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Maj. Weiland Is

L] LAY ]

Executive Officer

Major George W. Weiland has
been named post executive offi-
er at Freeman Army Air Field
ccording to an announcement
ade by Colonel E. T. Rundquist
mmanding officer. Major Wei.
land succeeds Lieutenant Colone
Ora M. Baldinger who has be
come post engineer liaison officer
Before his entry into the serv-
ce, Major Welland was employec
y the Pan-American Airways
1d at one pegid of tms.émploy-
ent he was *Brazil where Bt
uilt airiields for the company
uring the first World Wat  he
aw action’ overséas with th
rench amy aud was in several
ajor engagements.




Dedication

On Thursday

—

“Open House” from

8 a. m. to 4 p. m.,
Planned—Ceremony

To be at 10 O’clock

iman Army Kf#ﬁeld today

was {a bee-hive of bustle and ac-
tivity as the finishing touches
were being put on plans for the
graduation - dedication day pro-
gram which is to be feagured by
an “open house” -~ fleld |
Thursday. & P

Brigadier-Geslgral Bob E. Now-
land, commanding general of thel
28th Army Air Forces Flying|
Training Wing, is to be present to |
give the dedication address, and |
Col. E. T. Rundquist, commanding
officer of Freeman Field, will de-
liver the graduation address.

The graduation-dedication cere-
mony will begin at 10 o’clock |
Thursday morning, and will bel
held in or in front of one of the|
big hangars on the field. !

Alr Review Scheduled. l

At the conclusion of the cere-
mony an aerial formation, headed
by Capt. Robert Tyler, Freeman
Field's director of flying, will fly
in review.

“Open ,house” hours, during
which the public will be admitted
to the air field, will be from 8
o’clock Thursday morning until 4
o'clock that afternoon.

Program Is Announced.

Opening the graduation-dedica-
tion ceremony will be the Nation-
al Anthem, played by the 405th
AAF Band. Chaplain Phillips B.
Henderson will give the invoca-
tion, after which Col. Rundquist |
will introduce Gen. Nowland. Fol-.
lowing the general’s dedication
address he will present Ab Free-
man, father of the late Capt.
Richard S. Freeman, of Winamac,
Ind., for whom the fleld has been
named.

The band will play ‘March

Freeman Field,” dedicated to Col. }

Rundquist, after which Major
William B. Poe, direstor of train-
ing, will prese ol. Rundquist
D it [) =

gs.
Major Poe will then present the
wings to members of the gradu-
ating class of cadets, after which
Major Albert E. Hughes will ad«
minister the Oath of Office.
Rev. C. W. Burkart, pastor of St,
Ambrose Catholic Church, will
pronounce the benediction, after
which the band will play “The
Army Air Corps.” The aerial re-
view will conclude the ceremony.
Officers of the school are as fol-
lows: Col. Rundquist, command-
ant; Lieutenant-Colonel O. M. Bal-
dinger, assistant commandant; Ma- |
jor George W. Weiland, executive
officer; Major Poe, director of I
training; Major Peter P. Lgone,
senior flight surgeon; Major
Hughes, commandant of cadets;
Captain Tyler, director of flying:
Captain Henry F. Bailey, director
of the ground school, and Captain
James Moore, school secretary.
Guests during the day will be
allowed to visit the -unrestricted
sections of the fleld during the
“open house” period, and will
have an opportunity to inspect
one of the trainer planes which
will be placed on exhibit.
8Special Guards Planned.
Special guards will be on duty
on the fleld, on highways leading
to the 'ﬁeld, and in Seymour, both
to didy Itrafﬂc and to provide in-
o for visitors to the field
. 'In addition to members
ki's guard squadrom, the
‘be provided by state
ibolice and members of
*Sycivilian defense organ-

iz—;i.i:)n. Members of the civilian
defense drivers’® corps, of which
rs. John L. Blish is chief, will
|‘ meet all incoming trains and
i busses to provide information
| service and to direct visitors to
the air fleld. .9
| Traffic enroute to the field will
be routed west on U. S. Road 50
to what used to be known as the
lold airport road. It is now a
Inewly paved highway, - leading
]south from Road 50 to the main
| entrance to Freeman Field. Traf-
fic to the field witt use that route,
and traffic leaving the fleld will
use both the main entrance and
the Walnut street gate.
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Captain Freeman s Air Exploits

W
3 :
SEYMOUR, Ind. April 28 (Spl)
Pioneering Alaskanskyways, Capt.
Richard 8. Freeman, for whom
Freeman army jairfield, advanced

win cngffie flying school is named,
hlazed a historic trail in the frozen
wastes.

The field will be dedicated Thurs-
day, when the first class of cadets

s graduated. Brigadier-General Bob
E. Nowland, commanding general of

the 28th army air forces advanced
training wing, with headquarters
at. George fleld, will give the dedi-
ation address. Colonel E. T. Rund-
quist, commanding officer at Free-
man field, will give the graduation
address.

Captain Freeman, born at Wina-
mac, was killed in the crash of his
“flying laboratory” plane February
6, 1941, near Lovelock, Nev.

His flying career was marked by
many honors, and when the air
forces were given the difficult as-
signment of .conducting experiments
in the arctic, Captain Freeman was
named commandant of Ladd field
near Fairbanks, Alaska, where the
United States’ first experimental air
field was established.

The first army pilot to fly non-

top from McChord ficld, Washing-|

im a Page in Army Annals

ton, to Fairbanks in-.a B-17 Fiyving
Fortress, Captain Frecman made the
flight over perilous peaks and
rutted gorges.

Ladd field provided adequate ac-
commodations for the men, but
there were no hangars. The planes
were lashed to the snow when not
in use in winter. Temperatures of
60 degrees below zero are not un-
common at Fairbanks, so the fliers
first problem was the bu:iness of
tethering planes in the open.

Captain Freeman went on numer-
ous experimental flights into the
far north country, and having
earned a reputation as a “high alti-
tude” pilot, it was not unusual for
him to take a plane out for cold
weather tests. He also made flights
over the Aleutian islands and snow-
covered Mt. McKinley, which juts
up 20,000 feet. Despite only a few
hours of daylight during the months
of December and January, full work-
ing orders were & part of the rou-
tine. Experimental flights were
made to Pt. Yukon and to the
Arctic sea.

Captain Freeman and his men did
much to further the cause of mili-
tary aviation and insure the safe
and efficient operation of aircraft
in the Alaskan territory, )
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City to “Cl;se U;”
{To Attend Airport

Seymour will have virtually a
half-holiday Thursday as local
residents ‘“move out” to Freeman
Army Air Field to the dedica-
tion-graduation ceremonies.

Schedule at the Seymour post-
ofﬂce has been changed so that
leity “carriers and those employed

Thursday morning. The Seymour
city schools and part of the pa-
rochial schools, will remain closed
uniil noon and drug stores, which
normally are*open both on Sun-
and holidays, have been
added to “the list of downtown
usiness establishments which will
a0t open until 1 o’clock Thursday
fterncon.

City mail carriers will make
pne complete delivery Thursday,

jJeymour Daily Tribune

at the office may go to the airport:

V. H. Droege, Seymour postmas- |

1943

Half a Day
Dedication

ter, said today, but this delivery
will be in the afternoon instead
of in the marning as is the usual
schedule.

The general delivery and stamp
window will be open from 7:30
until 8:30 o'clock Thursday morn-
ing to accommodate early mailersi
and it will open again at 12
o'clock noon, to remain open un-|
til 6 o'clock Thursday afternocn,|
the usual hour. All other service
wmdows of the postoffice wijll not|
open until noon and will close at
5:30 o’clock, the usual time. Rur-
.al carriers will make their deliv-
eries as usual and outgoing mail
will be dispatched as usual.

To Stamp Collectors

A new cancellation stamp,
reading “Freeman Army Air-
field, Ind.” will be used for
the first time Thursday in the
branch post office at Freeman
Field, W. H. Droege, Sey-
mour postmaster, announced
today.

All mail deposited in the
branch postofiice at the,fleld
will bear that cancellation
for the first time. Postmaster
Droege now has ninety-one

covers that have been sent
him so they will get the first
day's cancellation and it is

expected many local stamp
collectors will want to mail
letters at the field Thursday
to get a first day-cover for
their collections.

No school sessions will be held |
Thursday morning at any of the
city grade schools, it ‘'was learned
from N. J. Lasher; city school su-
perintendent, in order that stu-
dents and teachers may attend
the ceremony at Freeman Field.
The classes will convene after
noon as usual.




Drug stores today were added
to the list of downtown business
establishments which will remain
closed Thursday'moraning for the
ceremony. It had been previous-
ly announced by Willlam Topie,
secretary of the Seymour Busi-
ness Men’s Association, that prac-
tically al] establishments except
restaurants, drug stores and sim-
ilar establishments would remain
closed until 1 o'clock Thursday
afternoon. Banks and other finan-
cial mstltut:ons will be closed.

As a result of the general half-
holiday in the business section.
downtown Seymour is expected
to head for Freeman field Thurs-
day morning to take advantage of
the opportunity to see the army
post which has been constructed
hear Seymour so fuickly. It is
understood it is' seldom the pub-
lic {s permitted to attend an army
airport dedication in r
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Air Forces to Dedicate

Freeman Field Today

| o8

General Nowland
To Be Speaker

Seymour, Ind., April 28 (#—
Officials at the Freeman Army
Air Field, named for a native
Hoosier, Capt. Richard S. Free-
man, said today plans were
complete for a formal dedication
of the field tomorrow.

The dedication will be in con-
nection with the graduation of
the first class of cadets trained
at the field's Advanced Twin
Engine Flying School.

The principal address will be
given by Brig. Gen. Bob E.
Nowland, commanding the 28th
Army Air Forces Advanced
Training Wing, with headquar-
ters at George Field, Lawrence-
ville, I1l. Col., E. T. Rundquist,
commanding officer of Freeman
Field, will give the graduation
address.

The field a year ago was roll-
ing Indiana farm land. A topo-
graphical survey, began April
11, 1942, marked its first de-
velopment into the present field.
On May 6 last year the Army an-
nounced the area had been se-
lected as an air base, and it was!
activated officially December 1,
1942,

Captain Freeman, a pioneer of
the Alaskan Airways, was born
at Winamac, Ind., and died when
his flying laboratory plane
crashed near Lovelock, Nev,,
February 6, 194].

= - T
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Offictal Army Air Forces Photo.

Brig. Gen. Bob E. Nowland, Left, and Col. E. T. Rundquist.

Graduation-Dedication
Exercises Lure Throng

15,000 On Hand As 1st
Class At Freeman

Finishes Course.

The Times Special Service.

Seymour, Ind., April 29.—Be-
tween 15,000 and 20,000 persons
were expected to attend the
graduation-dedication exercises at
Freeman Army Air Field here
'today.

Many of the visitors are rela-
tives and friends of members of
the first graduation class here,
but the bulk of the crowd are
persons from Southern Indiana
who came to see the field for the
first time. The public has been
invited to “open house” at the
field between 8 o'clock in the
=morning and 4 o'clock this after-
noon. All Seymour business es-
tablishments were closed until 1
o'clock so their employes could
visit the field and attend the
graduation ceremony at 10 o'clock
this morning with Col. E. T.
Rundquist, commanding officer of
the field, delivering the address
to the field’s first class of cadets.
Gen. Bob E. Nowland, command-
ing general of the 28th Army
Forces Flying Training Wing,
headquarters George Field, Vin-
cennes, was to deliver the dedica-
4on" address:

ONE-WAY TRAFFIC.

The air field's regular guard

squadron was augmented by city

and State police and members of
Seymour's auxiliary civilian de-
fense police for the event. In-
formation centers were set up
downtown and special parking
arrangements prepared. A State
police car equipped with a pubilc
address system cruised through
the airport during the day to aid
in traffic handling. All traffic
was routed into the field on one
road and left by another entrance.

Freeman Army Air Field is
named in honor of a flying diplo-
mat, Capt. Richard S. Freeman.

- An honored guest at the cere-
mony was the late flyer's father,
Ab Freeman, Winamac, Ind.

FLIERS THRILL CROWDS.

The 405th A.AF. band played
for the ceremony and CHhaplain
Phillips Brooks Henderson, sta-
tioned at the field, gave the in-
vocation, Colonel Rundquist was
introduced for the graduation ad-
dress by Maj. William B, Poe,
director of training, who later
presented wings to the members
of the class of cadets. Maj.
Albert E. Hughes, commandant
of cadets, administered the oath
of office.” The Rev. C. W. Burk-
art, pastor of St. Ambrose Church
here, pronounced the benediction.

At the conclusion of the cere-
mony, an aerial formation, lead
by Capt _Robert Tyler, Frceman
Field's director of flying, flew
in review. The ceremony took
place in front of a hangar at the
field.
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Ceneral Dedicates Bomber
School in Honor of
Hoosier Flyer

SEYMOUR. Ind., April 290 (Spl.)—
A general who knew the late Capt.
Richard S. Freeman Thursday dedi-
cated the new army post near here
as Freeman army air {ield in honor
of the pioneering flyer who was
killed in the crash of his "flying

laboratory” in Nevada in 1941. An
honored guest at the ceremony. at-
tended by, more than 15.000 persons,
was the flyer's father. Ab Freeman,

Colonel E. T. Rundquist, com- Winamac. Ind.
. manding officer of Freeman army
alrficld, made the graduation ad-
dress for the first cadet class at
dedication exercises at the field
Thursday.

¥

Brigadier General Robert E. Now-
land, commanding general of the
28th army air forces flying train-
ing wing, George field. Vincennes,
made the dedication address, urging
the men to carry on with the four
nalities which characterized Capt
Freeman—courage. the piloneering
instinct, love for fellowmen and
fighting spirft. General Nowland
was post adjutant at March field,
California, when Captain Freeman
reported there for duty late in 1939.
Colonel E. T. Rundquist, com-
manding officer of the field. pre-
sented General Nowland and Capt.
Freeman’s father. He later gave the
graduation address for the first
cadet class of the twin-engine
bomber pilot training field.
The 405th A. A, F. band plaved
for the ceremony and Chaplain
Phillips Brooks Henderson, stationed
at the field, gave the invecation.
Colonel Rundquist was introduced
by Major William B. Poe, director |
of training, who later presentedf
wings to the cadets. Major Alber:'
E. Hughes. commandant of cadets,
administered the oath of office.
The Rev. C. W. Burkart, pastor of
St. Ambrose church  here, “pro-
nounced the benediction.
After the ceremony, an aerial for-
mation led by Captain Robert Tyler,
Freeman field’s director of flving,
flew in review. Hundreds of rela-
tives and friends of the cadets from
almost every state in the union
attended the ceremony.
Open house was held in the un-
restricted areas. Seymour business
establishments and schools. were
closed during the forenoon. N
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High-Ranking Officials Are Prewnl to Take Parl
in Ceremony—Visitors Are Admitted To Field
During ““Open House’’ Period

‘The vanguard of a crowd of
several thousand people thronged
into Freeman Army Air Field at
8 o'clock this morning when the
gates of the new airport were
thrown open to the public for the
first time in connection with the
graduation of the first class of
aviation cadets and the formal
dedication of “the field.

With the actual ceremony start-
ing at 10 o’clock this morning,
high® ranking army officials as
well as leaders in civilian life
were” among those present.

Brig.-Gen. Bob E. Nowland,
commanding general of the 28th
Army Air Forces Flying Training
Wing, was presant to deliver the
dedication address, and Col. E. T.
Rundquist, commanding officer of
the field, delivered the graduation
address to the members of the
glass."& - i & 5

Although do“ntown +bv.‘xhsine'ss
was at a standstill during the
morning hours, such was not the
cas2 with traffic, for automobiles
by the hundreds moved through
the streets of the city during the
morning hours, bound for the
field. Stores, banks and offices—
just about every business estab-
lishment in the downtown section
except restaurants—were closed
during the morning, and were reo-
opened at ! o'clock this afternoon
to resume business.
“"While' the largest number of
peop¥ were on the field during!
the' graduation-dedication cere-
mony, it was believed the area
would be well fillad with visitors
from this vicinity and {rom cities
aven in other states through the
entire “open hous?” period,
which was to end at 4 o'clock
this afternoon.
General Speaks.

General Nowland's dedication

address had as its theme a trib-

ute to the late Captain Richard
S. Freeman, for whom the field
was named. General Nowland

revealed that h2 had known Cap-
tain Freeman as a flier at March
Field, California, where he ar-
rived for a tour of duty late in
1939.

The genzral said he was very
much impressed by Captain Free-
man's splendid military bearing
and many other soldierly quali-
ties,

“He was an
whole command,”
eral Nowland.

Captain “Fi®%man was described |
as a true pionzer of the air.
Courage, pioneering spirit, love
for his fellow men, and a fighting
spirit, were cited as four out-

standmg features of the late of-l
an  Nowland,;

inspiration to the
da2clared Gen-

€ me

llce and membels of

family. Mr. Freeman was intro-
duced during the program.

Included in Mr. Freeman's
party which came here for the
ceremony were the following in
addition to himself:

Mr. and Mrs. James ereman
of Winamac; Captaln and Mrs
Robert Cissel, of Cincinnati; Mrs.
Henry Shank and aner daughter,
Grace, and son, the Rev. Bernard
Freeman, of Michigan City; The
Rev. Fred Rothmel, of St. Johns,
Ind, and Miss Anne Murray,
secretary to Mr. Freeman.

Special guards were posted both
on the airport and on highways
leading to the field te direct traffic
and provide information service
for.’ the visitors. Other guards
were on duty in the downtown
section of the city. The regular
guard‘squadron at the field was
augmented by state and city po-
the Sey-

mry ﬁre and au
warden services. Members of the

civilia,n defense drivers’ corps
met ‘all incoming trains and
busses to provide information

service for out-of-town guests.



General Nowland's dedication
address had as its theme a trib-
ute to the late Captain Richard
S. Freeman, for whom the field
was named. General Nowland
revealed that h2 had known Cap-
tain Freeman as a flier at March
Field, California, where he ar-
rived for a tour of duty late in
1939.

The genzral said he was very
much impressed by Captain Free-
man’s splendid military bearing
and many other soldiarly quali-|
ties, |

“He was an inspiration to the
whole command,” d2clared Gen-
eral Nowland. |

Captain "Fré¥eéman was described
as a true pionzer of the air.
Courage, pioneering spirit, love
for his fellow men, and a fighting
spirit, were cited as four out-
standing features of the late of-
ficer's character. Gen. Nowland, !
after sketching a history of Cap-|
tain Freeman’'s lif2 up to his
death in his ‘“flying laboratory’
plane in 1941, charged his hearers
to “work and pray’” that qualities
such as those of Captain Free-
man “will guide us to an early,
crushing defzat of the axis pow-
ers and restore peace to the
world.”

Col. Rundquist Speaks.

Col. Rundquist, in speaking to
the class of graduating cadets, de-
scribed the day as “a climax to
our planning and to our work,”
but at the same time ‘“just the
beginning.” Reminding the fliers|
that their training ‘“has been |
tough,” he went on to point out
that it will stand them in good
stead when they reach combat.

“You will have the finest train-
ing and equipment in the world,”
the commanidng officer declared,
in pointing out that the men will
be going out for combat, and
must be ready ‘“for it is kill or
be killed.”

Addressing his remarks to par-
ents of the fliers, the colonel de-
clared that the men will have, in
addition to their fine training and
equipment ‘*the ingenuity of a
free-thinking people, and you can
see that there will be no doubt
as to the outcome.”

Mr. Freeman Is Presented.

Ab Freeman, father of Captain
Freeman, was present, with some
other members of the Freeman
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Thousands at ¥
Dedication of
Freeman Field

Cadets Receive
Wings in Impressive
Ceremony Thursday

At New Field

Favored by excellent weather
conditions and a big crowd which
numbered several thousand peo-
ple, Freeman Army Air Field’s
graduation - dedication program
which was held Thursday in con-
nection with ‘“‘open house” at the
field, was a decided success from
every standpoint.

The many thousands of peopls
who had been wanting to get ¢
look inside the big advanced twin-

chance, and officers, cadets and
enlisted and civilian personnel tc
show their pride in the new
school.

Gen. Nowland Is Present.

in which eighteen planes put on :
thrilling show of formation flying
the graduation - dedication cere-
monies were held in one of the
large hangars where a crowd es-
timated at some 5,000 people had
gathered.

Brig. - Gen. Bob E. Nowland
commanding general of the 28th
Army Air Forces Flying Train-
ing Wing, delivered the dedica-
tion address, and Col. E. T. Rund-

man Field, gave the. graduation
address.

In the crowd were families and
friends of the cadets who re-
ceived their wings, as well as
many others who were on hand
just to witness the ceremony.
Among the most interested civil-
ians present was Ab Freeman, of
Winamac, Ind., and a party ot
members of his family and their
friends.

Freeman Field was named in
honor of Mr. Freeman’s son, Cap-
tain Richard S. Freeman, who
was killed with members of his
crew when their “ﬂymg “labora-
tory” crashed in Nevadh in 1941,

engine training center got their |

Closing with an aerial reviev:,

quist, commanding officer of Free- |

pre
An impressive scene was enact-
cd as the members of the fleld’s
first graduating class received
their wings after completing their
course of advanced twin engine
training.

A large platform, decorated in
bunting, was situated in the rear
of the huge hangar, and members
of the class were seated in front
of the platform. There were hun-
dreds of seats for others who at-
tended the ceremony.

Fliers Receive Oath.

After Col. Rundquist had com-
pleted the graduation address,
Major William B. Poe, director of
training, presented each man with
his wings as the class members
marched onto the platform. Ma-
jor Albert Hughes, commandant
of cadets, administered the oath
of office to the men. Most of them
received second lieutenant’s com-
missions, while some in the. group
already held commissions.

The 405th Army Air 'Forces
band played while the class mem-
bers sang The Army Air Corps.
song, after which there was
rush of parents, wives and frie
to congratulate the newly gra:;
ated officers.

Many Tour Field.

During the “open house”shours
from 8 o'clock in the morning un-
til 4 o’clock in the afternoon,
thousands of visitors looked over
the field, inspected three twin-en-
gined planes which had been set
up for exhibition purposes, and
had a peek into many of the
buildings.

Colone! Extends Thanks.

Today Col. Rundquist said he
was highly appreciative of the
fine spirit of cooperation on the
part of both the military person-
nel at the field and the residents
of this community for helping to
make the day a success. Field of-
ficials also expressed appreciation
to those townspeople who opened
their homes to accommodate vis-
iting relatives and friends of ca-
dets. »

7/
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Four-year-old Gary Nathaniel Moody pins “¥he wings on ‘his
daddy, Lt. William N. Moody, a member of the class of cadets
graduated from Freeman Army Air Field Thursday. The Moodys
are irom Caldwell, Galif., and Mrs. Moody and Ga;'y Nathaniel
came here to attend the graduation.—(Mtmy Air Forces Photo).
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Crowd at Freeman Airfield Dedication

Official Air
SEYMOUR, Ind., April 30 (Spl.)—A cross-section of the huge crowd which attended the official
dedication Thursday of Freeman army airfield, advanced twin engine flying school, is shown here.
Typical were the family reunions held after the exercises, many fathers and mothers, young wives and
husbsnds being united after many months’ separation.




april 30

Robert A. Tyler, director of fly-
ing at Freeman Army Air Field,
took to the air a captain when he

cation-graduation Thursday, but

{ he came down a major.

Notice of his promotion await-
ed his arrival back at his office
“on the line.”

