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Receipt of Mail 
Many readers are keenly interested 

in the length of time it takes for let­
ters from prisoners of war to reach 
their families in the United States, 
and the suggestion has been made 
tha~, whenever a prisoner of war let­
ter is sent for use in this BULLETIN) 
the re.cipient should note on it the 
date of receipt. If the dispatch and 
arrival dates are giyen, we shall be 
glad to show them for the benefit of 
readers in generaL 

Cartons Jor Next-oj-Kin 
Parcels 

LETTERS 
(Continued from page 8) 

cards a good deal. Last week I started 
to play table tennis. So you see I ani 
getting healthier right along. I am 
envious of th.e men' that play basket-; 
ball and football but my hands are 
too tender for that yet. Last week the 
boys put on a horse race on the foot­
fall field, using dice and wooden 
horses. I placed bets on three win­
ners and my roommate had two win­
ners. It was an enjoyable day. We 
even had a bar at the race track. But 
I don't like the German beer as well 
as what we have in the States. My 
regards to all. Write often as all we 
Ii ve for is the mail. 

(This officer was severely burneq 
in a crash when his plane was brough t 
d()wn ()ver GTeece. Ed.) 

Stalag III B 
April 18, 1943 

I am fee,ling fine and hope you and 

very rough handling, so they should 
be well packed and correctly ad­
dressed. 

. the rest of the family are the 
am also out of the hospital 
in Germany. From the time 
been here it is better than It 
please take note of my new 
and use that address instead 
other one. The American R 
is doing a swell job for us p 
here. We are getting a pac 
foodstuffs a week, also getti 
clothing and toilet articles. 
preciate it very much. Anyw 
preciate it, and I am not so 
giving them money every ti 
collected when we wef(~ in the 

of which all were certainly 
ciated. They were written i 
and June of 1942. I also rec 
letter from D. L. and Bonnie 
only permitted to write one 
this time so tell them hello for 
am in best of health so do not 
about me. I will write every 
I get. 
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Christmas Cheer f or War Prisoners 
repar,Hio lls had to start . last 
ng in order to bring American 
onm of war in . Europe a re­
del' from home that the thoughts 
eir families would be with them 
hristmas. This was necessary so 
there would be no doubt of 

special packages reaching the 
ps before December 25. Pri­

chiefs, and a ganle or puzzle (the lat­
ter supplied b y the Junior Red 
Cross) . 

cels are regularly shipped through 
the American Red Cross, but the 
Christmas design used on the Ameri­
can package was carried on all par­
cels intended for distribution to 
other United Nations prisoners in 
December, 

As German and Japanese censor­
ship regulations do not permit 
printed matter of any kind to be 
included in next-of-kin parcels, it 
is preferable not to use a carton 
container with printing on it-such 
as are generally obtainable at the 
local grocery store. From time to 
time some ten-cent stores carry plain 
cartons of suitable size, and it is 
safer to use one without any print­
ing on it. Experienced packers rec­
ommend a stout cloth wrapping 
around the carton inside the outer 
paper cover to which the label is 
glued. The cloth cover should be ar­
ranged so it can be easily removed 
and retied by the censors. One label 
should 'be on the outside and one on 
the inside of the package. It cannot 
be too strongly emphas,ized that next­
of-kin parcels have a long and ardu­
ous road to travel and are subject to 

.---------------------------_-t.'es were granted the American 

A gl ' llf'l : )US margin for prisoners 
newly captured during North Afri­
can operations was added to the 
number af parcels provided for those 
already reported, and early in Sep­
tember some 10,000 of these special 
Christmas packages for American 
prisoners in Europe, given by the 
United States government, were 
shipped from Philadelphia direct to 
Marseille,-France. 

Prisoners in the Far East, of 
course, . were not overlooked in the 
Christmas thoughts. Although it was 
physically impossible, because of ad­
vancing the sailing date of the dip­
lomatic exchange ship, ' Gripsholm) 
to use cartons with the special 
Christmas design, the 140,000 food 
packages sent to the Far East were 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
The names and addresses of the nearest relatives of American prisoners 

war and civilian internees, to whom this Bulletin is sent, were furnished to 
Red Cross by the Prisoners of War Information Bureau of the Provost Mars 
General's Office. To enable us to keep the mailing list up to date, we must~rely 
our readers to advise us of any change of address. Please inform your Red C 
chapter whenever you change your address and, in doing so, give the prison 
name; his serial or service number; the name of the country in which he is h 
as well as the camp address (if known); and the name, and new and old address of 
next of kin. In the case of civilian internees, please give the name of the internee; 
country and camp (if known) in which he or she is held; and the name and n 
and old address of the next of kin . 

Cross for many articles before 
could even be ordered. Then 

purchasing department had to 
h out places where they could 
ought, and obtain the special 
ainers in which they were to be 
ped, 

e supplies in 
cou rse were 

It was impossible to make up 
special packages for all those United 
Nations prisoners to whom food par-

---------------------------------------------_ hased and as-

Prisoners of War Bulletin 
NOVEMBER,1943 

Published by 

The American National Red Cross 
Washington 13, D. C. 

~7 
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Postmaster-If addressee has removed and new 
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led at the New 

Packaging Cen-
There, women 

r-----'-----tII. teers d uri n g 

Ser ials AcquiSition 
Univerxity of Texas Library 
Austin 12 Texas 

Permit 

ot summer days 
d the contents in 

to n s decorated 
a traditional red 

green Christmas 
, Each package 

ins, in addi tion 

rtain standard 
, the following 

: fruit cake, fruit 

candied fruits 

Uts, hard candy, 

ate, as sorted 

'es, Christmas 

Ie s, handker-

Ten thousand of these special packages were shipped to Europe for 
distribution to A merican prisoners at Christmas. 

• 

specially mad e up 
to me e t excep-
tional requirements. 

These Gripsholm sup­
plies, whjch w ere 
transferred to a Japa~ 
nese ship at Mor­
magao under Inter­
national Red Cross 

Committee supervi­
sion, were unloaded 

during November at 
the designated points 
in the Far East. As­
suming no undue de­

lays have occurred, 

there has thus been ' 

ample time for the 

food, clothing, medi­

cines, and other sup­

plies to reach the men 

in the Far E a s t 

camps by Christmas . 
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Experiences of a Prisoner in W orld War I 

One would like to give some COIll­

tott and encouragement to American 
parents or other relatives whose sons, 
hllsbands, fathers, or brothers may 
hut themselves prisoners in German 
hands during the course of the pres­
-ent war. This is my purpose here by 
telling, briefly, someth.ing of my 0:vn 
experience as a pnsoner dunng 
World War I, but it is necessary to 
say in advance that I do not know 
whether the Germans of Hitler's 

_ Reich may . be compared with thos~ 
of the last war. If the German a ttl­
tude toward prisoners has not 
changed, then there is good reason 
for Americans to expect that those o[ 
their relatives who may have the hard 
luck to be captured will not be mis· 
treated. I speak, of course, from. a 
limited experience, concerned w1th 
two German war hospitals-at Jarny­
Confians, in occupied France, and at 
Saarbrucken-and at three 
prison camps: Rastatt, 
Karlsruhe, and Landshu t. 
I may have been lucky. in 
the various places to wh1ch 
I was sent. However that 
may be, I felt that, in all 
of them, our treatment was 
as fair as prisoners of war 
have the right to expect. 

During the final SUlll­

mer of 'Vorld War I, the 
food problem in Germa~y 
was a serious one. 'Ve pns­
oners were not, certainly, 
pampered in this res£ect, 
bu t the food we recelVed 
was sufficient to maintain 
health. We could have sur­
vived upon:: it alone, had 
it been necessary. Thanks 
to the wonderfully efficient 
Prisoners of War Organiza­
tion of the American Red 
Cross functioning (rom 
Switzerland, we were not 
compelled to do this. 

