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30th DIVISION BATTLE LOG

Normandy — The 30th came ashore
in Normandy on June 15, 1944, spearhead-
ed the St. Lo Breakthrough and kept it in
the forefront all the way on to Paris and
into Germany. It was one of the first to
enter Belgium and Holland. Its first
mission on landing in France was to secure
the high ground north of the Vire et Taute
Canal. LeRay soon fell before the rolling
30th and the mission of clearing the north
bank of the canal was completed by June
17. On July 7 the division moved forward
again, crossing the Vire River and pene-
trating as far as St. Jean-de-Day.

St. Lo Breakthrough — Beginning
July 25 the 30th took part in one of the
war’s memorable actions, the St. Lo
Breakthrough. Advances were slowed late
in July, but by Aug. 6 the 30th relieved
the 1st Infantry Division near Mortain.
Suddenly the division was attacked by
five armored divisions of the enemy, the
Germans’ purpose being to drive to the
sea at Avranches and split the American
First and Third Armies. The 1st Battalion
of the 117th Regiment bore the brunt of
the assault and was so hard-pressed that
all available personnel was thrown into
action. The battalion held fast. In a
week the Nazi spearhead was broken and
the enemy thrown back. In Aug. 1944 the
town of Reuilly fell to the 30th and the
Seine River was soon crossed.

Belgium — In Sept. 1944 an offensive
was started near Tournai and Brussels.
In mid-September, after the Albert Canal
and the Meuse River were crossed, the 30th
took objectives near Horbach, Germany
and completed plans for the assault on the
Siegfried Line. This attack opened Oct. 2,
1944 and a breach was made the following
day. Contact with the 1st Infantry Divis-

ion was made Oct. 16, 1944 and encircle-
ment of Aachen was completed. The 30th
continued .on the offensive in Holland,
Belgium and Germany.

The Bulge — When Von Rundstedt
attempted his Breakthrough in December,
the 30th was rushed to the Malmedy-
Stavelot area. Here the 30th gave such
a mauling to some of Hitler’s best troops
that the Germans called the division
“Roosevelt’s SS Troops”. After helping
to stem the German winter drive, the
division moved to the Mont Vielsalm,
Sart, Lierneux areas. At war’s end the
division was stationed at Saalfield, Ger-
many.

SERVICEMEN’S
COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET

This booklet on the 30th Division's
return from the European war was prepared
by the Office of the Governor, as an addition
to the souvenirs and memorabilia of those
who participated in the defeat of the once
great German Wehrmacht.

The courtesies and assistance of public
relations officers, at the ports and at the
Fort Devens Reception Station, greatly
facilitated the gathering of the material for
this booklet. Group pictures are from
Signal Corps photographs. The cover
picture is from the New York Daily News.
The Battle Log and Facts were prepared
by the Office of Technical Information,
A.G.F.

A limited number of copies are available
for distribution, to Connecticut men of the
Division. They can be secured by written
request to the Office of the Governor, State
Capitol, Hartford.

Reproduction of original material is
permissible only with written authorization




30th DIVISION STORIES

EDITOR'S NOTE:

Memories of the European experience will blur with the passing of years.

Accuracy will diminish. Details will become vague and half forgotten. To record, in black and
white here and now, the mood, the impressions, the exciting events, of the worst days and the best,
is the purpose of these stories. Connecticut men of the 30th were asked to relate their own personal
stories and impressions and in their own words, they are here so recorded:

Augustyn, Joseph S. Pfe., Co. B,
119th Inf., Middletown

“The combat days are the bad days.
I don’t know how to explain it. You have
to be in there to know what 1 mean.”

Barquin, Paul M., Pfe., Cannon Co.,
120th Inf., Bridgeport

“I thought it was great leaving the
States and arriving in Scotland and
riding through England, which is a nice
looking country, until I found out that
it rains in England most of the time. I
joined the 30th Division in the Siegfried
Line. It was pretty bad there, as anyone
who was there will tell you. Am I glad
to get back to the States!”

