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Lt. Britton's $taterdent. 

• 

I am Assistant Weather Officer. There was a thin overcaat 
which was caused by overrunieing from the south. That was get-

_ting pretty weak. From-that, type of condition, the most you can 
:get is drizzle am light rain. Freezing level that night was --
high, about 3000 or 4000 feet. Therefore, you aidn' t run into 
any icing. I aid not forecast condition to close in here until 
after they got back. 

There was a front going through the Dakotas, that was on 
the map I had before me. It was moving southeast approximately 

—20•14;P -but---I ideTt-  forecast conditions to close in from 
that until 6 or 7 o'clock in the morning. However, this light 
drizzle would close in around us. 

The thing that mitht eeuse- that thunderstorm is Its. upper 
cold front, or a sudden intensification of that in the south. 
It seemea to close in all of a sudden, there was no definite _-- storm that could be traced across. Possibly a frontal loft 
could have caused this. We began to forecast that it would_ _  

—close in bOut_2for_3_01  clock , I didn' t think -  it -would close 
_in until 3:30 or 4:00. _I talked over with the flight leader 

that there was a possibility of it_raining lightly._ I pointed_2___ 
	 rOM clouds above 101-000 feet. There was—, 

-t 	: 30=se quan ce then for two—hoU r a . They didn't- have. 
any after that. NaturallY, these conditions c aused oy overrun-
ning from the south are very light. , 

I didn't know especial came in at 11:30 with rain at La-
fayette. I -eheek-the specials before I sign the clearances. 
They were just expectin light rain. I believe it started to 
rain here about quarterilifter one. . 	. 

Thin was an unusual condition. The Weshiniton forecast 
was forecasting light rain but very light end local in character 
and freezing level was high. Lafayette reportsd.rain or light 
precipitatiereat 	I talked to the flight leader about 
that. I had been up before on a reconnaissance flight to see 
how the  visibility was. The viatbiall.a.wies-gend.avereentLaces_.- 
-thin. 'le could tweeters through it. It !seemed to me it wasn't 

very intense overrunning from the south. The drizzling condi- 
tion is caused by stable air. When the rain at Lafayette started, 
the oeilings were high. When you get rain from clouds above 
10,000 feet, •it doesn't mean much. It was rainin to the west 0 
at lower ceilings. 

w_ILLIAM u. BRITTON, 
2nd Lt., Air Carps, 
Assistant Weather Officer. 



Lt. Johnson's Statement. 

I was Airdrome Officer. My duties the night of the acci-.  
dent were as Airdrome Officer. For the period at night flying, 
In addition to other uuties, I was to be in the tower except 
-to perform the regular duties of Airdrome 04Vicer.. 

I'remained in the tower from 1900 until"the check was made 
on all ships and all except the ones missing were  on the ground.  • 

-I signed the clearance for the crows-countries and was 
familiar with the weather as reported by the weather office. 

usuully make it a hubit to check the weather myself. When' 
I chookeu it, it was oontact. All the roporth he gave to the 
tower were contact. 

• Shortly after returningAto the Operations building, we 
received the report of.the crash at St. Anne, 

— — 	 _ 
icA-a4erie/ y 

HAROLD D. ,WNSOM, 
1st Lt. Lir Corps, 
MN 0-740844. 



Captain Miller's Statement. 

I am Flight Commander of Flight 4., We decided to run 
.navigation. Captain McNeely and I checked the weather. The 
weather office gave us the go on navigation flying. I went 
beck and briefed the students on the navigation trip.. They 
were briefed in regard to tuning in on ranges and on using the 
ranges and getting any reports from lead ships. The weather 
man camedown and briefed them on the weather they would en-
counter during the flight. They were all given at least 45 

.minutes to draw up•  maps and ask any questions concerning the 
Lt—Bowers,-  tank aft 34-minutaa-ahead 

off' the flight. They also checked, the weather at the home field 
for haze before starting the navigation flight. 

At that time I went to the tower. All ships, both Captain 
McNeely's Fli,rht and my Flight, got off, I would say, in the 
course of an Pour. 

------- 
The second order oross-oountry was made out and the trip 

_was reversed, .that ls,_to Lafayette; Coldwater ana---keturn-v-:The-
__wreather-vas ohecked-and-found-to-be-the -same as the.firstl-arder. 

It was favorable all the way throu0... At that_time-I was-re--- 
lieved=i1v=the--tower=1*-Captein-MoNeely. 	 

