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30th DIVISION BATTLE LOG 
Normandy — The 30th came ashore 

i n N o r m a n d y on June 15, 1944, spearhead­
ed the St . L o Breakthrough and kept i t i n 
the forefront a l l the way on to Par is and 
into Germany . I t was one of the first to 
enter Be lg ium and H o l l a n d . Its first 
mission on landing i n France was to secure 
the high ground nor th of the V i r e et Taute 
C a n a l . L e R a y soon fell before the ro l l ing 
30th and the mission of clearing the nor th 
bank of the canal was completed b y June 
17. O n J u l y 7 the div is ion moved forward 
again, crossing the V i r e R i v e r and pene­
t ra t ing as far as St . Jean-de -Day . 

St. Lo Breakthrough — B e g i n n i n g 
J u l y 25 the 30th took part i n one of the 
war 's memorable actions, the St . L o 
Breakthrough. Advances were slowed late 
i n J u l y , but b y A u g . 6 the 30th relieved 
the 1st In fantry D i v i s i o n near M o r t a i n . 
Suddenly the div is ion was attacked by 
five armored divisions of the enemy, the 
Germans ' purpose being to drive to the 
sea at Avranches a n d split the Amer i can 
F i r s t and T h i r d Armies . T h e 1st Bat ta l i on 
of the 117th Regiment bore the brunt of 
the assault and was so hard-pressed that 
al l available personnel was thrown into 
action. The batta l ion held fast. In a 
week the N a z i spearhead was broken and 
the enemy thrown back. I n A u g . 1944 the 
town of R e u i l l y fell to the 30th and the 
Seine R i v e r was soon crossed. 

Belgium — I n Sept. 1944 an offensive 
was started near T o u r n a i and Brussels. 
I n mid-September, after the Albert C a n a l 
and the Meuse R i v e r were crossed, the 30th 
took objectives near H o r b a c h , Germany 
and completed plans for the assault on the 
Siegfried L ine . T h i s attack opened Oct. 2, 
1944 and a breach was made the following 
day. Contact w i t h the 1st In fantry D i v i s ­

ion was made Oct . 16, 1944 and encircle­
ment of Aachen was completed. The 30th 
continued on the offensive i n H o l l a n d , 
Be lg ium and Germany . 

The Bulge — W h e n V o n Rundstedt 
attempted his Breakthrough i n December, 
the 30th was rushed to the M a l m e d y -
Stavelot area. Here the 30th gave such 
a maul ing to some of H i t l e r ' s best troops 
that the Germans called the divis ion 
"Roosevelt 's SS Troops " . Af ter helping 
to stem the German winter drive, the 
divis ion moved to the M o n t Vie l sa lm, 
Sart, Lierneux areas. A t war's end the 
divis ion was stationed at Saalfield, Ger ­
many . 
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This booklet on the 30th Division's 
return from the European war was prepared 
by the Office of the Governor, as an addition 
to the souvenirs and memorabilia of those 
who participated in the defeat of the once 
great German Wehrmacht. 

The courtesies and assistance of public 
relations officers, at the ports and at the 
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picture is from the New Y o r k Da i ly News. 
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by the Office of Technical Information, 
A . G . F . 
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for distribution, to Connecticut men of the 
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request to the Office of the Governor, State 
Capito l , Hart ford . 

Reproduction of original material is 
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30th DIVISION STORIES 
E D I T O R ' S N O T E : Memories of the European experience wi l l blur with the passing of years. 

Accuracy wi l l diminish. Details wi l l become vague and half forgotten. To record, i n black and 
white here and now, the mood, the impressions, the exciting events, of the worst days and the best, 
is the purpose of these stories. Connecticut men of the 30th were asked to relate their own personal 
stories and impressions and in their own words, they are here so recorded: 

Augustyn, Joseph S., Pfc. , Co . B . , 
119th Inf., M i d d l e t o w n 

" T h e combat days are the bad days. 
I don't know how to explain i t . Y o u have 
to be in there to know what I mean . " 

Barquin, P a u l M . , P f c , C a n n o n Co . , 
120th Inf., Bridgeport 

" I thought i t was great leaving the 
States and arr iv ing i n Scotland and 
r id ing through E n g l a n d , which is a nice 
looking country, u n t i l I found out that 
i t rains i n E n g l a n d most of the t ime. I 
joined the 30th D i v i s i o n i n the Siegfried 
L i n e . I t was pretty bad there, as anyone 
who was there w i l l te l l you. A m I glad 
to get back to the States!" 