Beach, Charles B., Pvt, Co. C,
119th Inf., Danbury

“The thing I like best was the destruc-
tion in Germany. It was a damn good job
by our Air Corps and Artillery. One of
the toughest things the GI had to take
over there was the attitude of some of
our officers after V-E Day. There were
unfair distinctions as to the enforcement
of rules and regulations. The commissioned
officers got away with anything. The non-
coms got broke and penalized.”

Beard, John W., Pfe., Btry. C., 230th
F. A., Lakeville

“We landed in Glasgow, Scotland on
Washington’s Birthday, 1944. The English
and the Scotch are nice people and they
treated me okay but those countries are
far behind the States in many ways. The
best day I had in Europe was V-E Day.”

Benson, lLawrence L., Pfe., Hq. 2nd
Bn., 119th Inf., New Haven

“T saw the whole show with this outfit,
eighteen months overseas and eleven
months in combat. The best shooting I
had was just after our Breakthrough
beyond St. Lo in Normandy. One night
we were holding a road block, well dug in
in the Jerries’ own trenches, when we
heard a lot of footsteps from the rear.
They failed to halt when we challenged
them and when we could make them out
for Germans, I opened up with my sub-
machine gun on an officer who was out in
front. When the shooting was over, we
counted nineteen dead and wounded
Jerries. They had three machine guns
that they never got a chance to use on us.”

Bero, John P. Sgt., Anti-Tank Co.,
119th Inf., Danbury

“T spent fourteen months in the tank
destroyer school and I was bitterly dis-
appointed when I was transferred to the
Infantry for overseas service. 1 was
assigned to the anti-tank company in
the 417th Infantry of the 76th Division.
In my first few days in combat my
feeling of disappointment at being trans-
ferred to the Infantry disappeared. When
the 417th was first committed against the
Siegfried Line at Kchternoch, in Luxem-
bourg, I went along with my squad which
was attached to a leading rifle platoon.
It was a daylight attack on a fortified
position. I saw the Infantry attack up-
hill under heavy shellfire and airbursts.
They never faltered. They never took



cover. They just kept going forward.
When 1 saw that, I was no longer dis-
appointed at being an Infantryman. I
felt proud to be serving with such men.
There is no glamour and not much glory
for the foot soldier but the Infantry is
really ‘the Queen of Battle’.”

Billingham, Wainwright A,
Serv. Co., 120th Inf., New Haven

“I don’t think much of the French and
Belgians but the people of Holland are
really tops. The French were out to get
all they could from us. The Belgians were
only a little better, and the Dutch were
friendly and sociable and would go out
of their way to do things for us.”

Brazee, William, Pfe., Co. C., 119th
Inf., Salisbury

“The worst thing I saw over there was
an air battle over our lines during the
Bulge. Jerry planes came down out of the
clouds and knocked out seventeen of our
fighter planes which were escorting our
bombers. Two or three minutes later our
planes came in and evened the score. We
could see the Jerry fliers bailing out and
their planes coming down in flames.
They didn’t have a chance. 1 counted
twelve Jerry planes knocked out in less
than three minutes.”

Pfe.,

Bull, Frederick E., 1st/Sgt., Hq. Btry.,
230th F. A., Bridgeport

“I have been in the Army seven and a
half years. In pre-Pearl Harbor days 1
served with the 1st Division at Forts
Itthan Allen and Devens. 1 was trans-
ferred just before the 1st sailed for Africa
to the Cadre of the 76th Division and saw
service in that outfit in the Battles of the
Bulge and the Siegfried Line, and in the
combat team from the 76th which spear-
headed the drive for Koblenz. I have 83
points and expect I can get out if I want to.

In those seven and a half years of Army
life, there have been bad days as well as
good. I learned a lot.”

Carlson, Robert G., Cpl, Btry. C.,
113th F. A., Deep River

“I saw. Buchenwald but it was pretty
well cleaned up when we got there. We
could still see the charred bones of some
of the victims in the furnaces where they
had been cremated. I saw the pieces of
tattooed human skin which the Germans
had cut from the bodies of their victims.
After seeing Buchenwald I think we are
treating the Germans much too easy.”

