NO. 3170 REF NO. 2831 

A 13 JAN 44 1911 CWT 

B FREEMAM.FLD, SEYMOUR, INDIANA 

C A/C EUGENE R LOREAUX, AUS 

D EFTC, FREEMAN FLD, SEYMOUR, INDIRNA 

E TAKE-OFF ACCIDENT 

F ENGINE FAILURE 

G PILOT CO-PILOT A/C ERELL LOHOEFENER-FATAL 

H LOCAL TRANSITION 
LIGHT 	' 

I HIGH, BROKEN CLOUDS, 3 LILES VISIBILITY IN KUNIO SMOKE. WIND 

SOUTHWEST AT 3 MILES PER HR 

J AT-10 41-26874 EFTC, FREEMAN FLD, SEMOUR, INDIANA 

K COMPLETE WRECK 

L 

M ENGINE FAILURE OCCURRED ON TAKE-OFF AND FORCED LANDIN; WAS MADE 

WITH WHEELS RETRACTED. 

N TELETYPE 21002 

#129/nriA109Z 

11321 ItAI 



• 

--; . 
ciden40110, 

Dat,;! 

Cbcc od by 	 

Analyzed by 

Copicd for Wright 

	

Fiold by 	 

7.// 	viyy 



VV. 	Art,••••• 11./161.1 

.lira( oftrrtokr of trret.1.-lit.. forItt,tt• st ate:Tient of re.rpongibillty and regNanniendet ion+ for M• tiun to pre‘.t.ot repo.' it low 

A/C Loreaux, E.B., Student Pilot And A/C Lohoefener, 1E., K., Student 
Cc-allot. were flying local night transition from Freeman-Field on 14 January 
1944 in AT-10BH, AT Number 41-26874. 

The Aircraft that Cndot LoreAux was pilot of wcs observed ma!zing A 

normal tAkeroff, and, After reaching an Altitude of About 70 feet, settlic7 
back to the 'ground And then bursting into flames. 

Upon invests sting the scene of the accident it 'As found,that the 
eirplans me4e r nomal landing with the wheels retracted And afterjliding op 
its bc111_fOr_L-  distAneeof About 1004 feet, it  slid. into a  drainage ditch nt 
the extreme•And of the field. The shock of striking the oppooriiUTINTR-tRe 

lilittiturst into flames, killing both occupants snd 
resulting in complete loss of the airplane. 

It in the orinion of the Aircraft Accident Committee that engine fail-
ure occurred on the take-off And a forced landing was made with the wheels 
retracted. Duo to excessive speed the airplane was not stopped before it reach-
ed the end. of the field. 

Po recommendations. 

.3 Incle. 
#1 - Report of Proceeding AACC. 
11,2 , Damage report 
#3 - Photvraphs. 

Signature eat  
3NitT . 	 R1)2 • 9 • 

B . 	Jo r, A . 

nate 
I. jWIII11111140 MINVIalerots I•—WI/ -I 

6 	 ...... . .. 
C 	RERLAIN, Cont., AC. 

if icatica.. 
Committee.. 
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