Captain McNeely called from 
the tower and gave me the report that Lt. Bowers had given to 
the Indianapolis radio on weather conditions north of Indiana-

--polls. - Lt-; BoWers had instructed all Freeman Field ships to 
return_to Freeman Field. This was given out by Indianapolis 
radio. The Cinoinnati ATC notified us of Olio report. At that 
time we held all other ships on the. ground, that is, the re-
maining cross-country ships. I went directly to the weather 
office and-IA-didn't-find any repor-t-of- bad--weather on the course. 
I had talked with Captain McNeely in the tower about holding 
the ships on the_ground. - We decided, to call all local ships 
—info clear for the navigation ships that would come bank. 

Lt. Bowers reported to me af/er the first order that weather 
conditions were very satisfactory the entire trip.  

It started to rain, I would say, about 1:15 or 1:30. We 
had all local-ships in before this rain started and before any 
of the navigation ships started returning to the field. Twenty-
six (26) of the thirty-eight (38) proposed navigation ships in 

- 1 - 



my flight got off the ground. The balance were kept here at 
thia—fteld-after—Lt;--Bowers' report. Captain McNeely called 
from the tower and said he would send Captain Boggs to St. 
'Anne in case this field should happen' to close in with the 
rain. About two o'clock it began to rain fairlybard at this 
field. Captain Cushing, who was in the tower at that time, 
contacted Captain Boggs on the phone and said he would send 
the ships to St. Anne that came to this field as it wasn't 
raining so hard at that time at St. Anne. That is all I have 
until the report came in from St. Anne of the accident over 
there. 

I proceeded %0 St. Anne with Major DuChaine, notifying 
Captain Cushing in the tower that I was going to investigate 
the accident at St. Anne. At approximately 3:30 at St. Anne, 
Major DuChaine called the field here. I found I- had two 
more ships still unaccounted for, one of which had landed 
safely at Atterbury airport. The other ship was-listed-as 
'missing. It was found the following day four miles west-of 
Lebanon, Indiana. At no timehadthe Weather office informed 

— -us ofTtny irreguliiffiesalong the route to be flown-and the 
first indication of any weather we received was_Lt,l 	__ owerel_ 
report from Cincinnati ATC. 

=J0"/  

LLER, iffROZ. 
Captain, Air Corps, 
ASN 0-789072. 



Captain Cushing's.Statement. 

I am Operations Officer of Flight 4. I was in the control 
;x:- ", - tower, relieved Captain McNeely after the second order naviga-

tion had already started. We had already had the report from 
Lt: Bowers that ships were on the way,  back here. 

'While I was up here, several other ships called and asked 
-if we knew there was weather around Indianatolis aid. asked if 
we called everybody in, which we'had. We just had the cross-, 
countries come in and land,as they dame back and shortly after 
the cross-countries started doming, a dual ship, I believe Lt. 
	Parrisbs_Called_in and  Said heidad_rain-at-Columbus,---Immediately -- 

after that, we had a_report saying there.was rain in the pattern. 
We called in local, ships. 

- When the rain finally got so hard ships were either leveling 
loff much too high in the air or diving - in to the runway, we 'sent 
them over to St. Anne to land over there. Captain Boggs had 
called in coming t?ilok from St. Anne. He came over the field, 
didn't land, and suggested that it might_ be good„foriiim 
back and wait -over at St..Anne. -- Ciptain Boggs went back to St. 
Anne., As the weather closed in, we sent them over there to land. • 

	We-staked--on-the long distance-ptrozie7-13.1wairizg-weallier-oYet 
there. As soon as it started raining over-there - I - 1-alled. the 

tr 

weather de 	nt here and asMad_them if there_was_any_field- 
within 50.or 5 miles of this field where there was no precipita- 
tion. They 	id Cincinnati was.-the only field that didn't have 
any precipitation. I don't remember the actual weather" report 
but they said that Madison and Louisville were both still carry-
ing contact weather although they both had some precipitation. 

-rdid not receive any report in the tower that a ship had 
crashed south of the field. We wure_not in contact with Lt. 
Williams-when he tried to make a landing. 	• - - 

ho Tr'
. 
 was no_indidation earlier _in the evening that the 

weather'was going to move in. I checked the weather myself. 
The most rain they were carrying  then was in the western.jart 	 
of IlltnoIs. 

Captain Miller and I were both in the Flight when they 
briefed the students. He went up in the tower and I stayed 
in the Flight until the second order. 

ofalos i414,  
DUNCAN L. CUSHIN

e 
 

Captain, Air Corps, 
ASN .0-79080). 
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Lt. Bower's Statement. 