By James Norman Hall* 

weekly parcels were sent on the way 
to . these men-clothing, food, to­
bacco, toilet articles, etc.; everything, 
in fact, neces&ary for their health and 
comfort. With our Red Cross sup­
plies, we prisoners lived bettl'::r than 
many of the Germans guarding us. 
Of course, some of the food boxes 
sent to us were broken into and a part 
of their contents stolen by the Ger­
mans; but our estimate was that 
about ninety percent of the boxes 
reached us intact, a much higher per­
centage than any of us had ex­
pected;** The Germany of World 

**Under the present careful system 
of receipts and control, the British Red 
Cross established that, during 1942, 
losses in transit were only 0.15 of one 
percent. Ed. 

War II has looted the w 
Europe for food; therefore, i 
to me likely that they will 
less inclined to steal faa 
prisoners of war than the Ger 
the last war when their own s 
were so very scarce. 

German Concern for Pris 
Health 

The German prison camp 
experience were kept tho 
clean and sanitary, and situ 
healthy localities. We had 
plaint whatever to make 
grounds of health. The Ger 
as particular as we Americans 
matters; at least, so they were 
the last war. As a matter of c 

sense prudence th 
concerned about au 
lest unconcern sho 
act upon themselv 

My longest sojou 
prisoner was at a c 
American airmen a 
shut, Bavaria, wh 
were decently house 
in the walls of an 01 
on the hill overloo 
town. The Bavaria 

The moment the Prison­
ers of War Committee re­
ceived, from Germany, lists 
of new prisoners taken­
and this was, usually, very 
soon after the event-

*Mr. HaU, the noted author, 
sent this article for PRISONERS 
OF WAR BULLETIN from Pa­
peete, Tahiti. 

Group ~of American aviators £9l!t:r:e~ by Germany in World· War 1 .. 
Captain James Norman 'Hall is seated. He' was shot down wh~n a 
member of the Lafayette Escadrille, and was capture~ !,nconsc,ous 
with both legs broken. Earlier he had set'ved as a BrItIsh Tommy. 
Standing, left to right, are: Lt. Charles R. Codman of Boston, Lt. 
Henry Carvill Lewis of Germantown, Pa .. and Lt. Robert G. 

Browning of Minneapolis. 

us from time to 
hear comElaints 
gestions we might 
make about our tr 
He was, I believe, 
ly concerned to do 
well and to make 
at least bearable to 
were never humili 
badly treated, and 
such privileges as p 
are entitled to. 
other favors gran 
Bavarian camp i 
bought for us--at 
pense, of course­
English books, so t 
we received the 
dragged far 
than it had 
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'og officers, we had no work of 
kind to do except the prepara­
of our own meals, and this we 

e always glad to do as it ~ave 
omething to occupy our ume. 

S and sometimes twice a month ee, 
were permitted to have long 
rnoon walks through the coun­
ide beyond Landshut. 

hese walks were a great boon to 
and other Landshut prisoners be­
s myself must still remember 

rn with pleasure. BC£0te setting 
we were obliged to pledge our 
of to make no attempt to escape 
iog the walk. The pledge being 
n, we were escorted only by a 
pie of old reservist guards, and, 
etimes, by Dr. J ahn, Professor of 
ern Languages in the Landshut 
015, who was accustomed to give 
e who wanted them, lessons in 

an and French. I still think or 
Jahn with pleasure and affection. 
e is living today, I would be will­
to take my oath that he is a Nazi 
, by compulsion. He was a real 
lall being, compassionate, sincere, 
warm-hearted; there was not a 

e of the Hun in him. I believe 
t, even under National Socialism, 
ailed, there must be some Ger­
\ left of the Dr. J ahn kind. If so, 
hope for the fu ture of their 

ntry lies in them. 

(range as it may seem, I left Ger­
y, after the war, in excellent 
th and weighing more than ever 

my life before; but the added 
hl was due, in large part, to the 
r-to-be-sufficiently -- praisec). - and­
ked American Red Cross whose 
ern for their welfare prisoners 

ar will never forget. 

he Germans must realize by this 

that the game is up for them, 
as they realized it in the summer 
918. Therefore my belief is that, 

the untold weight of world suf­
g and misery already upon their 
!del's, they will not add to the 
bution to come ~n the day of 

oning by mistreating their pris­
of war. 

TRANSFERS FROM ITALY 

Word has been received from 
Geneva that about 800 of the ap­
proximately 1,000 American pris­
oners of war in Italian camps at 
the beginning of last September 
were transferred to Germany_ Up 
to the middle of November, the 
International Red Cross Commit­
tee had not been advised of the 
names of the men transferred or 
the German camps to which these 
men had been assigned. 

A few Am~rican prisoners in 
Italy succeeded in worki~g their 
way southward and rejoining the 
United States Army after the an­
nouncement of the armistice with 
Italy. It will probably be some 
weeks before the ' new camp ad­
dresses of the' American prisoners 
taken to Germany will be known. 

Missing in- Action 
Prisoners of War Information 

Bureau of the Provost Marshal 
General's Office has recently re­
ceived many letters from families 
of men reported "missing in ac­
tion" asking for further news. An 
official of the Bureau states that 
families are notified just as soon 
as the Provost Marshal General's 
Office receives names of prisoners, 
and that it is not necessary to 
write for further information. Un­
til a man is officially listed as a 
prisoner, his records are kept by 
The Adjutant General's office (if 
he is in the Army) ,orby the Navy, 
Marine Corps, or Coast Guard. 
Accordingly, the Prisoners of 'VaT 
Information Bureau will have no 
word about him until he is actual­
ly listed as a prisoner of war. 

However, if, as sometimes hap­
pens, the family of a missing man 
receives word from him showing 
that he is definitely in a prison 
camp, his letter or card should be 
sent to the Provost Marshal Gen­
eral's Office so that his record 
may be brought up to date. That 
office will make a photostat copy 
of the letter or card and return 
the original to the family. 

Prisoners of War Bulletin in­
vites reprinting of its articles in 
whole or in part. Its contents are 
not copyrighted. 

D. A. R. Aids Red Cross 
Office space for the entire national 

headquarters staff of' the Prisoners 
of War Relief section of the Ameri­
can Red Cross has been most 
graciously provided by the Society 
of the Daughters of the ' American 
Revolution. The third floor of Me­
morial Continental Hall, the beau­
tiful marble building on 17th 
Street, Washington, D. c., which is 
the national headquarters of the 
Daughters of the American Revolu­
tion, has been tui-ned over to this 
section for the duration. No rent is 
charged for the spacious quarters 
provided, and the Red Cross assumes 
only actual maintenance expenses. 

The Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution has moved 
out priceless museum collections of 
old American furniture, rugs, china, 
~nd old home settings, storing them 
Il1 other parts of the building to 
make room for the Red Cross work­
ers and their office files and desks. 
Beautiful crystal 'chandc::liers, grand­
father clocks, and some Tare paint­
ings remain to remind the workers 
of the peaceful and dignified atmos­
phere they have invaded. -

All those who have been sight­
seeing in 'Washington will surely re­
member the rooms in this building 
-each named for a particular state 
in the Union, and furnished asa 
memorial to that state by respect i ve 
state chapters. 

In taking this occasion to express 
our appreciation, we hope that the 
work done by this section will serve 
to demonstrate the gratitude of the 
American Red Cross to,the Daugh­
ters of the American Rev()~ution for 
their contribution to OllT commo:1 
h u rna II i tarian . effort. 

