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-7 Lt. Britton's Statemnt,

I am Assistant Weather Officer. There was a thin overcast
which was caused by overrunming from the south. That was get-
.-tipg-pretty weak. —From-that— type-of —condition, the most you can

get 18 drizzle am light -rain. - Freezing-level tat night was——
high, about 3000 or 4LOOO feet. Therefore, you didn't run into
eny icing. I dld not foreceast condition to close in here until
after Lhey got back.
[ ]

There was a front going through-the Dakotas. that wes on

“the map I had before me. It was moving southeast approximately
—20-M:P;H:—but-1 a1dn"t forecast conmiitions to close in from

thet until 6 or 7 o'clock in the morning. However, this 1ight
drizzle would close in around us. _

The thing thet might cause’ that thunderstorm 1n sn upper

cold front, or a sudden intensification of -that in the- aouth.

It seemea to close in all of a sudden, there was no definite_ s

—gtorm that could be traced across. Possibly a frontal loft

could have caused this. We began to forecast that it would.. ...
—¢lose_in about_2 or_3 o'clock,-I-didn't-think-it-would—close

in until 3:30 or 4:00, I talked over -with-theflight leader
~,_,_that there was a possibility of it _reining lightly. I pointed - _
-——out—rain-at—iarayetto from-clouds @&bove 10,000 feet., There was .
—rain-on-the—8:30 sequcnce then for twd‘hours. They didn't have

any after that. Naturelly, these conditions caused by overrun-

ning from the south are very light. .

I didn!t4know aapooidl came in at 11:30 with rain at La-
~ fayette. I check the specials before I signm the cleerances.,
They were just expectlnihlighc rain. T believe it started to
. rain here about quarterWifter one. : e

"This was an‘unusual condition. The Washington farecast

wag farecasting light rein but very light end local in character

and freezing level was high. Lafayette reported.rain or light

precipitation at 8:30. I talked to the flight leader about

that. I had been up before on a reconnaissance flight to see

how the visibility was, The visibility was good.. Overcast-was ..

tRIn. We could see’stars through it. It seemed to me it wasn't

very intense overrunning from the south. The drizzling condi-

tion is caused by stable air. When the rain at Lafayette started,

the oceliings were high. When you get rain from olouds above
---10,000-feet,~{t-doesn't meman much. It was raining to the west ¢

at’ lower ceilinga.

Kedters, Sifontn

. . “WILLT . BRITTON, .
2nd Lt,.,, Air Carps,

. Assistant Weather Officer.

Sn ik /




a . i
&

- iLt; Johnson's Statement.

' I was Airdrome Officer. My duties the night of the acci--
dent were as aAirdrome Officer. For the period of night flying,
in addition to other duties, I was to be inithe tower except

' “to perform the regular duties of Airdrome Ofificer... '

>I"remeined in the tower from 1900 untii\tha check was made
on all ships and All except the ones missing were on the ground. -

-I signed the clearance for the cross-countries and was
familidr with the weather as reported by the weat her office.
Jd usually make it a habit-to gheck the weather myself. When-
I choocked 1t, it was contact. All the reports he gave to the
tower were contact. e ’

Shortly after returning;to the Operations building, we
received the report of the crash at St. Anne.- ¥

T =l X > —

- HAROLD,D; N,

~

30N,
lst Lt., far Corps,
ASN 0-790844. '

o



e it Uil ierts Sherenant.

S

T am Flight Commander of Flight 4., We decided to rum
. navigution. -Captain McNeely and I checked the weather. The
weather office gave us the go on navigation flying. I went
bgck and briefed the students on the navigation trip. . They
were briefed in regard to tuning in on ranges and on using the
ranges and getting any reports from lead ships. The weather -
man ceme down and -briefed them on the weather they would en-
counter during the flight. They were all given at least 45
.minutes to draw up maps and ask any questions concerning the

__flight, The lead ahip, Lt. Bowers, took off 30 minutes shead

qr the flight. They also checked the weather-at the home rfield
..for haze before starting the navigation flight.

: “At that time I went to the tower. All ships, both Capfain
MoNeely's Flight and my Flight, got off, I would say, in the
course or an hnur. ’

Tho sooond order oross-oountry was made out and the trip

—was.reversed, that 1s, to.Lafayette, Coldwater-and-returns—The ——
__weather was-ohecked—and-found-to--be—the—same-as the first order.

"It was favorable all the way through, . At that time I was re-— - -
‘~—lieved:1n_the.tower-by—Captain—MoNee‘,.