I am a flight instructor, Flight 4. I was detailed as 
weather ship to precade_the navigation fliwnt and check as 
to possible weather. On the. first flight, the cross-country 
was not cleared. I was told to go up and oneck the local 
weather.. I checked the local weather for about 25 minutes 
and gave my report and was given perdission to proceed on 
the cross-country. Visibility was unlimited all the way 
around the first time.-  I landed at 2200. There were no 
unusual_happenings on the first order. The weather  was  per-
fect on the first order. . I checked the 'ceiling. I was et 
7000, it was several thousaLa feet above me. 

I made the clearance for the second order. On the second 
order I took off at approximately 2250. I was leading the 
second order. Upon reaching: 5 miles south of Lafayette, I 
encountered light rein and snow and it increased as I headed 
towards Lafayette. I tried unsuccessfully to contact Lafayette, 
made a 180 and ieturned to-ID. Tried to call ID all the way 
down and succeeded in reaching them approximately 20 miles 
north Of ID. I was at 3000 feet. I told ID to notify.Triseman 

--Fteld 	to-hold-al-1—th-±ps-on-trive-ground-and • for - them-to -put--_-outr.=--- 
--an-emergency broadcast telling all Freeman_Ftsld_ahips to return 

to Freeman Field. I succeeded in signaling several ships-bank 
to. Freeman prior to contacting Indienepolis.radio. I used 
every method I could Zor lignalinE snips to turn and come back. 
A couple or three or them just signaled back ana continued on 
their way. 

I landed at Freeman at 0100. There was a alight rain in 
the traffic pattern. When I landed at Freemen because of-other 
ships attempting to come in cit 45, I had to go out to Uniontown 
before I made my 180 and 45. At that time the field wan easily 
seen. 'The visibility was very good at that time. 

DONALD M. BOjERS, 
let Lt., Air Corps, 
ksN 0-795348. 
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Captain Boggs' Statement. 

I am Operations Officer of Flight 6. I was assigned as 
control ship ab St. Anne's for the night transition. I took 
off here about 7:30, went to St. Anne and opened the field., 
The-fielci.was closed at about 12:20. 

• 
I called back to the mein fie ld for weather conditions. I 

flew over the zai.n field at an7oximately 20 minutes until 1:00. 
vt„ It was rai; ii.g hard so I went 	to St. Anne to act as control 
VI ship in case any ship back from cross-country would haie to land 

over there. I didn't lana here, circled the field once. It 'was 
rainieg 	 and_clogs 	Iad_tolo. the _local-ships 
here before I.hapa any notification that flying was celled off. 
I believe Flight 4 had some local ships out. I didn't see any 
local formation. We didn't have any. 

• After I got back over there, I had a skeletou crew. The 
strips' started comiur.ih. The visibility over there was closi 
to four miles. I could see ships oiroline, could see ships in 
the pattern over the town of North Vernon. When I 13nded in 

_____the-rain, visibility through the windshield was-closingWhen--  
I first got there, it was not tit to try to Lend any ship_ because 

You could see.them circling,-they.ware_cieelin'g..in. left-hand 
pattern. r wes-  tryine to 	 Mor se code.--The-rain-s tart ed 

—to-let - up-a-AC-U1e bi gnu visibility had' decreased. I started 
to let , thein come in. 

_ .109 was overehootint,. I hau been givint, them tie red light. 
As soon as I gave them the red likTht, he increased power to go 
around'. As soon es ne increased power, he made a sharp turn 
anu'lost altitude, took up a heading a euroximately due west for 
about a mile and made another sweeping turn to the right. All 
the time he was r1, IIL down on the tree tops. He seemed to have 

--roo-croontrol. He got lower and lower on tile trees and we tried 
to pull him up with the light.' I was trying to talk with the 
main field to have them get the ships on 3510. The next instant 
he pulled up about 150 feet and then I loot him*klutho 

eafe-ithal—tiiiiied-around to use the 
phone and I then heard this very loud motor noise. It sounded 
like he had full RPM and full throttle. Wheu I heard that, I 
looked around end just as I looked around, he hit the ground. 

On his approach, I would say he came nearly 200 feet above 
the ground. His gear and lights were down'. He vane making a 
rower approach. . He did not retract the lights. I believe they 
were on all the t ime. He was on top of the trees; he flew, on 
top of them for approximately two miles. 

- 1 - 



After all the ships hao landed, I talked to one of the 
team rides that had just come in. I remembered giving one of 
the ships a green light and I asked him what 'his trouble was. 
He said he thought he was overshooting. nen he gave it power, 
the right engine cut out. He decided to come in eny way. So 

-he cut the throttle anu dropped in at about 50 feet. There 
could easily have been carburetor ice. I would say visibility 
over there was three to tour miles. 