Major Tyler. a native of Fresno,
| Calif., formerly lived at 156 Vine
dtreet, Delrey, Calif. He attended
Selma high school, Selma, Calif.,
and Fresno State college at Fres-
no, and prior to entering the serv-
ice Dec. 26, 1939 at March Field,
Calif.,, he was an aircraftsman at
Lockhead  Aircraft, Burbank,
Calif.’

He has served as an instructor
at Kelly Field, Texas; Maxwell
Field, Ala., Turner Field, Ga., and

Daily Tribune
SRR

Air Field Officer Goes UpasA
Captain, but Comes Down A Major

[led the aerial review at the dedi-

der and school squadron comman-
der.

Mrs. Tyler, the former Lila
Martin, and their young son, Rob-
ert Gary, are living at 520 East
Seventh street with Major Tyler.

Other recent promotions include

at Moody Field, Ga., he was group dren, Jill and Lewis, Jr., are liv-
operations officer, group comman- ling in Seymour.

that of Lieut. Lewis R. Liddle, son
of Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Liddle, 553
Forest street, Wyandotte, Mich.
iLieutenant Liddle was promoted
!from second to first lieutenant.
i He is cadet physical education in
structor. Lieutenant Liddle is &
graduate of Roosevelt high school
Wyandotte, and later received
B. S. degree from Wayne univer
|sity. Detroit. Prior to entering th
service Feb. 14, 1942 he was
member of the Auburn Heights
Mich., high school faculty, where|
he was a coach.

Mrs. Liddle and their two chil-
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~ =SS Pa=oar
Mrs. Rundquist Honored

At Birthday Party

Wives of the officers st.moned
at Freeman Army Air Field en-
tertained informally Wednesday
afternoon in the Officers’ Club
at the Post as a birthday anniver-
sary compliment to Mrs. E. T.
Rundquist, wife of Colonel Rund-
quist, commanding officer at the

Flclt:{‘
MrS” Rundquist’s birthday an-
niversary was Thursday.

Mrs. Beckam Garrett and Mrs.
Thomas Peterson, of this city,
were guests. 2
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Throngs of Visitors Attend
Freeman F zeld Dedication

Special to The Courjer-Journal,

Sevmour, Ind., April 29.—Thousands of people visited
Freeman Army Air Field today for the graduation of the
dirst class of aviation cadets, coupled with formal dedication
of the field. Open house hours were from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m,,
with the graduation-dedication ceremony at 10 o'clock.

Downtown business establish-
wicnts here were closed until 1
pm. to permit employes to attend
the ceremony.

The Freeman Field guard
gquadron was augmented by
State and City police and mem-
bers of the Seymour Civilian De-
fense auxiliary fire, police, air
raid warden and drivers’ corps
services in helping to handle traf-
fic, patrol the field and streets
- and highways leading to it, and

provide information service at
bus and railroad stations in the
downtown section.

Hoesier Flier Given Praise.

Brig. Gen. Bob E. Nowland,
commanding genecral of the 28th
Army Air Forces Flying Train-
ing Wing, delivered the dedica-
tion address, and Col. E. T. Rund-
quist, commanding officer of

Freeman Field, gave ‘the gradua-
tion address.

Ab Freeman, father of the late
Capt. Richard Freeman, Wina-
mac, Ind., for whom the field was
named, was present together with
several members of his family.

General Nowland's dedication
address was a tribute to Captain
Freeman., The general said he
had known Captain Freeman as
a flier at March Field, California,
where he arrived for a tour of
duty late in 1939.

“He was an inspiration to the
whole command,” General Now-
land said of Captain Freeman,
whom he described as a true pio-
neer of the air. Courage, pioneer-
ing spirit, love for his fellow
men, and a fighting spirit, were
cited as four outstanding features
of the late officer's character.

General Nowland, after sketch-

ing a history of Captain Free-'
man’s life up to his death in his
“flying laoratory” plane in 1941,
charged his hearers to “work and
pray” that qualities such as those |
of Captain Freeman *“will gunde‘
us to an early crushing defeat '
of the Axis powers and restore’
peace to the world.”

“Kill Or Be Killed.”

Colonel Rundquist, in speak-
ing to the class of graduating
cadets, ‘described the day as “a
climax to our planning and to our
work,” but at the same time “just
the beginning.” Reminding the
fliers that their training “has
been tough,” he went on to point
out that it will stand them in good
stead when they reach combat.

“You will have the finest train-:
ing and equipment in the world,”
the commanding officer declared,
in pointing out that the men will
be going out for combat and must
te ready, “for it is Kkill or be
killed.”

Addressing his remarks to par-
ents of the fliers, the colonel de-
clared that the men will have,
in addition to their fine training
and equipment *“the ingenuity of.
a free-thinking people, and you
can see that there will be no
doubt as to the outcome.”
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Walter Camp IIT

Receives ngs

A member of a fumous sports
amily, Walter Camp III, receivea
is silver wings and . was comi-
issioned a second licutenant i1
he Army Air Forces:,at Free
man Army Air Field Thursday
Lt. Camp celebrated the acqui-
ition of his bars and wings witt.
is wife, the former Charlotte
urphy of New York City, anc
heir twin sons, Walter IV anc
William Graham Sumner, whe
will be eight months old May &
Mrs. Camp and sons have been
living in Seymour while Camjp
was taking his advanced train:
ing. Camp’s parents, Mr. anc
Mrs. Walter C. Camp II are dead

All three Walter Camps, I, It
[II, attended Yale University ai
INew Haven, Conn., and all werq
‘prominent in athletics. The fam«
of the original Walter Camp s
universal and a position on hi;
All-American Football team
still the most coveted of athlet
honors. Construction is undd
way at the Richmond Shipyars
in Virginia of several Liber
ships to bear the names of
time sport's immortals... Wal{
Camp will share in that hot
along with Knute Rochne, Geo;
sipp and James J. Gorbett.
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Father Hears Deeds of Ca_pt. F&man

Eulogized at Dedication of Army Airfield

Seymour, Ind., April 29.—(Npe-
cial)—Thousands visited Freeman
army airfield today for the gradu-
ation of the first c¢lass of avia-
tion cadets and to inspect the new
flying school formally dedicated
today.

From Winamac came Ab Free-
man, father of the late Capt. Rich-
ard S. Freeman, for whom the
tield was named and he heard his
son’s deeds eulogized by Brig. Gen.
Bob E. Nowland, commanding gen-
eral of the 38th Army Air Forces
flving training wing.

Gen. Nowland revealed he had
known Capt. Freeman as a flier at
March field, California, where he
arrived for a tour of duty late in
1939. “He was an inspiration to
the whole command,” declared
Gen. Nowland.

“True Pioneers.”
Capt. Freeman was described as

AB FREEMAN.

& true pioneer of the air. Courage,||ow men,
ploneering spirit, love for his fel-|were cited

and a fighting spiritizee that there will be no doubt as
as four outstanding fea-!to the outcome.”

tures o,

acter.
Gen, Nowland after sketching al

history of Capt. |

the late officer's char-l

Freeman's life up
to the time his “Flying Labora-
tory” crashed in 1941, charged his
hearers to ‘“work and pray that
qualities such as those of Capt.
Freeman will guide us to an early,
crushing defeat of the axis powers
and restore peace to the world.”

“Climax to Planning.”

Col. E. T. Rundquist, comman-
dant, in speaking to the graduat-
ing cadets, described the day as “a
climax to our planning and to our
work, but at the same time just
the - beginning.” Reminding * the
fliers that their training “has been
tough,” he went on to point out

that it- will stand them in good
stead when they reach combat.
Addressing his remarks to the
parents of the fliers, the speaker
declared that the men' will have,
“in addition to their fine training
and equipment, the ingenuity of a
free-thinking people, and you can
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“SHOT” BY A BEAUTIFUL NURSE—Such is the luck of Cpl. Dana

B]ngett in the hospital at Freeman Army Air Field, Seymour, Ind.
I,ft,' Helen E. Taylor, who handles the needle, tried out for the part
of ‘Scarlett O’'Hara in “Gone With the Wind.”

e 8 W
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The family of Col. and Mrs. E. T.
Rundquist shown in their quarters

Bt Freeman army air field, Sey-

The life of the average army
family jis just one move after an-
other. That has been the experi-
ence of Col. and Mrs. E. T. Rund-
quist of Freeman army airfleld at
Seymour. Col. Rundquist is the
commanding officer of the fleld,
which is a twin-engine advanced
|ﬂying school.

Freeman fleld, which is used to
train pilots, was the scene of dual
ceremonies 'Thursday when the
|field was dedicated officially and
ithe first class of aviation cadets to
|train at the field was graduated.
| Army life is not a new story to
|Mrs. Rundquist, for she was born
|the daughter of a colonel on the
now-abandoned Indian post of Fort
Wingate, New Mexico.

Is Widely Traveled.

Mrs. Rundquist, ag well ag the
other members of her own family,
|has traveled widely. She has lived
in the Philippines, Honolulu, Aus-
tralia and Panama, and, with Col.
Rundquist, sailed from Panama on
Lthat fateful Dec. 7, bound for the

a2

mour, where the colonel is com-
ninding officer, Standing are (left
to right), Mrs. E. T. Rundquist,
Col. E. T. Rundquist and Howard

United States; their ship following
a zigzag course because of the
possibility of prowling axis sub-
marines.

Col. and Mrs. Rundquist met at
a party in San Antonio, Tex,, at the
time the colonel was stationed at
Kelly fleld, and later were mar-
ried there. Their . children, How-
ard, 17 years old; Peter, 13, and
Mary Ellen, 4 months old, and Mrs.
Emily Rundquist, the colonel's
mother, comprise the first family
of Freeman field.

Works Miracle With Home,
Mrs. Rundquist has worked mir-

acles with their home at the field;
her experience as a stylist in Syd-
ney, Australia stands her in good
stead. Already their spacious ivory
frame house has that enviable
“lived in” appearance. The com-
bination living-dining room is
painted a soft sage green, a strik-
ing contrast to thick pile Chinese
rugs in burgundy shade. Hardy
ivy plants trail over the while brick
fireplace, and the draperies pick

FREEMAN FIELD’S FIRST LADY
TAKES ARMY LIFE IN STRIDE

Rundquist.  Sitting, Peter Rund-
quist, Mrs. Emily Rundquist and
baby Mary Ellen Rundquist. (Of-
ficial Air Force Pheto.)

up the sage green of the walls and
the warm red of the rugs.

Incidentally, if those draperies
could talk, they’'d have some
mighty exciting itales to tell, for
they were purchased in Panama a
year ago by Mrs. Rundquist's
brother, Lleut. Hugh H. Lewis,
commander of & submarine, Lieut.
Lewis stowed them away in his
locker aboard ship, where they re-
mained through seven or eight ma-
jor sea battles before he reached
a port from where he could mail
them to his sister,

Col. Rundauist’s flying career
has run a close parallel to the de-
velopment of army aviation. In
1924 and 1925 he was a student,
tirst at Brooks field and then at
Kelly field. He later served at
fields including France field, Pan-
ama; Fort Riley, Kansas, and
Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland.

A native of Harvey, Ill., the
colonel was all-Western tackle and
captain of Illinois football team in
1917 and the same year won all-
American honors.
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ARMY WARS ON WASTE—War on waste is a watchword with the
pots and pans division at Freeman army air field at Seymour, Ind. Pri«
vate First Class Vincent R. Caputo (left) and Corporal Francis F. Farina
are shown scraping the last vestiges of meat from two front quarters of
beef. (United States Army Photo.)
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'MUGGING' PART OF CADET'S LIFE .

Qiilcial Air Force Photo.
Photo Is Used On ldentification Passes.

Seymour. Ind.. March 12.—The processing of new ¢ here being photographed. He was one of the first

cadets at the Advanced Flying School here includes | cadets in the initial class to go through the base

“getting mugged” for identification purposes. Ca- ! photo processing station. The photographer is Pfc.

det Joseph F. Meder, Northampton, Mass., s shown | James Orlando, Buffalo, N. Y.



Traeining

Colonel Rundquist
Knows Most Minute
" Details Of His Job

This iz the twenty-fifth in a
series of weekly illustrated ar-
ticles on the commanding officers
of the various posts and training
detachments throughout the
Southeast Training Center.

SEYMOUR, Ind. — A veteran
Army man, Col. E. T. Rundquist,
who has had many varied and col-
orful experiences in his career, s
the commanding officer of Free-
man Army Air Field which was the
scene of graduation and dedication
ceremonies April 29.

The field was named in honor ol
Capt. Richard S. Freeman, who was
killed in a crach in Nevada early in
the war. Brig. Gen. Bob E. Now-
land, commanding general of the
28th Wing, with headquarters at
Vincennes, Ind., gave the dedication
speech.

Colonél Rundquist made the
graduation speech to the first cluss
of aviation cadets to train here.

The Colonel’s Army career has
been packed with years of stucy,
training and command, which qual-
ify him to guide the destinies cf

Freeman’

A Colorful Life In Service

News--------- Montgomery, Ala.
May 15, 1943

s Chief Has Had

COL. E. T. RUNDQUIST



this field. Because of his untiring, His flying career closely paral-
energy and interest, he is familiar |lels the development of Army
with the most minute details of his | aviation. In 1924 and 1925 he was
coinmand. | & student first at Brooks Field and
. i 7 |then at Kelly Field, Texas. After
Colonel Rundquist is keealy | oompleting his pilot training, he
aware of the welfare of the per- | was rated an airplane pilot and be-
sonnel of his command. Choice en-| .0 ooocovane operations I
tertginment is provided for t.he,md Air Corps supply officer a
leisure howrs of the men, feaburinglhngley Field where he-remal
USO shows, motion pictures,|ynti) 1927. His, next move~ws
dances and athletics. Under his|pz.k 1o Kelly Field as assistan
guidance and participation ‘a com- | 0.t engineering officer from 192
plete sports program has been i, 1931,
organized with an emphasis on in-

) ! Subsequent assignments and du
ter-group and inter-squadron °°m‘]|ties were France Field, Panama
petition. _ |tactical officer, 1931 to 1934

He began his Army service as an | Marshall Field, Texas, commandin
aviation ‘cadet in the first World | officer of 61st School' Squadron,
War. He took his ground school|1938 to 1939; France Ficld, opera-
training at the University of Illi- | tions officer, 1939 to 1941; Howard
nois, his alma mater, in May, 1918, | Field, Panama, operations officed
and received his first flight train- and administrative inspector, Aug.'.
ing the same year at Carruthers|yst to December, 1941; Edgewood

Field, Texas. On completion of | Arsenal, Maryland, commanding
flying training he was rated a Re-|

serve Military Aviator. In 1919

he became a member of the Air
Service Reserve and was rated
Junior Airplane Pilot. He remained
on reserve status until 1924, when
he joined the Regular Army as a
second lieutenant.

officer of the Army Air Forees
Detachment, December, /1941 vo
October, 1942. During these periods
he advanced through Senior Pilot
to Command Pilot and Combat Qb-
server. . Q

Colone@ Rundquist was assignd
to Fretman Army Air Field eardy
in October, 194% when it wad in
the formative s&tage of develop-
ment. Before the field was activat.
d he was the project officer. He
became commanding officer Dec. 1,
942, when the field was activaten.
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Aviation Cadet
Is Killed in
Plane Crash

Co-Pilot Escapes
With Minor Injur-
ies in Mishap at
Freeman Field

An aviation student was fatall¥
injured this morning 'at Freeman
_Army Air Field when a trainin
plane in which he was the pilo
crashed. The co-pilot of the plan
escaped with minor injuries.

Name of the student killed wil
not be released until the next o
kin has been notified.

Board o Investigate.

Cause of the accident has no
been determin2d, but a qualifie
board of investigators has beer
appointed to investigate the acci
dent,

It was the first major acciden
and the only fatality to occur a
Freeman Field.

Flight training was started at
“the field early in March and thou-
sands of hours of flying time have
been recorded by the aviation ca-

L dets and the instructors.:
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VIGILANT GUARD AGAINST WASTE
| r

Official Air Force Photo.

Frceman Airfield Mcn Sort Paper Bags.

The Times Special Service.

Seymour, Ind., May 18.—“Salvage will help win. papcr bags for the paner baler. When a sufficient
the war” is the theme at Freeman Army Air Fleld. | amount is collected, the paper is shipped out to
where salvage crews are always on guard to save  paper mills where it is rswrocessed. The bags had
materials. The men shown here are preparing contalncd fm:cr used on the Victory Garden.



Se?rgou; Qreets
Waac Vanguard

Enlistees to Follow

Officers to Freeman.

'The Times Special Service.

Seymour, Ind., May 18.—-Two
Waac third officers, Martha T.
Riley and Elizabeth R. Houpt,
have reported to Freeman Army
Air Field and enlisted Waac per-
isonnel is éxpected soon.

Arrival of the officers was co-
incidental with the first anni-
versary of the W.A.AC, cele-
brated Sunday.

Third Officer Riley will com-
mand the detachment. She is
from Lexington, Ky., a graduate
of the University ‘of Kentucky

prior to entering the service
% school - teacher at Ver-
sa . K™

She entered the, scrvice at Cin-
cinnati on September 3, 1942, and
ag¢tendecd officers' candidate
school at Fort Des Moines, Iowa.
Third Officer Houpt's home is
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o Col. M. E. Jennings (right) who is visiting his parents, Mr. and
Mrs. L. E. Jennings, North Walnut street, Thursday afternoon
made his first visit to Freeman Field where he met Col. E. T.
Rundquist, commanding officer. This is Col. Jeanings’ first visit to
Seymour since 1940. ;

Col. Jennings is director of the War Department Civilian Pro-
tection School at Occidental College, Los Angeles. He was on
duty at Hickam Field, near Pearl Harbor, at the time of the Jap.
anese attack.

He was called to Washington for a conference and is on hy

way back to Los Angeles. (Army Air Forces Photo).
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Rulidquist Fourth
In State Meet

Howard Rundquist, son of Col«<
ionel and Mrs. E. T. Rundquist of
Freeman Army Air Field, placed
fourth in the state track meet
held at Indianapolis Saturday and
won the only points garnered. by
the Shields high school team.

Running in what is considered
tfo be the most select high school
track company in the entire coun-
try, Rundquist displayed plenty of
ability and fight to push the win-
ners. In the finish drive, just a
shade separated the first, second,
third and fourth place performers.

This is the first year Rundquist
has competed in a state meet.



Seymour Air

SEYMOUR, Ind, May 22 (Spl)—Hastening . the day of victory, Lieutenant (olonel Ora M. Bald-
inger, engincering liaison officer at Freeman army air field here, is shown adding to his fast-growing
collection of War bonds. Licutenant Jack Elkan, War bond officer, is making the prese.ntatfon. Both
officers and enlisted men at Freeman field are doing thelr stint to heip the American Legion of Jack-

son county go over the top in its May ‘War bond drive.

4 . e N | ot
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WAACS REACH FREEMA

Official Army Ajr Forces Photo.

Post Adjutant Greets New Arrigpls.

The Times Special Service. i

Seymour, Ind., May 24.—A warm welcome is extended the first con-

tingent of Waacs to arrive at Freeman Army Air Field. Shown

being greeted by Capt. Rudolph Brannan, post adjutant, are Lieut.

Martha T. Riley, left, commanding officer of the detachment, and |

Lieut. Elizabeth R. Houpt, mess and supply officer. Lieutenant

Riley’'s home is in Lexington, Ky., and Lieutenant Houpt is from |
Ben Avon, Penn. l
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; I
—(Army Air Force Photo.
It’s mail call for the Waacs at Freeman Field. Here's one of
the first group photos of the newiy-arrived Waacs. It appears
thai they're about as anxious as soldiers to get letters from home.
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Pilot Class at
Freeman Field

Is Crzui_lm_ted

Ceremony Is Held
In Post Theater—
Address Is Given
By Rep. Wilson

Freeman Army Air Field grad
uated Class 43-E its seconi
class of advanced twin engin
pilots, in a ceremony held in th
post theater at 10 o'clock thy
morning. i

Rep. Earl Wilson, Ninth Indi
ana District Congressman, deliv=
cred the graduation address, afteg
being presented by Col. E. T
Rundquist, commanding officer o
the field.

The 405th Army Air Forces
Band opened the program by
playing the national anthem, aft+
er which Chaplain Phillips B,
Henderson gave the invocation.

Wings: Are Presented.

Following Congressman Wil-
on's; address the fliers received
their wings from Major William
B. Poe, director of training, and
Major Albert E. Hughes, com-
mandant of cadets, administered
the oath of office. Dr. A, A.
Cohn, pastor of the First Baptist
Church, gave the benediction, aft-
er which the band played “The
Army Air Corps.”

In addressing the members ot
the graduating class Congressman
Wilson told them:

“You are not rcally just pilots
oftwin engine planes, you know
you are the “pitchers” in the
greatest baseball game of all
times.

“You are the . key men, you fly-
ing men, and you are playing to
the greatest gallery the world has
ever seen. The cheering section
for your side ineludes every man,
woman and child who dares to
lift his voice in the cause of lib-
ertv, freedom and justice. Confi-
dentially, there are a lot of root-
ers in the stands on the other
side who are praying our team
will win, too,




“It is an old and established
truth, in fact the statement is a
old as baseball itself, that “as t
pitching goes, so goes the game.”
As I sald before, the ball is inl
your hands, you are ascending
'the pitcher's mound, ready to lot
go with all you have. The eyes
of every spectator and every oth-
er player will bte focused on you.
You, the men who have learned
to “set her down” on a table-
cloth, are the fellows who will
“call signals.” You will control
the scoring of the other side,
and most important of all, you
are the boys who will “strike 'em;
out!”

“I know you are going to
spread your wings eagerly. L
know that you will take to the
skies, confident that you are the
best-equipped, best-trained, best
informed fliers in all the world
The courses you have just com-
pleted have equipped you in every
way to “dish it out,” and since you
are American boys, of American
stock, remember, you are born
and bred of people who have al-
ways been able to ‘‘take it.”

“Your task as the nerve center
of our Air Force, is not going to
be an easy one, but if you had
been frightened by hard assign-
ments, you woudn't be here today
to graduate, therefore, I don't
‘think that the difficulty of the job
will worry you any.

“You do have one serious ob-
ligation upon your shoulders and
that is to be worthy of the flying
men who have blazed trailwayec
in the air before you. They have
covered themselves with honor
and glory by their magnificent
deeds of valor, se, their's is a
record for you to aim at. They
have, at the same time, created a
respect for their abilities which
is shared alike by the Allies and
enemies of the United States.

“To summarize the deeds of
your predecessors, we may say
‘that the fliers before you have
proven to the world that Amer- |
ican airmen can fly the paint oﬂ'-'
the fins of the best ships in the
world and they can whip the
pants off anything or anybody
'whom the enemy cares to put in
}the same sky with them.