Chikla, Joseph Jr., T/5, Btry. A., 230th
F. A., New Haven

“I got stuck in the St. Lo bombing
when bombs from our own planes landed
in areas where our Division was dug in.
There were quite a number of casualties.
They were using 200 and 500 pound bombs,
both anti-personnel and high explosive.
After it was over there were craters all
around our Battery position. That was
the worst spot I was in during the war and
I saw the hedgerow fighting at Mortain,
too.”

Cimbor, Joseph W., Pfe., Hq. Btry.,
113th F.A., Stratford

“The bombing of St. Lo is something
I will always remember. What impressed
me was the number of planes we had in
the air that day. The sound and the effects
of that bombing scared me just as much
as it must have scared the Krauts.”

Daly, Thomas J., S/Sgt., Serv. Btry.,
230th F.A., Stamford

“Our doughboys crossed the Sauer
River in Luxembourg against terrific
odds and I will remember that crossing
always. The river was flooded. The
opposite shore was sheer cliffs, studded



The

with concrete pillboxes. Germans
were looking right down the doughboys’
throats. Three times they threw pontoon
bridges across and three times they were
swept away by the current of the flooded
river. When the doughboys finally did
get there they took their revenge. They
blew up the bunkers and pillboxes and
carved the Germans all to hell.”

Fiore, George, Sgt., Co. B., 119th Inf.,
Norwalk

“T don’t remember anything very good
over there. The Bulge was the worst I was
in. The weather was bad and cold and the
Germans were still fighting then.”

Fleischner, Martin, Sgt.,
113th F.A., New Haven
“When we took the town of Zelitz,

Btry. C.,

Germany, in the freight yards there we
found about one hundred freight cars
jammed packed with thousands of Jewish
slave laborers, all starving, some dying
and many dead. The Germans were
trying to keep them out of Allied hands,
but the speed of our drive was such that
we over-ran the Germans. The Jewish
people were packed in these freight cars,
men, women and children, including tiny
babies. Our Battalion took the job of
providing some food and what comforts
we could for these people. We forced the
Germans to bake thousands of loaves of
bread. The men in our outfit contributed
whatever they could in the way of spare
rations, candy bars, cigarettes and clothes.
German civilians in this area tried to con-
ceal their canned food supplies by burying



them in manure piles. We had been
tipped off and were able to recover a con-
siderable amount of those supplies for the
starving Jews. We put them in a German
hospital camp nearby and when we turned
them over to our military government
people just before we left the area, they
were in much better shape.”

Gardner, Harlon M., M/Sgt., Serv.
Co., 120th Inf., New Canaan

“T was amazed at how good the German
women looked. They were the only good
looking women in KEurope. As for close
shaves, the closest I had was when our
CP near Magdeburg was under artillery
fire and the buildings all around it were
wrecked by the shelling.”

Goss, Wilbur A} Jr., Pfe., Co. I, 119th
Inf., Old Lyme

“T joined the 119th and went into the
line on Christmas Eve at Stumont,
Belgium, near Malmedy. That is a
Christmas Eve I will remember all my
life. I will also remember the day a month
and a half later at Randigan, in Germany,
where I was hit by a shell fragment that
put me in the hospital for a month.
Those were the worst days. The best days
I had were seven on furlough in England.”

Harris, Laurence V., Jr., Pfc.,, Med.
Det., 119th Inf., Norfolk

“The worst fighting I saw was in the
Battle of the Bulge at La Glieze, Belgium.
We met the First (Adolf Hitler) SS
Division there. They were the ones who
massacred American prisoners near Mal-
medy. It was the fanaticism of the SS men
and the concentration of German tanks
that made the Bulge bad.”

Hathaway, Philip J., T/5, Serv. Co.,
119th Inf., Madison

“I will remember for a long time the
welcome we got from the slave laborers we

liberated at the Goering Steel Works.
They must have been treated pretty bad,
half-starved and over-worked. Later,
we liberated many American and British
soldiers who had been prisoners of war
confined at Stalag 3 and came through the
lines while we were at Magdeburg, on the
Elbe River. They were almost naked
and they looked worse off than the slave
laborers.”