-*————1?weﬁt back to the Flight and Captaln McNeely celled from
~_the tower and gave me the report that Lt. Bowers had given to
~the Indianapolis radio on weather conditions north of Indiana-

*poitn """" It Bowers-had instructed all Freeman Field ships to
_return_to Freeman Field: This was -given out by Indianapolis
radio. The Cinoinnati ATC notified us of this report. At that
time we held all other ships on the.ground, that is, the re-

--maining oross-country ships. I went directly to the weather

—office-and-I*-didn't-find-any report-of-bad-weather on the course.
~I-had-talked with Captain McNeely in the tower about’ holdiug )
the ships on_the_ ground, ~We decided to call.all loocal ships —

~1n to oclear for the navigation ships that would come back.

—Lt Bowora reported to me afgfer the first order that weather

conditions were very uatiafactory the entire tiip.

‘It started to rain, I would say, about 1:15 or 1:30, We
had all local-ships in before this rain started and berore any
of the navigation ships started returning to the field. Twenty-
six (26) of the thirty-eight (38) proposed navigation ships in

]
—
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“my flight got off the ground. The balance were kept here at
—the—fieldurter Lt. Bowers' report. Captain McNeely called

from the tower and said he would send Captain Boggs to St.

"Anne in oase this field should happen' to close in with the

rain. About two-o'clock it began to rain fairlymard at this -

- field, Ceptain Cushing, who was in the tower at that time,

contacted Captain Boggs on the phone and said he would send -

" the ships to St. Anne that came to this field as it wasn't

raining so hard at that time at St. Anne. That is all I have

until the report came in from St. Anne of the accident over
there. .

I proceeded t0 St. Anné with Major DuChaine, notifying
Captain Cushing in the tower that I was going to investigate
the accident at St. Anne. At approximately 3:30 at St.-Afne,
Major DuChaine called the field here. I found I- had two '
more ships still unaccounted for, one of which had landed

—safely_at_Atterbury airport. -The other ship was-listed-as

‘‘missing. It was found the following day four miles west-of

Lebanon, Indiana, At no time had the Weather office _informed .

o report from Cincinnati ATC.

—us_of any irregularities along the route to be flown and the
first indication of any weather we roceivod was LtA_Bowmxm) _

//' f%’/

S S T T 7. MILLER,
thtain, Air Corps,
ASN 0-789072. ,



Cthain Cushing's. Statemant.
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I am Oporatxona orrioor of Flight L. I was in the oontrol
~>"tower, relieved Captain McNeely after the second order naviga-
- v“tion had already started. We had already had the report from
/4/- Lt. Bowera that ahipa were on the wey back here.
-q»("’".”"
,/ A J_Whilo I was up here, several other ships called and asked
. ‘if 'we knew there was weather around Indianapolis and asked 1if
*, we called everybody in, which we had. We Jjust had the oross-
- countries come in and land .as they came back and shortly after »
the oross-countries started coming, a dual ship, I believe Lt.
__Parrish, called in and. seid he had rain-at-Columbus.—Immediately —

- ‘after that, we had a. report saying there.was rain Ain the pattorn.
We oalled in local-shipa. :

When the rain finally got so bhard ships were either lovollng
“off much too high in the air or diving-in té the minway, we sent
‘them over to St. Anne to land over there. Captain Boggs had
called in coming back from St. Anne. He came over the fileld,
didn't land, and suggested that it might be good for him to.go .
back-and walt over at St. Anne. Captain Boggs went back to St.
Anne. An the weathnr closqd 1n. we sent them ovor thoro to-land.:

: Wb—stcyod«on—the—long dlstanca—phone—~upcuktng‘wi!thlf"ﬁ?i““"
 there. As soon as it started raining over there, I talled the s

weather de nt here and asked them if there waa_anx,tioldm__w___
T within 50.0r}75 miles of this field where there was no precipita-
tion. They $uid Cincinnati was_the -only field that didn't-have —

g any precipitation. I don't remember the actual weather report )

........ but-they said that Madison and Louisville were both still carry-

. ing ocontact. woather although they both had some precipitation.

1 dld not receive’ any report in the tower that a ship had
: orashed south of the field.. We woere_not in oontaot wlth Lt.
o w1lliam- when he tried to make a landing. - . -- -
— T::"Thoro w;a no indication earlier_in the evoning that the
weather 'was going to move in. I ohecked the weather myself.
The -most-rain they were carrying then was in the western part

o~

() Q

Captain Miller and I were both in the Flight when they
Briefed the students. He went up in the tower and I stayed.
"in the Flight until the second order.

-

Loncorilinle,
- DUNOCAN L. CUSHINY,

Captain, Air Oorps,
ASN 0-790803,
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Lte Bower'b'Statement.‘ ' v

I am a flight instructor, Flight 4., I was detailed as

—weather _ship to precede the navigation flight and check as
to possible weather., On the first flight, the cross-country
was not cleared. I was told to go up and check the local
weather. I checked the locel weather for about 25 minutes
and gave my report and was given permission to proceed on
the cross-country. Visibility was unlimited &ll the way
around the first time.~ I landed at .2200. There were no

hﬁunusual_happaninas on the rirst order. The weether was per-
fect on the first order. . I checked the cefIlng. I was et
7000, it was several thousand feet above me.