“You are backed and supported
by the best backers in the world.
First of all, there is your own

Mom and Pop and your kid sister
and your freckled faced brother
who ranks you right along with
Jimmy Doolittle or Eddie Ricken-
backer. There is your girl, who
wears your wings and maybe has.l
learped to put rivets in thosz!
planes you have learned to fly.!
That’s a winning combination (or?
individually righti
o nadiiysraien




[thusiasm stops in this courtry. In |

fact, that's only the beginnin’,
fellows, only the beginnin’.
“You've really got a cheering
section on your side, there’s the
butcher, the baker, th2 candls-
stickmaker; the farmer, the book-
keeper, the clerk and the drug-
gist; the housewife, the school
teacher, the editor and hairdres-
ser: the artist, the singer, the
bartend2r and salesman; the lum-
berjack, the policeman, - the
preacher and barber. Misters,
you have planty of folks who be-
lieve in you and whose chests
will be swelling with pride when
you are “givin’ 'em hell” all ovor
the world. Those folks know
that in your sensitive hands and
cltaver minds you hold the key to
our kind of civilization and they’'d
do anything to provide you with
the planes, guns and other equip-
ment you may need to whip the
yellow devils who started this
fight.
! “You men, as pilots of our
'ships of air and space have
brought Europe and America as
close as Indiana and Illinois. The
space between continents all over
the world is shrinking through
your activities,
“Like busy little spiders you
are leaving a web behind 2very
flight you make and when enough
of these aerial cablas are woven,
we will find that the land of the
Earth bhas been tied forever to-
gether and that the water of the
Earth has been spanned with in-
cdestructible bridges of fellowship.
friendship, and a great spirit of
community feeling,
“This is the beautiful picture
which we hope to see come truz
after the war and after certain
criminal tendencies of cartain un-
| cooperative nations have been
controlled. But immediately, you'
must answer the cry of “help”
which is rising from the throats
of thousands of your countrymenl
who search the skies for signs of .
i deliverance. You are the angels
Lof release for whom they are
waiting. Before wt can build
‘aerial. commerce for the enrich-
,ment of man’s life, we must deal
!death to those who refuse to be-
‘lieve in freedom as the right of
ithe common man. Bafore we can |
i fly for the joy of flying, we must
, answer a call to duty, dirty duty,
it's true, but the boys left on
Bataan; our captured brothers of
«Corgregidor and the men who tried.
to hold Java will rise up, both

1 the dead and fhe living, and
.you “blessed.”
L *“There's no “oubt but thatthe

tage is set, the dawrzball diamond
x“‘%“

s white and precise am'}(



Daily 1Ir
May 31, 1943

-

Presentation of the Colors took place immediately betore the Memorial Day parade started to-
wards Riverview Cemetery Sunday afternoon. Capt. Rudolph Brannan, adjutant at Freeman Field,
({oreground) was parade commander. Members of the Color Guard (l&ft to right) Forrest Herrmanu,
Harry Kreite, Elgin McConnell and a soldier from Freeman Field.



Daily Tribune
tha



- The Louisville Times lay 31, 1943 7 -

CHARTING AIR COURSE TO TOK|

Official Atr Force Photo.

Busy Scene In Chart Room At Freeman.
The Times Special Service.
‘Seymour, Ind., May 31.—Here is one of the reasons¢ navigation course which is a part of their pilot
American airmen are the best trained in the world. training at Freeman Army Air Field, a twin-engine
These young men, future pilots who will help bomb  advanced flving school. Lieut. Byrl King (center)
the Axis powers into submission, are students in a ! is teaching the men how to plot a course on a map.
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Newsman Tells

Of Doolittle -
Raid On Tokio

Robert Bellaire, U. P.
Correspondent,
Thrills Audience at
Freeman Field

The score which the United
States has to settle with Japan is
not only with a small handful o
militarists, but with the Japanes
people, asserted Robert Bellaire
United Press correspondent, in an
address at Freeman Field today.
He was living in Tokio when war
was declared and immediately
was placed under guard and hus-
tled to a concentration camp. He
was held prisoner for six and one-
half months.

Bellaire was introduced to the
officers, cadets and men at the
field by Col. E. T. Rundquist.

Within an hour® after war was
declared, Bellaire said, all Ameri-
cans then in Japan were placed
under arrest. He was told that as
a correspordent his privileges un-
der international law would be re-
spected, but that he would be un-
der constant guard. The mere
statement, he asserted, was as far
as any respect of international
Jaw went. Policemen were thrown
around his home and the first
night ‘one police officer slept
across the foot of his bed while
two others slept on the floor on
cither side of him. The next day
under guard of sixteen policemen
he was taken to a concentration
camp where prisoners were
¢rouped according to nationality.
Thirteen Americans were placed
in a small room where living con-

 ditions were congested. Food was
' meager, consisting of a little fruit,
 fat whale meat, alfalfa, a little
“ rice 'and" barley“soup and ocea;l
' sionally meat balls, which prison-
ers suspected were made of cat)
and dog meat which were served!
in the principal hotels in Tokio.

The Japanese are masters of
mental torture Bellaire said. They
‘endeavor to strip their prisoners
of self respect and confidence and
then give them bits of poison

propaganda in an effort to break
their will.




The American prisoners weréel

~ment they received. When he re-

| their morale would again be lift-

told at different times that Cali
fornia had surrendered, that De=
troit had been leveled, that th
President had been assassinat
and the United States government
taken over by forces friendly to
Japan. Americans, Bellaire said,
seem {o hold up better than other'
nationalities, due to their sense off
humor. Many times, he said, af-
ter hours of cruel torture some
member of the group would come
forward with a ‘wise crack’ and

ed. One Japanese guard remarked
that he could not understand the
Americans for the worse they
were treated the more they
laughed.

Bellaire described the water
cure,-and told how prisoners were
beaten with rubber hose until
their bodies were swollen with
welts and cuts. He said the Jap-
anese insisted that American war
correspondents send out dispatch-
es telling of the splendid treat-

fused to comply with their de-
mands they gave him what he de-
scribed as the wall bouncing pun-
ishment. Two or more men threw
him against a wall in a small
room with such force that his
body would rebound to the oppo-
site wall before settling to the
floor. After one of these treat-
ments he said he wrote a story
which he thought would be so
fantastic that the public would
understand the circumstances. un-
der which it was written. It
seemed (o please the censor, how-
ever, particularly his statement
that the Japanese had extend
friendly hands to all nations of
the world.

Bellaire described the motion
pictures of the surrender of Sing-
apore which were released for
propaganda purposes. In these
scenes everything possible -was
done to humiliate the enemies of
Japan.

He gave a vxv1d description of
the bombing of Tokio, declaring
it followed a practice attack of
the city. He said the thirteen
American prisoners looked up and
saw the planes coming low over
the city and recognized them as

(Continued on varge 8 column 4)



Eerlm RES. ATl were silent
|for three or four minutes as each
thought he had lost his mind. The
raid lasted ten minutes and none
of the American bombers was
shot down in Tokio. Several Jap-
anese planes attempted to down
one American bomber and Bel-
laire said that the civilians who
were killed lost their lives be-
cause of the machine gun fire of
the Japanese planes.

Bellaire expressed confidence
that Japan will be leveled and
that the Doolittle raid was only a
sample of the heavier and more
destructive attacks to follow.




Louisville Times
June 4, 1943

Offictal Air Force Photo.

Col. E. T. Rundquist With Representative Earl Wilson.

The Times Special Service.
Seymour, Ind.. June 4.—Principals in the recent :raduation exercises
at Freeman Army Air Field. advanced twin-engine flying school
were Col. E. T. Rundquist, commanding officer, and Representativ
Earl Wilson, Ninth Indiana District Congressman, commencemen
speaker, who reminded his audience that their task as the herv

center of America’s Air Force is not going to bhe an easy ane.




June 6, 1543

The Indianapolis Star

GETS OFFICER BROTHER'S
DOLLAR—The first enlisted man
to “highball” his newly com-
missioned officer brother was the
honor of Private John A. Manter
(right). He is also recelving a dol-
lar bill from Second Lieutenant
Harold Manter, who recently re-

\

:
ceived his commission and silver
wings after being graduated from
advanced pilot training at Free-
man army airfield at Seyvmour. It
is customary for all newly com-
missioned officers to give Sy o
the first enlisted man who salutes
them.



The Indianapolis Star
June 8, 1943
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“WE LOOKED UP AND COULD HARDLY BELIEVE WHAT WE SAW, for the planes were
those of the Doolittle raiders coming into Toklo.” Robert Bellaire (right), {oreign correspondent, who
was imprisoned in Tokio at the time of the raid, told a group of aviation cadets and Col. E. T. Rund-

quist, commanding' officer of Freeman army airfleld at Seymour. The cadets (not identified by field™
officials) are in the advanced phase of their pilot trainigg and soon will join the legion of American

fliers who are making it “hot” for the axis powers. Mr. Bellaire, who spoke recently to a large

group of military personnel at Freeman field, was a prisoner of the Japs for over six months. He

said the score the United States has to settle with Japan is not with just a small group of mili-

tarists but with the entire population, for they are convinced the white race is on the downgrade.

(Official Army Air Force Photo.)




INDIAN NEWS Jure

—Offlicial Alr Force* Photo.
SEYMOUR, Ind., June 9 (Spl.)—The Victory farm at Freeman army air field is producing top-

quality vegetables for consumption by the personnel of the field this summer. Here Major Ralph E.
Hollister, supervisor of messes, ix inspecting a bumper crop of radishes freshly picked by Pfe. Cartis S.
Siripling, left, and Private Oliver W. Heath,




Courier Journal
June 14, 1943

_UNDER" l FLAG' BROUGHT TO LIFE

‘W"gr’“ . 1 j

Official Air Force Photo.

4 Nations Represented In Group At Freeman Field.

The Times Special Service.

Seymour, Ind., June 14.—“Wc're all fichting under
one flag now.” say Freeman Army Field soldiers
born in four different countries of the United Na-
tlolls. They are, from left, Staff Sergt. Jose A. F,sca-

* milla, Coahila, Mexico; Sergt. Simuel Sall, Kiev,
Russia; Auxiliary Ist Class Irene M. Wood. a Waac,
Nova Scotia Province, Canada: Sergt. Martin Port-
~ ner, Ru“ia. and Pvt, Aaron J. Liachoff, France.




The Louisville Times
June 15, 1943

WASTE BACK IN SERVICE

NP ———.

Official Air Force Photo.

Freeman Salvage Crews Busy. -
The Times Special Service. - s
Seymour, Ind., June 15.—Off to the paper mills a truckload of

waste and corrugated paper and crafthoard co¥ected by salvage
crews at Freeman Army Air Field from squadrons, warehouses,
property warehouses and the,-s es commissary. The paper is re-
processed and proceeds turne in 'tor the: Treasury Department’s
general fund. Lieut. Louis Albanese, at right, is inspecting the load.
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June 17, 1943

Aviation Cadet Gathers in Swarm

Of Honey Bees at Freeman Field -

When Aviation Cadet John
H. Doyle, of Buffalo, N. Y
saw a swarm of bees flying

toward him on the flight
line the other day, he was
only three ‘stings away f{rom
becoming the official bee
keeper at Freeman Army Air
Field.

For Cadet Doyla remem-
bered that someone had once
told him that bees could be
“inveigled” .to.light, so he set
to werk, suffering only three
bites in the attempt, and
lured them into a makeshift
hive of old box crates where
the bees are now contentedly
at work manufacturing honey.

The young cadet, shown
here in a picture made by a
photographer of the Base
Photo Section at Freeman

Field, has other flight inter-
ests too. His hobby is birds
and he used to train hawks
for falconry. After the war
he hopes to study either or-
nithology or engineering at
Cornell university.

A graduate of Kensington
high school in Buffalo, CRdet
Doyle enlisted in October,
1942. He has a brother, James
Doyle, 17, who is going into
the Navy submariy branch
in July.




THE INDIANAPOLIS NEWS, THURSDAY,; JUNE 24,

War:Bends: Displace Cigars at Airfield

—Army a:r force photo.

SEYMOUR. Ind., June 24 (Spl)—The climax of “sweating out a prometion” by soldiers at Free-
man army airfield used to be celebrated by handing out cigars. But now the men have adopted a
patriotic procedure and pass out War stamps. Shown here are two soldiers demonstrating the old
and the new. The soldier on the left with the War stamps is Sergeant Wilbur Shaheen, Louis-
ville. Sergeant Robert Schlosser, Brooklyn, N. Y. (center), has the cigars. Sergeant Forrest E. Duray,
Fayette, Ia. (sitting), accepts a War stamp which he will add to his book. Shaheen and Schlosser
were recently promoted from the rank of corporal.

19487
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Class 3-Fto »

Graduate Soon

Exercises at Free-
man Field Set for
Wednesday, June 30

Graduation of avialion cadet
class 43-F at Freeman Army Air
Field will be held Wednesday,
June 30, at 10 a. m. in the post
theater, according to an an-
nouncement made by Colonel E.
T. Rundquist, commanding officer
of the field. This will be the
third class of pilots to be gradu-
ated from the twin-engine school.

Major William B. Poe, director
of training, will give the address.
Invocation will be given by Chap-
lain Daniel A. McGuire, and bene-
diction will be by Chaplain Phil-
lips B. Henderson. Wings will
be presented to the graduates by
Major Pce and oath of office will
be administered by Major Albert
Hughes, commandant of cadets.
The program is subject to change.

Friends and relatives of the
graduates, many of whom have
already arrived in Seymour, have
been invited to the ceremonies.

Class 43-G, now the lower class
in training at the field, will be-
come the upper class after the
graduation of 43-F and a new
class of cadets will be assigned to
the field.




'More Insurance Sold
At Freeman Field

Nearly one million dollars
worth of additional National Serv-
ice Life Insurance was sold by a
single squadron in the drive at
Freeman Army Air Field., to have
every enlisted man and officers
subscribe to the maximum amount
of $10,000 worth -of insurance.

Pointing out the many advan-
tuges of this insurance, squadron
conunanders at the field pegseny

SEYMOUR DAILY TRIBUNE
June 26, 1943

y mter\ 1ewWe
either did not carry any msur-,
ance, or who carried less than the |
maximum. Emphasizing the low
cost, the benefits to the men
themselves, as well as their fami-
lies, and the temporary waiver
until August 10 of the physical
exam, the concerted campaign
will continue at Freeman, with in-
terviews, poster displays, and
daily and weekly spot announce-
ments in the field publications.
‘At present, nearly 84 per cent of
the men carry either National

E}crvice or United States Govern-
ent Life Insurance, ‘and the

Wikl continte o' ¢oMe
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Youths Wlll be

Freeman Guests

17- Year-Olds In-
vited to ““Open House”
At Field on July 4

“There is a real treat in store
for seventeen-year-old young men
of Seymour and vicinity Sunday,
July 4, according to an announce-

ent just made by Colonel E. T.
Rundquist, commanding officer of
Freeman Army Air Field, for on
that day an ‘“open house” and
conducted tour of Freeman Field

ill be held just for them.

At the “open house” which will
‘be held from 9 a. m. to 12 noon,
the young men will be taken on a
conducted tour of the post where
they will be able to inspect the
twin-engine ships used in the ad-
vanced flying training program.
They will have the opportunity to
meet and talk to Colonel Rund-
quist and other flying officers of
the command who have colorful
aerial backgrounds. They will talk
with the aviation cadets who are
in training at the field, learning
to pilot the sleek twin-enginc
ships, and they will be treated to
a special aerial review, planned
just for them. B 3

In addition to these features,
there will be a review and parade
by cadets and a mass calesthentics
program of cadets. Also on the
schedule will be a tour of the
many interesting areas on the
field including line production
maintenance hangars where ships
are completely serviced in a chain
of activities, a typical mess hall,
barracks, theater, gymnasium and




he “open house” and conduct-
ed tour will familiarize seventeen-
year-olds with the U. S. Army Air
Forces. Men who are now seven-‘
teen but who have not yet turned
eighteen are eligible to volunteer:
for enlistment in the Air Corps
Enlisted Reserve [or future train-
ing as aviation cadets. As a mem-
ber of the Air Corps Enlisted Re-
serve, one may remain on inac-
tive status until he is eighteen.
In the meantime he may continue
with his education or civilian oc-
cupation. When he becomes eigh-
teen he will be eligible to begin
pre-flight training. If he is a col-
lege or high:school student, call
to active duty may be postponed
until the end of the current se-
mester, provided it is completed
not later than six months after
the eighteenth birthday.

Enlistments in the Air Corps
' Enlisted Reserve may be made at
‘any Aviation Cadet Examining
'Board or United States Army Re-
cruiting Station. There is an Avi-
ation Cadet Examining Board at
Freeman Field.

Freeman Ficld is one of the
many schools of the vast training'
program now being conducted byf
the flying training command
which is participating in the “open
house” to familiarize youths with
the Army Air Forces. |

Parents who accompany their
sons to Freeman Field will be ad-

mitted to the area. 3
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teen but who have not yet turned
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serve, one may remain on inac-
tive status until he is eighteen.
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Schricker Names

Col. Rundquist

Col. E. T. Rundquist, command-
ing officer at Freeman Field, has
been invited by Henry F. Schrick-
er, governor of Indiana, to serve
on a general committee for nurses
recruitment week in the Central
Indiana area.

Governor Schricker has desig-
nated the week of June 27 to July
3 as recruitment week, which
will be climaxed by a nurses
meeting July 3 on the Ball estate
in Indianapolis. Colonel Rund-
quist, Capt. George E. Crum
chief of medical service at the
base hospital, and Lieut, Wini-
fred J. McKinny, chief nurse
have been invited to attend thc
July 3 program. Capt. Crum will
be one of the speakers. A tota!
of 500 more nurses from the Cen-
tral Indiana area is the goal set
to meet the yearly quota for the’
area. -
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Louisville Times
December 7, 1944

roud G.I. Father Donates Blood

The Times Special Service.
- Freeman Field, Ind., Dec. 7.—
Real life drama, the kind that's
stranger than fiction. was enacted
in Canton, Ohio. recently when a
private from Freeman Field, who
wishes to remain anonymous, was
ane of the principal actors.
Private X had gone home to
C?ton on an emergency pass to
ger a first glimpse of his nine-
pound son. It was 10:30 in the
morning, and he was feeling in an

offspring. The missus was doing
fine, too. The world was a pretty
good old plage, after all.

Seymouar Tribune
Novewber 30,1944

Ea‘gles Donate
o PAC Day Room|

1
."he Fraternal Order of Eaygles, |
vmour, has donated a number
articles to the recently opened
. PAC Group, day-room at
} . Field.

®he day-room, which is open
tiventy-four hours daily, is divid-
ed into two sections. One section
s,for recreational purposes, con-
¥ining ping pong and pool tables,
and the other is for writing and

relaxation. -~

LN

Seymour Tribune
November 3.,1944
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But, . leaving the hospital., he
noticed a soldier seated on the
steps, his head held in his hands.
Going over he patted him on the
shoulder and asked, “What's up.
soldier: are you sweating out the
same thing I just did”"

“No,” was the weak reply, “the
baby's all right—fine girl—but
my wife's pretty bad. She needs

“Gosh, that’s too bad.” said the
private. “What type blood is it”'™

“Type 4.”

. 5 LR N

‘That's what I have,” repHed
the Freeman man. “I'll be glad
to give a transfusion.”

That night the soldier rushed

up to Private X and grasped his
hands.  “Thanks, thanks a Jot:

! _ a blood transfusion. The hospital
expansive mood after seeing his doesn't have her type.
trying o find a donor, but if he
doesn’
it'l]l be too late.”

you've saved her life.
Embarrassed, the
They're Field private hurried away with-
out even stopping to learn the

‘Thanks'"
Freeman

how up soon, I'm afraid name of the soldier or the wo-

Seymour Iribune
December 1, lykb
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New Deputy for

Training Named

Lt. Col. Williams Re-
cently Assigned to
Field—Other Changes

Lt. Col Howard W. Williams
who was assigned to Freemar
Field recentlv with a group of offi-
cers from Stuttgart, Ark.,, Army
air ficld, has been detailed tol
duty as deputy for training and
operations.

Maj. Robert DuChaine who be-
came deputy {for training and
sperations when Lt. Col. William |

Poe left Freeman Field, has |
been assigned to his former job

| as post cperations officer. Captain

Robert Maggart who has been the
rationg officer becomes assist- |
t operations officer. N
Col. Williams received hix com-
mission on August 31, 1940, at
Breoks Field, Texas, and was sta-
tioned at Maxwell Field, Alabama.
one vear and one-half and at Tur-
ner Field, Georgia, for one yeur
before going to Stuttgart. Prior tof
entering the service, ht was u geo-
lagl student at the University of
Sqn*ﬂ: Cafdina where he obtained
5. B: S, degree. His home is i
Eplumb®, South Carolina.

man whose life he'd saved.

eymour Iri
December 1,

i?ui’{lic Invited
To Field Retreat

Freeman to be Open
To Visitors for Two

Hours on gg niversary

Residents of Seymour and vici-

Inity are cordially invited to at-
tend the formal retreat at Free-
yman Field Friday afternoon, a
part of the ceremonics to‘ observe
the field’s second anniversary,
Col. E. T. Rundguist, command-
ing officer, announced. ) i

The retreat will begin.at 4:15
o'clock and will be held on the
parade ground in the cpdet area.
Open post fer visitors will be from
3:30 to 5:30 o’clock and no passes
will be required.

In case of _ inclement weathery
the retreat may be cancelled. Vis-
itors planning to attend gre .ad-
vised to call the Public Rclauon‘s
affice, telephone 135, to learn if
the reireat is to be held. )

Dances and a USO show will Em
held at the fleld at night for mil-
itary and civilian pers?nncl of the

command. -




t0 CIly oilicials aiong that lne.
Secret Committee Named.

President Thompson said that a
secret committee to pass on pro-
posed advertising schemes in Sey-
mour has been named and warned
merchants not to purchase adver-
tising unless previougly approved
by the committee. e said that
ac_chairman of the committee t
study ‘the water and - fe protec-
tion in Seymour appointed Yy
Mayor C. W. Burkart at t. o
recommendation of the chambe.
ke plans to call a meeting cf com
mittee soon. He also announcec
that a meeting is to be held in
Seymour soon with regard to a
proposed Shoals dum flood-control
project. He said maps of the pro-
posed project show that dams
would be around Cortland and
Mecedora and that acres of land
in this county would be flooded.

“C Coupons” with which to
make the run of life was the sub- |
ject of Mr. Miller’s humorous talk.
interspersed with witty stories and
delivered in his own inimitable
way. The “C coupons” mentionea
by the Ohio newspaperman in-
clude “good. old-fashioned trad-
itional courage”, cooperation,
cheer and citizenship. ’

The spesker pointed out and
illustrated that no one person is
so essential people can’t get along
without him but that he can’t get
along without other people. “If we
Americans keep our feet on the
ground and our heads in the air,
other nations of the world will
be envying us 1,000 years from
now just like they are now,” he
shid.

Need Aims, Not Alms.

“Other nations need our aims,
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Crowd Attends
Dinner Meeting
Of C. of C.

Brief Business Ses-
sion Is Followed by
Humorxems Talk by
“Dusty” Miller

A total of 144 members of e
Chamber of Commerce of Say:
mour, one of the largest gro
ever to be present at a ding
meeting of organized businesgfnd
professional men and wom i
this city, attended a dinner of the
organization Wednesday night in
the dining room of the Firs§
Methodist Churth, which was ad-
dressed by “Dustv” Miller, na«
tionally known humorist from
Wilmington, Ohio.

During a brief business session
which preceded Mr. Miller’s
speech, a treasurer’s report given
by Don M. linger showed the
Chamber of C erce to be in
excellent financial condition,
Harold S. Hobson, vice-president
and chairman of the postwar plan-
ning survey steering committee,
was introduced by J. Ralph
Thompson, chamber president,
and briefly explained that results
of the smvey committee’s work
predict an optimistic future for
Seymour. "He pointed out that
Wednesday's announcement from
Washington regarding the pro-
posal of future use of Frceman
field as a major postwar airport
removes one of the largest unpre-
dictable factors in the postwar re-
port~s, Mr. Hobson pointed out
that improvement she'1ld be made
in some cf the civic iunctions of
Seymoinr and that recommend!
tions had been and will. be made
to city oflicials along that line.

8ecret Committee Named.

President Thompson said that a
secret committee to pass on pro-
posed advertising schemes in Sey-
mour has been named and warned
merchants not to purchase adver-
tising unless previougly approved
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Three Promoted
At-Field Here

According to an announcement
tlbade by Colonel E. T. Rund-
fquist, commanding officer of
Freeman Field, one flying officer,
B chaplain and a nurse have re-
eived promotions. They are
Capt. James W. Fuller to major,
First Lieutenant Russell M. Hall
to captain and Second Lieutenant
Mildred P. Ringel to first lieuten-
ani.