Beach, Charles B . , P v t . , Co . C , 
119th Inf., D a n b u r y 

" T h e th ing I l ike best was the destruc­
t ion i n Germany. I t was a damn good job 
b y our A i r Corps and A r t i l l e r y . One of 
the toughest things the G I had to take 
over there was the att itude of some of 
our officers after V - E D a y . There were 
unfair distinctions as to the enforcement 
of rules and regulations. T h e commissioned 
officers got away w i t h anything . The non-
coms got broke and penal ized." 

Beard, John W . , P f c , B t r y . C , 230th 
F . A . , Lakev i l l e 

" W e landed in Glasgow, Scotland on 
Washington 's B i r t h d a y , 1944. The E n g l i s h 
and the Scotch are nice people and they 
treated me okay but those countries are 
far behind the States i n many ways. T h e 
best day I had in Europe was V - E D a y . " 

Benson, Lawrence L . , P f c , H q . 2nd 
B n . , 119th Inf., N e w H a v e n 

" I saw the whole show w i t h this outfit, 
eighteen months overseas and eleven 
months i n combat. The best shooting I 
had was just after our Breakthrough 
beyond St. L o in N o r m a n d y . One night 
we were holding a road block, well dug i n 
i n the Jerries ' own trenches, when we 
heard a lot of footsteps from the rear. 
T h e y failed to halt when we challenged 
them and when we could make them out 
for Germans, I opened up w i t h m y sub­
machine gun on an officer who was out i n 
front. W h e n the shooting was over, we 
counted nineteen dead and wounded 
Jerries. T h e y had three machine guns 
that they never got a chance to use on u s . " 

Bero, J o h n P . , Sgt., A n t i - T a n k Co . , 
119th Inf., D a n b u r y 

" I spent fourteen months i n the tank 
destroyer school and I was b i t ter ly dis­
appointed when I was transferred to the 
In fantry for overseas service. I was 
assigned to the ant i - tank company i n 
the 417th In fantry of the 76th D i v i s i o n . 
I n m y first few days i n combat m y 
feeling of disappointment at being trans­
ferred to the In fantry disappeared. W h e n 
the 417th was first committed against the 
Siegfried L i n e at Echternoch , i n L u x e m ­
bourg, I went along w i t h m y squad which 
was attached to a leading rifle platoon. 
I t was a dayl ight attack on a fortified 
position. I saw the In fantry attack u p ­
h i l l under heavy shellfire and airbursts. 
T h e y never faltered. T h e y never took 
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cover. T h e y just kept going forward. 
W h e n I saw that , I was no longer dis­
appointed at being an In fantryman. I 
felt proud to be serving w i t h such men. 
There is no glamour and not m u c h glory 
for the foot soldier but the In fantry is 
really 'the Queen of B a t t l e ' . " 

Billingham, W a i n w r i g h t A . , P f c , 
Serv. Co . , 120th Inf., N e w H a v e n 

" I don't t h i n k much of the French and 
Belgians but the people of H o l l a n d are 
really tops. T h e F r e n c h were out to get 
a l l they could from us. T h e Belgians were 
only a l i t t le better, and the D u t c h were 
friendly and sociable and would go out 
of their way to do things for us . " 

Brazee, W i l l i a m , P f c , C o . C , 119th 
Inf., Sal isbury 

" T h e worst th ing I saw over there was 
an air battle over our lines dur ing the 
Bulge. Je r ry planes came down out of the 
clouds and knocked out seventeen of our 
fighter planes which were escorting our 
bombers. T w o or three minutes later our 
planes came i n and evened the score. W e 
could see the Jerry fliers bai l ing out and 
their planes coming down i n flames. 
T h e y d idn ' t have a chance. I counted 
twelve Jer ry planes knocked out i n less 
than three minutes . " 