Jachymeczuk, Joseph, Pfc., Btry. C.,
113th F.A., New Haven

“Our biggest Artillery show was the
barrage before the Infantry crossed the
Roer River, February 23rd. It was a
steady rolling fire from our guns, layed
hub to hub. Our battery fired about 2,000
rounds in 9 hours. I saw the results a few
hours later. The Artillery had done its
job, knocked out the German fortifica-
tions, and drove the German Infantry
back. We did our job, but I would like
to give all the credit to the Infantry.”

Keating, Hugh M., Pfe.,, Btry. A,
113th F.A., New Haven

“Mortain was the place. When we
moved in there, there was supposed to be
only a little pocket of Germans. It turned
out that there were five German panzer
divisions which had broken through our
lines. You ought to give credit to the Brit-
ish Air Force. They knocked out 132 Ger-
man tanks and armored vehicles just
about 600 yards in front of our positions.”

Kos, Walter C., 1st/Sgt., Co. 1., 119th
Inf., Suffield

“I was a prisoner of war for six days
after being captured during the Battle of
the Bulge by SS troops. At the time, I was
a staff sergeant, and took over a platoon
because there were no officers with us. I
sort of kept the platoon together when the
German tanks attacked and closed in on



us. In that serap I knocked out two tanks
and a half-track with a bazooka. The
Germans flanked us and cut off the only
road into the town we were in and with
about eighteen men I was captured. We
gave up only when our bazooka shells gave
out and we had nothing to use against the
tanks. The SS took us back into the Ger-
man lines about four miles to a town and
put us in a cellar under guard. They gave
us nothing at all to eat and we lived on raw
potatoes that we found in the cellar for
those six days. These SS were the same
Division that murdered 128 of our men
in cold blood at Malmedy which was
only eight or ten miles from where we
were in this cellar. Our morale on the
sixth day, the 24th of December, was low.
Our own 30th Division had been joined
by the 3rd Armored and were counter-
attacking at that time. About 11 o’clock
in the morning, they had surrounded the

town we were in, trapping the SS troops,
and we heard the shooting getting nearer
and nearer. Then from the cellar window
came the yell, ‘Come up out of there you
————— . We hollered, ‘We're Yanks’.
It was our own 3rd Battalion and we were
free again. I will never forget that Decem-
ber 24th. We just cried, everybody cried,
when we came up out of that cellar.”

Lamothe, Raymond G., Pfe., Co. H.,
119th Inf., Jewett City

“The action in taking Konigshoven
in Germany was the toughest fighting
I saw in 8 months’ combat service. It
took us most of the day to get into the
town and they were throwing everything
at us including the kitchen sink.”

Lombardozzi, Peter M., Sgt., Hq. 3rd
Bn., 119th Inf., New Haven

“As soon as I hit the beach on the first
day, the first shell gave me a funny feeling.



I made up my mind right then that I
would have to get used to shelling. In
the eleven months’ combat after that
first day, I got used to it but it kept us
thinking fast. We knew there was a job
to be done. That kept us going ahead so
that the lucky ones someday would go
back to the States. Often during those
eleven months, particularly in the Norm-
andy hedgerow fighting where the Ger-
mans were plenty good, I thought that
I would never be lucky enough to get on
a boat for home. That good old word,
‘faith’, is what brought me through.”

McCarthy, William J., Pfe., Btry. C,,
113th F.A., Danbury

“After our breakthrough in France in
Mortain, we cut loose for the long drive
through France, Belgium and Holland
to the line where the Germans made their
stand. We met very little resistance but
were held up for an hour or two here and
there by German rear guard action.
The people welcomed us as liberators,
handing out bottles of wine and cider as
we went through and throwing bouquets
of flowers into our vehicles. Some of the
worst sights I saw were during that drive,
the results of our Artillery and Air
Force work. There were hundreds of
wrecked and burned out German vehicles,
hundreds of dead horses, and hundreds of
dead Germans.”