Major Fuller is the director of
flying at Freeman Field. His home
was in Memphis, Tenn., where he
\was graduated from Messick High
Bchool. Later he received an A.
B. degree from Union University
at Jackson, Tenn. Prior to en-
tering the service on September
3, 1941, he was pastor of the
First Baptist Church at Fulton and
Corbin, Ky. Major and Mrs. Ful-
ler and son, James, live ‘at 327
North Chestnut.

Chaplain Hall is a former resi-
dent of Wichita, Kan. Before
entering Chaplains’ School at
Cambridge, Mass.,, November 5,
1943, he was pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Russell, Kan.

Chaplain Hall received minister- |

ia! training at Oklahoma Baptist
University, Shawnee, Okla, and
Central Baptist ‘Seminary, Kansas
City, Kan. Chaplain and Mrs.
Hall and their two children,
Richard Maurice and Beverly
Anne, live at Ridgeview Apart-
mente. l

Lt. Ringel’'s home is Johnson
City, N. Y. She was graduated
from Mcrris High School, Morris,
Pa.. and was a general duty nurse
at Greenpoint Hospital, Brooklyn,
N. Y., before joining the Army
Nurses Corps cn October 30, 1943,

Seymour Tribune
December 9, 1G44
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Newsy Paragrafs

Chaplain and Mrs. S. E. Deckor
are.the parents of a daughter born
Thursday at the station hos-
pilal at Freeman Ficld. The baby.
has been~namod Sara Sue. Lt
Decker is serving with the armed
forces in France in the 12th
armored division headquarters.
Mrs. Declfg is the former Miss
Sara’ Hatlon, former Seymour
resident.;

| Woodrow Wilson

| Long Beach, Calif.,
| Long Beach Junior College. Prior
| to entering the service on August
|21, 1942, he was a mortgage ex-

¥
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Officer, Nurse
Are Transferred

Captain James H. Estes. and
Second Licutenant Maryellen K.
Mirasola have been transferred
recently from Freeman Field and
assigned to Buckingbham Army
Air Field, Fort Meyers, Fla., and
Nichols General Hospital, Louis-
ville. Ky.. rcspectively.

Capt. Estes was one of the first
men te agrivé at Freeman where
he was ~tatistical officer. At

| Duckingham AAF he will take =
| course in flexible gunnery.

Having been graduated from
High Scheol,
he attended

aminer for the Federal Housing
Administration at Washington
D. C. anq_ from- September 5 to

October 17 of that year he was in
Officer Training School at Miami
Beach, Fla. He was supply offi-
cer at Maxwell Field, Ala., before
coming to Freeman, in early De-
cember, 1942, .

Capt. Estes is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. J. H. Estes, Redlands,
Calif., and while in Seymour, he
and his wife, Vivian, resided in
the Voss Apartments at Fourth
and Chestnut stréets.

Lt. Mirasola, daughter of My,
and Mrs. H. A. Knight, Shady-
side, Ohio. was graduated from
Shadyside High School and com-
pleted 2 course at Elliott Com-
mercial College, Wheeling W. Va.
Before joining the Army Nurses'
Corps at Freeman Field, April 2,
1943, she was a general duty nurse
at Ohio Valley Hospital, Stuben-
ville, Ohio.

Replacing Capt. Estes as statis-
tical officer is Second Lieutenant
Elmer J. Stefany of Chicago, Il
Lt. Stefany was graduated from
J. S. Morton High School. Cicero,
111.. and employed by J. S. Bache
and Co., Chicago, before entering
the service May 12, 1943. He
and his wife, LaVerone, are liv-
ing at 314 Emerson Drive, Sey-
adour. ~
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- Anniversary
0 Be Celebrated A

At Freeman Field Friday, ), S A A : jauist,
g \ p . . . reen
December 1 — Program To ; v : ’ a la ch:
Start At 4:30 P. M. R e A ~. 3 i
Gy i ey -
FREEMAN FIELD, Ind. Nov. ; Rl ks NIRRT 3 et
29— Celebration of the second an- ' ' b Gl Bo,g2:
niversary of Freeman Field will be T
obzerved Friday, Dec 1, with the
civilian and military personnel of
the field participating in the
eremony.
Beginning at 4:30 p. m., a for-
al retreat will be held on the
parade grounds in the cadet area
to which civilian employees and
vigitors will be special guests.
Colonel E. T. Rundquist, com-
manding officer, will take the re-
treat and will speak briefly com-
mending both the civilian and mili-_
tary members of the command for
their work and “ cooperation 1n
Mmaking Freeman Field one of the
outstanding installations in the
AAF Training Command. ‘

In the evening festivities will
be held in the post gymnasium and
the Section F recreation hall.
A USO show, “Just for the Ride”,
will be presented in the post gym-
nasium beginning at 8 o'clock and
will be staged in the Section F
recreation hall at 9:30 o'clock and
will be followed by dancing. Re-
freshments will be served at both
places.

A giant birthday cake will be
made by Cpl. Morris Simon of Sec-
tion A. The cake he prepared for
e occasion last year was a mini-
ature relief map of the field.

A feature at the dance will be
the sale of War Bond. Booths
will be established and personnel
'wishing to buy bonds may get im-
mediate delivery.

Members of the program com-
ittee in charge of arrangements
for the celebration are Capt.
Julian Lytle, chairman, Capt. Wil-
liam H. MecLeod, Capt. Russell
‘Wenzel, Capt. William Hartman,

Of twelve officers and four enlisted men at Fre:man Field
on December 1, 1942, only four officers remained Friday to take
part in the second annivarsary of the local field. They are, pic-
tured left to right: Capt. William H. McLeod, adjutant; Col. E.
T. Rundquist, commanding officer; Capt. Russell A. Wenz2l, Sec-
tion C adjutant, and Capt. William F. Hartman, public relations

oflicer.

Crowd at'Birthday Ball Climaxes
Freeman Field’s Second Anniversary fci.

Hundreds of military personnel | gram went off as scheduled withil Rich:
and civilian employes at Freeman |the exception’ of the formal rc<l Ann
Field crowded the post gymnasi- | treat Friday afternoon which wailimen:
um Friday night tb attend a birth- | cancelled because of the inclement Lt
day ball which climaxed the sec- | weather. Many local residents whollCity
ond anpiversary of Freeman Field, { had planned to attend called theél fron
activated on the morning of De-|field public relations office in tha@Pa.,
cember 1, 1942, afternoon to see if it would befllat
the | held. A number of visitors sur<@ N, °
veyed the post Friday afternoon @ Nur
s the grounds were open to the '
(:.ublic for two hours. no passe

enter
Camt
1943,
‘Bapti
Chap
ial O
Univi
Centi

Master of ceremonies for
ball, which followed presentation
of a USO camp show entertain-
ment, was Capt. Julian Lytle,
chairman of the committee ar-
Langing the observance.,—«.

Col. E. T. Rundquist, command-
ing officer, cut the first piece of St Louis Post

‘being necessary between 3:30 ant
5:30 o'clocka

Lt. Kenneth Knight and * T/Sgt. huge birthday cake, four and one- Jills bel ™
]"rha/[mj{ J. év{aﬁttgso}r{. 4 Ma half feet square and weighing 350 ggein E r9, _2&4
ajor Cecil N. Rogers an - ST Morri . T

jor Bdward Tyminsk: will be" in pounds. Baked by Cpl. Mon ehcopfers Moved:

charge of the review. - Bimon, of the cadet mess hall, ih !
Other_ committece members are cake was centered with a !ur I From |ndiana Field'
f@hﬁhWL& Lerand Jackson, veplica of the air corps insigid i

Lt. George Graff, Lt. Oscar Ko- cleverly executed in its icing. St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 8. — (T)—

meo, S/Sgt. Jack Greenberg, Sgt.
William' Baxter, Cpl. Morris Si-
mon; dance - --Major Raymond
Howard, Lt. Verena Simpson, Mrs.
Dorothy Riley, Mrs. Kathryn Hud-
son, Miss Helen Demas, Miss Pat

Music for the dunce-was by the [lransfer of the helicopter pilot
post orchestra and the gymnasi:u training program from Freeman

L . _[tield, Seymour, Ind., to Chanute
had been suitably decorated fa tield, Illinois, was announced  here

iho occasion. The USO show.lioday at headquarters of the AAF
“Jjust for the Ride,” starred Mar:» [Eastern Technical Training Com-

O’Connor. and enlisted memlber‘svof Csilin and Harry Peterson. Danc- mﬂT"hd- :

the Special Service council; War . . . 's. -comedy qc- e transfer of training helicop-

Bonds--Lt. Richard Ehrick; . pub- &z, harmony singepiieg LYy

: : g ters, other instructional equipment
E e rebats and a xylophone noveltylo,s' aqministrative and teaching

und puppet act also were on thelpersonnel from Freeman to Cha-
bR ute field now is under way.

’M.&uf@@w&ﬂum
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to city officials along that line.

Secret Committee Named.

President Thompson said that a
secret committee to pass on pro-
posed advertising schemes in Sey-
mour has been named and warned
merchants not to purchase adver-
tising unless previougly approved
by the committee. e said that
ac chairman of the committee t
study the water and -$re protec-
tion in Seymour appdinted Yy
Mayor C. W. Burkart at t. o
recommendation of the chambe.
ke plans to call a meeting of co
mittee soon. He also announcec
that a meeting is to be held in
Seymour soon with regard to a
proposed Shoals dam flood-control
project. He said maps of the pro-
posed project show that dams
would be around Cortland and
Medora and that acres of land
in this county would be flooded.

“C Coupons” with which to
make the run of life was the sub- |
ject of Mr. Miller's humorous talk. '
interspersed with witty stories and
delivered in his own inimitable
way. The “C coupons” mentioned
by the Ohio newspaperman in-
clude “gooud. old-fashioned trad-
itional  courage”, cooperation,
cheer and citizenship.

The speaker pointed out and
illustrated that no one person is
so essential people can’t get along
without him but that he can’t get
along without other people. “If we
Americans keep our feet on the
ground and our heads in the air,
other nations of the world will
be envying us 1,000 years from
now just like they are now,” he
said.

Need Aims, Not Alms.

“Other nations need ocur aims,
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Crowd Attends
Dinner Meeting

Of C. of C.

Brief Business Ses-
sion Is Followed by
Humorens Talk by
“Dusty” Miller

—

A total of 144 members of e
Chamber of Commerce of Sey3
mour, one of the largest groug
ever to be present at a dingr
meeting of organized businessfind
professional men and women i
this city, attended a dinner of the
organization Wednesday night in
the dining room of the First
Methodist Churth, which was ad-
dressed by “Dusty” Miller, na-
tionally known humorist fromy
Wilmington, Ohio.

During a brief business session

y which  preceded Mr. Miller's
I speech, a treasurer's report given
21~ by Don M. linger showed the
at- Chamber of C erce to be in
e~ excellent  financial  condition.
a Harold S. Hobson, vice-president

ve and chairman of the postwar plan-
Yy ning survey steering committee,
d- was introduced by J. Ralph
Thompson, chamber president,
and briefly explained that results
of the survey committee’s work
predict an optimistic future for
Seymour. “"He pointed out that
YWednesday’s announcement from
Washington regarding the pro-
posal of future use of Frceman
fleld .as a major postwar airport
removes one of the largest unpre-
dictable factors in the postwar re-
port’:, Mr. Hobson pointed out
that improvement sheild be made
in some c¢f the civic iunctiofs of
Seymoir and that recommend!
tions had been and will. be made
to city oflicials along that line.
Secret Committee Named.

President Thompson said that a
secret committee to pass on pro-
posed advertising schemes in Sey-
mour has been named and warned
merchantis not to purchase adver-
tising unless previougly approved
by the committee. e said that
ac chairman of the committee to
“study the water and -§ve protoc-
tion in Seymour appointed YWy
Mayor C. W. Burkart at t. ©
recommendation of the chamnbe.
ke plans to call a mmeeting ¢f com
mittee soon, He also announcec
that a meeting is to be held in
Seymour soon with regard to a
ploposed Shoals dam flood-control

UYn e ls) evmmrne A f e avrem

he
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roud G.I. Father Donates Blood

The Times Special Service.
- Freeman Field, Ind., Dec. 7.—
Real. life drama, the kind that's
stranger than fiction. was enacted
#n Canton, Ohio, recently when a
"private from Freeman Field, who
wishes to remain anonymous, was
one of the principal actors.
Private X had gone home to
Canton on an emergency pass to
get=-a first glimpse of his nine-
pound son. It was 10:30 in the
morning, and he was feeling in an
expansive mood after seeing his
offspring. The missus was doing
fine, too. The world was a pretty
good old plage, after all.

Seymour Tribune
Novewber 30,1944

But, . leaving the hospital, he
noticed a soldier seated on the
steps, his head held in his hands.
Going over he patted him on the
shoulder and asked, “What's up,
soldier; are you sweating out the
same thing I just did?”

“Np." was the weak reply, “the
babys_ all right—fine girl——but
my wife's pretty bad. She needs
a blood transfusion. The hospital
doesn’t haye her type. They're
trying .o find a donor, but if he

doesn'thshow up soon, I'm afraid
it'll be too late.”

Seymour Tribune
December 1, 1944

T A

New

Deputy for

Training Named

*Gosh, that's too bad.” said the
private. “What type blood is it>"

“Type 4.”

- * »

“That's what I have.” replied
the Freeman man. “I'll be glad
to give a transfusion.”

That night the soldier rushed
up to Private X and grasped his
han‘ds. “Thanks, thanks a lot;
you've saved her life. “Thanks'”

‘Embarrassed. the Freeman
Field private hurried away with-
out even stopping to learn the
name of the soldier or the wo-
man whose life he'd saved.

Seymour
December -1, 194

Public Invited
To Field Retreat_

*he Fraternal Order of Eugles,|

vmour, has donuted a number
articles to the recently opened
N PAC Group, day-room at
e . Field.
1 Mhe day-room;, which is open
twenty-four hours daily, is divid-

Lt. Col. Williams Re-
cently Assigned to

Field—Other Changes

Lt. Col Howard W. Willia

Freeman to be Open
To Visitors for Two

Hours on ?{vmiversary
Residents of Seymour and vici-

ed into two sections. One section
istfor recreational purposes, COls
%:ining ping pong and pool tables,
and.the other is for writing and
relaxation. =

ity are cerdially invited to at-
end the formal retreat at Free-
hnan Field Friday afternoon, &
part of the ceremonies to observe
the field’s second anniversary,
Col. E. T. Rundquist, command-
ing officér, announced.

The retreat will begin.at 4:15
oelock and will be held on th#
parade ground in the cadet area.
Open post for visitors will be from
3:30 to 5:30 o'clock and no passes
will be required.

In case of _inclement weather
the retreat may be cancelled. Vis-
itors planning to attend gre ‘ad-
vised to call the Public Relauon‘s
office, tefephone 135, to learn if
the reireat is to be held. :

Dances and a USO show will be
held at the fleld at night for mil-
itary and civilian perstznncl of the
command. - =

who was assigned to Freemar

Field recentlv with a group of offi-
cers from Stuttgart, Ark., Army |
air ficld, has been detailed to
duty oas deputy for training and
operations.

Maj. Robert DuChaine who be-
came deputy for training and
sperations when Lt. Col. William

Poe left Freeman Field, has
been assigned to his former job
as post cperations officer. Captain
Robert Maggart who has been the
;emtions ofticer becomes assist-

Seymour Tribune
November 30,1944

rankliy Coﬁegf; Wins

t operations officer. RERY

Col. Williams received his com-
mission on August 31, 1940, at
Breoks Field, Texas, and was sta-
tioned at Maxwell Field, Alabama,
one vear and one-half and at Tur-
ner Field, Georgia, for one year
before going to Stuttgart. Prior to#
entering the service, ht was a geo-
logy: student at the University of
Seuth Caralina where he obtained
his B: Si¥ degree, His home is i
Columbig, South Carolina.

Barnett of F
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and from September 5 to October
BCKY 17 of that year he was in Officer
Training school at Miami Beach ’

diers' Hospitality Center by thclone of beauty. The Soldiers’ Hos-|and women and their families, is

Freeman Field Band, under thelpitauty Center, beginning its third | open every day f{rom 2:30 in the

direction of W/O Mitchel Chetel.!year of ministry to service menjafternoon to 11:00 o'clock at night.
The luncheon hostesses, assist-

ed by the Wings, served the en- i

tire evening audience delicious hio Valley Hospital, Stubem
refreshments. Pio' . - t~
The center was beautifully dec- Replacing Capt. Estes as st:

ot wih he_ seo's " colors g g
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extended from one end of thejorton high school, Licero,
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Seymour Tribune
December 11, 19kl

Soldiers’ Hospitality Center Here Freeman Officers

Celebrates Its Second Anniversary  Transferred To
| lonia, gave two readings and Miss New Staﬁons

Arnita Jordan sang a solo. A

The Soldiers’ ~Hospitality geu-
g nsored by the First Bap~
:?s:t gxourch and);ts friends, under|solo was sung by. Mrs. Ha)fes Capt. James H. Estes and 2nd
the leadership of Dr. Alvin Ay Webster, accompamgd by Missy¢ Maryellen K. Mirasola have
lCohn, director, celebrated its{Betsy Cohn and Miss Margared .. transferred recently from
second anniversary, Sunday. The|Lou Taskey played two trumpet o 0n Ficld and assigned to
center opened December 8, 1942. solos, accompanied by Miss Jeanne Buckingham Army Air Field, Fort
It has rendered continuous serv-|Blair. A trio number by Mrs. Meyers, Fla., and Nichols General
jce every afternoon and night for|Jordan and her "two daughters, Hospital, Louisville, Ky., respects
the two years. The celebratgon Anita and Janet, concluded, the ively.
Sunday began at the morning|program. Capt. Estes was one of the first
worship service when Major J.| Tea and wafers were servedsby, o1 "to arrive at Freeman where
W. Fuller delivered an inspiring|house.mothers during the af10f1he was the statistical officer. At
message @n which he commen oon. Buckingham AAF he will take . a
the Soldiers’ Hospitality Center. ' “The center was transformed inj couHr:sinig fls:;:le gﬁ%ﬁirt{:d éom
Open house was held Sunday|{, 3 hanquet hall for'the anniver Woodrow Wilson high school,
afternoon from 2 until 4 o'clock.;Sury dinner served by wings and Long Beach, Calif, he attended
During that period, the house|j ncheon hostesses. A delicious Long Beach Junior college. ' Prior
mothers presented a  pProgram| . course dinner was served toto entering the service on August
which included solos by Mrs. 4w, hundred soldiers, soldiers’ 31, 1942, he was amlorlfigag'e exin(';:
Francis L. Jordan, drum solos bY | yjves and personnel of the cen- iner ioré(l:: ie«;l‘e,;z;mn;&sx:n% p
Philip Jordan, and a duet sung by |ter Dr. Cohn was master of cerd | Listra DG,
Anita and Janet Jordan, all ..ac-

and from September 5 to October

monies and Dr. Clyde S. BlacK}17 of that year he was in Officer
companied by Miss Maxine Dep-
ty. Mrs. Clyde Peters, of Val-

During the anniversary' dinner a|diers' Hospitality Center by thetone of beauty. The Soldie.rs
call of the states was made and|Freeman Field Band, under the pitality Center, beginning.xts
service men from ecighteen states|direction of W/O Mitchel Chetel.|year of ministry to service

?

of Trinity Methodist Chyrch, gave
the blessing for the dir!:mr. Pfc.
Charles Brown of Freeman Field
sang two numbers during the
dinner hour accompanied by Miss
Betsy Cohn. Mrs. Hayes Webster
|sang two numbers, also accompan-
ied by Miss Cohn. The luncheon
speaker was Chaplain Russell
Hall of Freeman Field, who de-
livered an appropriate message,
highly commending the Soldiers’
Hospitality Center for its service
to service men and their families.

were prescnt.

«The evening service opened at
7:00 with an inspiring service of
music by the chorus choir and the
cengregation accompanied at the
organ by Miss Cohn and at the
piano by Miss Jeanne Blair.
Chaplain Phillips Brooks Hender-
son brought the anniversary ser-
mon. His message was inspiring,
encouraging and uplifting. He
spoke very highly of the Soldiers’
Hospitality Center and its service.

The day closed with a stirring
band concert given in the Sol-

The luncheon hostesses, assist-
ed by the Wings, served the en-—
tire evening

refreshments. hio.

cal

orated with the season’s colors

extended from one end of
center to the other,
from the ceiling. The entire build-
ing was gaily
Christmas decorations, large light-
ed Christmas tree, ferns, palms,
flowers, Christmas candles and
everything which made the place

ife,

consisting of a great “V"”, which Eggﬂ; w:ﬁ graduatea ‘rom J.
the [orton hign school, Licero,

suspended pd employed by J. S. Bache
.. Chicago, before entering
decorated with [rvice May 12, 1943. He and

audience delicious hio Valley Hospital, Stubeny

i _‘Replacing Capt. Estes as st
Enecenier asibeantitullyidee pofﬁcer is 2nd Lt. Elmer

Chicago, Il

LaVerone, are living at

mergilyy Drive, Seymour:;
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Hellcopters to

Operate From
Chanute Field

=
Pilot Trammg Is
Transierred from Free-
man Field,*Where It

Had Been Conductedy

The helicopter pilot training
program is being transfesred frQl
Freeman Field to Chanute Fm
Illinois, Colonel E. T.
Rundquist, cm?frﬁanding officer of
Freeman Field, announced today.

Information received from head
quarters of the Army Air Forces
Training Command at Fort Worth,
Texas, states that the transfer will
become effective within the next
few days and will move the juris-
diction of the helicopter pilot
training program from the Eastern
Flying Training Command to the
Eastern Technical Training Com-
mand. Headquarters for the EFTC
are Maxwell Ficld, Alabama.
St.

Rantoul,

ETTC headquarters are at
Louis, Missouri.

Announced September 8.

An  official War! Department
news release was made Septem-
ber 6, announcing the establish-
ment of the helicopter pilot school
at Freceman Field, It was the first
school of, its type in the United
States Army Air Forces.

Earlier in the year officers, en-
listed personnel and equipment
had arrived at Freeman for the
establishment of the school. Key
officer personnel of the helicopter
section here were Major John J.
Sanduski, director of training;
Capt. Bert Thrasher, operations
officer, and Capt. William Moore,
department commzinding officer,
and Capt. Kermit J. Koenig, en-
gineering officer.

Personnel of the section had
made many friends in Scymour,
Brownstown and other communi-
ties where a number of them had
established their residence.

December 11,1944

Newsy Paragrafs

{Pic. and Mrs; Charles A
Brown of this clty, are the_ pa-
rents of a son, Charles A. Brown_
Jr., Born Saturday in the station
hogpital at Freemap Field. Home
of ;ﬁfc and Mrs. rown  is in
‘n.taryland but they "are residing
fiereé while Pfc. Brown is station-
gd at Freeman Field, where he is
i Section F.

Brownstown Bannef:
December 13, 194k

Helicopter SchiooF
Is Transferred

Freeman Field Unit Being
Sent To Chanute Field,
Rantoul, 111

P e = S T O TR

The helicopter pilot training
program is being trdnsferred from
Freeman Field to Chanute Field,
Rantoul, Illinois, Colonel E. T.
Rundquist, command officer of
Freeman Fiecid, has announced.