Bull, Freder ick E . , l s t / S g t . , H q . B t r y . , 
230th F . A . , Bridgeport 

" I have been i n the A r m y seven and a 
half years. I n pre-Pearl H a r b o r days I 
served w i t h the 1st D i v i s i o n at For ts 
E t h a n A l l e n and Devens. I was trans­
ferred just before the 1st sailed for A f r i ca 
to the Cadre of the 76th D i v i s i o n and saw 
service i n that outfit in the Batt les of the 
Bulge and the Siegfried L i n e , and i n the 
combat team from the 76th which spear­
headed the drive for Kob lenz . I have 83 
points and expect I can get out if I want to. 

I n those seven and a half years of A r m y 
life, there have been bad days as well as 
good. I learned a l o t . " 

Carlson, Robert G . , Cpl, B t r y . C , 
113th F . A . , Deep R i v e r 

" I saw Buchenwald but it was pretty 
well cleaned up when we got there. W e 
could st i l l see the charred bones of some 
of the vict ims i n the furnaces where they 
had been cremated. I saw the pieces of 
tattooed human sk in which the Germans 
had cut f rom the bodies of their v ic t ims. 
Af ter seeing Buchenwald I th ink we are 
treating the Germans m u c h too easy." 

Chikla, Joseph J r . , T / 5 , B t r y . A . , 230th 
F . A . , N e w H a v e n 

" I got stuck i n the St . L o bombing 
when bombs from our own planes landed 
i n areas where our D i v i s i o n was dug i n . 
There were quite a number of casualties. 
T h e y were using 200 and 500 pound bombs, 
both anti-personnel and high explosive. 
After it was over there were craters al 1 
around our B a t t e r y position. T h a t was 
the worst spot I was i n dur ing the war and 
I saw the hedgerow fighting at M o r t a i n , 
too." 

Cimbor, Joseph W . , P f c , H q . B t r y . , 
113th F . A . , Strat ford 

" T h e bombing of St. L o is something 
I w i l l always remember. W h a t impressed 
me was the number of planes we had i n 
the air that day. T h e sound and the effects 
of that bombing scared me just as m u c h 
as it must have scared the K r a u t s . " 

Daly, Thomas J . , S /Sgt . , Serv. B t r y . , 
230th F . A . , Stamford 

" O u r doughboys crossed the Sauer 
R i v e r i n Luxembourg against terrific 
odds and I w i l l remember that crossing 
always. The river was flooded. T h e 
opposite shore was sheer cliffs, studded 

4 



w i t h concrete pillboxes. The Germans 
were looking right down the doughboys' 
throats. Three times they threw pontoon 
bridges across and three times they were 
swept away b y the current of the flooded 
river. W h e n the doughboys f inally d i d 
get there they took their revenge. T h e y 
blew up the bunkers and pillboxes and 
carved the Germans a l l to h e l l . " 

Fiore, George, Sgt., C o . B . , 119th Inf., 
N o r w a l k 

" I don't remember anyth ing very good 
over there. The Bulge was the worst I was 
i n . T h e weather was bad and cold and the 
Germans were st i l l f ighting t h e n . " 

Fleischner, M a r t i n , Sgt., B t r y . C . , 
113th F . A . , N e w H a v e n 

" W h e n we took the town of Zel i tz , 

Germany , i n the freight yards there we 
found about one hundred freight cars 
jammed packed w i t h thousands of Jewish 
slave laborers, a l l starving, some d y i n g 
and many dead. T h e Germans were 
t ry ing to keep them out of A l l i e d hands, 
but the speed of our drive was such that 
we over-ran the Germans. T h e Jewish 
people were packed i n these freight cars, 
men, women and children, inc luding t i n y 
babies. Our B a t t a l i o n took the job of 
prov id ing some food and what comforts 
we could for these people. W e forced the 
Germans to bake thousands of loaves of 
bread. T h e men i n our outfit contr ibuted 
whatever they could i n the way of spare 
rations, candy bars, cigarettes and clothes. 
German civi l ians i n this area tr ied to con­
ceal their canned food supplies by b u r y i n g 
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them i n manure piles. W e had been 
t ipped off and were able to recover a con­
siderable amount of those supplies for the 
starving Jews. W e put them i n a German 
hospital camp nearby and when we turned 
them over to our m i l i t a r y government 
people just before we left the area, they 
were i n m u c h better shape." 