I was giving ocde with a biscuit gun. 

S. Y5
c
:atto.  

);PteltjAIS*. BO 	, 
ptaiu, Air Corps, 

ASN 0-789657 



-Lt. Holloway's Statement. 

I am an instructor in Flight 6. Lt. Williams was in the 
lead ship on the second order. I lead the first order and got 
conftitt-Weather all7the-wayeround, visibility unlimited, no . 
clouds-;--I-acted-as weather ship on the first flight. I bellevt__ 
I returned from the . first oakder at 10:25. 

I took off on the second order. at 11:40. I had clear weather 
all the way up to near Fort Wayne. At approximately 5 miles south 
of Fort Wayne, I ran into heavy rain., I was going toward Fort - 
Wayne.___I_contacted Fort Wayne radio end asked for a weather re-
pAmit. They reported occasional rain at Fort Wayne, contact at.. 
Lafayette. A previous report carried icing in the clouds; that 
was not included on the last sequence. They also reported 
visibility of 4 miles--at Lafayette. I advised Fort Wayne radio 
to send' all ships back to Freeman Field. ' On the next two ships 
that called, I'heard Fort Wayne advise them to return.. 

Lt: Williams was lead Man. He made the clearance. At La--
--layette --I- went all around and checked the weather. I could- not 
- contact-the7redio_station there atell. I called-them_and re-
--parted-that-lould-not-raceive_them.and-that-Lwas returning__ 

___to_Freeman Field. _Fort Wayne had reported contact all around 
—so  I went around.anh.checked the weather-and-then-came:_on - back‘ 

,At the time Fort Wayne gave me the weather report, they 
didn't have--any change of weather here at Freeman Field. There 
was heavy rain-at Fort Wayne-ao rather than have them land-then, _ 
I had them send them back- to Freeman. It was approximately 12:35 
when I got the report from Fort Wayne. Outside of that call to 
Fort Waynep.the radio ween't much use at all. There was static 
all the way arouna, couldn't contact the tower here. 

There was very heavy precipitation-back--here-with boiling 
approximately 1000 feet above the ground.' That was an overcast. 
As I 'flew I had to keep lowering my altitude to keep below the 
base of the cloud. I landed here at 2:20. The rain was very 
heavy then. It wasn't Ova-xi- advisable to land here at the.  time 

--elfthertry:Irrerrytirirre-eriett-seese4-te be-eleeedw--Z-notildnit 	 
contact the-tower to find out if anything else was open. It 
was jtIst abotit an instrument landing here at the time. I could - 
see my landing runway going around the pattern but as sown as 
I turned on the approach, rain on the windshield obstructed the 
runway ao.I went around again and made a low approach. Three 
of us landed pretty close together, one right ahead and one 
right behind me. They all reported that they had to put their 
heads out and sort of guess where they were: 

1 



To line myself up oa the runway, I could make out a faint 
outline from the runway lights and heeded for those. I did 
not skid the ship any, I could make out the runway, enough that 
I didn't have to. The main trouble was in judging your alti- 
tude. The flood light. truok was out there 	I believe the 
flood lights were more hindrance. They made the rain reflect 
back but they helped in lining up with the runway. 

ROBERT E. HOLLOWAY, 
let Lt., Air Corps, 
A`4' 0-795744. 



Lt. Sinn's Statement. 

I was_on. the first and second flight. The firstAas un- -
eventful. 

On the second, I took off at approximately 11:30, was fly-
ing formation with Lt. Waterbury. Just before we approached 
Fort Wayne, it started raining a little. We called off the* 
formation and headed home by ourselves. It didn't sera so bad 
at that time. We headed for Lafayette, were about 15 or 20 
minutes  out ehd_it Itartd_to_get_worse. Turned-„on-Lefayette 	 
radio but couldn't zat c,nythiLL;. 	 ID, it wasn't 
much better but I could get Indianapolis. 

We took up.  a new headinu of approximately straight south. 
We hit the beam all right, hit the light line and started dawn 
towards Indianapolis. It was consistently getting worse all 
the way. We thoujht it advisable to go in the first place we.  