Christmas Reminder /0;­
German Prisoners 

Through the International Red 
Cross Committee the German Red 
Cross has sent about 500 tons of 
supplies to be distributed at Christ­
mas to German prisoners of war in 
the United States. Each individual 
package contains cake, chocolate, 
nuts, ra1S1ns, preserves, sardines, 
candy, and cigarettes, with a greet­
ing card and a sprig of green. 
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Notes on Prison Camps complaints. They receive 
British, Red Cross parce' 
~eek. I had the opportun 
tlOn several of them Stalag Luft I 

In the middle of July 1943, a 
Delegate of the International Red 
Cross Committee visited Stalag Luft 
I, situated about 75 miles northeast 
of Stettin and close to the Baltic 
coast line. At that time the camp 
contained a total of nearly 1,000 
prisoners, of whom abou t 100 were 
American noncommissioned officers. 
All the prisoners in this camp were 
captured, while serving with the 
RAF or the USAAF. 

Sanitary conditions at Stalag Luft 
I were reported' to be good-with ade­
quate wash . stands, latrines, and 
shower baths.; The infirmary,Jo­
cated in a separate barrack, con­
tained 20 beds in 4 rooms; 16 . beds 
were occupied by slightly sick prison­
ers. None ,of the prisoners at Stalag 
Luft I was working at the time of the 
visit. 

Barracks with rooms containing 
24 beds each :vere occupied by Ameri­
can prisoners. The beds are double 
deckers with good mattresses. The 
rooms were stated to be clean, well 
lighted, well ventilated and heated. 
There is a camp theater and both 
indoor and outdoor sports are well 
organized. Protestant religious serv­
ices were held, and efforts were be­
ing made to obtain the services of 
a Roman Catholic priest- if neces­
sary, German . Red Cross food pack­
ages, clothing, and comfort articles 
were reaching the camp regularly, 
artd larger shipments of food pack­
ages were requested so that an ade­
quate reserve could be accumulated 
to meet the increased number of 
prisoners expected at Stalag Luft l. 
The food contained in Red Cross 
packages was cooked collectively on 
four stoves reserved for prisoners' 
use. 

Correspondence was reported to 
be irregular, with mail from the 
United States taking as long as 7 or 
8 months to reach prisoners. As has 
already been annonced in this 
BULLETIN, all letters for American 
and British airmen in German 
camps is censored at Stalag Luft III, 
and should be addressed there. If 
the designation of the camp where 
the prisoner Is actually held is other 
than Stalag Luft III, it should be 
added in brackets, for example­
[Stalag Luft IJ. This form of ad­
dress is not to be used on packages; 
they should . be addressed to the 
camp where the prisoner is actually 
held. 

Stalag Luft III 

The number of American and 
British airmen in Stalag Luft III 
seems to be growing steadily, with 
the result that the need of relief 
supplies, clothing, recreational 
~quip~ent, etc., is also constantly 
~ncreaslllg. A l.arge shipment of cloth­
mg for Amencan prisoners reached 
the camp in July so that the men's 
needs for the present winter should 
have been met. -

_Practically all the prisoners in 
thiS cam'p are young, and- according 
to a recent report, from a neutral 
Y. M: C. A. secretary-they spend 
most of their time playing at one 
game. or an?ther. In consequence, 
sportll1g eqUIpment wears out rapid­
ly. American games, it is stated, are 
g:owing increasingly popular- espe­
Clally football, baseball; and basket­
ball: and a !arge amount of sporting 
eqUIpment IS now needed for Ameri­
can games. No separation between 
American and British airmen ap­
pears to have been made at Stalag 
Luft Ill, and they are reported to 
get along very well together. 

Like the British, the Americans 
in this camp a:e said to be eager for 
the opportumty to take examina­
tions, and are anxiously awaiting 
university and high school programs. 
"On the whole," the report con­
cludes, "the Americans are rather 
well here, and I have not heard any 

needs, but in most cases 
received was that they had 
They seemed to be quite 
to their new life and inten 
use of their enforced leisu 
prove themselves." 

A recent report stated 
were over 22,000 British 
war carried on the rolls 
B which is located in a he 
east of Dresden and near 
Lamsdorf. · There are 
100 ,.American prisoners 
VIn. B. It is probably the 
pIe?' camp in Germany, 
ly 8,000 men in the base 
soine 300 ATbeitsfwmman 
ing detachments), ra 
vidual strength from 
hundred prisoners, and 
to the officer in charge 
VIU B. The men in the A 
mandos are engaged in 
stone quarrying, road 
facturing, agriculture, a 
The report states, in pa 
to the steadily increasi 
of the Stalag, more 
has of late been 
tribution center for 
plies has been moved fro 
camp, and is now in 
new and i ndependen t 
about a mile from the 

A German p1'ison camp in winter-Stalag VHI B . This is mainly a British 
it contains American pdsoners. 

I _M~ " ' .' K" OF WAR BULLETIN 

ty representatives of senior 
have also been appointed to 
over carefully selected areas 

Each of these has his su b­
office and storeroom at the 

central Arbeitskommando in his 
or at the .one nearest the rail­
In this way 250 or more of 

'tskommandos are brought 
close control. This control 

relief supplies) is now as near­
perfect as_ can be expected, and 

is due entirely to the cooperation 
support of the present Com­

and his staff, who do every­
to ensure that dis­

correctly and quickly 

camps, numbering seven 
are situated at the western 
the main Japanese island of 

T he camps derive their 
the large city and pre­

Fukuoka located at the 
tip of the adjoining island 
, presumably because Fu-

is the military headquarters 
the region. Most of the camps 
centered around the cities of Ube 
OmIne, but two camps are on 
islands-Innoshima and Muka­
. the Inland Sea about 150 

1. 

visi ted by a Delegate of the 
nal Red Cross Committee 
it was reported that these 

only British prisoners, 
advices have indicated that 

now over 600 Americans 
Fukuoka camps_ Prisoners in 
c.amps are principally em-
111 coal mines and shipyards. 

Hakodate-Japan 

H~kodate is the designa­
a mam camp and a divisional 

both located near the city of 
at the southern extremity 

northern Japanese island of 
These camps were opened 
ber 1, 1942. A Delegate 

International Red Cross Com­
visited them in August, re­
abo~ t 60 ~mericans among 
pnsoners m the two camps, 

ava and Singapore_ In 
camp, prisoners are 

one-story frame buildings, 
wooden floors_ In the di­

camp, newly constructed per-
wooden blockhouses with 

\Vo .floors are used_ Prisoners 
Plarkmg in a . coke manufactur-

nt, a machme plant, a mine, 

1QC1(0Dio 
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Translation 
Polish Prisoners of War in Stalag VI A send Hearty Greetings for Christmas and the 

New Year . 

Messages from Philippines 

Sixty-four cablegrams from prison­
ers of war, internees, and United 
States nationals in the Philippines 
were received by the Red Cross dur­
ing the month of October for de­
livery to relatives and friends in this 
country. This was the largest num­
ber received in anyone month from 
the Far East, as well as the largest 
number to arrive from United States 
internees and prisoners of war in any 
enemy or enemy-occupied country. ' 

W'hile communications from the 
Philippines have been trickling in 
through Red Cross communication 
service since last January, this is 
~he _fi~st time personal messages from 
mdlvIduals have been received in 
any quantity_ Many of the tables 
were replies to messages sent through 
Red Cross channels from persons in 
the United States. 

It is hoped that this influx of com­
munications from the Far East is in­
dicative of a continued increase in 
the number of messages and wel­
fare reports from that terri tory_ 

and also as mechanics and carpenters. 
The men work eight hours daily and 
have three days' rest a month. The 
report says they receive "standard 
pay with bonus up to 5 sen (I-cent) 
per day for qualified workers." 