Gardner, H a r l o n M . , M / S g t . , Serv. 
Co . , 120th Inf., N e w C a n a a n 

" I was amazed at how good the German 
women looked. T h e y were the only good 
looking women i n Europe . A s for close 
shaves, the closest I had was when our 
C P near Magdeburg was under art i l lery 
fire a n d the buildings a l l around i t were 
wrecked b y the she l l ing . " 

Goss, W i l b u r A . , J r . , P f c , C o . I , 119th 
Inf., O l d L y m e 

" I jo ined the 119th and went into the 
l ine on Chr is tmas E v e at Stumont , 
Be lg ium, near M a l m e d y . T h a t is a 
Chr is tmas E v e I w i l l remember a l l m y 
life. I w i l l also remember the day a month 
a n d a half later at Rand igan , i n Germany , 
where I was hit by a shell fragment that 
put me i n the hospital for a month . 
Those were the worst days. T h e best days 
I had were seven on furlough in E n g l a n d . " 

Harris, Laurence V . , J r . , P f c , M e d . 
Det . , 119th Inf., Nor fo lk 

" T h e worst fighting I saw was i n the 
Bat t l e of the Bulge at L a Glieze, Be lg ium. 
W e met the F i r s t (Adolf Hi t l e r ) SS 
D i v i s i o n there. T h e y were the ones who 
massacred Amer i can prisoners near M a l ­
medy. I t was the fanatic ism of the SS men 
and the concentration of German tanks 
that made the Bulge b a d . " 

Hathaway, P h i l i p J . , T / 5 , Serv. Co . , 
119th Inf., M a d i s o n 

" I w i l l remember for a long t ime the 
welcome we got from the slave laborers we 

l iberated at the Goering Steel W o r k s . 
T h e y must have been treated pret ty bad , 
half -starved a n d over-worked. Later , 
we l iberated m a n y A m e r i c a n and B r i t i s h 
soldiers who h a d been prisoners of war 
confined at Stalag 3 and came through the 
lines while we were at Magdeburg , on the 
E l b e R i v e r . T h e y were almost naked 
and they looked worse off than the slave 
laborers." 

Jachymczuk, Joseph, P f c , B t r y . C , 
113th F . A . , N e w H a v e n 

" O u r biggest A r t i l l e r y show was the 
barrage before the In fantry crossed the 
Roer R i v e r , February 23rd. I t was a 
steady ro l l ing fire f rom our guns, layed 
hub to hub. Our battery fired about 2,000 
rounds i n 9 hours. I saw the results a few 
hours later. T h e A r t i l l e r y had done its 
job, knocked out the G e r m a n forti f ica­
tions, and drove the G e r m a n In fantry 
back. W e d id our job, but I would l ike 
to give a l l the credit to the I n f a n t r y . " 

Keating, H u g h M . , P f c , B t r y . A . , 
113th F . A . , N e w H a v e n 

" M o r t a i n was the place. W h e n we 
moved i n there, there was supposed to be 
only a l i t t le pocket of Germans. I t turned 
out that there were five G e r m a n panzer 
divisions which had broken through our 
lines. Y o u ought to give credit to the B r i t ­
ish A i r Force. T h e y knocked out 132 G e r ­
m a n tanks and armored vehicles just 
about 600 yards i n front of our posit ions." 