I made the clearance for the second ‘order. On the second .
order I took off at approximftely 2250. I was leading the
second order. Upon reaching 5 miles south of Lafayette, I
~enocountered light rein and snow and it increased as I headed
--towards Lafayette. I tried unsuoceaarully to contact Lafayette,
~made a 180 and feturned to-ID:  Tried-to-call-ID all the way.
down and succeeded in reaching them approxlmately 20 miles
north of ID. I was at 3000 feet. I told ID to notify-Freeman

—Flelttohold-all—ships—on—the-ground-and- for-themto-put out— —
——an-emergency-broadcast telling all Freeman Field.ships to return
to Freeman Fiela. I succeedea iu signaling several ships back
_ to Freeman prior to contactipg Indienapolis .radio. I used-
. every method I could ¢or slgnaling ships to turn end come back.

A couple or three of tnem Just signaled back ami continued on
their way.

I landod at Freeman at 0100. There was a alight rain in
- the traffic pattern. When I landed at Freemen because of -other
ships attempting to come in at 4L5, I had to go out to Uniontown
before I made m¥ 180 end 45. At that time the fleld was easily
seen, The visib 111ty was very zood at that time.
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. . DONALD M. BO.ERS,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
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P _ Captain Boggs'uStatemnt .

I am Operations Officer or Flight 6. I wes assigned as
control ship av St. Anne's for the night transition. I took
off here about 7:30, went to St. Anne end opened the field., B
" The fiela. was closed at u!nut -1 20
1 called back to tm mein fie ld for weather condition I
fléw over the main field at anroximately 20 minutes until l 00.
Jt was rairirg hard so-I went-back to St. Anne to act as control
@ ship in cese any ship back from cross-country would have to land
"over there, I didn't land here, circled the field once. It was
7 raining like qats_ann_slogs.__l_had__soluythe_locu1~ships~to—roturm——-
here betore I _had any notification that flying wes celled off.
T believe Fligpt t, had some local ships out. I didn't see any
. local farmation. We didn't have any. ,.
After I got back over there, I had a skeletun crew. ‘The
suips started coming in. ‘The viqibility over there was clo
to four miles. I could see ships ciroling, could see ships /in
the pattern over the town of North Vernon. When I landed in
———the-rain, visibility througzh the-windshield was-closings When— = '~
- I first got there, it-was not rit T.o try to Ln nd anj ship because
s of.rai.n,* s e i v 5 ch e
; -You could see~them circling_,. -they were circling in- lntt-hand
o -pattern. “I"was tryluy to give. them Morse_code.—The-rain-started
—-——to*iat‘up‘a 1Tttle bit and vlsibiliby had decreased. I started
~to let:them come in. E

sesseremmill 109 wna overshootinﬁ,. I he.u been giv ing them tm red iight.
As soon as I gave them the red light, he inocreased power to ygo
. around. As soon as ue increased power, he made a sharp turn
..ana’loat altitude, took up a heading apmoximtely due west for
about a mile and made anpther sweeping turn to the right. All
the time he was right down_qn the tree-tops,——He seemed to have
~—pood control. He got lower and lower on tie trees and we tried
to pull him up with the 1light., I was trying to talk with the
main field to have them get the ships on 3510. The next instant
———he-pulled up about 150 feet and then I lost him in tho haze, . It
~——}ooked—Ylike e~ was pretty sarfé and T tumed around to use the
phoue and I then heard this very loud motor noise. It sounded
like he had full RPM and full throttle. When I hesrd that, I
,looked around amd’ Juat as I looked arou.nd he hit the ground. .

On his approaoh I would say he came nearly 200 feet abovo
the ground. His gear and lights were down. He wus moking &
_ power approach. .He did not retraot ti® lights. I belleve they
were on all t.rwt.lme He was on top of the treea' he flew on

t.op of them for approximat.ely two miles.

.1 = Pl =



After all the ships had landed, I talked to one of the
—— — team rides thst ‘had just come in. I remembered giving one of
" " the ships a green light end I asked him what his trouble was.
He sald he thought he was overshooting. When he gave it power,
the right engine cut out. He decided to come in eny way. So
— ..~he cut_the throttle and dropned in at about 50 feet. There ‘.
could easily have been carburetor ice. I would say visibility
over.the re was three to four miles. : - : i

I was giving ocde with a biscuit gun. . -
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Lt. Holloway's Staaemont.
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I em an instructor in Flight 6. Lt. Williams was in the
. lead ship on the second order. I lead the first order amd got
~conte&ct weathar &1l the-wayeround; visibility unlimited, no .
clouds. I acted as weather ship on the first flight. I believe
I returned from the first oNder at 10:25.