Mail for Japan 
The International Red Cross Com­

mittee has been informed that the 
Japanese authorities have created a 
central I:0st ?ffic~ for prisoners of 
war at HigashI Sh~nagawa-the main 
Tokyo camp. This post office is 
charged with the distribution and 
reforwarding of mail to prisoners of 
war held by Japan, and its . staff is 
composed of American anei" Bntish 
officers. These officers, it is stated, 
have complained that insufficient ad­
dress frequently makes it difficult if 
not impossible, to locate the pris~n­
ers they are intended for, and the 
request is made that the utmost care 
should be taken in writing out the 
exact address on mail for prisoners of 
war in Japanese hands. 

Filming Prisoners 
Arrangements have been made, 

through the International Red Cross 
Committee, to make a film of Ameri­
can prisoners of war in some of the 
German camps. Similar pictures 
have been made, and sent to the 
United States by the 1. R, C. C., of 
French, Belgian, and other prison­
ers, but the distribution of these has 
b_een held up pending the comple­
tion of arrangements for filming 
American prisoners_ ' 
~hen the film showing American 

pnsone~s reaches this country, every 
effort wIll be made by the Red Cross 
to arrange for its nation-wide exhibi­
tion_ 

\ 
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Exchange of Prisoners 
Under an agreement between the 

United States and Germany for the 
mutual repatriation of seri~:)Usly sick 
and seriously wounded pnsoners of 
war 2 American officers and 12 
endsted men who had been prison­
ers in Germany were repatriated in 
the second half of October and re­
turned to the United States by way 
of Sweden and England. Under a 
similar agreement between Great 
Britain and Germany, a mutual 
repatriation of sick . and wounded 
prisoners from both sIdes to?k 'place. 

This was the first repatnatIOn of 
seriously sick and seriously wounded 
prisoners of war from Germany dur­
ing the present war, and the pro­
cedure followed was that prescnbed 
in the Geneva Prisoners of War Con­
vention, Article 68, which provides 
that: 

"Belligerents are bound to send 
back to their own country, re­
gardless of rank o~ num~e~, se­
riously sick and senously Injured 

prisoners of war, after having 
brought them to l\ condition 
where they can be transported. 
Agreements between belligerents 
shall accordi1)gly sett~e as .s0.on as 
possible the cases. ~IInva.lIdIty or 
of sickness entaIlmg . dIrect re­
patriation." 

Doctors, chaplains, and enlisted 
medjcal personnel who are not 
needed{Qr ·the care of their ff'll~w 
prisoners are ,1Iso entitled,to r'epatTl.a­
tion under .the agreements and l\l 

accordance ' with the pr~visions of 
the Red Cross Convention. The non­
combat forces . in the October ex­
changes- included all chaplains and 
medical personnel over. and above 
two doctors, one chaplaIn, one den­
tist, and six enlisted perso~nel for 
each 1 000 men who contInue to 
be held' as prisoners of wa:. The shi~s 
carrying repatriated pnsoners saIl 
under safe conduct guarantees and 
carry neutral International Red 
Cross Delegates as observers. 

J 
Pris'on Camp Money 

Prisoners of War Camp Aioney. 

SCRIP GOOD FOR 1 REICHSMARK 

This scrip is valid as legal tender for prisoners of war only, an.d '!1ay be 
spent by them or accepted only in the specially designated stores inSIde the ' 
prisoner of war camp or at the work camps. 

The exchange of this scrip into legal tender c~n. be l;,-ade only 
at the authorized cashier's office of the camp adml'!ustratzon. 
Violation) imitation} or counterfeiting Will be punzshed. 

The Chief of the German High Command. 

By Older ' 
(Signature) 

VOL. I, 

The negotiations for the 
exchanges began several mon 
and their successful conclus 
large ly because of the unfa" 
operation of the Swiss gov 
The Swedish and Spanish 
ties also gave ready cooper 
the ports of transfer. For 
reasons, negotiations for the 
tion of sick and wounded p 
need to be handled wit 
discretion, but it is expec 
further repatriation movem 
be agree.d upon from time 
with Germany. 

Discussions have also tak 
looking toward an exch 
seriously sick and seriously 
American prisoners of war 
nese hands, and exchanges 0 

can and Japanese civilians 
dition to the two that have 
taken place. These discussio 
not yet been concluded, b 
are having the close atte 
the United States governme 

Size oj Next-oj-Kin P, 
The box or carton for 

monthly parcel which the 
kin is allowed to send to the 
of war is an important par 
package. It should be stron 
the ' contents will be un 
when they reach the man 
after a long, hard trip. It 
be light so that it will use 
than necessary of the per 
pounds. The usual corrugat 
board carton is recommende 
'!\Tar Department and the 
ship Office. 

As to the measurement, 
should not be longer than 
girth (in the other directio 
to its length should not 
than 42". That is, with a 
18" long, if you took a tap~ 
and started at 18" to wrap 1 

the smaller girth, it shaul 
farther than 42 inches on 
If your box were less than 1 

' it could be somewhat larger 
Thus for a 'box 12" in Ie 
other dimensions could b 
or 6"x9". But if it is the 
long, the other dimensio 
not be more than 6"x6" 0 

Matches are often found 
of-kin packages, according 
Department official, who h~ 
matter called to his artenU 
Post Office. Families are ask 
that matches are not on 
mitted list for packages 
prisoners vf war or intern 

PRISONERS OF WAR BULLETIN 

----
. Repatriates 

Much information of interest to 
11 relatives of prisoners of war in 
~urope was obtained from talks 
which representatives of the _ Ameri" 
can Red Cross have !'tad wl~h sev­
eral of the 14 Amencan pnsoners 
(2 officers and 12 enlisted men) re­
cently repatriated from Germany as 
unfit for further combat service. A 
summary of the men's statements is 
given below. 

None of the repatriated fiyers 
brought down in .Germany was mo­
lested by the civilian population, 
and, apparently, none of them ac­
tually met an Allied airman who 
had been seriously molested by Ger­
man civi1ians. 

If fl yers are brought down un­
observed in German"held territory, 
they do their utmost to evade cap­
ture and, with such help as they 
can obtain from sympathizers in the 
occupied countries, to get back to 
their bases. Some probably succeed. 
Even those who land unseen in Ger­
many" usually try to get away. For 
the most part, however, they are 
picked up promptly by the authori­
ties and, if wounded, sent to the 
nearest hospit~l. If unwounded, they 
are immediately dispatched to 
Dulag1uft} the main transit camp for 
airmen, where they are given a num­
ber (which means that they are offi­
cially listed as prisoners of war) and 
then assigned to a "permanent" 
camp. The transit through Dulagluft 
takes about three weeks, No com­
plaints were made of mistreatment· 
of prisoners by the German authori­
ties, Several of the repatriates who 
were in the hospital throughout 
their period of capture said they re­
ceived the best of care and medical 
attenli()ll , although they would have 
~elt Ihl lack of nourishing food had 
It 1101 been for Red Cross parcels. 
They Imther said that other se­
riously wounded Americans hope to 
be repatr iated soon. 

Mail Delays 

, In the case of prisoners taken dur­
;ng operations in North Africa and 
ater in Italy, long delays, and fre­
quently mil ch hardship, were experi­
enced before the men reached Ger­
lIlan hospHals or prison camps. 
~any prisoners refrain from writing 
(,orne until they can give their rela­
.'ves a prisoner of war number and 
permanent" camp address. The pris­

oners understand that about six 

Arrive Home from Germany 
months will elapse after they have a 
definite camp address and number 
before mail from home will begin 
to reach them. 

Attempted escapes from camps are 
frequent, but, as a rule, the men do 
not succeed in keeping their re-­
gained . liberty for long. Unless the 
escape has been well planned, they 
are generally picked up by the au­
thorities in the nearest village or 
town and immediately returned to 
the camp to spend the next week 
or two in the guardhouse. 

