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DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and meommenidations for action to prevent repetition)

__The AT-10, piloted by 2nd Lt. Arthur R. Voellel, left Fresman Field about 23:30
CWT 2-21-Uk, to proceed to Coldwater, Indinna, to Lafayette, Inifana, t» Free-
man Fleld. He wac novar contacted after clearing the field and had eufficient
fuel to fly until approximately 03:30, 2-22-44. The ship was discovered com-
nletaly demdlished adbout 16:30 CWT, 2-22-Ll, by a bue driver and reported ir-
modiately. The ship had contacted the grounld with sufficient force, at an
angle of about 300 to prove fatal to both occupants. The wreckage was scattered
in a north to south direction for 360 feet from the point of initial contact.
All ignition switches were in the OF position, the gear wes retracted and
evidence showed all “el lines and bdoth fuel pumps full of fuel so anparently
the nilot was not attocapting a forced landing for lack of fuel.

By using the surrounding weather stations to bracket the conditions in the area
where this accident hanpensd and from statements of residents of that coa-
munity, it hae heen detsarmined that there was gevere frontel activity within
this area from ON:70 2-22.L4 “until 12:00 the same dar. Py iracing thes route
this ship followel and using his normal cruising speed, the ship was in the
area of the accident at 01:20 and it is reasonable to assume this accident
occurred due to the inclomert weather ¢r-? lack of skill In flying instruments.

The direct cause of this accident war weather which had not been properly

~ analysed by the forecaster who cleared the flight. The clearance for this
flight was void technically according to AAF Reg. 15-13, par. k-1 in that the
takeoff was one hour and 10 minutes after the clearance wae signed by the
forecaster. It was not shown that commetent authority had extended the 1
clearance after one hour had elapsed.

Closer surveillance of training flights must be practiced by experienced
pilots and all the nilots should be driefed immediately before takeoff as to
weathar conditions. Had this been done, they could have at-least been ad-
viged to turn east in case they cncountered instrument ccniitions to go away
from the warm front s prenching from the south-weat which covld huve heen
detected in the hourly sequence immediately before takeoff.
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~ DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING
ARMY AIR #mces PILOT SCHOOL (ADVANCED é ENGINE)
FREEMAN F IELD
SEYMOUR, INDIANA

4

21 February 19%4.

EXTRACT

SCHOOL OPERATIONS ORUERS$ -
No. 3 29 o

1. In accordance with the provisions of Training Mem=-
~—orandum No, 50-1-1 dated 1 February 19.3 the rollowing
nission will be flown this date. A .

2, 'AT=10, serial number 41-26992, 2nd Lt. Voelkel, A.R.
instruotor and A/C Honry D.P., Jr., student will fly night
_.huvigation from 'reeran I leld, Indlana to Lafayette, Ind., via

Coldwater, Ind. and back to fre:uan Field, Indiana. Take=off
at 2330 and return not later thau 0230.

By order of lMajor POX:

dJ’Uf(N H, MONE LY

Major, Air Corps,
Asst. 8oh. Op. Offioer,




WEATHER SEQUENCES FOR 22 FEERUARY 19lLl;

0050C LF SPL PUdiR=163/29/354%11 /990
00%30C 10 C LAZLR-K- 169 |.1/36fx11/001_

—t

01%0C LF FINO , )
01%0C 1D N SPL e&a;qu56/1;0/57«—-«11/998/31999 118 i ;

0200C 1D0C SPL P16O3R=- 156/,0/%7+~ 1/99C
0208C LF SPL P.701R+ 146/1,0/30tx 9/99)
0230C LF M319IR 1 01,01 990 -

| 3 35/4 Al; f/kg/ 9

.

0230C ID N SPL P152R= 1 /39+¢7/99l.  *
02l13C LF SPL W1%uIR 122/4,0/ O%19/906/6Ri! FLG RPDLY

" .
0%30C LF W9IR-119/4 1/,0/1.049/985
10N P11 /2R-122/1,0/11010/987

I certify that the above sequence reports are a
true copy.

’

S M AT S 7}4%% '

1st Ltop Adr Corj'ﬂ
Station '‘eather Officer
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INCOMING MESSAQE |
HEADQUARTERS ARNY AIR FORCES  FOR ACTION ‘uu/

QFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO__ 0 S
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA ™% FOR FILE ______
— mm: 211 FEB 44
. q T.V.X. ELEGRAM ADMNET

«»NSAL 351 V ARL 2354 NR 9
FROM LSTES FLYING SAFETY WASHINGTON D C 241358 Z
TO CHIEF FLYING SAFETY WINSTON SALEM N°C

- BRIEF OF AIRCHAFT ACCIDENT NU. 3883
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¢ CLOUDS-AT -10,000 FT. LOWERING TQ %,000 T0O 6,000 NEAR LAFAYETTE, 1N,

VISIBILITY 4 TO S MILES OVER LAFAYETTE. LIGHT TO MEDIUM RA!MN WITH
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INCOMING MESSAGE
HEADQUARTERS ARMY.AIR FORCES  FOR ACTION_A_! U
OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY FOR INFO___0_S

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA . FOR FILE

//DATE__' _29 MARCH 44

- T.W. X, < TELEGRAM l; | ADM NET

WS V DC NR 26 PRIORITY
"FROM ESTES AFAFS WASHINGTON DC 2918272
~TO CHIEF AFAFS WINSTON SALEM N C

-

‘ BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT NO 4921 REF 3863
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4 MILES WEST OF LEBANON, IND 7/

22 FEB 44 i &//,Z/
. . /
/u £,
A/C DAVID P HENRY . : "
“EFTE FREEMAN FED, SEYMOUR IND
WEATHER AND FEUL EXHAUSTION
PILOT AND INSTRUCTOR, CO-PILOT 2ND LT ARTHUR R VOEKEL = FATAL
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NIGHT NAVIGATION
"1 CEILING APPROX. 3000 FT, VISIBILITY 1/2 MILE WITH GROUND FOG.
T AT=10"" 41526992 EFTC FREEMAN FLD IND

K  COMPLETE WRECK
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