I took off on the second orderuat 11:40. I had clear weather
all the way up to near Fort Wayne. At epproximately 5 miles south
of- Fort “Weayne, I ran into heavy rain.. I was going toward Fort - |
__Wayne._ I contacted Fort Wayne redio and asked for a weather re- ..
po™..  They reported occasional rain at Fort Wayne, contact at. :
Lafayette. A previous report carried icing im the c¢louds; that -
was not included on the last sequence.. They also reported SR

- visibility of 4 miles-at Lafayette. I advised Fort Wayne radio
to send-all sbips back to Freeman Field. .On the next two ships
that called, I° heard Fort Wayne advise them to return..’ ]

"Lt. Williams was lead mén. He made the clearance, At La-
—fayette-I-went-all around ang checked the weather. -I-could-not - .
—contact-the-radio _station there.at all. - I cal)led-them and re-
-—-ported—that—I-could-not-receive them.and—that-I-was returning .
—to _Freemean Field. Fort Wayne had reported contact all around
—p0—-I-went around annuchecked tne weatner‘hnu‘tnen“ctme -on- baok-—f—“t

At the tlma Fort Wayne gave me the weather report they
——didn't huve—any-change of weather here at Freeman Field. The re
~was -heavy-rain-at Fort Wayne-so-rather.than have them land then, _
I had them send them back to Freemen. It was approximately 12:35
when I got the report from Fort Wayne. Outside of that oall to .
Fort Wayne, the redio waen't much use at all. There was statio
all the way. arouna. ocouldn't contact the tower here.
Thero was ‘very heavy precipitation- baok “here-with ooiling
approximately 1000 fect above the ground.' Thal was en overcast.
As I flew I had to keep lowering my altitude to keep below the
—base_of the oloud. _I landed here at 2:20.. The rain was very
. heavy then., It wasn't even advisable to land here at the time — -
losedv—Il-couldnl e
contact tho “tower to find out ir anything else was open. It
was JUst about an instrument landing here at the time. I could — -
see my landing runway going around the pattern but as.soon as
I turned on the approach, rain on the windshield obstructed the .
runway so-I went around egain and made a low approach. Three
of us landed pretty close together, one right anved and one
right behind me, They all reported that they had to put their
heads out &nd sort of guess where they were, ° . i

vk » (]
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To line nyselr up, on the runmqv. I could make out' a faint

outline from the runway lights and headed for those. I did -

not skid the ship eany, I could make out the runway enough that
I didn't have to.  The main trouble was in Judging your alti-
tude. The flood light truck wes out there., I believe the
flood lights were more hindrance. They made the rain reflect

“back but they holped in lining up with the runway.

ROBERT F. HOLLOWAY,
. B 1lst Lt., Afr Corps, —
T 5 p ASN 0=795744.



It. Sinn's Statement.— e
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: I was on the first and second fligat. The first ¥as un- -
eventful.

-On the second, I took off at approximately 11:30, was'fly-
ing formation with Lt. Waterbury. Just before we approached
Fort Wayne, it started reining a little. We called off the’
. formation and headed home by ourselves. It didn't seem so bad
at that time. We headed for Lafayette, were about 15 or 20
minutes out and it started to get_worse. _Turned-on-Lafeyette——
radio but couldn't get anything. Turned on ID, it wasn't
much better but I could get Indienapolis. ~

We took up & new heading of approximtely straight south.
We hit the beam all right, hit the light line and started down
towards Indiarapolis. It was consistently getting worsee all -

. _the way,. We thought it advisable to go in the first place we' -
_,_ocould, We _contacted the tower at_Stout Field, We circled the. .
""" “field approximetely half a dozen times. Another plane was
~~=oirecling at the seme time, He pot in a little before us, he

got in about two o'clock and we came in et 23 06..

w—

1 think we had & little car“buretor ioe ‘at. times. I didn't.
¢ive it a chence, I used the heat, probably every ‘10" minutes.

I daidn't want to give it a chanoce to ice. . The radio reception
of the -beam weas very bad, -I would turn it as low aes I possibly.

——c¢ould:—Tho radio was bad all the time. We would get the beam
tor maybe 13 minutes and then static would build.up so that we -
couldn't distinguinh it and we wa;ld turn kt down low again.., ’
It was hard-to rly the beanm, ’ '

I couldn t tell if they were putting ‘out any oalla for
~ Freeman Field ships to roturn becnuae I coulun t get it long
enough. :

. o | ‘ " %
T ANANY (/j‘)z‘{ h//(“—%-—l paw—"

DARRELL M. SINN, [
2nd Lt., Alr Corps.
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EASTERN FLYING TRAINING AL
-; L fo‘imn FREEMAN FIELD SEYMOUR INDIANA STOP STALL AT LOW
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