The men in the camps and hos­
pitals are fully informed about their 
rights and obligations under the 
Geneva Prisoners of War Conven­
tion. The articles of the treaty, in 
several l~nguages, are prominently 
posted in the main camps, Repre­
sentatives of the Protecting Power 
(Switzerland), Delegates of the In-
ternational Red Cross Commi ttee, 
and neutral secretaries from the 
YMCA are also seen by the 
men on their visits to camps and 
hospitals. The camp spokesmen 
(elected by the men) freely exercise 
their right to complain in private, 
if they have any complaints to make, 
to representatives of the Protecting 
Power, which is charged under the 
treaty with the duty of seeing that 
the Convention is properly observed, 

Control Over Relief Supplies 

The German authorities, in col­
laboration with the camp spokesmen, 
maintain strict control over relief 
supplies. Red Cross food parcels are 
locked in a storeroom which is 
opened jointly by the camp spokes­
man and the German camp com­
mander. The men may take out of 
their parcels whatever food, soap, 
or cigarettes they need for that day, 
after which the storeroom is again 
locked, The men usually prepare, 
and share, their relief food in groups. 
'!\Thenevf'r they take a can of food 
from their parcels, the camp authori­
ties puncture it so that it must be 
eaten promptly. The main reason for 
this is to prevent prisoners' hoarding 
canned food for use if they succeed 
in escaping. 

The men were positive ill stat~ 
ing that those in ... the camps could 
r,~t maintain their health without 
Rod Cross parcels; the rations sup­
pliCrl them by the Germans (con­
sisting chiefly of black hread, po­
t?toes, a poor quality of margarine, 

and a thin soup) were described as 
"quite insufficient." \Vhen asked how 
Russian prisoners in Germ\lny, who 
receive · no relief supplies froni out­
side, manage to survive, the men 
were quick tg ~xplain that Russian 
prisoners do not benefit from the 
Geneva Convention but that in all 
camps where Russians are i interned 
with other nationalities, t,he other 
prisoners form Russian Aid Commit­
tees which "salvage" left-over Ger­
man rations, and also make con­
tri.butions from their own relief sup­
plIes for the benefit of Russian pris­
oners. They even collect < cigarette 
butts which the Russians remake into 
cigarettes, using whatever ' paper is 
obtainable. 

Pay For Work 
All pr!vates who work are -paid 

70 Pfennzge ($0.28 at the official pre­
wa: rate of exchange), a day in 
Knegsgefangenen-Lagergeld. T his 
special prisoner of war currency 
(each "bank note" is about the size 
of a cigarette paper) car\. be spent 
only at camp canteens where there 
is, in fact, not much in the way . of 
goods to select from. The articles 
purchased most frequently at can­
teens, when available, are matches, 
beer, razor blades, combs, mirrors, 
and tooth powder. 

Noncommissioned officers are not 
required to, but they may volun­
teer for, work at the 70 Pfenn<ige a 
day rate. The repatriates said, how­
ever, that British and American non­
coms rarely volunteer. 

There was complete agreement 
among the men interviewed that 
morale of the American ' prisoners 
in Germany was excellent, ~t:rd that 
their high spirits and good humor 
were a constant joy 10 Ihe prisoners 
of other nationalities who have now, 
for the most part, been "Kriegies'<' 
for several vears and who have thus 
felt the fu!'l force of the borecfhm, 
privation, and monotony which are 
the inevi table consequences of 
POW life. The comradeship among 
Allied prisoners of all nation­
alities was also said to be very high; 
selfishness was the one element 
conspicuously lacking ih all prison 
camp and hospitals. Greek and 
Pole. Russian and British,Xl~oslav 
anJ American, French ana ' Dutch, 
colored and white, arecomrapes in 
misfortune who are sustained hy one 
h0pe-getting back to their homes 
aad families as quickly as possible. 
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(The following letters have been 
furnished to the American Red Cross 
by relatives. A II prisoner of war mail 
is censored by the Detaining Power.) 

Bucharest, Rumania 
, August 13, 1943 

Dear Mother and Dad, 
Well, what do you all think about 

all thisH hope you didn't worry about 
llle. We all are okay, though it was 
a little rough for awhile. At preserit 
;1 am spending a "little" free time in 
the hospital. Don't worry about me 

"because I am fine, well, and dandy. 
Keep Ole Bob on the ball, and don't 
let him get any wild ideas. Hope 
everyone around home are well and 
happy. I'll be doggone: if I'm not 
running out of things to say already. 
Anything you are allowed to send 
me I'll no doubt need. You can get 
full details · from A. R. C. on every­
thing. Say hello to everyone ' for me, 
and · ru write you all :whenever I 
can. That's all for now. Be seeing 
you all-soon? 

(Note: A recent cable from Geneva 
advises that most of the American 
airmen captured in the Ploesti raid 
(tre, at Camp Lagarul Prizonieri, No. 
2" Sublagarul Timis, Brasov, Ru­
mania.) 

Dear Folks: 

Stalag Luft III 
August 19, 1943 

I hope ' that you folks are doing 
as ' well as I ' am. Santa Claus has 
visited me here . and left . three par­
cels. Friday I' received the January 
25 parcel .and, as usual, wonder 
at. th~ ability of my parents to know 
exactly what . the young one needs. 
Nothing could have taken the place 
of a single article and nothing more 
could have been added for my com­

,fort...c.itwas a wonderful parcel. The 
March ' and May parcels were like­
wise complete and I can now ask for 
nothing more than some day to show 
my gratitude. ,If I should never re­
ceive another parcel, I will be well 
taken care df and the ones to come 
will be more than enough. I re~ 
ceived the parcels in lgood shape 
and the shipping tags . checked with 
the contained endearments. 

I received a letter from you today 
and one from Wally.- I have received 
40 letters since June 5 and most 
of them from you and Dot, dated up 
to April 9. The people at home are 
really swell to write and when I get 
a letter from you folks, I can for-

get my surroundings for a while. I 
manage to play a game of softball 
every day and we stir up quite a 
competition here in camp. There is 
nothing like keeping as fit as possible. 
(Note: A cartoon sent by Lieut. 
Leonard E. Hamaker, the writer of 
the above letter, to his family in Cali­
fornia appears elsewhere in this 
issue.) 

Dear Mother: 

Stalag VII A 
July 1943 

Well here are a couple more lines 
to let you know that I am still all 
right and in good health. I have been 
in Germany now for about five days. 
They treat us very good here. You 
are allowed to send packages. In­
quire at the Red Cross and they 

Communications to 
P~isoners 

Cable service through Switzer­
land to American prisoners of 
war . and . civilian internees in en­
emy countries is limited under 
present conditions to emergency 
cases, such as the birth of a child 
in the prisoner's family. It has 
been · found impracticable to send 
holiday greeting cables, and Red 
Cross · chapters throughout the 
country have been so informed. 

Those who communicate with 
prisoner& in Europe should spon 
begin to notice a great improve­
ment in · postal communications. 
All the Philadelphia - Marseille 
International Red Cross ships now 
carty regular prisoner of war mail, 
with sailings out of Philadelphia 
as often as three times a month. 

Steps have also · been taken by 
the Post Office to expedite the air­
mail setvice from this country to 

. prisoners held in Europe. This 
', service, in fact, now may be aI-
m~st as rapid as cable service, 
when one . considers that cables 
have to .be relayed through several 
sllccessive points and several cen­
sorships. Letter mail or airmail 
letters to prisoners in Europe pass 
through a single American (or Al­
lied) censorship . and one ' corre­
~ppnding censorship in Germany. 

All the mail aboard the Grips­
holm which was transferred to 
the Teia Maru at Mormagao in 
mid-October should reach the ad­
dresses at most points in the Far 
East before Christmas. 

will show you on a map just 
I am and also just 'Wh~ you 
send. How is everything at h 
We get the regular Red 'Cross 
cels once a week. There is re 
nice variety in them, including 
sugar, coffee, meat, crackers, b 
and almost everything. 