Noll, Louis, Sgt., Co. K., 120th Inf.,,
New London

“I remember best the crossing of the
Roer. We had a bunch of new replace-
ments who were in the lines for the first
time. Going up we ran into a heavy ar-
tillery barrage and the replacements
carrying the tripods for the light machine-
guns dropped them and ran for cover. 1
had to go out with the German 88 mm’s
dropping all around and pick them up.

It took me fifteen or twenty minutes
and then I had to get the men back into
line again to start off. The mud was waist
deep in plenty of places. That was the
toughest spot I was in.”

Norrie, Thomas M., Pfe., Btry. A,
230th F.A., Meriden

“What impressed me most over there
was the contrast between living conditions
and standards in the Kuropean countries
and the States. The States are way ahead
in everything.” :

O’Dell, Louis H., Pfe., Co. G., 119th
Inf., New Haven

“The whole Battle of The Bulge was
miserable. The first night was a dark
night and after we had met the first attack,
they told us to pick positions for the night.
So, Ernest Hachey of Worcester and me,
spotted a lone barn and picked it to spend
the night. It was bitterly cold and no
lights whatsoever were allowed. We got
into the barn all right and felt around for
asoft place to lie down. Aboutin the middle
of the barn floor we found what seemed to
be some sacks of meal or stock feed. So,
we spread our blankets and crawled on
there to sleep. When daylight came, and
we woke up, we were amazed to find that
our soft spot was not a pile of feed sacks.
It was two dead horses.”

Perrett, George A., Pfc., Co. G., 119th
Inf., Manchester

“Christmas Day, 1944, will always be
in my mind. We were bombed and strafed
by our own Aireraft. We had dug in along
a railroad track and the Germans were
in the woods just the other side of the
track. We got in too close for the Air to
make a distinction. Instead of turkey and
the fixings, we had chicken that some of
our fellows rounded up in coops nearby
and cooked themselves. First we boiled



them and then we fried them and they
were good until the last bite. It was just
about then that our P-47's came over and
gave it to us. We thought that was bad

when our P-38's came over with more. We
finally made contact with Air by radio
and they stopped it. As far as my im-

pressions of Germany are concerned, |
don't see how they can be so far ahead in

some things and yet so far behind in
others."”
Pitruzzello, Joseph S., Pfc, Co. L.,

119th Inf., Cromwell

"1 am lucky. I got stuck in 'Reppledeple’
for two months. | didn't like Europe and
I am glad to be back."”

Rae, David 1., 119th
Inf., New Britain

"Our crossing of the Roer River on my
birthday, Feb. 23rd, is what I will always
remember. We moved out at 2 A.M.
under one of the heaviest barrages on a
cold clear night. We crossed on a foot
bridge. Two or three minutes after |
stepped off that bridge one of the men in

our company got it from Artillery fire"

Pfc, Co. E.,

Ralston, Willis F., Jr.,Pfc, Hq. Btry.,
113th F.A., New Haven

"l remember New Years Day in Bel-
gium when our outfit gave the Luftwaft

a hell of a beating. We were in a little
valley surrounded by hills when the Ger-
man planes came in low, hedge-hopping
over the trees. Our ack-ack shot the hell
out of them. I saw one hit and fall right
behind a ridge. A JU-88 fell right behind
our kitchen. We got eight of them in our
area."

Sandillo, Frank A., Sgt,, Co. D., 119th
Inf., New Haven

"It took those screaming meemies to
make us dig. When we heard them, we
would dig a foxhole seven feet deep. We
were at St. Vith, Belgium, when they op-
ened up with the buzz bombs. Many civil-
ians were killed and wounded and we were
glad to get out of there. At Liege during
the Breakthrough we had some of our
toughest days. We stood off a concentrated
Panzerfaust attack and our Artillery did
some fine work there. When we moved
up and saw the results it did my heart
good to see the German dead and wounded.

There were plenty of them laying all
around when we went through. | went
into a cellar there, where there were

fourteen wounded Jerries, looking for one
of those little portable stoves for my fox-
hole. I asked one of the wounded Jerries,
an officer, when he thought the war would
be over. He spoke a little English. He