Kos, Wa l te r C , 1st /Sgt . , C o . L , 119th 
Inf., Suffield 

" I was a prisoner of war for six days 
after being captured during the Bat t l e of 
the Bulge by SS troops. A t the t ime, I was 
a staff sergeant, and took over a platoon 
because there were no officers w i t h us. I 
sort of kept the platoon together when the 
German tanks attacked and closed i n on 
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us. I n that scrap I knocked out two tanks 
a n d a half -track w i t h a bazooka. The 
Germans flanked us and cut off the only 
road into the town we were in and w i t h 
about eighteen men I was captured. W e 
gave up only when our bazooka shells gave 
out and we had nothing to use against the 
tanks. T h e SS took us back into the Ger ­
m a n lines about four miles to a town and 
put us i n a cellar under guard. T h e y gave 
us nothing at a l l to eat and we l ived on raw 
potatoes that we found i n the cellar for 
those six days. These SS were the same 
D i v i s i o n that murdered 128 of our men 
i n cold blood at M a l m e d y which was 
only eight or ten miles from where we 
were i n this cellar. Our morale on the 
s ix th day, the 24th of December, was low. 
Our own 30th D i v i s i o n had been joined 
b y the 3rd A r m o r e d and were counter­
at tack ing at that t ime. A b o u t 11 o'clock 
i n the morning, they had surrounded the 

town we were i n , trapping the SS troops, 
and we heard the shooting getting nearer 
and nearer. T h e n from the cellar window 
came the yel l , 'Come up out of there you 

'. W e hollered, 'We're Y a n k s ' . 
I t was our own 3rd Bat ta l i on and we were 
free again. I w i l l never forget that Decem­
ber 24th. W e just cried, everybody cried, 
when we came up out of that cel lar . " 

Lamothe, R a y m o n d G . , P f c , C o . H . , 
119th Inf., Jewett C i t y 

" T h e act ion i n tak ing Konigshoven 
i n Germany was the toughest fighting 
I saw i n 8 months ' combat service. I t 
took us most of the day to get into the 
town and they were throwing everything 
at us inc luding the kitchen s i n k . " 

Lombardozzi, Peter M . , Sgt., H q . 3rd 
B n . , 119th Inf., N e w H a v e n 

" A s soon as I hit the beach on the first 
day, the first shell gave me a funny feeling. 
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I made up m y m i n d right then that I 
would have to get used to shelling. I n 
the eleven months ' combat after that 
first day, I got used to i t but i t kept us 
t h i n k i n g fast. W e knew there was a job 
to be done. T h a t kept us going ahead so 
that the l u c k y ones someday would go 
back to the States. Often during those 
eleven months , part icular ly i n the N o r m ­
andy hedgerow fighting where the Ger ­
mans were plenty good, I thought that 
I would never be lucky enough to get on 
a boat for home. T h a t good old word, 
' fa i th ' , is what brought me through . " 

McCarthy, W i l l i a m J . , P f c , B t r y . C. , 
113th F . A . , D a n b u r y 

" A f t e r our breakthrough i n France i n 
M o r t a i n , we cut loose for the long drive 
through France , Be lg ium and H o l l a n d 
to the l ine where the Germans made their 
stand. W e met very l i t t le resistance but 
were held up for an hour or two here and 
there by German rear guard action. 
T h e people welcomed us as liberators, 
handing out bottles of wine and cider as 
we went through and throwing bouquets 
of flowers into our vehicles. Some of the 
worst sights I saw were dur ing that drive, 
the results of our A r t i l l e r y and A i r 
Force work. There were hundreds of 
wrecked and burned out German vehicles, 
hundreds of dead horses, and hundreds of 
dead Germans . " 

Noll, Louis , Sgt., Co . K , 120th Inf., 
N e w London 

" I remember best the crossing of the 
Roer. W e had a bunch of new replace­
ments who were i n the lines for the first 
t ime. Go ing up we ran into a heavy ar­
t i l lery barrage and the replacements 
carrying the tripods for the l ight machine-
guns dropped them and ran for cover. I 
had to go out w i th the German 88 mm's 
dropping a l l around and pick them up. 