Dear Folks: 
I will take advantage of the 

. opportunity to write to you I 
had for nearly a year. I wrote 
letter last February while in Ba 
but doubt that it ever got thr 
I hope that everyone is well 
that everything is going smoot 
home. I am ' anxious to know 
Vincent is doing, I hope 'he 
better deal than I got. I sure 
I could be home to · see the ac 
and the changes the war has ca 
also to lap up .some of the old 
cooking. I . hope the war has 
caused you any hardship. I am 
to say that I am unscratched 
well. My experiences . during 
war were not too horrible and 
not exposed <to. much danger, 
in the rear areas ' most of. the 
doing various kinds . of ' englf1e 
work'. I was one of a large grOl 
war prisoners moved to Japan 
the P .. 1. last November. W 
quartered in large ' two-storied 
racks, sleep on mattresses with p 
of blankets and have plenty of 
There are English, Australian 
New Zealand. war prisoners 
terned here, also some Ame 
sailors and marines from Guam 
Wake. These fellows have tr 
us swell since we arrived here.; 
are all iIi. good spirits, healthy 
optimistic, and our· morale has 
considerably since our associ 
with them. We have received 
articles, sewing kits, tobacco 
some food · from the . American 
Canadian Red Cross. The ,J ap 
army gave us overcoflts -.and 
ditional clothing· to supplemen 
light tropical clothing. It gets 
cold herE; during the winter, 
temperature goJng below freezi 
hope to hear from you soon. 

Dear Folks, 
We're having a real hot day 

it's usually cool inside the huil 
We get a picture show here on 
awhile ' now. They are old an 

(Continued on page 12) 
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[QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(J. You stated ill the July issue that 
~ , the PRISONERS OF 'V AR BULLETIN 

cou ld not be sent by relatives to 
A merican prisoners. Could I tell 
my son about it in a letter? He is 
a prisoneT in Germany. 

A. There would be no objection to 
writ ing your son about the 
B ULLETIN. 

In June I received word my s()n 
was missing and later that he had 
been reported a prisoner in Ger­
many. We started wTiting him 
immediately, but have just had 
a letter from him dated August 

. 29 saying he has had no mail. 
W hat has happened to all the let­
ters we have sent him? 

A. T hree months is not an unusual­
ly long delay for letters going 
from this country to prison 
camps. Your son has very likely 
had part of his mail by now, 
though if he has been moved 
from one, camp to another, so 
that it had to be forwarded, it 
might take still longer. It should 
be remembered that mail mov­
ing to the camps is subject to 
all the difficulties of wartime in­
terruptions and transportation 
delays, and sometimes even to 
the destruction of trains through 
bombing. Prisoner of war mail 
is also censored in at least two. 
possibly three, countries. 

Q. I write my son once every three 
weeks, addressing him with his 
rank, name, U. S. A. Air Corps 
and serial number, "inteTned by 
Japan, fOTmerly of Philippine Is­
lands, c/ o Japanese Red Cross, 
T okyo, Japan, via New York, 
N. Y." Do you know whether he 
receives the mail often? If so, I 
would write oftener. Do you 
know how often the mail leaves 
U. S.? Can you inform me as to 
the camp my son is in? 

A. We are sorry we cannot give you 
a definite camp address for your 
son. Many men captured in the 
Philippines were reported by the 
Japanese as prisoners of war but 
~ithout any camp address being 
glVen. Regarding the mail situ­
ation, we cannot determine 
Whether your son is receiving 
mail from you. But, although 
~hemail is doubtless very slow, 
1f it is typewritten and properly 

addressed, it should e\entuallv 
reach him. "Ve have heard o'f 
no restriction on I he number of 
letters 'a prisoner may receive, 
and we woulJ therefore en­
courage YOLl to write regularly. 
'Ve would refer you particularly 
1.0 the information on this mat­
ter which was published on the 
las~ page of our October issue. 
That report, incidentally, said 
that letters to prisoners of war 
held by Japan "mllst not be 
more than 25 words in lengtp." 
It should have read "must ,.fj:e .. 
less than 25 words in length." 

The Japanese government has 
announced that prisoners are ,al­
lowed to write their families and 
friends, although no general rul­
ing on the number of letters and 
postal cards they are permitted 
to send has yet been officially re­
ported. Of cburse, you realize 
that., even under the most favor­
able circumstances, mail will 
take several months at least to 
reach the United States from 
prison camps in the Philippines. 

Q. Can my son in a German prison 
camj) execute and send (/ j)mver 
of attorney? 

A. The Geneva Convention in 1929 
Relative to the Treatment of 
Prisoners of 'Var states in Ar­
ticle 41: "Belligerents shaJi as­
sure all facilities for the trans­
mission ·of instruments, papers ' 
or documents intended for pris-

-oners of war, or signed by them, 
particularly of powers of at­
torney and wills. They shall take 
the necessary measures to assure, 
in case of necessity, the au­
thenti(;ation of signatures made 
by prisoners." One power of at­
torney, received in this country 
from a prisoner of war in Ger­
many, recently came to the no­
tice of the American Red Cross. 

Q. What are prisoners of war sup­
posed to be paid for work? There 
seems much confusion in news­
paper reports on this subject_ 

A. Article 34 of the Geneva Conven­
tion, referring to the pa~ .. of 
prisoners of war, states that'::~:l­
ligerents shall agree on rates to ' 
be paid for work other than 'that 
connected with the administra­
tion and maintenance of the 
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ramps, and on the manner of 
payment. Until sllch agreements 
are reached, the followirig rules 
are 10 govern payment: 

(a) Work done for the State 
shall be paid for in accordance 
with the rates in force for soldiers 
of the national army doing the 
same work, or, if none exist ac­
cordillg to a rate in harn~ony 
with the work performed. 

(b) When the work is done 
for ~h~ aW:>unt .of other public 
admllllstratlOns, 'or for private 
persons, conditions shall be reg­
ulated by agreement 'with tbe 
mi.litary authority. 

Q. May I send a Bible aT' a book 
made liP of articles from the 
Read~r's Digest to a prisoner of 
warm Europe? ',_ 

A. A new Bible lIiay be ordered sent 
fr?m a book store or a publisher, 
with or without other books, to 
m~ke up a 5-lb. package, 'if the 
pnsoner has not been sent a book 
package within 30 days. \;~ tc'; l 
coul~ n~t send. a bqok mad~ up 
of ChpplllgS, Slllce nothing but 
new books direct from the book­
seller may be sent. 

Q. I believe my son should have 
been awarded a medal for his 
partin the action before he was 
taken prisoner in Germany. 
Would such an award be made to 
me, or sent to him? ,. 

A. Since your son was in the army, 
presumably, any award, if an­
nounced after he became ' a 
prisoner of war, would he sent to 
y.ou (if you are hjs o~\ally 
·hsted next of kin) . If silcn an 
award were announced before 

: capture, it would be a.ssumed 
that the man had himself re­
ceived it. The practice in the 
navy. is somewhat different: All 
distinguished service honors are 
frozen during internment, and 
presumably awarded after re­
patriation. 

Q. Is it possible to send books to a 
prisoner of war of the Japanese 
govemment in the Phiiippines? 

A. No. Packages for the Far East 
from individuals are not being 
accepted at the presertt time. All 
the shipping space t11at can be 
arra~ged for is being used for 
sendlllg the vital necessities 
needed by prisoners iI) the Far 
East, but these collective ship­
ments include books and recrea­
tional equipment sent by the 
Y. M. C. A. 
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Mail and Relief Supplies for German Camps 
Maii and relief sllpplies for prison­

ers of war in Europe now go almost 
entirdy from Philadelphia to Mar­
seille in Swiss or Portugese ships 
protected by safe-conduct guaran­
tees from the belligerents concerned. 
From Marseille the goods are moved 
free of charge on French railways 
to Switzerland. When shipped direct 
to Marseille the goods usually reach 
Switzerland within 30 , to 35 days 
after leaving Philadelppia. 