We_oontaoted_the tower at_Stput Field.. We_ circled the_ 
----field --approximately half a dozen 	Another plane was 

-circling at the same time. He got in a little before us, he 
got in about two o'clock and we came in et 2:06.. 
---------- 	 • 

I think- we had-t-little .carbure,tor ice 'at-- times. I didn't 
give it a chance. I Used the heat, probably every 10- mindtes. 
.1 aidn't want to give it a chance to ice. The radio reception 
of the beam was very bad. -I would turn i t as low.  es.I_possibly 

---could.---The radio was bad -air-the time. We would get the beam 
for maybe 	minutes and then static would build .up so that we,  
couldn't distinguish it and we would turn it down low again. 
It was hard to fly the beam. 

I couldn't tell if they were putting out any oalls for 
Freeman Field ships to return becauseI coulan't . get it lone - _— 
enough. 

4.11)11f 	 
IIIM•••••••••••••......a.•  

DARRELL M. SINN, 	1 
2nd Lt., Air Corps. 
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Aircraft -Accid4fit-Report. 

TOt-- 	Operations- Officer, Freeman Field, SayMour, Indiana' 

1. • Aircraft AT-10BH, Aalorlir Forces serial number 41-27296 damaged 
in accident on 22 February 1944, was foUnd to tvve . the follOwing damage. 

Airplane , 	 1.00;,  

RadiOliquipment 	 . 

Sngines 

/%6 oub31.e: 100 

Instruments 100; 

1;,trnishing s 100,; 

NOTtis Airplane orashe4 and burned. 

Sprveyqd. 

I? wit I Av 
ilajur, A 1r Corps 
Lls.inte t If: 
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DEPARTMENT—OF TRAINHC----- 
. 	- 	ARMY AIR FORCES PILOT SCHOOL (ADVANCED 2 EN3INE) . 

FREEMAN FIELOL_ 
	 INITMCNR.:_j110.111.1/1 	' 

• 
	

21 .eibrliary 1944' 
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1. Ir r'one)rilb nee vrA t. It t, tie 1+.a.',-)vi stops of 'I'm ini [IF :.:onl-
ortinauei 1.1.o.---W-1-1. dated 1. i'ermitrit._,? 1943. the  .1.01:Lowiry. 
gaissicni Ivi.11. 	 Li, 

2. 1t":-10, serf ,11 riarthow 41-02,9(16. .0! 7!ov.e s  3. 511.1ot 
Pirj6 	:ro ri9t*, 	. zo  0.0-!)11.ot y1.11. fl 	niivt-Attoti %from 
i'rRiVT0111 	 InAitini-i 1,n 1, ,.:!'tcritte vim enlii.voter t  
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—7FOR--- A CTTON_ A 	- 

FOR 1 urCi___Q 

______71.:IpSTON—SALE103-UORTHUROLINA 	FOA 

DATE__ _ EEEL.44— 

_TELEGRAM 

•W••••• •••Mmo• •••am•••.•••q• Oa.. 	•• a. • • 0, • 	• 

Oki COMMANDING OFFICER FREEMAN FIELD SE YM .)UR IND ANA F.  

TO-CHIEF FLYING SAFETY 

AAF _NI SSEN BU I LDI NG . 

	WINSTGU=SiLCW-464fR CAROLINA. 

, 	. . . 
• 22 .FEBRUARY 1944 0215 CWT ST ANNE F I E

i
y UX I L I ARY 

I rj°  
.."4---7F-REE-MAN F IELD STOPLHOW

5 
 E JOHN -NMI - A/C AUS EASTERN FLYING TRAINING 

-4" ,.. tOkIZAND FREEMAN FIELD ,SEYMOUR INDIANA STOP STALL T LOW ALTZUQL 

STOP NIGHT 'NAVIGATION STOP CEILING 2500 FEET VI SI BI L I TY •4 MILES 

fORWARD V I SI BI.L I TY RESTRICTED BY RAIN STOP 41-27296 - TWIN-ENGINE TRAINER 

tt  it:6110(STOP FREEMAN FIELD SEYMOUR INDIANA STOP CO \IPLETE WRECK STOP 

• NONE STOP MB-DEPOT STOP 
•
MI NOR STOP YES STOP GROUP I END-

RUNDQU I ST 

X 	1 T.V.X. ----A M-TIET 
,.....1 

• ----.''. 	t.tilLit! /-3.6°  
B 22 122 Z ER 

(-- 

(4V  -s- r 
Se.  TL3-436 

• 

FIELD TO 5C33.  

'13 

1 

RcSTR I CTED V I SI V. I TY .S10P f()IL.pT -F AT Ai; INJURY 	
.__ 

/1143E1ERT E A/C AUS 1E ASTERN FLYING TRAINING COMMAND FATAL INJURY.  

f47/JH/1227Z 
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