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ORT J. SHERRARD 

nftior, Air Corps 
Member Aircraft Accident Committee 

RIX E. J0p1SON 
Captain, Adr Corps 
Member Aircraft Acciaent Committee 

DESCRIPTION Of ACCIDENT 

(Brief narrative of accident. Include statement of responsibility and meointociebili (((( for nwt ion I,. prv%riit r..1 re. 

The AZ-10, piloted by 2ncL2.t.. Arthur R. VoelLel, left iregman Yield about 23:30 
VT 2-21-44, to proceed to Coldwater, Ind!'na, to Lafayette, Initana, to Free-
man Field. He wax newsy contacted after clearing the field and had sufficient 
fuel to fly until approximately 03:30, 2-22-44. The ship was discovered com-
pletely demelished about 16:30 CliT, 2-22-44, by a bus driver and reported Lr-
modiately. The ship had contacted the ground. with sufficient force, at an 
angle of about 300  to prove fatal to both occupants. The wreckage was scattered 
in a north to south direction for 360 feet from the point of initial contact. 
All ignition switches were in the ON position, the gear was retracted and 
eviionce showed all Nel lines and both fuol punys nal of fuel so apparently 
the pilot was not attempting a forced landing for lack of fuel. 

By usinr the surrounding weather stations to bral'ket the conditions in the area 
where this accident happened and from statements of residents of that com-
munity, it has been determined that there was severe frontal activity within 
this area from 0m,7n, P-22.44, until 12:00 the same dar. 14r tracing the route 
this ship folleee;1 lad using his normal cruising speed, the ship vas in the 
area of the accident at 01:7,0 and it is reasonable to assume this accident 
occurred due to the inclomert ,.,̂ ather V"  lack of skill In flying instruments. 

The direct cause of this accident war weather which had not been properly 
analysed by the'foreceeter who cleared the flight. The clearance for this 
flight was void technically according to AAP Reg. 15-23, par. lip-1 in that the 
takeoff was one hour and 10 minutes after the clearance was signed by the 
forecaster. It was not shown Chet competent authority had extended the 
clearance after one hour had elapsed. 

Closer surveillance of training flights must be practiced by experienced 
pilots and all the pilots should be briefed immediately before takeoff es to 
weather conditions. Had this been done, they could }Ave at-least been ad-
vised to turn east in case they encountered instrument conditions to go away 
from the warm front PIrprcacMng from the south-west which could bi'r' bPen 
dttPrted in the hourly sequence immediately before takeoff. 

. 	 // /N 
/,:er,‘,erzei 	.>,etve4:-/  
WRIcs I. YO 
First Lieutenant, Air Corps 
Aircraft Accident Officer 

Ilty AAftp fttout rid, Laster/ Use LA., 
26 February 1944. 
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II. 1vIoNE ;LY 
Major, .sir Corps, 
Asst. Soh. Op. °Moor, 

DEPARTMENT OF TRAINING 
ARMY AIR ItORCES PILOT SCHOOL (ADVANCED ENGINE) 

FREEMAN FIELD 
SCYMOUN, INDIANA , 

21 February 1944. 

EXTRACT 

SCHOOL OPERATIONS ORDERS 

NO. 

1. In accordance with the provisions of Training Mem-
orandum No. 50-1-1 dated 1 February.1943 the following 
mission will be flown this date. 

2. AT-10, serial number 41-26992, 2nd Lt. Voelkel, A.R. 
instructor and A/C Henry, D.P. Jr., student will fly night 
mitigation from Vreermi, Field, Indiana to Lafayette, Ind. via 
Coldwater, Ind. and baok to frenn Field, Indiana. Take-off 
at 2330 and return not later than 0230. 