Promptly after the ship docks at 
Marseille and the freight cars are 
drawn up alongside; the mail is un­
loaded. One steamer tecently car­
ried some 10,000 sacks of letter mail 
and .next-of-kin packages, or enough 
mail for an entire train. ', The mail 
train, sealed and guarded by the 
French authorities, leaves the same 
night for Basel, Switzerland, and 
from there goes direct to the main 
German censorship and distribution 
,.,.. .• 1ter for prisoner of war mail at 
S1;1hgart. 

The unloading of food packages, 
clothing, medicines, etc., follows at 
Marseille as rapidly as stevedores can 
be hired, the shipments checked, and 
freight cars obtained. J}s in the cas~ 
6f mail, the supplies are loaded dI­
r'ectly into freight cars-under the 
s'u pervision of the Fr:en~h ' dock p~­
lice, the German occupymg a~thon­
ties" and neutral representatives ?f 
the International Red Cross CommIt­
tee. By unloading direct from ship 
to train, relief supplies are never 
left on the docks at Marseille. The 
.cars are then sealed and leave for 
Switzerland as soon as complete 
trains are made up. Armed ' French 
guards travel on these trains as. a 
precaution against attempts. at pIL­
ferage during the 24-hour Journ~y 
from Marseille to the Franco-SwISS 
border, where they are taken charge 
of by the lnternatio,nal Red. Cross. 

Prisoner of war relIef supplIes, the 
I.R.C.C. representatives report, ~re 
very rarely pilfered or. tampered ~Ith 

dunng operatIOns 
at Marseille and in 
tr a n s it th~ough 
France. The French 
authorities coop­
erate in every way 
possible in getting 
these sup P 1 i e s 
promptly and safe­
ly into the hands of 
the Swiss, and the 
controls are so 
strict that pilfering 
is practically im­
possible. B e for e 
leaving the dock~ 
after a day's work 
i~ done, every steve­
dore and checker is 
rigorously searched 
by the police. Un­
der French martial 
law which prevails 
at Marseille the 
death penalty or a 
sentence of many 
years at forced la­
bor awaits anyone 
caught attempting 
to ~teal relief ~llP­
plies. The Mar· 
seille newspapers 
recently reported 
that a dock worker 
was sentenced to 
six years' forced la-

Prisoners' hope for 1944 at Oflag IX A/Z-to le.ave for home by 
plane. 

bor for pilfering 
one pound of food. 

The Red Cross M 
In September, the American 

Cross began a news service for 
can prisoners of war and 
ternees held in European and 
Eastern camps. It i~ ,expected 
this news letter, size 'S1hxll 
of 8 ' . pages at first ~but . 
creased to 12, printed on 
paper, will be distributed 
to the camps in Europe 
International Red Cross 
at Geneva. It is called The Red 
News and the aim is to publ 
once a month. 

The purpose and contents 
news letter were explained in 
lowing , message from N 
Davis, Chairman of the 
Red Cross, which was pu 
page one of the first issue: 

This is the first issue of a 
at news from home which 
can Red Cross hopes to 
United States prisoners of war 
such regularity as is consistent 
available transportation facili 

The contents of this bulle 
naturally be limited in 
deal with subjects Whl 
connected with the war. 
course of , time, we hope to 
information on many subjects 
will be of special interest to 
News of American spon.; will 
each is\1le. () t/1er facets of the 
of life at home will be touched 
I,n each issue we will write of 
thing that ' has happened in 
home state. 

In sending this publication 
men and women in distant 
we send greetings from the 
of , the American Red C 
ore always in our thoughts, 
os in those of your famil 
friends. Everything thnt ran 
for your benefit and we 
with the Geneva Prisoners 
Convention will be carried 
the A merican Red Cross. A 
of news about your welfare, 
ing news of life in 
published by the A 
Cross and mailed monthly 
families of all United States 
ers. I send good wishes to 
)'ou. 

One thousand copies of 
issue were prepared in 
on the GTipsholm, for camps 

. Far East. Subsegu'ent issues 
news letter are being sent 

. tribution in the Far. East as 
opportunities are available. 

Larry Allen; naval correspondent 
the Associated Press, who was cap­

at Tobruk in September 1942, ' 
on July 14, 1943, from Camp 
,Italy: "Your letters have been 

in a flood and I have just 
those mailed as late as May 
ve not received any of the 
yet, but things move slowly 

These are busy days for 
just as hard as if I were free. 

translating songs into I,talian." 

An American flyer reported as 
missing near Hamburg on July 26, 

officially listed as a prisoner of 
on August 8. During the week 

October 9 his family at Otis, 
received two letters from him 

9. 

Stalag Luft III-one dated 
t 1, and the second Septem-

a Brooklyn, New York, 
of war at the Mukden 

1"(M,mclluria) Camp: "Carne through 
war in good shape. Arrived here 
winter. Am well treated, clothed 
fed here. Do not worry about 

as the worst is over, and am in 
health .now. Am mess officer of 

here. Send me telegrams, let­
photographs and packages. 

with Red Cross regarding 
Looking forward to see­

all soon." 
: It appears that cheerful 

from prisoners in the Far East 
at least as much the manliness 
writers and solicitude for their 
es as the ·conditions under 
they live.) 

A reader in' Abilene, Texas, writes 
a~ American prisoner in Camp 
2 III the Philippines has acknowl­

a picture of his daughter, 
l~tters , and a telegram from 

ly. He added that his health 
excellent. 

The followin~~~rd was received 
September 20, 1943, at Orleans, 

from an American at the 
n (Manchuria) Prisoner of 

Camp: "I am a prisoner of war 
April, 1942. I am well and 

JO be horne soon. ,tV e have our 
O~tors and everything is going 
mcely. Guess I had better close, 

to ~~l." goodbye and send my 

at Italian Camp No. 66, P. M. 3400, 
wrote on June 11, 1943: "On behalf 
of the. American prisoners in this 
camp, I thank you very much in­
deed for the shipment of food par­
cels which are greatly appreciated." 

Writing to his wife in England, a 
prisoner in Camp No. 65, Italy said: 
"You will find my sense of values 
has changed considerably when I 
corne horne. In fact, I think I will 
be much more tolerant and not quite 
so critical." 

On April 1, 1943, an American 
officer at Zentsuji, Japan, wrote to 
his wife, who is with the Red Cross 
in Africa: "Three more months have 
rolled by since my last letter, and 
each one past is a cause of genuine 
rejoicing for it brings me that much 
closer to you. During this time I re­
ceived one letter from you, one from 
mother, and one from Beryl. Many 
thanks. That touch of horne and 
friends means so much to us here. 
We really need 
nothing but your 
good, perhaps fool­
ish, faith in us. 
Tommy and I are 
as healthy as ever­
probably better -
for we are doing a 
little work growing 
vegetables for the 
camp. The rest of 
the time seems to 
pass surprisingl y 
fast for we keep 
busy wit h our 
classes, bu t time 
can't pass rapidly 
enough while you 
are so far away. 

A prisoner of 
war in Stalag XX B 
wrote to his wife 
that he never real­
ized before he had 
to do his own 
laundry what "a 
heart-breaking and 
back-breaking ' job 
being a washerwo­
man is." 