Information received from head-

¥%mys of the Army Air Forces
Mraining Command at Fort Worth,
Texas, states that the transfer will
become effective within the next
few days and will move the
diction of the helicopter
training prcgram from the E
ern Flying Training Commg y
the / Eastern Technical " Traifl
Corhmand. Headquarters . for he
B are Maxwell Fields ‘Ala-

a. ETTC hex;\dquarterizax‘e at
3t. Louis, Missouri. :

An official War K Depaftment
news release was made September
6, announcing the establishn¥ent of

the helicopter pilots &chool at
¥Freeman Field. ItY®as the first
gschool of its t in the United

Btates Army Air Forces. =
en-

Earlier in the year officers,
listed personnel and equipment
had arrived at Freeman for the
pstablishment of the school. Key
pfficer personnel of the helicopter
IBection here were Major John J.
Banduski, director of training;
Capt. Bert Thrasher, operations
officer; Capt. william Moore, do-
Eanment commanding officer, and
apt. Kermit J. Koenig, engineer-
ling officer.
Personnel of the section d
1ade many friends in Seymou
and Brownstown and other com
aunities where a number of the
had established their residence.

Lt. Henry Eagle, who made his
home in Brownstown, was among
the officer personnel to transfer to
Chanute Ficld.

Jei:




draimning sScnool at miaini Deacll,
Fla. He was a supply officer at
Maxwell Field, Ala., before coming
Freeman in early December,
2042,

4 Capt. Estes is the son of Mr.
ind Mrs. J. H. Estes, Redlands.
Calif., and while in Seymour, he
and his wife, Vivian, resided in
the Voss Apartments at Fourth
and Chestnut Streets.

Lt. Mirasola, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. H. A. Knight, Shadyside,
Ohio, was graduated from Shady-
side high school and completed a
course at Elliott Commercial Col-
lege, Wheceling, W. Va. Before
joining the Army Nurses' Corps

she was a general duty gurse at

I8
Ohio Valley Hospital, Stubenville,
Ohio.

Replacing Capt. Estes as statis-
tical officer is 2nd Lt. Elmer J.
Stefany of Chicago, Il Lt.
Stefany was graduatea ‘rom J. S.
Morton high school, vi€ero, I,

at Freeman Field, April 2, 1943, | wife,

and employed by J. S. Bache and
i Co., Chicago, before entering the
; service May 12, 1943. He and his
LaVerone, are living at 314

Emers@y Drive, Seymour.
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Class 44-] to
Be Graduated

Saturday Here

an

Brig. Gen. William D.
Old, Burma Campaign
Veteran, to Address

eaf

oA Freeman Ceremony
ical ’

Members of Freeman Field
aviation cadet Class 44-J will re-

1+ be
y. ceive their wings and appoint-
! by n.xents as flight officers or commis-
Wil- sions as second lieutenants at
op- gradation exercises to be held at
eod. 9 o'clock Saturday morning, De-
cember 23, in the post theater,
=0 Ceremonies have been moved up
‘olby from December 28 to the 23 in
stin, orders that members of the class

may be home over the Christmas
holidays. :

The 705th Bang under the direc-
tion of W/O Mitche] iQx'etel will
open the program with tRe Na-
tional Anthem after which Chap-
lain P. B. Henderson will give the
invocation. The commencement
speaker, Brig. Gen. Willilam D
Old, will then be introduced by
Colonel E. T. Rundquist, com-
manding officer of Freeman Field.

Brig. Gen. Old, veteran of the
Burma campaign with more than
ninety combat missions to his
credit, is Commanding General of
the First Troop Carrier Command,
Stout Field, Indianapolis, Indi-
ana. Regarded as one of the most
skillful pilots in the area, he re-
turned last June from the China-
Burma-India theater, where he
was commander of the Provision-
al Troop Carrier Command which
distinguished itself in the aerial
penetration of Burma in the spring
of 1944.

Twenty Years With AAF.

A graduate of Texas A. & M.
College gnd a natlve of Uvalde,
Texas, Genera! Old has nearly
twenty years' service with the
Army Air Forces. He had served
in observation, heavy bombard-
ment and fighter components of
the Air Forces prior to his assign-
ment to Troop Carrier Command
work.

In recognition of his services
overseas, General Old has been a=
warded the Silver Star, Distin-
guished Flfing Cross with Oak-
leaf Cluster, the” Afr Medal and
the British Distinguished Service
Order. He also wear> the decora-
tion of the Southern Cross of Bra-
zil, presented as the result of his
participation . in the  tgood-will
flight to Rio"De Janeiro made by
USAAF units in November, 1939.

Names: of graduates will be an
nounced bv Lt. Louis Rosenthal.
school =ecretarv, and Lt. Col.
Howard Williams, director of
training. will award the wings. Lt,
Rosenthal will administer the
oath of office followed by the
benediction pronounced by Major
James W. Fuller.

eived
ission
7 last
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War Bond dale

remiere Here

Tickets Represent
Bond Sales in Excess
Of $100,000-Free-
man Fleld lees Show

03

Jackson county's war b,a‘r/d
premiere at the Majestic Theater
Wednesday night was a big suc-
ess, with the theater so crowded
that a second showing of the fea-
ture picture was necessary. Tic-
kets received represented war
bonds, mostly of the “E" Series
in excess of $100,000.

. A feature of the premiere was
the presentation of a stage show
from Freemun Field with War-
rant Officer Mitchel Chetel, di-
rector of the 705th Army Aii
Forces Band, as master of cere-
monies. The theater, thrown op-
&n at 6:30 o'clock to those holding
spencial bond tickets given only
on the purchase of a war bond
between December 4 and Decem-
ber 13, filled so rapidly that Har-
ry M. Palmer,’ manager, an-
mounced at 7:25 o'clock that the
featurc premiere picture, “Lost
in a ‘Harem,” starring Bud Abbott
and Lou Costello, woudd be shown
before the stage show, and it
began - immediately. The stage
presentation, which began short-
ly after 9 o'clock, lasted for more
than an bour and the pic-
lure was shewn a second time
at its conclusion.

Montel School Winner.

Harry Montel, Shields nghi
School varsity basketball player,
was winner of a $25 war -band for
selling the largest numbeg of
bonds -of any city school s dent
during the sale period preeeding
the premiere. He sold fortysbonds.
Winners at each school, each of
whom received special term pas-
ses to the Majestic Theaﬁt are
Marcella Ann Crawfoxd~ Riley
Bchool; Billy Foreman, Jﬁncoln
Bchool; Jimmy Hudson,
ton School; Glen W,
Charlotte Hill, tied fo

uom were made on the stage by
M. J. Lasher, city school superin-
lendent

Miss Keith Wins Quiz.

Miss Ellen M. Keith, West Third
street, won the musical quiz pro-
gram with a perfect score, con-
ducted by W/O Chetel and was
presented with a $25 war bond.
{¥thers participating in the con-
test, selected, Mr. Palmer said, by
pulling names from a hat, were
Miss Bebe Thomas. Miss Elizabeth
Hubbard, Ear! C. Parker, Exalted
Ruler of the Elks who was in
tharge of the lodge’s war bond
q-ales committee cooperating in the
;":r buiid pDremniere: L Elawriz

Carlsten and Robert Bottorfl.

Following: a seclection by the
Freeman band, the dance orches-
tra’ of the 705th band played: and
Cpl. George Goodman sang two
solos. Following another selection
by the dance orchestra, PAC
Clyde Phipps, who played a vibra-
phone on the Major Bowes na-
tional radio program from New
York recently, played two xylo-
phone solos. Pfc. Clyde Bagley,
colored vocalist who also sang on
the Major Bowes program, sang
two solos and Cpl. Emile Acitelli
played a clarinet solo. Cpl. Aci-
telli and Sgt. Erwin Klocko, who
also appeared as a duo on the Ma-
jor Bowes program, played a clari-
net duet and the “Hoosier Hot
Shots” of the band gave a special-
ty number. PAC Charles Brown
gave vocal accompaniment to
“White Christmas” played by the
band and “Red” Gomber, stationed
at Freeman Field, and Miss June
Moren gave an exhibition of jiv-
ing while the orchestra played a
“boogie-woogie” number.

The program was well received
by the audience, which, led by
Cpl. Goodman, sang “God Bless
America” to conclude the show.

Seymour Tribune
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Medal Presented

1

At Retreat Here

Austin Couple Get
Decoration at Freeman
For Captured Son

An Air Medal and an oak leaf
cluster were presented to Mr. and
Mrs. C. R. Kelly, of Austin RIl,
at retreat ceremonies at Freeman
Field Wednesday afternoon in
honor of their son, Technical
Sergeant Absolam Kelly, of the
air corps, who is réported to be
a prisoner of war in Germany.

The preseptation was made by
Lieutenant Colonel Howard Wil-
liams, deputy for training and op-
crations. Capt. W. H. McLeod,
adjutant, read the citation.

Freddie Kelly, a younger son
of the Kellys, Miss Viola Colby
and Mrs. Dan Hill, of Austin,
were present for the ceremony.

Seymour Tribune
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Ex-Instructor

Here Missing

Lt. Keith Foster, who received
his pilet's wings and commission
at Freeman Field here early last
spring, and later returned as an
instructor at the local field, has
sbeen missing in action over Ger-
many since November 8, accord-
ing to information received
Thanksgiving Day by his wife,
Mrs. Jo Foster, who now lives in
Creston, Towa.

While a cadet at the field, Lt.
and Mrs. Foster lived at 619 West
Fourth street. Following his re-
turn here as an instructor, Lt
Foster, his wife and their young
son, Kevin, lived at the C. E.
Manuet residence near Uniontown
until early fall, when he went
ioverseps.




BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM D. OLR

Brig. Gen. Old, who returned
last June from the China-Burma-
India theater, where he was com-
mander of the Provisional Troop
Carrier Command which distin-
guished itself in the aerial pene-
traticn of Burma, paid tribute to
industry’s excellent record of
production and to the coordina-
tion of effort which enabled the
air forces to provide pilots, air
crews and ground crews to keep

.the" resulting planes flying, and
thus bnuild. “the most powerful
and efficient air force ever
known.”

The speaker paid tribute to the
many cadets who preceded today's'
class in the Eastern Flying Train-
ing Command. “They have:
helped to start the ball rolling—
and 1 might point out that there's
a chain atta¢hed, for the German
and Japanese war criminals,” he
stated. Gen. Old told the grad-
uates they have the opportunity
of pitching in to finish the job.
“But remember — it was a man-
size job to start with, and it still
is.” he added.

Brig. Gen. Old paid tribute to
Trocp Carrier Command and
cited statistice from its record in
World War II. ‘“The Troop Car.
riers are the boys who fly the
parachute and glider troops to
their destinations, supply them
frem the air, and evacute casual-
ties from frontlines to base hos-
pitals in ambulance planes,” the
general explained. “We're proud
of our reputation as workhorses'
of the air"™

Lt. Col. Howard Williams, di-
recior of training, presented the
awards and wings and Lt. Louis
Rosenthal. school secretary, ad-
ministered the oath of office to
the new second lieutenants and
flight officers. The benediction
was pronounced by Major James
W. Fuller and a selection by the
band concluded the ceremony.

The ceremony was held five
days early. in order that the
voung cofficers may spend the
Christmas holidays at home.
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‘eremonies Moved Up From
December 28 to 23 In
Order That Class Manfpers

mas Holidays:

Members of the Freeman Field
viation cadet Class 44-J will re-
eive their wings and appoint-
ents as flight officers or com-
issions as sccond licutenants at
aduation exercises to be held

Ceremonies have been
moved up from liecember 28 to the
23 in order that members of the
glass may be home over the
Christmas holidays.

The 705th Band under tie di-
rection of W/O Mitchell Chetel
will ¢pen the program with the
National Anthem after which
Chaplain P. B. Henderson will gi
the invocation. The commence-
ment sperker, Brig. Gen. William
D. Old, wiil then be introduced by
iColopel FE. T. Rundquist, com-
manding officer of Freeman Field,

Brig.Gen. Old, veteran of the
Burma campaign wi more than
B0 - combat missions to.his-credit,
is Commanding fiencral of th
First Troop Carrier Command
Stout Field. Indiarapolis, Indiana,
regarded as onec nf the most skill-
ful pilots in the area, he returned
last June from the China-Burma-
India theater, where he was com-
mander of the Provisional Troop
Carricr Command which distin-
-nished itself in the acrial pentra-

944,
A graduate of A and M College
d a2 native »f Uvalde,- Texas,
eneral Old has nearly twenty
ears’ service with the Army Air
He had served in observa-

, heavy bombardment and
ighter components of the Air
orces prior to his assignment to
roop Carrier Command work.
In recognition of his services
verscas, Geneiral Old has been
warded the Silver Star, Distin-
Fuishcd Flying Cross with Oak-
lcaf Clusters, the Air Medal and
the British Distinguished Service
rder. He also wears the deco-
ation of the Southern Cross of
razil, presented as the result of
is participation in the good-will
light to. Rio D¢ Janeiro made by
SAAF units in November, 1939.
Names of graduates will be an-
wounced by Lt. Louis Rosenthal,
jchool Secretary, and Lt. Col.
Joward Williams, Director of
raining, will award the wings.
t. Rosenthal-will administer the
path of office followed by the the
benediction pronounced by Major
James W. Fuller.

Friday night at 9 o'clock in the
post gymnasium a dance for Class
44-J members, their immediate

guests and Freeman Field officers X

will be held.

SLOWN Doriner

May Be Home For Christ-

ion of Burma in the spring of |

brownstown beanner
Lecember 20, 1544

G. 1. Joes And Gals
Christmas Dinner Menu

The menu for the Christmas
dinner for the G. I. Joes and Gals
in the Armed Forces has been an-

nounced| by Cooks at Freeman S
Field as/follows: hay
MENU Fie

Grapefruit Cocktail mo

Roast Turkey - - - Giblet Gravy tio
Sage Dressing - - Cranberry Sauce Pil
Mashed Potatoes wil

Candied Sweet Potatoes ba;

Crcamed Asparagus-Buttered Peas
Fresh Fruit Salad

with Mayonnaise dressing

Celery Pickles Olives
! Hot Rolls - - - Butter

Christmas Layer Cake - I¢c2 Cream
Mincemecat Pie - - Pumpkin Ple

Assorted Fruits, Nuts, Candy
Coffee - - - Milk

Seymour Tribune
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raduates Can

Aid to Bring

Peace Nearer

Brig. Gen. Old Ad-
dresses 44-) Class
At Freeman Field

Cadet Commencement Pe

feas:

“It doesn’t look like it's go- [ crr

ing to be a very merry Ckherist- lishe
mas for the Axis powers, and 10:4
that little situation is due in a 12:4
large part to the Army Air Forc- B
es,” Brig. Gen. William D. Old, tail
commanding gencral of the First be;
Troop Carrier Command, Stout .
Field, Indianapolis, told members tat(;
of aviation cadet class 44-J o X
Freeman Field and others atfll &%
graduation exercises this morning and

in the post theater.

“Peace on carth isn't destined
for this Christmas, but you men
can have a bpart in bringing it
closer by the time the next Yule-
tide rolls in,” Gen. Old continued.

He was introduced by Col. E. T.
Rundquist, commanding officer at
Freeman, after the playing of the
national anthem by the 705th
AAF band and invocation by
chaplain Phillips Brooks Hender-
son.

sala

U e oy
!

BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM D. OLD\ .
)
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WASPS Disband:-Those Stationed at

Freeman Field Return to Homes

Six of the seven WASPS who|
| capable of operating all types of

have been stationed at Freeman
Field left for their homes this
morning following the de-activa-
rion of the Women Air Force
Pilots Wednesday. The seventh
will remain here with her hus-
band. stationed at Freeman Field.

Disbandment of the WASPS
was ordered October 3 to be ef-
fective December 20, ending a
colorful chapter without preced-
ent in the nation's military his-
tory. Gen. H. H. Arnold, when
ordering the WASP disbanded,
said they have done ‘“‘outstanding
work, even exceeding our expec-

tations” and that Segpproximately

1,000 women of the service dis-

Seymour Tplbune
December 23, 1944

tributed among the AAF, were

aircraft, including the fastest
fighters and the B-29 Superfort-
resses. Most of them plan to con-
tinue flying.

The disbandment was ordered
because sufficient male pilots are
available to fl1l all flying assign-
ments in the country and over-
seas, the Associated Press reports.
Thirty of the WASP corps have
beer killed in service.

Mrs. Robert Foster, wife of
Second Licutenant Robert Foster,
an engineering officer at Freeman
Field, is the former WASP re-
maining here. The other six, who|
returned today to their respective
homes, are Miss Mary Breiden-|
bach, who will first visit relatives|
in Chicago before going to her
hcme in Atlanta, Georgia; Miss
Mary Baldner, who will go to
Scott Field, Illinois, where her
father, Major John G. Baldner, is
stationed; *Miss Mary McDonald
and Miss Elizabeth Hubbard, to
homes in Chicago; Miss Sarah
Allshousc, to Pittsburgh, Pa. and
Miss Margaret Parish, to Raleigh,
Narth Carolina.

Delicious Christmas Menus Planned
At Freeman Field, Local Institutions

Personnel of Freeman Field wil}
feast on Christmas Day. Under
the caption, “What's Cookin’ For
Christmas”, a menu has been pub-
lished which will be served from
10:45'0’clock Christmas morning tol
12:45 o'clock Monday afternoon. |

will accompany the repast as well
as celery, olives, pickles, hot rolls
and butter. For dessert, Christmas
layer cake, mincemeat pie, pump
kin pie and coffee will be serve
and the dinner will be topped o
with assorted fruit, nuts and can

Beginning with grapefruit cock- | dy,

tail, the air force members will
be served roast young turkey, sage
dressing, giblet gravy, mashed po-
tatoes, candied sweet pota'toes.
creamed asparagus, buttered peas
and cranberry sauce. Fresh fruit
salad with mayonnaise dressing

t. A Smith Is
Prisoner of War

Word has

Mrs. August Cordes,
Third

Seymour Tribune
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4
#
/
been received by
218 West
Lt. Alfrxd

street, that

Bmith, who graduated {rom Fre>-

man Field
has been missing

in- November, 1943,
singz August

and has been listed recently as a

prisoner of war in Germany.
Lt. and ‘Mrs. Smith made many

friends_during their stay in Sey-

mows and who will
tknow that Li Smith is

be " glad to
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Outstanding Christmas Eve Program
At USO Greatly Enjoyed by Soldiers

One of the.most> outstanding
Christmas Eve programs heid for
men and women in the armed
forces featured the Christmas
program of the Seymour USO
Club, 205 ‘South Chestnut street,
Sunday. *

Several of the soldiers in the
large group enjoying the program
expressed to officials at the cen-
ter that it “seemed almost like
home”. Motto of the USO is “a
home away from home" for the

ervicemen and the Christmas pro-
fram, like other programs at the
center, was designed for that pur-
pose.

The gix-hour Christmas Eve

gymour Tt
Tor ety 9, 1945

'U!]chrs’ ”au,«.{htors
Hostesses jut I)mnv[

Mary Ellen dquist, d!illght--:'-

of Colonel E.<¥. Rundquist, com-

jrer. at Freeman Field,

undquist, and Judy

iehter of Captain and

D. Nichols, wers:

.old Monday g@nd in

of the annigrsaries

3 din-

her puarty Ménday evenmg at the

olonel’'s home.

Mary Ellen and Judy were the

rst children born to Freeman

Field military personnel after the
fleld was activated.

¥t the dinner parly wer@

i Carol Ann Champion,

of Major and Mrs. Wal-

humpion; Nancy Butler,

of Captain and Mrs. R,

; and Carol and Pats

@, little daughters of Lt.-

Mrs. Charles J. Pro

f fllen’s and Judy's birth
day call¥l: were center notes for
the prettily appointed dinner, t
bie, i =

program opened at 5 o'clock Sun-
day afternoon with the playing of
classical records. At 5:30 o'clock,
a vesper service was held with the
playing of a recording of Dickens’
Christmas carol and a ten-minute
address by _ Chaplain Phillips
Brooks Henderson, of Freeman
Field. At 6:30 o'clock, a buffet
luncheon with a variety of good
food was served to nearly 300
servicemen ‘and women by all
greups of the Mothers’ Service Or-
ganization of the USO, under the
general chairmanship of Mrs.
Francis L. Jordan. At 8 o'clock,
a variety hour was held. A number

Ga.

0ffic¢fs Co to
Take Training

Major Robert J. DuChaine, posi
operations officer a% Freeman
Field, left Monday fo x.Columbxa
South Carolina, for trummg in the
operation of the A-26, new me-
dium type bomber. Also leaving
for similar training from Free«
man re Lts. Woodrow J. Lane
and lliam C. Weldon.

Major DuChaine’'s position as
post operations officer is taken by
Lt. Donald M. Bowers, who form-
erly held the title of assistant op-
erations officer.

Major DuCha:i had been at
Freeman Field §gince February,
1943, and serveq 3s a flight com-
mander and ber of the ad-
visory training board? until he
became post operations officer in
June, 1943. He performed the
duties cf deputy for training and
wperations for a time following

transfer of Lt. Col. William
H. Poe last September, but recent-
ly returned to his old duties
Prior to coming to Freeman, he
had completed primary training at
Spartan Schcol of Aeronautics,
Muskogee, Okla. and took his
basic training at Randolph Field,
Texas. 1941, he @bcgived

his w and commission as a
cecond lieutenant at Barksdale
Field. La. He was an instructor
at Barksdale and later at Coluins
kus, Miss., before coming to Free:
jan.

Lt. Powers, new operations offi-
ey Tecetved Hik introdusiis g
¥ving as a cw/x.[lag pliot, receiving
uvatv licensé five days after
cntering the service on January
28, 1947 He was commissioned
in January, 1943, at Turner Field,

was an instructor
Field for two months un-

J1il coming to Freeman on April

25, 1943. After being an instruc-
ter here. he became operations of-
ficer and commanding officer of
Flight 4. He was appointed as-
sistaht post operations officer Sep-
tember 28, 1944. He was affiliat-
ed with a bend and  investment
company to entering the
service,
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Ex-Instructor

Here Missing

Lt. Keith Foster, who received
his pilet’s wings and commission
at Freeman Field here early last
spring, and later returned as an
instruotor at the local field, ha:
been missing in action over Gers
many since November 8, accor:¥]
ing to information received
Thanksgiving Day by his wife,
Mrs. Jo Fest who now lives it
Creston, lowa,

While a.cadet at the ficld, Lt.
and Mrs. Fostaér lived at 619 West
Fourth street. Following his re
turn here as an ipstructor, Lt.
Foster, his wife and their young
son, Kevin, lived at the C. E.
Manuel residence near Uniontown
until early fall, when he went
oversess.

Seymour |
December 2, Lykb

osthumous Air
Medal For Set.
Tungeitt Civen

An Air Medal and one oak
leaf cluster were presented post-
humously Thursday Col. E. T.
Rundquist to Mr. and* Mrs. Irvin
Tungeitt, Seymour R1, in honor
of their son. Sgt. Charles W. Tun-
geitt, who was a gunner in the
Army Air Forces and was shot
down in combat in Europe in
June, 1944,

Attending #the  presentation,
which was held in the colonel’s
office in pbst headquar%rs. at
Freeman Field, were Mr. Tun-
gefut and son, Floyd, age eleven;
Capt. William H. McLeod, adju-

nt, and Lt. Verena Simpson,
t!ersonal affairs officer.

The Tungeitts have two other
sons in the service, one of them
in New Guinea, and the other
in the Eurppean thegter.

Loulsvillie
Courier-Journual
Decemberigé, 1944
Air Officers
Told to Fight

For Peace ..

Brig. Gen. William OIld
Is Speaker A} Seymour

Y

Special to The Courler-Journal.