It took me fifteen or twenty minutes 
and then I had to get the men back into 
line again to start off. T h e m u d was waist 
deep i n plenty of places. T h a t was the 
toughest spot I was i n . " 

Norrie, Thomas M . , P f c , B t r y . A . , 
230th F . A . , M e r i d e n 

" W h a t impressed me most over there 
was the contrast between l i v i n g conditions 
and standards i n the European countries 
and the States. The States are way ahead 
i n everyth ing . " 

O'Dell, Louis H . , P f c , Co . G . , 119th 
Inf., N e w H a v e n 

" T h e whole Bat t le of The Bulge was 
miserable. The first night was a dark 
night and after we had met the first attack, 
they told us to pick positions for the night. 
So, Ernest Hachey of Worcester and me, 
spotted a lone barn and picked i t to spend 
the night. It was b i t ter ly cold and no 
lights whatsoever were allowed. W e got 
into the barn a l l right and felt around for 
a soft place to lie down. About i n the middle 
of the barn floor we found what seemed to 
be some sacks of meal or stock feed. So, 
we spread our blankets and crawled on 
there to sleep. W h e n dayl ight came, a n d 
we woke up, we were amazed to find that 
our soft spot was not a pile of feed sacks. 
It was two dead horses." 

Perrett, George A . , P f c , C o . G . , 119th 
Inf., Manchester 

" C h r i s t m a s D a y , 1944, w i l l always be 
i n m y m i n d . W e were bombed and strafed 
by our own Aircraf t . W e had dug i n along 
a rai lroad track and the Germans were 
in the woods just the other side of the 
track. W e got i n too close for the A i r to 
make a dist inction. Instead of turkey and 
the fixings, we had chicken that some of 
our fellows rounded up i n coops nearby 
and cooked themselves. F i r s t we boiled 
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them and then we fried them and they 
were good u n t i l the last bite. It was just 
about then that our P-47's came over and 
gave i t to us. W e thought that was bad 
when our P-38's came over w i t h more. W e 
finally made contact w i t h A i r by radio 
a n d they stopped i t . A s far as m y i m ­
pressions of Germany are concerned, I 
don ' t see how they can be so far ahead i n 
some things and yet so far behind i n 
others . " 

Pitruzzello, Joseph S., P f c , C o . L . , 
119th Inf., C r o m w e l l 

" I a m lucky . I got stuck i n 'Reppledeple ' 
for two months. I d idn ' t l ike Europe and 
I a m glad to be back . " 

Rae, D a v i d I. , P f c , Co . E . , 119th 
Inf. , N e w B r i t a i n 

" O u r crossing of the Roer R i v e r on m y 
b i r thday , Feb . 23rd, is what I w i l l always 
remember. We moved out at 2 A . M . 
under one of the heaviest barrages on a 
co ld clear night. W e crossed on a foot 
bridge. T w o or three minutes after I 
stepped off that bridge one of the men i n 
our company got i t from A r t i l l e r y fire." 

Ralston, W i l l i s F . , J r . , P f c , H q . B t r y . , 
113th F . A . , N e w H a v e n 

" I remember N e w Years D a y i n B e l ­
g i u m when our outfit gave the Luftwaft 

a hell of a beating. W e were in a l i t t le 
val ley surrounded by hills when the Ger ­
man planes came in low, hedge-hopping 
over the trees. Our ack-ack shot the hell 
out of them. I saw one hit and fal l r ight 
behind a ridge. A J U - 8 8 fell r ight behind 
our k i tchen. W e got eight of them i n our 
area . " 

Sandillo, F r a n k A . , Sgt,, C o . D . , 119th 
Inf., N e w H a v e n 

" I t took those screaming meemies to 
make us dig. W h e n we heard them, we 
would dig a foxhole seven feet deep. W e 
were at St . V i t h , Be lg ium, when they op­
ened up w i t h the buzz bombs. M a n y c i v i l ­
ians were k i l l ed and wounded and we were 
glad to get out of there. A t Liege dur ing 
the Breakthrough we had some of our 
toughest days. W e stood off a concentrated 
Panzerfaust attack and our A r t i l l e r y d i d 
some fine work there. W h e n we moved 
up and saw the results i t d i d m y heart 
good to see the German dead and wounded. 
There were plenty of them lay ing a l l 
around when we went through. I went 
into a cellar there, where there were 
fourteen wounded Jerries, looking for one 
of those l i t t le portable stoves for m y fox­
hole. I asked one of the wounded Jerries, 
an officer, when he thought the war would 
be over. H e spoke a l i t t le E n g l i s h . H e 
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