11 

Germany, wrote on June 6, ' 1943, to 
New Zealand House in London: "I 
feel that you would be interested in 
learning of. a 'yery tou~hing .example 
of comradeshIp in thIS camp. Ot:J.e 
of our' men was recently very ill, and 
we were warned that he would probc 
abl y not recover. While his illness 
was at its height, we were informed 
that a certain natural food tonic, 
two tins of which arecoritained in 
American food parcels, was of the 
greatest benefit to persons in , his 
condition. With the permission of 
the , Camp Spokesman, I discovered 
that eight of these parc~ls had arrived 
in this camp within the previous 
week. Sergt. Major G. T. Secombe 
and I approached all the men con­
cerned, and after being acquainted 
with the position, they immediate'ly 
gave the tins and refused to accept 
any payment whatever. Thanks to 
their generosity, the sick man has 
survived the most dangerous part of 
his illness and is well on the way to 
recovery." 

Sergeant Gray, 
secretary of the 
New Zealand So­
ciety at Stalag 383, 

Another cartoon fr~m Lt. Leonard Eugene Hamaker, Stalagluft 
Ill, Germany. 
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Change of Address 
All next of kin officially listed for 

prisoners of war and civilian internees 
have the PRISONERS OF WAR BULLETIN 
addressed to them in the Office of the 
Provost · Marshal General. The same 
address stencils are used for the mailing 
of information and parcel labels from 
that offiC"e. Therefore, if next of kin in­
form the Provost Marshal General, Wa~ 
Depart,ment, Washington, D. C., of 
changes of address, the BULLETIN as ·· 
well as official notices should reach them 
promptly. In advising of a change of ad­
dress, next of kin should use the follow-
ing form : • 

"J am officially listed as next of kin 
of Pfc. John Smith, prisoner of war No. 
000 (or sl(rvice serial number) held at 
Camp ____ _________________ , Germany, 
or Camp ___________ _________ __ , .I apan. 
I have moved from _____ ______ _____ · ___ _ 
to ______ : _______ .: ______ and wish all 

mail sent to me there." 
If it is more convenient for next of 

kin, noti~,\! of change of address can be 
sent to tlje local Red Cross chapter. 

Many Ijames in addition to next of 
kin are on a separate Red Cross mailing 
list for th~ PRISONERS OF WAR BULLETIN. 
For thoslf who are not next of kin, 
therefore; the following form should be 
used ' in a~vising the Red Cross (throu~h 
the local :t)hapter or by letter addressed 
to PRISONERS OF WAR BULLETIN, Na­
tional Headquarters, American Red 
Cross, Washington '13, D. C.) of a 
change Qf address: 

"I receive the PRISONERS OF WAR BUL­
LETIN although I am not officially listed 
as nel't ; 01 kin of a prisoner of war. I 
have ,.moved from ___________________ _ 
to ___ ..: _____________________________ _ 

and wi;h the BULLETIN sent to me 
there." 

LETTERS 
(Continued from jJage S, 

sound track is in Itali'an. We gel 
the same pictures as Chiete, a little 
town near by. We're starting a new 
soft-ball league next week. We have 
to make our own balls out of scraps 
but some very good ones are turned 
out. The game is our favorite pas­
time. We have some new fellows 
coming in this week. Maybe I'll 
know some of them. I'm still look­
ing for my first letter. We're still 
getting news about strikes at home. 
I hope Roosevelt sticks to his promise 
to draft them if they refuse to re­
turn to work. 

Oftag 64 

August 5, 1943 

Dear Mayme and Sam: 

Well, I'm still getting along fairly 
well. Have received only two letters 
so far. It's hard to find something 
to write when you 're cooped up like 
tllis. I'm studying a bit of Spanish 
aitd shorthand just to help pass the 
days and keep from being hungry 
all the time. 

We haven't received any parcels or 
communicatiou from the Interna­
tional Red Cross for two months, or 
ever since we have been at Oflag 64. 
Can you report that to the American 
Red Cross? 
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Haven't had so many dr 
since leaving the desert. Had 
hair clipped off again . My prin 
almost worse than my writing! 

After this taste of being 
up, I'm going to be the rna 
abiding citizen you ever saw. 

(Note : Several letters from 
ers at Oflag 64, complaining 
the nonarrival of relief supplie 
reached us. For a while this s 
to be the most difficult spot to 
in the whole European pictur, 
there were regrettably long de 
food parcels and other s 
reaching A merican prisoners a 
64. T here appears to be no 
that these delays, in part, were 
by bombing operations whiZ 
plies were in transit across Ge 
but reports and cables receive 
Geneva during October sho 
800 standard food packages, 80 
parcels, and somemiscellaneo 
plies were delivered to the 
American officer at Oflag 
August 5. Also during August, 
standard food packages were s 
from Geneva to 0 flag 64, w 
July a large shipment of cl 
toilet, and comfort articles we 
ward from Geneva and shoul 
been distributed in the camp 
August.) 
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American Airmen 
. 
In Rumania 

Most of the American airmen, 
bering in all about 110 officers 

d noncommissioned officers, who 
vived the raid on the Ploesti oil 
neries last August and became 
·soners of war in Rumania, are 
IV in a "permanent" camp at 

is, near Brasov. Brasov is an old 
ntier town on the northern side 
the Carpathian Mountains and be­
e the 1919 peace settlement was 
last station in Hungary on the 

in railroad to the old kingdom of 
mania. 

Sixty-nine airmen, mostly suffering 
ni burns, were wounded before 
ture, but almost all of them have 
overed sufficiently to join their 
wounded comrades near Brasov 
are still convalescing in a hospital 
Sinaia-Rumania's foremost health 
ort, and the summer residence of 
e royal family, on the southern 
pes of the Carpathians. This hos­
tal, now called the "Officers' Con­
lescent H ome," belongs to the 
manian Red Cross and is a con-
ted ho tel occupied at present only 
these American prisoners, the 

.dical personnel, and Red Cross 
Istants. 
Within a few days of the raid a 
legate of the International Com­
·ttee of the Red Cross obtained 
rmission to visit the wounded air­
n i~ h?spitals at Filipesti, Ploesti, 
d Slllala. The one man at Fili­
ti was promptly moved to Sinaia, 
d at the time of the delegate's 
test. report only one wounded man 
al~ed in the military hospital at 

~tes~~. Although progressing satis­
only, he could not be moved. 

1'h: delegate spent a full day at 
.Smaia hospital and saw the fol­

. lllg meals served to the wounded 
soners, of whom all except 12 

took their riJ.eals in the main din­
ing room : 

Breakfast: 

Dinner: 

Supper: 

Two pieces of bread, mar­
malade, tea. 

White cheese, tomatoes, 
soup, meat, fritters, fruit. 

Macaroni and cheese, cab­
bage stuffed with meat, 
stewed fruit. . 

At noon each prisoner received 
half a bottle of beer and on Sundays 
half a bottle of wine. 

All the wounded prisoners ex­
pressed satisfaction with the treat­
ment they were receiving from the 
doctors, the Rumanian officials, and 
the Red Cross personnel. The sur-

geons looking after the patients, the 
report sta ted, ·were chosen from 
among the best in Rumania; the ac­
commodations provided for the men 
were described as "luxurious." Not 
a single complaint was made, but 
desires were expressed for relief sup­
plies; a shipment of food parcels, 
clothing" toilet articles, tobacco, and 
invalid parcels was sent promptly 
from Geneva and reached Rumania 
before the end of November. A sec­
ond shipment left Geneva during 
November. The unwounded prison­
ers in the camp at Timis will get a 
share of these relief supplies. The 

. men there will need additional cloth-
ing, because winters in the Car­
pathians are usually severe. Arrange­
ments have also been made so that 

(C,ontinued on page 7) 

Convalescing American Hyers, with International Red Cross delegate and 
Rumanian Red Cross nurses, in the hospital grounds at Sinaia. 