Seymour, Ind., Dec. 24 —"It
doesn’t look like it's going to be
a very merry Christmas for the
Axis powers, and that little situa-
tion is due in a large part to the
Army Air Force,” Brig. Gen.
William G. Old, commanding gen-
eral of the Troop Carrier Com-
mand at Stout Field, Indianapolis,
told members of the graduating
class of 44-J at Freeman Field
yesterday.

The exercises were moved up
five days in order that the new

officers might spend Christmas
holidays at home.

Williams Awards Wings.

“Peace on ecarth isn't destined
for this Christmas, but you men
can have a part in bringing it
closer by the time the next Yule-
tide rolls in.” said General Old,
who has more than 90 combat
missions to his credit. He returned
Jast June from the China-Burma-
India theater, where he was com-
mander of the Provisional Troop
Ca‘rrier Command which distin-
Buished itself in the aerial pene-
tratlon of Burma in the spring
of 1944.

Lt. Col. Howard Williams, di-
rector of training, awarded the
wings to the graduates and Lt
Louis Rosenthal, school secretary,
pdministered the oath of office.
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Two Freeman
Cadets Die in

Plane Crash

Power Service in
Vicinity, Disrupted

By Mishap Near Road
50, Has Been Restored

Two Freeman Field aviation
cadets were killed when their
AT-10 training plane crashed five
miles west of Seymour at 11:45
o'clock Thursday night.

One of the dead is .John
S. Rush, age twenty, of John-
son City, Tenn., who is survived
by his mother, Mrs. Bertha Rush,
of the same address.

Name of the other cadet is be-
ing withheld by field officials
pending notification of next of
kin

Plane Stirikes Power Line.

The plane which was wrecked
but did not burn, struck a high
tension power line parallel to
U. S. Highway 50 and landed in
a field on the Martin Schneider
place. Power service was dis-
rupted by the accident but has
been restored.

Farmers living in the vicinity
of the accident report they heard
the zrash.

Lt. Col. Howard Williams, as-
sistant post commander, who is
in command of Frceman Field
curing the temporary absence of
Col. E. T. Rundauist, said a board
of qualified officers has been ap-
pointed to investigate the acci-
dent. The two cadets were on o
combat training flight.

Seymour Tribune
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Church Board Hears
Chaplain Henderson

Chaplain Phillips B. Henderson,
of Freeman Field, was the speak-
er at the annual meeting gf the
board of the Reddington Christian
Church Friday night.

Following a supper spread by
the wives of the board members,
the chairman, Herman Swengel,
acted as master of ceremonies for
the meeting. He introduced the
Rev. W. L: Thompson, pastor, and
two of the elders of the church,
Homer Davis and George Baldwin,
who gave short talks regarding
the program for the coming year.

Chaplain Henderson told about
some of his work as a chaplain
and then told the group what he
thought the service man expects
of the church both now and upon
his return. He said ‘“the church
must have a witness, a cause, and
i challenge” if it is to enlist the
loyalty and support of returning
service men.

About twenty members of the
church were present as well as
Mrs. Henderson, the chaplain's
wife,
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Recent transfer orders
carried eight -prominent Freemar
Field officers to new duties an
bssignments  at stations  in scat-
tered sections of the South.

Heading a list of four officer:
hreporting to instrument §ch901
WBryan, Tex., for indoctrm'apm
rior to reassignment to :u:ll:wdl'

nt school at Lu Cig

Kex was Capt. Koberr E~Mag

gart, post OCF and tower ofticer

Veteran of fifty combat miss
gions over North Africa and Sicily
and holder of the Air Medal witl
Oak Leaf cluster, Capt. Maggart
i was commencement speaker a
| graduation exercises for Clas
44-H last September.

Leaving with Capt. Maggart o
similar orders were Lt. Mervi
(J. Liedtke, veteran Freeman of
| icer and member of the instru-
| ment advisory training board, Lts,
Eugene H. MacMurray, Jr., and
Joseph D. Stoecklein, flying in-
structors.

Departing for Keesler Field,
Miss., and assignment to Emer-
gency Rescue Squadron 6 upon
activation for training prior tg
subsequent overseas shipmen
were Lt. Reuben J. Graham, Jr.
assistant Consolidated Mess offi
cer, and Lt. Joseph J. Donovan,
adjutant of Section C.

Ordered to Buckingham Army
Air Field, Ft. Myers, Fla.,, wher:
he will be permanently assigne
following completion of an in
structor's course in basic flexibl:
gunnery, was Lt. Johnny M. Da
vis, post range officer.

Lt. Robert L. Tiemann, medi
cal supply officer, was transferred
this week to Tyndall Field, Pan-
ama City, Fla.

Seymour Triouns
January 19, 1945

Brownstown Club
Tours Freeman

More than twenty-five members
of the Brownstown Lions Club at-
tended the club’s weckly dinner
mecting Thursday night, which
was held in the officers’ mess at
Freeman Field. Following the |
dinner, they were escorted on a
tour of the ficld by Capt. William
F. Hartman, field public relations
officer.

The members gathered at|
Brownstown and came to the field
in a caravan of automobiles, ar-
riving at the post at 7 o'clock.
After the dinner, a brief meeting
was held in charge of Dr. Roy P.
Clark with the roll call by W, R.
Robertson. Dr. G. R. Gillesple,
tailtwister, was active at the
meeting. Dr. Clark introduced
L. A. Brodhecker, who presented
Capt. Hartman. The public rela-
tions officer spoke briefly, express-
ing the appreciation of the fields
command and army personnel for
assistance which Brownstown peo-
ple have given the field since it
has been located here.

The group then was taken on a
tour of the ficld, with stops at an
enlisted men’s mess hall, a hangar
where planes were being repaired
and at the apex of the runways,
‘where flying activity on the field
could be observed from the vicin-
ity of the control tower.

Seywcur Tribdune
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Col. Rundquist Back
From Officers’ Conrse

Col E. T. Rundquist, command-
ing officer of Freeman Field, re-
turned to Seymour Sunday from
Orlando, Florida, where he at-
tended a twelve-day senior offi-
cers’ course at the AAF School of
Applied Tactics.
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Reveal Ideptity
Of Second Cadet

Killed in Crash

Transfer Three
Freeman Officers

Capts. Wenzel. Wolf,
And Lt. Crimmmins, Go
To Southern Stations

Special ordars carriad threg
promirent Freman Field officers
to new assignments and duti2s|
| at south2rn stations this week.

midnight Thursday,
One of the four remaining offi

vealed today..

it was

Section C.

Leaving with Capt. Wenzel on
_ similar orders was First Lieuten-
ant Charles V. Crimmins, cadet
supply officer. A nativi2 of Har-
risville, N. Y., Lt. Crimmins
gradudted from Watertown Hi
School, Watertown, N. Y and
received an A.B. degree from
Notre Dame University where
he was captain of the baseball

SEYMOUR TREBUNE
JAN, 25, 45

Freeman Field

and Buard with the officers!
ketball team.
The marriage of Lt. Crimmins

Inattive Basis

young daughter, Carol Ann, lived basis.
in Seymour.

Gapt. Michael Walf, post mes:
supervisor, transferred
Spence Field. Moultrie, Ga. A
veteran of World War I and &
former resident of Des Moin2s,
Ia., Capt. Wolf reported to Free-
man Field on December 2, 1942,
He attended Waterloo High
School and collegg, Waterloo, Ia.
and was the ownr2r and pperator
of a restaurant-lunchegnette ih
Des Moines before enfring the
service. He and Mrs. olf re-
sided in Seymour.

Senator Willis.
dication as to what

for training purposes.

The above announcement

tivity  will

Field.

cease at

shortly, and there have

the field may be used.

LRSS arfleld
- e-= o un T femporary,  inactive
basis, until _ final decision i
reached.

Field headquarters here wer:
without official information rela
tive to the status of the field.

Kenneth J. Pocta, age nineteen
of Cleveland, Ohio, was the sec-
ond Freeman Field aviation cadet
killed when an AT-10 training
plane crashed near U. S. Road 50
five miles west of Seymour about,
re-

team in 1941. Activi2 in sports at O T
Freeman, he played an infield n emporal'y )
pasition with the “Blue Devils™ |

| Washington, January 24—i/4)—

to Miss Grace McDonalg The War Department has ordered
Watertown was the first to Freeman Field, S

0 e ur, Ind.,
announced at Frz2eman Field. Lt. | laced _Ymo r n
and Mrs. Crimmins and their Place it femporary.  inactive

This was announced today by
There was no in-
future use
might be made of the field, which
was established early in the war

may
not necessarily mean that all ac-
Freeman
It has been known gener-
ally for some time that the train-
ing program is to be discontinued
been
many rumors as to what purposes

It is understood that when 3
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Two Auxiliary
Air Fields Ar2
To Be Leased

Tracts at Grammer
And Zenas To Be
Offered for Grazing

engine
Servic
Wrigh

cxrs who was piosent at the Identity was withheﬁ ndin ic ; q
field’s activation, Capt. Russell ngxmcatiZn of next of killl).e Hi§ And Agru,ultul’e said 1
Wenzel, has been assigned to a | parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Poc- - i a few
|school at Orlando AAF, Fla. [ ta, arrived here late Friday after- Two of the five auxiliary a r

| Capt. Wenzel, a form~r resident noon and returhed to their hdme fields which have .be.en used in The
|of Hillsboro, Ohis, attended With- Friday night. Accompanying the connection with training at Free- the s
row High School and Cincinnati body .of their son to Clevelund as man Field will be oﬁered. for leasg tion
University in Cincinnati, Ohio. escort ,will be Aviation Cadet for agricultural or grazing pur- Flying
In his youth he travelled and John K%ep. of Elyria, Ohio. /pbses, according to an announce- well F
lived in the woast, at one time Accompanying the body of the ment $y Col. C. L. Hall, division next f
working as a cowboy on a large other cadet killed in the crash— engineer of the Ohio River divis- ian er
ranch in Arizona. Prior to on- John S. Rush, age twenty, of jon, corps of engineers, U. S. placin;
tering the service in 1938, he was Johnson City, Tenn.—will be Ay- Army, at Columbus, O. The flelds In o
associated  with the Cincinnati iation Cadet John Robertson, of to be leased are those at Gram- flow o
Gas and Electric Co. In the or- Akron, Ohio. mer, in Bartholomew county, and quist
Ranizational stages of the field,| A board of quulified officers at Zenas, in Jennjngs county. mation
Capt. Wenzel filled several dif- from Freeman Field is_investigat- Neither was equipped for night comms
ferent positions and_at the time ing the accident. flying. . ceived,
of his departure was adjutant for Release of these fields for agri- Info

cultural purposes was due to the
desire of the government to get
every possible. acre of land not
argently needed for war purposes
into food production, it is stated.
The Army Air Forces have de-
:cided that the Grammer and
LZenas fields will not be needed at
flg time and that the land can

feed for agricultural purposes.

§40 Acres in Each Field.

The two fields each contain a-
bout 640 acres. Of this arpount
approximately $00 acres will be
available for grazing and 140 fo‘r
production of crops. Col. Hall’s
announcement stated that all the
grazing land had received heavy
applications of fertilizer and seed,

gave

consisting of blue grass, rye and Ef

Elo ninet
les';‘):(ele(z}rammer field is located from
about one-half mile south of the Thur
town of Grammer, and the Zenas Ce
field is about two miles west  of oy
the town in Jennings county. 1942

Leases for Three Years.

The land will be leased only to
citizens of the United States, ar'md
rental will be on a cash basxls.
payable quarterly or annually in
advance, depending upon the a-
mount of the rental. Leases will
be made for a period of three
vears, if the farmers desire. Qn
ihe agricultural land, tenants will
be. required to follow a rgason-
able crop rotation program, it was

eratad. Ituis not likely that the
s Hoassibhs
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Freeman Field is considered to
e one of the leading schools of
its type in the Training Command
and has achieved many records.
The Training Command is divid-
ed into three flying training com-
mands — the Western,  Central
and Eastern.

~ Senator Ra

nd E. Willis, of

«Department has ordered Freemun
~Field placed on a temporary, in.
active basis, and The Tribune
carried the first story about the
change Wednesday.

Later in the day Earl Wilson,
representative in Congress from
the Ninth Indiana district, in-
formed The Tribune of the change
giving additional information
which is in line with the an-.
nouncement from Freeman Field
today.

Mr. Wilson’s telegram stated:

“Have just learned that Free-
man Field is soon to be placed
in an inactitve status. Only. per-
sonnel tc remain will be mainten-
ance staff, due to fact that train-
ing programs in this country are
almost complete. Many such in-
stallations are being so classified.

“Use of term inactive status
strongly indicates postwar use of
field. Will advise you further
when other information becomes
available.”
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Freeman Field Will Be
Transferred to ATSC

Announcement has been made by Lt. Gen. Barton K. Youn!
commanding general of the AAF Training Command, with head
quarters at Fort Worth, Texas, that Freeman Field, advanced two
engine pilot school here, will be transferred to the Air Technica
Service Command by March 1. Headquarters for ATSC are a
Wright Field, O.

Colonel E. T. Rundquist, commanding officer at Freeman Field
said it is expected that all military personnel, with the exception o
a few officers, will be transferrea by March 1.

Civilian Personnel.

The colonel said a member of
the staff civilian personnel sec
tion at headquarters of Easter
Flying Training Command, Max
well Field, Ala., will arrive in the
next few days to assist the civil
ian employes in transferring an
placing them in new positions.
In order to help prevent the
flow of rumors, Colonel Rund
quist said, “Any additional infors
mation received will be given the
command as soon as °it is re-
ceived,”

gri- Information is not available
the about. the use of the field by
get ATSC.

not

Field Activated Dec. 1, 1942.

108€Ss
ated. Freeman Field was activated
de- cember 1, 1942, and pilot train-

ing was started March 3, 1943.

ed at Members of the first class, 43-D,
| can received their silver pilot wings
DOSES April 29, 1943, at dual exercises
3 which featured the graduation

and dedication ~«of . the . station.

Colonel Rundquist gave ‘the ‘gra-«
duation address and Brig. Gen.
Bob Nowland who now is thej
commanding general of the Fer-
Hall’s ving Division of the Air Trans-
ort Commiind, but who was then
a wing commander of the EFTC,
gave the dedication address.

Exercises for Class 44-K, the
nineteenth class to be graduated
from Freeman Field, will be held
Thursday, Feb. 1.

Colonel Rundauist came to
Freeman Field early in  October,

Y. 1942, during the construction
- phase cf the nost.” He was the
nly to project omcer and became the
. o commanding officer when the
iaasis. eld was activated.
ally in Freeman Field is considered to
the a- be une of the leading schools of
es will its type in the Training Command
three and has achieved many records. |
e. On The Training Command is divid-
1ts will ed into three flying training com-
— mands — the Western, Central
it was and Eastern.
'at the Senator Ray ond E. WIlllS, of
— 4 il IIIF — (L L LT 4

\Depanmcnt has ordered Freem‘m
Field placed on a temporary, in.
active basis, and The Tribune
carried the first story about the
change Wednesday.

Later in the day Earl Wilson,
representative in Congress from .
the Ninth Indiana district, in-
formed The Tribune of the change
giving additional information |
which is in line with the an-

nouncement from Freeman Field
tndnv
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Last Class At
Freeman Graduates

Col. E. T. Rundquist Delivers
Address—More Than 4,000
Pilots At Freeman During
22 Months Of Operation.

Sounding a warning against
over-optimism in his address to
the members of class 44-K who
Wwere graduated in exercises held
Thursday morning at the post
theatre, Colonel E. T. Rundquist,
commanding officer, said that ev-
eryone - must continue to work
and fight hard for the eventual
defeat of the axis powers. The
class was the nineteenth and las
to be graduated from Freemar
Field.

This was the second class
whom the colone! delivered =&
graduation talk. He addressed
the first class to be graduated
from the field, class 43-D, on
April 29, 1943.

To giveé an idea of the exten-
give training conducted at Frees
man Field during the past twen-
ty-two months, Colonel Rund-
juist said over 4,000 pilots had
been graduated and while in
Jtraining they had flown approxi-

ately 372 957 hours. Based up-
jon a cruising speed of 150 miles
[per hour, 55,943,595 miles have

flown. This mileage is8
to 2,200 times around the

The speaker congratulated the

en upon their performance at

ceman Field and the attain-
ment of their silver pilot wings,
but told them never to stop
learning.

Major James W. Fuller, director
of training and operations, intro-
duced the colonel and presented
the awards and wings. Lt. Louis
Rosenthal, school secretary, ad-
ministered the oath of office.
Chaplain Phillips B. Henderson
pronounced the invocation and
benediction. The Shields high
s8chool band under the direction
of Paul W. Rigsbee, furnished the
music.




gave the dedication address.
;i ses for class 44-K
ass to be

, the
ragluated

Colonel  Rundquis came to
Freeman Field early in October,
1942, during the construction
phase of the post. He was the

project officer and became the.
officer when the

commanding
field was activated.

Freeman Field is considered to
be one of the leading schools of
its type in the Training Com-
mand and has achieved many rec-
ords. The Training Command is
divided into three flying training
command—the Western Central
and Eastern.

v placed first in

sociation, followed by Anderson
and Terre Haute. Napbpanee placed |
first-among volunteer departments |
while Carnegie-Illinois at Gary,
was first in industrial plants. The
Kingsbury plant at LaPorte placed
first Among ordnance plants.
Presentation of the trophy at a
dinner will be made by Governor,
Ralph F. Gates. i
Chief Hutsell, prior to coming,
to Freeman Field to organize the
department in 1942, had been re-
tired since 1940 after serving thir-
ty-six years on the Indianapolis
fire department, working his way
up through all the ranks, after
starting as a substitute fireman.
until he served as chief of the
Indianapolis department. He was‘
first president of the Indiana Firc|

hiefs' Association.

Filling the mle of the new
defunct 705th Army Air Force
POV IPTRR Y s Shiclds

¢ ! SEVmonr, un
the gdivection. of Paul W. Rigslgeec!q
mmisle  surervisor in  the city
schools. will open the last gradua-|
tion ceremonies with the natfonal |
:dnltlhir:, after r\.;rhig}l‘ the invocati~n|

fiven by apl

Prgoorsgiendemm plain pmu(ps!

. Rundquist will be introduc-
ed by Major James W. Fuller, d(;-l
rector of training and operations.
Names of .the graduates will be
announced by Lt. Louis Rosenthal
!sc_hool secretary, and Major Fuller
will present awards and wings.
Fqllowing the oath of office ad-
ministered by Lt  Rosenthal |
Chaplain Henderson will pmnoun-”
ce the benediction, and the pm—‘
imu:_ll.glod with the playing of

v Air LT

;scléc:sl band. " TE by the high
[ -Rundquist has had a -
ful and varied .army career, c:;x-
ing in many canacities at stations
in the United States and Panama
He began his army service as an
aviation cadet in World War I and
his subseruent flying career cloge-
ly parallels the development of
military aviation.

Many parents and friends of
cadet members of the class are
expected to arrive in Seymour for
the graduation ceremony.

— ———
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ATSC To Take
Over Freeman
eld By March 1

Seymour Field To Be Places
On Temporary, Inactive
Basis After February 1
When 19th Class Gradu-
ates. i

Announcement has been made
by Lt. Gen. Barton K. Yount,
commanding general of the AAF
Training Command, with head-
quarters at Fort Worth, Texas,
that Y¥reeman Field, advanced
two-engine pilot school at Sey-
mour, Ind., will be transferred to
the Air Technical Service Com-
mand by March 1. Headquarters
for ATSC are at Wright Field, O.

Senator Raymond E. Willis of
Indiana, announced from Wash-
ington, D. C. Wednesday that the
War Department has ordered
Freeman Field placed on a tem-
porary, inactive basis.

Colonel E. T. . Rundquist, com-
manding officer =»at Freeman
Field said, "It is expected that
all the Military personnel, with
the exception of a few officers,
will be transferred by March 1.”

The colonel said a member of
the staff civilian personnel section
at headquarters of Eastern Fly-

ing Training Command, Maxwell
Fitld, Ala., will arrive in the next
few days to assist the civilian
employees in transferring and
‘placing them in new positions.

In order to help prevent the
flow of rumors, “Colonel Rund-
quist said, “Any additional infor-
mation received will be given the
command as soon as it is receiv-
ed.”

Information is not available
about the use of the field by
ATSC.

Freeman Field was activated
December 1, 1942, and pilot train-
ing was started March 3, 1943,
Members of the first class, 43-D
received their silver pilot wings
April 29, 1943, at dual exercises
which featured the graduation
and dedication of the station.
Colonel Rundquist gave the grad-
uation address and Brig. Gen. Bob
Nowland who now is the com-
manding general of the Ferrying
Division of the Air Transport
Command, but who was then a
wing commander of the EFTC,
gave the dedication address.
Exercises for class 44-K, the
i enth class to be graduated

re 4 Field;«will-be held
day, WGA st

Colonel Rundquist came to
Freeman Field early in October,
1942, during the construction
phase of the post. He was the
project
commanding officer
field was activated.

Frceman Field is considered to
be one of the leading schools of
its type in the Training Com-
mand and has achieved many rec-
ords. The Training Command is
divided into three flying training
command—the Western Central
and Eastern.

when the

officer and became the.

Seymour Tribune
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Freeman Field
Fire Service

Ranks First

Governor to Present
Trophy at Indiana
Fire Chiefs’ Banquet
For Achievement Here

—————— e

=}

The Freeman Field Fire Depart-
ment, of which Jesse A. Hutsell
is chief and which s compo.{éﬂ of
a numbdr cf local civilian mén of
Seymour and vicinity, has been
chosen as the highest ranking fire
department at any military: post
by the Indiana Fire Chlefs’ Asso-
ciation, and will be présented with
a tropbhy at the annual dinner of
the association at the Lincoln-Ho-
tel, Indianapolis, March 8, it was
announced today.

The trophy will bear the names
of Col. E. T. Rundquist, com-
manding officer of Freeman Field;
Major Walter W. Scott, post en-
gincer, and Chief Hutsell, who or-
ganized and trained the depart-
ment and has since directed its
activities under the post engineer
and Col. Rundquist.

Chief Is Lauded.

Notification of the award was
made by Frank L. Orr, business
manager of the association, in a
letter to Mr. Hutsell.

“I am very happy to advise you
that Freeman Field has been
chosen for a vervy high honor in
Fire Prevention and Protection
Activities, due to your able direc-
tion of a progressive and protec-
tive volicv which has gained not
only state but national recognition.
In keeping with the policy I es-
tablished in 1940, the Indiana Fire
Chiefs will award prize trophies
again thig year. . . . "

“As vou will recall, this will be
the second time that the Indiana
Fire Chiefs’ Association have had
an occasion to pay their respect
and esteem to you, in appreciation
for what you have done for the
Fire Service and our Association
in the State of Indiana. Previous-
ly, vou were presented with a
beautiful plaque symbolizing the
constructive  contribution you
made as the First President of
this Association and your continued
unscaish _interest in

b L_p% ec0f_our.aims and
IS E s e '_}

Gary placed first in the municipal
fire department rating by the as-
sociation. followed by Anderson
and Terrc Haute. Navpanee placed
first among volunteer departments
while Carnegie-Illinois at Gary,
was first in industrial plants, The
Kingsbury plant at LaPorte placed
first Among ordnance plants.

Presentation of the trophy at a
dinner will be made by-Governor
Ralph F. Gates.

Chief Hutgell, prior to coming
to Freeman Field to organize the
department in 1942, had been re-
tired since 1940 after serving thir-
ty-six vears on the Indianapolis
fire department, working his way
up through all the ranks, after

starting as a substitute fireman,

il S o g R S S iar ~f A

furthering |

Sqt. E'éed, War Vet.