By order of Major POE: 



WEAThER SEQUENCES FOR 22 FEbRUARY 191;11_ 

0050C LF SPL P14 :Iill-lc;3/3.,s4/351"0 1/)90 
0030C I D C 	 169/10 /361°1 /41 1/001 

0130C LF F I NO 
0130C ID N SPL P8:03 T -156/40/374-N11 /998/81 999 48 

0200C I DC SPL P16D3R- 156/110/371-1e 11/998 

0208C LF SPL 	.W1 R+ 146/40/30t 9/99k 

0230C LF. 	135/14.0A1.0191990 
0230C I D N SPL P1 502 /2.- 11 41/39/394-1(7/9911. 

02)1.3C LF SPL 	I R 122/40/4 ON19/936/i3Ri.1 FLG RPDLY 
/Ala 

0330C LF 1119111••1 194i. 1/40/401'9/985 
I D N P77,11/211•122./11.0/11.04-1 0/9Z37 

I certify that the above sequence reports are, a 
true cony. 

}ILA II! . 
1st Lt., .4ir Cora 
Station :"'eather Officer 
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INCOMING MESSAGE 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES 

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY 

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA '4  

ItELEGRAM 

0 	dOir 

FOR FILE 

ADMiNfT 

als? 
WSAL 361 V ARL 234 NR 9 

FROM ESTES FLYING SAFETY W4SHINGTON D C 241358 2, 

TO CHIEF FLYING SAFETY WINSTON SALEM N - C 

BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT NO. 38 

6 6 
A 

.---- fi 	
ISSING.)DEPAr FREEMAN FLD., IND., 21 FEB 44 

r ....-. 
rOTPC 	

f 
AVID P HL HY, JR 

k ii r 
1!

I

JD7EFTC, FREEMAN FLD, SEYMOUR, IND 

-1 11-) j 

G PILOT AND INSTRUCTOR, CO-PILOT 2ND LT AHIHOH H vOIKEL - _ _ 	... 
H 

CLOUDS-AT-10,000 FT. LOWERING TO 5,000 ro 6,000 NEAR LAFAYETTE, 

VISIBILITY 4 TO 5 MILFS OVER LAFAYETTE. LIGHT TO MfDium HAIN WITH 

CEILINGS ABOUT 2,500 OVER MOST OF ROUTE. 

J AT-1O,41-26992, EFTO, FREEMAN FLD, IND 

K 
	 G 

I. 

L 

M ESTIMATED TIME ENROUTE 2 HOObS 4h 4INUTES. NU POSITION HTPOHT 

/0070 
CG Sc. 

AFTER DEPARTURE 

N TELETYPE 

#133/1929Z/&P 

2 1. ( 11;:111t-lis 



ADM NET TELEGRAM I 	T.W.X. 
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INCOMING MESSAGE 

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES 	FOR ACTION 

OFFICE OF FLYING SAFETY 	FOR INFO 	0 S 

WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA 	FOR FILE 

29 MARCH 44 

WS V DC NR 26 PRIORITY 

'FROM ESTES AFAFS WASHINGTON DC 291827Z 

TO CHIEF AFAFS WINSTOt SALEM N C 

BRIEF OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT NO 4921 REF 3363 

A 	22 FEB 44 

8 	4 MILES W6ST OF LEBANON, IND 	-"!r) 

C 	A/C DAVID P HENRY 

D 	Ent FREEMAN FID, SEYMOUR IND 

E 	CRASHED 

F 	WEATHER AND FEUL EXHAUSTION 

G 	PILOT AND INSTRUCTOR, CO-PILOT 2ND LT ARTHUR H VOEKEL 	FATAL 

H 	NIGHT NAVIGATION 

I 

	

	CEILING APPROX. 3000 FT, VISIBILITY 1/2 AILE WITH GROUND FOG. 

'AT-1C 41'.;26992-EFTC FREEMAN FLD IND 

K 	COMPLETE WRECK 

L 

M 	PREVIOUSLY REPORTED MISSING 

--N--  TELETYPE 

C.) 

#135/ERw/20362 	 102112A) 

A I u 


