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! - PESCRIPTION Of ACCIDEN?T

(Brief narrative of accident Include statement of responsibility and rcommendations for action to prevent repetition)
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A/S Bertich z.. ‘A., Student Ptlot. ‘and A/S Hamke, H. &.,” stuaent Co-onot.
were flying local night transitign.from St. Anne Tield, Auxiliary Field“
% to Freeman l'ield on 28 Ja.nuary 1944 in AT-10 A.F. Fo. 41-"7087. R
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W\ The pilot states that he made a normal traffic ‘pattern, put his wheels dom
i e".*’ _ on the dowmwind leg hut-did not -check the tanding geﬂ' po.ition 1ndicator
Vi nor did he check his whoels visually. i %
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The co-~ 1lot ctatu that he- dld not. check the landing gear vhuglly.mmthat NG
he had seon the pilot put the gear svitch in the d.o-vn posltion. o

The ship landed and, after a ehort roll, the gear retracted causing major
damage to the propellers and lower engine nacelles. It is the opinion of the . .
Alrcraft accident Committee that the_wheels were not fully

ly_down dua fo.a ,
; > weakened }attc?'. and, as they were neither checked visually nor mechanically,
the wheels collapsed upon striking the prowrde—m""" . —

Cause of the accidént was pilot error in not cboclcing ‘the position of the -
‘gear and partia‘l‘mechanlcal fallure in that the gear did not fully extend.

‘ All pilote of this station will egain be reminded that bYoth the landing
gear poei*ion indicator will be checked along with a vimsual chedk.. -
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