By Car At Freeman

ecd, age 42, Columbia, New Jer-

tails of the accident were not re-

1944.

=Zrownstown banner
Junuary 31, 1945

(lled When Struck

Freeman Field,—S/Sgt. Leo .J.

was killed about midnight

The name of the driver of the
ar, whp was a soldier, and de-

eased by army authorities.
An overseas returnee, Sergeant
Reed, has been stationed at Free-
an Ficld since November 5,

Colonel E. T. Rundquist stated
at a board of qualified officers
as been appointed to investigate
e accident.

Frowiistosnh Zanner
January 31, 1945

Last Class To
Graduate Feb. 1

At Freemam Field. Seymour
—Col. Rundquist, Com-
. manding Officer Of Field,
To Deliver Address -Jo
Nineteenth Class.

FREEMAN FIELD, Ind.—
JFreeman Field's ninteenth class of
aviation cadets, Class 44-K, will
receive gilver wings and appoint-
ents as flicht officers or com-
missions as second lieutenants at
graduation exercises to be con-
ducted Thursday morning, Feb-
ruarv 1, 1n the post theater.
Col. E. T. Rundquist, commanad-
g officer of Freeman Field, will
'deliver the graduation address a
the exercises which will mark tha
completion of the training of th
last class of pilots at the field u
der the present two-engine school.
Col. Rundquist, believed to be cne
of the few commanding officers
who has onened a ficld of this
type and also has remained in
command at it3 cloge, delivered the
addr&’ when the first class of
cadets” were graduated April 29,
1943, at dual exercises which f&'l-
tured the graduation and- dediga-
tion of the station. i :
Filling the mle of the new
flefinct 705th  Army Air Force
it i i Shields
the direction of Paul W. Rigohee
mugic  surervisar in  the cit\;
.£chools, will onen the last gradva-,
tion ceremonies with the national |
&inltlhgr:' p't:.:’ter l\)vhich the invocati~n |
Bmi“ iy n(.!haplain Philiips ,
i . Rundquist will
ed by Majoqua.mes Wbelc‘iunltlle?-dud(i‘:l
rector of training and operations.
Names of .the graduates will be
announced by Lt. Louis Rogenthal
Pchwl sccretary, and Major F‘ullez"
‘will  present awards and wings,
Following the oath of office ad-
ministered by Lt  Rosenthal |
Chaplain Henderson will pronoun-”
ce the benediction, and the pl-o-l
im\?.ll‘glod with the playing of
;sc)é%bl Band. eeide S b the Ligh
) 1 .Rundquist has had
fi o5, ol sy e
)4 : canaciti
in the United States e:n:t}fat::%r:
He began his army service as an

PR
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Field Officers
Attend Farewell

Relatives of Late Capt.
Freeman, Former
Officers Here at-Fete

Ofﬁcev‘ personnel of Freeman
Fieid, military and civilian guests
from Seymour and ether citieg
were entertained at a y
dance Wednesday night at the Of-
ficers’ Club at the field. The par-
ty was in the nature of a farewell
as the Freeman military personnel
is to be assigned to duty at other
fields in the near future. Among
the guests were several officers
who played a prominent part in
Freeman Field's early history.

About three hundred guests
were presented for the dinner and
later danced to the music of
Belle's Sharps and Flats, popular
dance band from Indianapolis.

Among out-of-town guests for
the occasion were Mrs. Emily
Rundquist, of Harvey, Ill., mother
of Colonel E. T. Rundquist, who
has been the commanding officer
at. Freeman Field since the ﬁeld

was opened two yeam ago Mrs.
F. A. Thompson, of San Antonio,
Texas, mother of Mrs. Rundquist;
Ab and Jim Freeman, of Wina-
mac, Ind., father and brother of
the late Captain Richard Freeman,
for whom Freeman Figld was
named: Lt.-Col. George Weiland,
who was the first officer at Free-
man Field and later executive of-
ficer, and who recently returned
from overseas duty; Lt.-Col. Wil-
liam B. Poe, the first director off
training at Freeman, who is now
air inspector training of the 76th
Flying Training Wing with head-
quarters at Smyrna, Tenn., and
Major John J. Sanduski, director
of helicopter training at Chanute
Field, who formerly held the
same position when the helicop-
ter program was at Freeman
Field.

Among civilian guests were Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Tillman of Wright
Field, Dayton, O., and H. W. Mc-
Kenzie, of Detroit, Mich. Mr.
Tillman and Mr. McKenzie were
connected with construction
phases at the field.

Other jsiting officers were
present from- the Eastern Flying
Training Command headguarters.

JAMES E. GI;I?E
Speakér é{'an appr cxatuf‘ éin-
ner of the Seymour Chamber o
Commerce in honer of administra-
tive officers of Freeman' Field, ta
be held at 6:15 o'clock Thursday
night in the dining room of the
First Methodist Church, will be
James E. Gheen, New York City
sublic relations counselor.
Reservations made for the din-
ner meeting, at which no business
is to be transacted, indicate a
large attendance."
Mr. Gheen, who delighted hig

| audience ut an appreciation dinney

here for manufacturers several
years ago, is outstanding as &
philosophical humorist. A former
reporter, columnist, feature writer,
steel business man for fifteen
vears and later secretary of Chams
bers of Commerce in three -large
New York and Pennsylvania. cities
and the state of Florida, he ‘has
spoken in forty:three -wstates and
Canada in 784 different cities and
towns to all types of aut_iiences. ?
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Febe 3

ormer Officers Here
Visit Freeman Field

Lt. Col. George Weiland and
Major and Mrs. Monty Harris,
formerly of Freeman Field, ar
rived today te visit friends. at the
field.

Lt. Col. Weiland was project
officer before Frecman Field was
activated and was later exccutive
officer until he was sent overseas.
His home is in New York.

Major Harris, post exchange of-
ficer while here, is stationed in
Detroit. His hgme is in Wheel4
ing, W. Va. ==

rogram For
raduation at
‘reeman Field
Col. Rundquist, Who
Gave First Address,

To Deliver Last at
Exercises February 1

Freeman Field’'s nineteenth
class of aviation cadets, Class
44-K, will receive silver wings
and appointments as flight officers
or comrhissioqs as second lieuten-
ants at graduation exercises to be
conducted next Thursday morn-
ing, February 1, in the post thea-
ter. .

Col. E. T. Rundquist, command-
ing officer of Freeman Field, will
fdeliver the graduation address at
he exercises which will mark the
ompletion of the training of the
last class of pilots at the field un-
der the present two-engine school.
Col. Rundquist, believed to be one
of the few commanding officers
who has opened a field of this
type and also has remained in
command at its close, delivered
the address when the first class
of cadets was graduated April 29,
1943 at dual exercises which fea-
tured the graduation and dedica-
tion of the station.

EMields Band to Play.

Filling the role of the now de-
funct 705th Army Air Forces
Band at Freeman, the Shields
High School band, under the di-
rection of Paul W. Rigsbee, music
supervisor in the city schools, will
&uen the last graduation cere-
monie8 with the national anthem,
aftey which the invocation will
bewwiiven by Chaplain Phillip®
Brooks Henderson.

Col. Rundquist will be intro-
duced by Major Jaumes W. Fuller,
director of training and opera-
tions. Names of the graduates
will be announced by, Lt. Louis

Col. Rundquist has had a color-
Jful and varied army career, serv- |
Rosenthal. school secretary, and ] ing in many capacities at stations |
Major Fuller will present awards { in the United States and Panama.
and wings. Following the oath of | He began his army service as an |
office administered by Lt. Rosen- ayiation cadet in World War I and
thal, Chaplain Henderson will his subsequent flying carcer close-
pronounce the benedictiun, and | 1y parallels the development of
the program w|4 1 the military aviation.

plaving of the Army Air Corps|| Many parents and friends "of
sons by the high school band, cedet members of the class are
ekpected ‘to come here for the
[Eré®wation ceremony.
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Graduated Here

Major Kilgore Is
Speaker at Exercises
At Freeman Field

a shoulder bouquet of Talisman
roses completed her costume.
Immedigtely following the serv-
ice the young couple received
their friends in the chapel foyer.
Later in the afternoon Flight
Officer McKain and his bride left
. [for a wedding trip. The bride
an s« |traveled in a two piece black Members of Class 43-1 were
velvet frock having a pink bow raduated at exercises held
tie and .matching buttons with reeman Field at 11 o'clock this
rhinestone accent. Her accessor- norning.
ride, who was :ies, which were black, included : :
by her father, |a velvet calot, and her flowers :IM‘:JeorN{gthAif.{I;‘EO(;!;, in North
bridal gown ol |were Belmont gardenias. Africa, was the graduation speak-
jersey, a street Out-of-town guests here for the er
gned with low {wedding included Mr. and Mrs. ;
eves and gath- |[Mann, parents of the bride, He told the men 'they can
I by self stitch.- [Freetown; Mr. and Mrs. Leroy ssurecd ?hat they w:ll' have
| 'Knife pleatid |Mann, Franklin: Mrs. David Kysar, ﬂnest,;hlps and fighting .
)ldg and in her !Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. Martin mept;a'vmlgble CTED U8y (3 Bl
vhite satin rib- |Schneider, aunt and uncle of the Bctive service, and urged each of
a white prayer | bridegroom, Mr. and Mrs. George them to accept his individual as-
shoulde? was u !Grindsteff, Columbus: Cpl. and signment iy G Bl aditg
in Beauty rose- | Mrs. Oren F. Shade, Camp Crow- With a
o der, Neosho, Mo., formerly of He pointed out that
7@ Seymour; Mr. and Mrs. Charles
%’;‘::)S:f;gi “tl:: Lower, Miss Helen Crackenbush,
blue velpet, a Newark, N. J.; Miss Willie Minor,
having a° white Anderson, "dnd.,, and - Warren
ong sleeves. A Buher, Bedford.
. gard¥nias and Among those who entertained
e gift of the for the popular young couple
er smart en- |Were the bride's brother-in-law
and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Meredith
Wineinger, who were hosts at the

ss Alverda pridal breakfast this morning in
d, sister of the |their home on West Fourth street. with a feeling that as long as they

| lwo piece en- |Covers were laid for members of 9y they will be learning.

velvet, the immediate families and the Amodng the men graduating tod
h neckline and |pridal party. . William K. ‘McKain, of
iy white lace| Mrs, McKain is a graduate of the Cortland wvicinity, Avest of
e front of the|ghields high school and is a Seymour. He is the first Jackson
hair she wore | prominent member of the First gounty man to receiye his ad-
er corsage also | Methodist Church, where she is vance iwo engine pilat's training
denias and her |secretary. of the evening group of at Freeman Field.

bracelet, the jthe Woman's Society’ of Chriss The 405th A

tian Service. 3
linor of Bluff-| Flight -officer McKain, a gradu {;lz::](;a(:?::;d At:t‘;:em
ttached to iheate of Cortland high school, served the invocation was given by Chap
field, served as |for a year and a half with th lain Phillips B. Henderson
1t officer Mec- [U. S. Air Forces in the Panami 3 ’ ’
ide’s brothen, |Canal Zone and while there wa
“ranklin, Ind., |accepted as an aviation cadet and]
taff of Colum- |returned here for training. Hz
took his preflight training at

er of the bride (Maxwell Field, Ala; his primary
hter's wedding,at Avon Park, Fla., and his basi¢

crepe dress jat Cochran Field. Ga.
re a black feli
ge yellow

music before
emony.

combat

service, some

signed to posts as intructors or to

other posts

vointed out that these

just as

the controls of the fighting ships.
He pointed out that the trainir:g

received by fliers in this country

is the bgst possible, and

them to

ing officer of the fleld, introduced

and Major
commandant ot
administered the {

office.

A, McGuirs
#nve the  benediction, and the
band closed the program with the
A rmy Air Corps ‘'song.

mother, Mrs
n -énsemble i
k felt hat and




a shoulder bouqiet of Talisman

roses completed her costume.
Immediately following the serv-
; ice the young couple received
Tribune their friends in the chapel foyer|
Later in the afternoon Flight
Officer McKain and his bride lef:

Ifor a wedding trip. The bndd

+ (traveled in a two piece black
befor'e,t

velvet frock having a pink bow
tie and .matching buttons with
rhinestone accent. Her accessor-
who was ries, which were black, include
a velvet calot, and her flower:

d;l gown ol |were Belmont gardenias.
silk jersey, a street| Out-of-town guests here for thsg
, -dbsigned with low |wedding included Mr. and Mrs
s and gath- {Mann, parents of the bride|
arked by self stitch- |Freetown; Mr. and Mrs. Lerow
The graceful kml‘e pleat—d IMann. Franklin: Mrs. David Kysar|
Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. Martin
received hair she wdre a white satin rib- 1Schneider, aunt and uncle of th
ried a whn,e prayer [bridegroom, Mr. and Mrs. George
ner shoulder was a{Grindstaff, Columbus; Cpl. and
Mrs. Oren F. Shade, Camp Crow
der, Neosho, Mo., formerly o
Seymour; Mr. and Mrs. Charle:
Lower, Miss Helen Crackenbush|
Newark, N. J.; Miss Willie Minor|
Anderson, d4dnd., and - Warren

A Buher, Bedford.

Among those who entertained
for the popular young coupl?
were the bride’s brother-in-law
and sister, Mr. and Mrs. Meredith

) Wineinger, who were hosts at thqg
which bridal breakfast this morning i
their home on West Fourth street
Covers were laid for members ol
the immediate families and the
high neckline and |pridal party.
Tiny white lace| Mrs. McKain is a graduat: o
high school and is =«
bodice and in her hair she wore | prominent member of the Firs
flower. Her corsage ulso {Methodist Church, where she is’

She was
a
a

secretary. of the evening group of
'the Woman's Saciety of Chrisy
tian
Flight officer McKain, gradu-[
ate of Cortland high school, serveil
for a year with thi
U Forces the Panam:
Canal Zone and while there wa
accepted as an aviation cadet an
returnad here for training. Hs
ttook his preflight training at
Maxwell Field, Ala; his primary
wcddmg at Avon Palk Fla.. and his basic

Aactive se
them to




TREAT i rueunt visitor to Freeman Ficld 'S 0CCZ510
isit other ficlds in the commwnd siid rceeoently,*"I um lways h.ppy
‘to come to Freem:n Ficld. I hwe nuver been .ny pl.co whire one- feels
more welecomes The spirit here of 111 the personnel is wondurful
One¢ thing in pirtieulur I h.ve noticed is the wyy the men and women of
Freem-n t ke dvant.oge of thiir privilege nd stlute. Jwuys have
to keep on the .lert here so thit I won't miss uny s.lutes."

R
VN) se e ’

)\\[J,\\ .
’\\/// ‘\// Q
V74 B N N
/Ny

“Oh, oh! It's that tough Colonel! Just pretend we
don’t see him!”
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| Who Helped Build New NCO Club_

Words which we put here could
thardly begin to describe the new| (o) E. T. Rundquist and Ma-
NCO club which will open to-lior George Weiland are also a-
morrow night. The invitad guest mong those who must be remem-
and member entering the build-|,ered when the votes of appreci-
ing will marvel at the spacious-j\tion and thanks are given, fo
mess of the interior—the color ,,th thess officers have closely
scheme of a stained wainscoating. sllowed and aided the members
and painted upper walls and ceil- )¢ the club from the beginning
ing—the homelike atmosphere; y\nother officer, to whom the’ or-
created by the indirect lighting— «apjzation owes a debt of grati-
the L. shaped bar—the polished ,de is Capt. John Lucas, post
dance floor—the wood burning ‘nginecring officer, who supplied
fireplace  and the rich lookingly,ch of the building material
draperies. sed on the structure.

Behind this finished product Sundberg Active
lie months of effort and hard Without its strongest booste:
work on the part of many men the club as it stands today, woula

lland women who have unselfishlyl AF have TOME T being. This
given of their time and moneym.n s W|O Edward P. Sundberg:

Foremost among these are thdomcer in charge of the non-com.
men who actually did the build4missioned officers club. Mr. Sund
ing. These men, under the direc-

~berg, incidentally, celebrates hi

Officers’ Help Appreciated

tion of M'Sgt. Leslie M. Nestor pirthday and third wedding anni
have been on the job for bette'iv.ersary October 2. As the club

and expect Wifirst secretary-treasurer, he was

{than two months

|
|further reward than the knOW]‘responsible for laying the ground
?dge that they have done a goodwork in making the organizatio
job. |a strong, growing one. It couls
Artisians  all, they “beggedibe said that Mr. Sundberg watch
borrowed or stole” to bring th ed” every nail that was put int
job to a successful conclusionfthe new building—for it was he
M'Sgt. Leslie M. Nestor, a veters§hat helped draw the origina
mn on the construction of twdplans for the building and saw
other clubs, was an exactingihem carried out.

taskmaster. He insisted that the| Lastly, but not least, to be com-
men working with him give just| | 5.0 are the women' of the
e D than. e b""St—a"dll’si-lota-Xi sorority in Seymour
the ~results justify the means! po have furnished and added
The men who built the club took ) finishing touches to th2 inte-
pride in their work and it is tolrior. Improvising curtains here,
Hierthat "."9 membe?rs of thel, g adding draperies there they
club must give a rousing vote of have provided that *“woman’s
thanks. The men who have bee touch” to  make the club more
LONGtheRlobitare 1Szt W_xlliam S. than four walls and a ceiling.
'Rapdal], 447th; Sgt.  Willlam D. Headed by Mrs. Karl T. Nessler
Bhields, 1080th; Cpl. Harold N. they are continuing their work
Stommen, 1079th; Cpl. Lee Wal-| 4 raising funds for more fur-
lis, 447th; Sgt. Charles A. Pou- nishings to make it more home-
auette, 1080th; Sgt. Roland ROb'llike Members of the group who
erts, 35th; Sgt. Ernest Jannarone, are .\vorkin 2 with Mrs, Nessler are
#06th; Sgt. Harold Watts, 466th;]Mrs. Harold Graessle, Mrs. Gor-
Pyt William W. Thompson/jo. "shive chairman of the fi-
447th; Put. Jerry M. Van Ness nance committee, Mrs. Harold
I“th; and Pvt.  Stanley ward‘.l{all, Mrs. Lynn Faulkconer, Mrs.
St 1, Ralph Thompson, Mrs. W. L.
jurface, Mrs. George Laupus,
Mrs. Durbin Day, Mrs. John H.
onner, Mrs. Don Mills Bollinger

and Mrs., Burton Swain.




Colonel E. T. Rundquist, com=
manding officer of Freeman Army
Air Field, and his family celebrat=
an anniversary Monday. They!
Rrrived in Seymour one Yyear ago
Dctober 4

rribune -
'5_Qetober 1943

Col. Rundquist Completes Year
At Freeman Army Air Field

*

In-gcommenting on his one-yea:
at Freeman, Colonel Rundquist
sa§q he wished to thank all of the
personnel at the field, civilians ag
well .as military, for. their excels-
lent cooperation and untiring+ét:

forts to make Freeman' Field ond
of the best in the country.

“} particularly want to ‘thanig
the people of Seymour for’ tha
help they have given us,” he sad.
“The work individuals and groups
have done has been of inestimabli
value, and we want them fo kno
we appreciate their cooperation.
have heard many comments from
our people on the excellent treat
ment they have receivd in Sey-
mour. Through tha close coope:s-«
tion of the citizens of Seymou
and Jackson county, with the pers
sonnel of Freeman Field, we can
do our part in helping to win tha
war.”

Prior to _his_ assignment _at
f?’icman, Colonel Rungqms'. wad
commanding officer of the Army
: . Air Forces Detachment at Edece
: wood Arsenal, Md. Much of hu
‘BUNDQUIST colorful and interesting military

At the time Colonel Rundquist life has been sbent in Panama.
was on leave status after report | cglonel-and Mrs. Rundquist and
ing to headquarters at Maxweilitheir family have made many
Field, Alabama. He took active,friends in southern Indiana. Song
control as project officer atiFree- igoward and Peter are students
man Field October 14, relieving |5+ Shiclds High School where
Major George Weiland who be- [fgoward is a member of the foots
came assistant project officer anc |pail team. A daughter, ~ Mary
is now executive officer. Colonel Ig1jen will be a year old in Janu-
Rundquist became the command-{.., °
ing officer when the fleld was
activated in December.

Progress and achievement have
arked the command of Colonel
Rundquist. The field is consid-
ered to be one o fthe best in the
astern Flying Training Com-
fmand and has established -pecords
many departments.

Since the beginning of pilot
raining in March, six classes ot
Bmviation cadets have been gradl-
ated. Many of the graduates are
now serving in theaters of opera-
kion.

Always. cognizant of the wel-
fare of his personnel, Colone!
Rundquist has provided oppor-
tunities for them to study. to im-
prove themselves physically and
to have wholesgme entertainment.

The field has gained a wide
reputation for its neat and order-
ly appearance, and guests nave
commended on the hospitality
they have received at the field.

Perhaps one of the most signifi-
cant achievements is the morile
bf the personnel. Officers, cadets
and enlisted ‘men.and women are
unanimoeus - in their praise of Free-

maqg Field; and. Seypour:
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Ind., 3.—Double talk? No, but one® bit of humoar so émportant in the daily “diet.,”
decipher the | Crepes Suzctte definitely are not on this menu,
mess hall at{ but what else isn't? Translated. the Wac jargon

Air Field. And sometimes ‘it even | reads, top to bottom: roast hecf. potatoes with
parsicy, peas, salad, bread and butter, ice cream
and cookies and hot cocoa.



'mﬁm BUNE
7 Januarv 1944

Mary Ellen Rundquist
To Have First Birthday

Saturday will be a red letter
day for little Mary Ellen Rund-
quist, who will observe hep tirst
birthday anniversary,

Mary Ellen, daughter of Col.

E.. T. Rundquist, commanding
officer at Freeman Field, and
Mrs. Rundquist, was born at
Fort Sam Houston hospital, Sun
Antonio, Texas, where M{:
Rundquist had been  residl
with her mother, Mrs, F. A,
‘Thompson, and Major Thomp-
son, U. S. Army retired.
‘ Mary Ellen, who will celebrate
.thc occasion at a family gother-
ing, was the rst buby born to
the family of sn officer stationed
at Freeman.




nights, officers, their wives and
guests mect for dancing or in-
formal parties.

Doctors Guard Health.

Then there is the theater, new-
est addition to the field, with its
modern sound equipment, and the
hospital, where white robed doc-
tors and nurses keep a watchful
eye on the health of their mili-
tary patients.

Row after row of portable bar-
racks buildings spell “home” to
enlisted men and cadets for the
duration of their stay at Freeman,
and they keep their “four by
four” rooms in spotless order; in-
surance against that dreaded
weekly inspection.

Near one end of the field are
the sub-depot warehouses, where
airplane parts and accessories and
office supplies are “filed” away in
bins, awaiting requisition. The|
girls who man the bins learn to
be dexterious, for they do quite a
bit of climbihg about among the
shelves.

Like a silent sentinel, the oper-
ations tower stands guard over all
the fleld, guiding the cadets to a
happy landing.

YU UR L
[ -
d Fiel
he laundr
nt word.
Field Is A City.
eman  FieW, through the
of an Army wife who hag
ittle experience in military
s-like a separate city with
0 white steepled chapels, its
rs and broad expanse of
ys. The drone of the silver
d twin-engine planes, land-
1d taking off, is like music
ears after a week or so on
1d, and the handsome, clear-
cadets who fly them inspire
ith even greater confidence
s grand land of ours.
Officers’ club, where the
fficers convene during lunch
-and after work, is an at-

tractive room, with comfortable | When George Washington be-
'lounge chairs, tables for cards and {came president of the United
a pool table. Here,on Saturday |States, the nation had no navy.




!COI. .Rllnd ]
Is Head of

Freeman Field

Veteran Army
Man Commanding

Officer at Twin-En-
gine Training School

A veteran Army man, Colonel E.
T. Rundquist, who has had many
colorful and varied experiences,
is the commanding officer of Free-
man Army Air Field, scene of a
dual ceremony this morning—the
dedication of the fleld and the
| graduation of the first class of a-
viation cadets.

Colonel Rundquist’s Army ca-
reer has been packed with years
of study, training and command,
| which well qualify him to guide
the destinies of Freeman Army
| Air Field. Because of his untiring
energy and insatiable interest,
| Colonel Rundauist is familiar with
the most minute details of his
command.

Charge of All Departments.

As commanding officer, all de-
partments and divisions of the
post are under his direct super-
vision. One of his main responsi-
| bilities is the pilot training pro-
gram which is the chief function
of Freeman Field.

Colonel Rundquist is keenly
aware of the welfare of the per-
sonnel of his command. In leisure
hours choice entertainment is
provided for the men, featuring
USO shows, motion pictures,
dances and athletics. Under his
guidance and participation a com-
plete sports program has been or-
gainzed with an emphasis on inter-
group and inter-squadron compe-
tition, stressing rough body con-
tact.

COL. E. T. RUNDQUIST




"' ~ Begins Flying in 1910
' He began his Army se ay
an aviation cadet mit ﬁrst
World War. He took his ground
school training at the University
of Illinois, his alma mater, in
May, 1918, and received his first
flight training the same year at
Carruthers Field, Texas. On com-
pletion of flying training he was
rated a Reserve . Military Avia-
tor. In 1919 he became a member:
of the Air Service Reserve and
wis rated Junior Airplane Pilot.
He remained on reserve statug
until 1924, when he joined the
Regular Army as a second lieu-)
tenant.
Career Parallels Air Development

His flying career closely par-
allels the development of Army
aviation. In 1924 and 1925 he was
a student first at Brooks Field
and then at Kelly Field, Texas.
After completing his pilot train-
ing, he was rated an airplane pilot
and became assistant operations
officer and Air Corps supply offi-
cer at Langley Field where he re-
mained until 1927. His next move
was back to Kelly Field as as-
sistant post engineering officer
from 1927 to 1931.

Subsequent assignments and
duties were France Field, Pana-
ma, tactical -officer, 193! to 1934;
Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kan-
sas, operations officer, 1934 to
1938; Kelly Field, Texas, com-
manding officer, of 61lst School
Squadron, 1938 to 1939; France
Field, operations officer 1939 to
1841; Howard Field, Panama,
operations officer and administra-
‘luve inspector, August to Decem-
(ber, 19¢1; Edgewood Arsenal,
Maryland, commanding officer of
the Army Air Forces Detach-
ment, December, 1941 to October
| 1942. During these periods he ad-
vanced through Senjor Pilot to
Command Pilot and Combat Ob-
| server.

Colonel Rundquist was assigned
! to Frceman Army Air Field, Oc-
tober 14, 1942, when it was in
the formative stage of develop-
ment. Before the field was acti-

vated ne was the project officer.
He became the commanding offi-
| cer December 1, when the field
| was activated. l
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First Class of Cadets

Graduated From School /%

High-Ranking Officials Are Present to Tuke Part

in Ceremony—Visitors Are Admitted To Field |}

During “Open House” Period

The vanguard of a crowd of
several thousand people thronged
into Freeman Army Air Field at
8 o'clock this morning when the
gates of the new airport were
thrown open to the public for the
first time in connection with the
graduation of the first class of
aviation cadets and the formal
dedication of the field.

With the actual ceremony start-
ing at 10 o’clock this morning,
high® ranking army officials as
well as leaders in civilian life
were among those present.

Brig.-Gen. Bob E. Nowland,
commanding goeneral of the 28th
Army Air Forces Flying Training
Wing, was present to deliver the
dedication address, and Col. E. T.
Rundquist, commanding officer of
the field, delivered the graduation
address to the members of the
¢lass.

family. Mr. Freeman was intro-
duced during the program.

Included in Mr. Freeman’s
party which came here for the
ceremony were the following in
addition to himself:

Mr. and Mrs. James Freeman,
of Winamac; Captatn and Mrs.
Robert Cissel, of Cincinnati; Mrs.
Henry Shank and uner daughter,
Grace, and son, the Rev. Bernard
Freeman, of Michigan City; The
Rev. Fred Rothmel, of St. Johns,
Ind.,, and Miss Anne Murray,
secretary to Mr. Freeman.

Special guards were posted both
on the airport and on highways
leading to the field te direct traffic
and provide information service
for the visitors. Other guards
were on duty in the downtown
section of the city. The regular

guard_squadron at the field was|

augmented by state and city po-
lice and members of the Sey-
mour, civilian defense auxiliary

Brig.-Gen. Bob E. Nowland, left, is shown being greected at
‘Freeman Army Air Field by Col. E. T. Rundquist, commanding of-
ficer of the field, when Gen. Nowland visited the fleld rccently.




Field Here
Honors Capt.
R.S. Freeman

Advanced Twin Engine
School Bears Name of
Famed Pilot of “Fly-
ing Laboratory”

Capt. Richard S. Freeman,
whose tragic death in the crash
of his “flving laboratory” near
Lovelock, Nev., early in the war
cut short a brilliant flying career,
lives again in the hearts of his
counirymen, where his memory has
been commemorated at Freeman
Army Air Field.

Father Lives at Winamac

Captain Freeman, son of Ab
Freeman of Winamac, Ind., gain-
ed fame for his ‘“mercy flights”
to Chile, when he and other
members of a B-15 bomber crew
carried 3,250 pounds of serum
and antiseptics to earthquake suf-
ferers. Flying 4,933 miles through
bad weather and darkness, the
ship reached Santiago, the capital
of Chile, in record time, with its
precious cargo of vaccines and
other Red Cross supplies arriving
intact. In recaognition of this feat
Captain Freeman and his crew
were awarded the Mackay trophy
by the War Department for the
most outstanding flight in that
year.

Pioneered In Alaska

Winner of many honors, Cap-
tain Freeman also pioneered the
Alaskan skyways, where he con-
ducted winter flying experiments
at Ladd Field, Fairbanks. As
commander of the 36th Bom-
bardment Squadron, Captain
Freeman and his *flying labora-
tory” aides paved the way for

i




which followed them into the
frozen wastes to establish a pow-
erful air force.

Taking off Sept. 27, 1940 from
Tacoma, Washington, Captain
Freeman flew 1,607 miles non-
stop, his crew including five
pilots, 24 mechanics and radio
operators. Two four-motored Boe-
ing bombers carried the fliers
northward, the huge warbirds
bearing the insignia of a polar
bear clutching a bomb.

Pilot for Diplomacy

Captain Freeman participated
in the Good Will mass flight of
B-17 Flying Fortresses to Buenos
Aires in February, 1938, for the
inauguration of President Ortiz,
and also piloted a B-17 bomber
from Miami to Bogota, Colombia
in August, 1938 ‘to greet Dr.
Eduardo Santos, chosen president
of Colombia.

Awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross for meritorious serv-
ice in flying, Captain Freeman
flew with General Henry H. Arn-
old on a mass flight of 10 Martin
| bombers from  Washington to
Fairbanks, Alaska, and was a
member of a crew flying a B-17
in filming the movie, “Test
Pilot.”

While stationed at Fort Shaf-
ter, T. H, he flew on a now his-
toric flight of an Army Air
squadron to the leper colony, a-
cross the Kaiwi channel to Molo-
kai, from whence the remains of
Father Damien, founder of the
colony, were taken to be placed
on a transport vessel and sent to




his native Belgium.

Pioneer of low temperature
and high altitude flying, he had
6.000 hours flying to his credit.
An expert command pilot, bom-
bardier and navigator, he wasi
proclaimed by Army and govern-
ment officials as “one of the U. S,
Army’s finest and most expert
Flying Fortress pilots.”

A graduate of Winamac hxgh
school, Captain Freeman attend-

i-'i

CAPTAIN FREEMAN

ed Notre Dame University for one
year, later going to the United
States Military Academy at West
Point, where he starred in foot-
ball and basketball. Captain Free-
man was graduated from Brooks,
Kelly and Langley fields, and
later was assigned to duty ‘as one
of the pioneers of the Army air
mail service.



Wife of Commanding Offieé
Was Born on An Army Post

Born on an Army post, the
daughter of a colonel, Mrs. E. T.
Rundquist, wife of the command-
ing officer at Freeman Army Air
Field, literally has grown up in
the Army.

The colonel’s lady is descended
from a long line of Army ances-
tors. Her grandfathers fought in
the Civil war, and her father,
Col. J. H. Lewis, retired, of San
Diego, Calif., is a veteran of two
wars. {He served with Gen. John
J. Pershing during the Mexican
encounter, and fought in the
Spanish-American foray. During
World War one, he was stationed
at Camp Meade, Md.

Mrs.sRundquist Widely Travelled.

Mrs. Rundquist has seen a fair-
sized corner of the globe through
the eyes of the Army, migrating
from her birthplace on the now-
abandoned Indian post of Fort
Wingate, N. M., to stations both
east and west, north and south.
She has lived in the Philippines.
Honolulu, Australia and Panama,
and, with Colonel Rundquist,
sailed from Panama on that fate-

their ship following a zig-zag
course because of the possibility
of prowling Axis submarines.

Her formal education, because
of numerous changes of station,
was of necessity acquired from,
as she puts it, more schools than
she can count or remember. She

in both San Francisco and New
York, later going to Sydney, Aus-
tralia, as a stylist.

Has Artistic Tastes.

As Army wife and mother, her
flair for the artistic finds expres-
sion in creating a home, no mat-
ter where the Rundquists roam.
‘She - has worked miracles with
their present home on the field,
and already it has that enviable
“lived in” look. The combination
living-dining room is painted a
soft sage green, a striking con-
trast to thick pile Chinese rugs in
burgundy shade. Hardy ivy plants
trail over the white brick fire-
place, and the draperies pick up
the sage green of the walls and
the warm red of the rugs.

Incidentally, if
could talk, they’'d have some
mighty exciting tales to tell, for
they were purchased in Panama
a year ago by Mrs. Rundquist’s
brother, Lieut. Hugh H. Lewis,
commander of a submarine.
Lieutenant Lewis stowed them a-
way in his locker aboard ship,
where they remained through
seven or eight major sea battles
before he reached a port from
where he could mail them.

ose draperies

No Rank Among the Women.

Mrs. Rundquist is a firm be-
believer in the premise that wo-
men have no rank in the Army,
and proves it by her democratic

attitude, which has made her so|

popular at Freeman Field. An
Army wife’s first obligation is to
her home, she contends, and she
should be able to make a home

ful Dec. 7, bound for the States:| permanent possessions, plus

later worked as a fashion model jlight

ed and under an?.c-tiumstancés.
The young iwoman, to whom
Army life is yet new, would do
well to borrow (Mrs. Rundquist’s
recipe for Army housekeeping—
building a home around a few
in-
genuity.

The Rundquist children, like
their parents, have lived in many
states. Howard, the eldest, is 17,

and was born in San Raphael,

Calify Peter, 13 years, and Mary
Ellen, four months (the darling of
the family) both saw the first
of day in San Antonio,
where DMrs. Rundquist’s mother,

rs. F. A. Thompson, wife of Ma-
retired, now lives.

jor Thompson,

wherever her husband is station-
‘ s

1
i




LOCA

Chronological
Review of Its
History Traced

Files of Daily
Tribune Since April
1, 1942 Tell Highly !

Interesting Story

Prior to April 1, 1942, the
people of Seymour and Jackson
county had no intimation that any
kind of a government project in |
this area was under considera-
tion. On that date the first inspec-
tion was made of sites in this
vicinity with the view of locat-
ing a flight training center. From
then on events moved rapidly,
other inspections were made, sur-
vey parties moved in and thirty-
six days later announcement was
made ‘officially that a training
school would be located here.

The tract which now comprises
Freeman Field, at that time, was
fertile” farm land, highly im-
proved, and regarded as one of
the most productive areas in
Jackson county.

The rapidity with which con-
struction work progressed togeth-
er with the many changes which
came to the community as a re-
sult of the training center, are
shown in a chronological review
of events compiled from the files
of the Seymour Daily Tribune
from April 1, 1942 until the end
of the year, a month after the
Field was activated: i

April 1942

April 1—Small group of army
officers came here unannounced
in a plane on an inspection trip
of several sites in Southern Indi-
ana, looking towards the selec-
tion of u favorable location for a
flight training center.

April 6—Col. W. A. Maxwell
and party of officers, members of
a site board, inspected the airport
location. Col. Maxwell met with
farmers at the Farmers’' Club and
explained the procedure to be fol-
lowed in acqunring the ground, if
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’ suaicgically so there would be
- no lost motion and precious time
-".:;hen the training program start-
- ed. X
Obstacles which would have
peen insurmountable to builders
ina former era proved to be just
n}teresting problems to the en-
gineers and contractors. Exam-
ples of ‘their_science are the rib-
bons of smooth rufiways, aprons
and taxiways which- . -
an intricate geometrical design.
Colonel Rundquist Arrjves.

Early in October, Colonel E. T.
Rundquist who was to become
commanding officer, arrived with a
skeleton stafl of officers. Before the
field was activated he was the
project officer and supervised the
final stages of the construction
program.

The field was officially activat-
ed December 1, and the Stars and
Stripes were raised for the first
time at post headquarters. Troops
arrived at the field a few days
later and the area started to bus-
tle with activity. During the first
few weeks the  soldiers were
kept busy with squadron duties.

Additional men and officers
reported in to the fleld at frequent
intervals and were soon welded
into the organization of the post
which has developed a friendly
cooperative spirit, a spirit that is
becoming a legend.

Squadrons Keen Rivals.

Soon after their arrival at the
field, the squadrons entered a
keen competition for the efli-
ciency award presented weekly
to the squadron with the best
record for the week. Ratings are
made on cleanliness of the squad-
ron area and barracks, military
courtesy of the men, etc.

Provision was made for the
leisure hours of the enlisted men.
USO clubs for white and colored
soldiers were opened in Seymour
and an NCO club was organized
at the field.

The religious life of the mili-
tary personnel has been well pro-
vided for on the post. Services
for Protestants, Catholics and
Jews have been held regularly
since the field was activated.
Churches in Seymour encourage
military personnel to attend then
services.

A small building near the Or-
ficers’ Mess building was made
available for the recreation of
the officers. Later the ‘club”
was moved to the Officers Mess
hall. Dances, card parties and
informal  get-togethers provide
most of the entertainment.

Cadet Class Arrives.

By March 1, when the initial
class of cadets, 43-D, arrived, the
field was functioning smoothly.
All of the various departments
were synchronized to  operate
efficiently. The first flight a
cadet from the field was de

(continued on page 2 col ’
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Mode;l;jj(]ity”
Springs up in
Just A Year

Careful Planning
And Hard Work
Wrought Change in
Few Short Months

Gently rolling Indiana farm
land that once grew abundant
corn crops is now producing
“bumper crops” of pilots and
technicians. The transformation
from a pastoral scene to one
alive with the activities of a
twin-engine advanced training
school was accomplished in a few|
months by careful planning and|
hard work.

Starting April 11, 1942, a pre-
liminary topographic survey was
made of the site where the field
is located, and official announce-
ment that the area had been
selected for the field was made
May 6, 1942. The first building
contracts were let the latter part
of . June and the contractors
moved in within the next few
days. With the contractors came
scores of workmen from many
sections of the country.

Army City Is Modern,

From the united efforts of the
civilian army, a city for an army
of air corps personnel sprang up,
a city complete with the utilities
and services of a modern com-
munity. Almost immediately
warehouses, barracks, mess halls,
and other buildings began to
take form. The city was planned
to utilize every square foot ot
the area. Buildings were placed
strategically so there would be
no lost motion and precious time
when the training program start-
ed.

Obstacles which would have
been insurmountable to builders
in a former era proved to be just
interesting problems to the en-
gineers and contractors. Exam-
ples of ‘their science :re the rib-
bons of smoofR Taftways, aprons,
and taxiways which -
an intricate geometrical design.

Colonel Rundquist Arrives.

Early in October, Colonel E. T’i
Rundquist who was to becpme
commanding officer, arrived with a
skeleton staff of officers. Before the
fleld was activated he was the
project officer and supervised ?he
final stages of the construction

ram.

prgie field was officially activat-
ed December 1, and the Stars and
Stripes were raised for the first
time at post headquarters. Troops
arrived at the fleld a few days
later and the area started to bus-
tle with activity. During the first
few weeks the  soldiers 'were
kept busy with squadron duties.

Additional men and officers
reported in to the field at frequent
intervals and were soon welded
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Imt‘m ;‘Wvlfe Writes of-
lmpresslons of City and Fu,l

(Editor's Note: The following|and the laundly
impression of Seymour and Free- pleasant word.
man Army Air Field is written by .. Field Is A City.
 the wife of a lieutenant who is‘ Freeman FieH, t‘hrough the
stationed at the fleld. The writer| V¢S 9t‘ N Alm_y w1fg \'.'h.o' 23
. had little experience in military

is employed at the fleld.) life, is like a separate city with
3 B its two white steepled chapels, its
Born a Buckeye, 1 guess 1 was hangars and broad expanse of

just a htftle reluctidnt to move t0' 1 ways. The drone of the silver
Indiana from Ohio, but when my| winged twin-engine planes, land-

second lieutenant husband was:
stationed here, I was glad he wWas |y, {he ears after a week or so on

stationed at Seymour. the field, and the handsome, clear-
Since moving here I have|eyed cadets who fly them inspire
learned .that the town grows Onlyou with even greater confidence
one. There is a friendly spmtlm this grand land of ours.
whxch is contagious, and it doesn’t The Officers’ club, where the
s with the townspeople. Even
t who render personal serv-
he butcher, the baker, the

ing and taking off, is like music

post officers convene during lunch
hour—and after work, is an at-

.who deliver the newspaper
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tractive room, with comfortable
lounge chairs, tables for cards and
a pool table. Here,ron Saturday




, “officers, their wives and
s meet for dancing or in-
formal parties.

Doctors Guard Health.

Then there is the theater, new-
est addition to the field, with its
modern sound equipment, and the
hospital, where white robed doc-
tors and nurses keep a watchful
cye on the health of their mili-
tary patients.

Row after row of portable bar-
racks buildings spell “home” to
enlisted men and cadets for the
duration of their stay at Freeman,
and they keep their “four by
four” rooms in spotless order; in-
surance against that dreaded
weekly inspection.

Near one end of the field are
the sub-depot warehouses, where
airplane parts and accessories and
oifice supplies are ‘filed” away in
bins, awaiting requisition. The
girls who man the bins learn to
be dexterious, for they do quite a
bit of climbihg about among the |
shelves. |

Like a silent sentinel, the oper-
ations tower stands guard over all
the field, guiding the cadets to a
[happy landing.







Visitors Find Many Changes As

They Look Around

Southern Indianans rubbed the
sleep irom their eyes, blinked
hard and gasped, almost to the
man. “Why, I remember when
this was all farmland, and not so
very long ago, either,” was the
comment heard this morning at
the dedication-graduation exer-
cises at Freeman Army Air Field.

The arrival of troops, the rum-
ble of olive drab trucks along the
streets, crowded restaurants, a
housing shortage and the roar
of twin-engine ships all have made
Seymcur conscious that the Army
has taken over. Until today, how-
ever, what went on behind the
backs of the MP's who guard the
gates to the fleld was a compara-
tive mystery.

“Open house” at Freeman Field
upenced the eyes of many an old

i

Airport Area

timer around Seymour, and thou-
sands of residents of this city, as
well as, Reddington, Medora,
Cortland, Vallonia, Freetown,
Crothersville and Brownstown
trekked to the air base for the
dedication and first cadet gradua-
tion. Many visitors from near-
by counties also were here.

A man from Reddington, who
always has had a hankering to
take a ride in *“one of them carn-
sarned airplanes” was on hand
for the ceremonies, but he didn’t
hear much of what went on, so
interested was he in inspecting
the twin engine jobs.. .

A woman from Medora, was
shown the house where Col. E.
T. Rundquist and his family now

(Continued on page 8, column 3)




live.

“Why, that's where the Chester
Millers used to live,” she ex-
claimed as she gazed at the spa-
cious cream-colored frame house.
- “Right over yonder is where
the old Kasting school used to be,
remember, Joe?,” a county resi-
‘dend exclaimed as he pointed
across the field. “Many’'s the
time we played baseball over
there, and we used to~ have  a
great team.”

A Freetown man recalled that
the old municipal airport used to
be on the north side of the field,
and remarked about the “dandy
new paved highway that has tak-
en the place of the airport road.”

“Oh, that's the old Ben Suren-
kamp home,” Mrs. Brunow Ahl-
brand explained as she drove past
the house that offices O’Driscoll
and Grove, Inc., contractors.

“And right over there is where
the federal air port used to be,”
another old timer related. “The
fleld wasn't used a great deal,”
he continued, “but was an emer-
~-gency ‘landing field for flights
south from Chicago. There were
two turf runways, green and red
guide lights and a beacon, ands

pilots used to land transports
here when forced down by budi'

weather."”
. ™
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Baptist church. Lt. McLecon tol
the members how the air field
functions in the military program.
At the weekly lunchen of th
Rotar)j and Lions clubs, the mem-
bers have heard talks from othe
officers of the field, including,
George Rose, Red Cross field di-
rector, Captain Norman Wood,
squadron commander, Captain
Henry F. Bailey, ground school
director, and Major Lyle C. Hed-
man, dental corps commander.
Captain' Cecil Rogers, squadro
commander and provost ma
shall, has addressed the Ame
ican Legion members and
schoolmasters of southern Ir
ana.

Utticers Prove
l’opular Sp sakers

Many of the officers at Free-
an Army Air Field have spoken
to local and southern Indiana
clubs and civic meatings since
last fall. These organizations in-
clude the Lutheran Club, Rotary
and Lions clubs, American Leg-
ion. and various school organiza-
tions.

Colonel E. T. Rundquist, com-
manding officer, spoke to the Ro-
tary club early in October. He
outlined the purpose of the fleld
and told the ‘membars the per-
sonnel of the field appreciated all
the courtesies that had been ex-
tended to them by the people of
Seymour.

Armistice Address Given

Lt. Col. Ora M. Baldinger, post
engineer liaison officar, gave an
Armistice Day ad dress at
Shields high school. The title of
the talk was ‘“‘The Challenge to
Youth” and it compared the fre=-
dom and education of boys and
girls in the United States to the
rigid discipline imposesd upon the
youth of the Axis countries. Col.
Baldinger also addressad the
Business and Professional Wo-
men's Club. In this talk he
stressed the importance of an all-
out program for all of the people
in the United States if they are
to do their part in defeating the
Axis. He also spoke to a civic
club in Salem, Indiana.

Captain Brannan, post adju-
tant, spoke to a young people’s
group of the Methodist church on
the subject “Cooperation.” He
pointed out how it is necessary
for the personnel of an army post
and the civilians of a city near an
army post to cooperate. “By co-
operation,” he said, “we can all
do our part in the war program.”

Lt. Roland O. Davis, spacial
service officer, addressed both the
Rotary and Lions clubs. In his
spzeches he thanked the clubs
for their efforts in furthering the
entertainment of the enlisted
men.
McLeod Talks at Church.

A talk on Freeman Field was
i by Lt. William H. McLlzod




