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1st Army-— 'I‘J
(Continued from Page One)

19 degp and In effect clamped thg:
! great arsenal which is the Jwhr Ba- !
| sin Into o vise with the 2ist Ay |
| Group to the north.

Pirst and Third Army elemenu
were barely six mlls apart in the
Coblenz area. Much of Pajton's ma- | me
1euvers were shielded In &’ securiy | ohd
blackout which kept the rtd.lng pe:
Germans confused. Darmstadt, in-|sit
dustrial raf) center of 116526, s hof
the largest city captured by the: ms
Third yesterday. The fabled old uni- | ]
versity city of Heldelberg was out- | ms
fianked and ripe ifor capture. -

A light rain splattered the front |'m
this morning, ‘but it was neither | co
batt enough to interfere seriously
with the armored onslaught nor to | ny
cancel "out the aerial batte of | st
foemen fleeing through blazing vil-.| m
lages ]nv‘d clifes behind the lmes U
At

39..’5

t six armles and, of tl loj
16 divisions had been !ﬂtntlﬂed ar|
Aghting. beyond the Rhine. ne

Front digpatches gave this view of | tof
the varlous fronts beyond the| re|

Canadians un the Lower Rhlne
captured Ble

‘The rll]sh clenred the o‘d wall-
| ed town of Rees and 100k Speldrop
ito the north. A spearhead of Scot-
tish troops gouged across the syper-
highway five miles east of Wesel
and fought In places a good ten
lhl]es beyond the river.

whole Lower Rhine bridge-
lleld wes expanded in all directions.
The British 15th Army crossed the
Rees-Hamminkeln military hjgh-
way. Resistance stiffened a bit from
German reserves. The Issel River
was bridged in at least six places.
Truffic was crossing the Rhine in
volumes exceeding schedules. Groin
fell after o savage battle. So did
‘Haflen and Mehr.
10 Miles in Ruhr

‘The 30th (Old Hickory) Division
ol the Ninth Army made a 10-
mile penetration of the Ruhr, cap-
turing Bruckhauser and Hunze,

‘The Ninth Avmy, commanded by
Lt Gen. William H. Simpson, also
cut the Berlin superhighway. The
9th Divislon, on the right of the
30th. pushed three miles forward,
tovk Heisfeld and then went t\\o
and & half beyond the town.
19th also was fighting bm.erly WXUX
Caman  defenders in_ Wehoven,
‘| northenst suburb of Duisburg, a
vast inland port of 431,000 rough-
1y as large as Cincinnati. That was
thie only-place where German tanks
' opposed the Ninth Army.
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ern approaches of the Ruhr smash-
the only real Nazi coun-
teratiack in foree yet mustered east
of {Le Rhine end burst out to the
east in the mlllng, grcen hills wlth
twa forces of a
One armored wlumn lanced
n | southeastward and reached Vallen-
| dar. three miles nosthenst of Co-

Sa.

b P feicn's army, fanking the First
i | to the south, entered Langen, six
miles from Frankfurt, and reach-
ed the Walldorf vicinity, also six
miles from that great industrial and
r- | trafTic center.
l'w| The main bridge captured intact
be | at Aschaffenburg 1s 17 miles south-
o1 | eust of Frai
The Fourth Armored (breaks,
through) Divislon took the bridgo
shartly after lts Texas commander,
| Maj. Gen. Hugh J. Gaffey, was pro-
rlnuled a e commander. Brig.
e, Willlum 81, Hoge, Tate of the
Riniin' Armored Dividon, sacceedea

g€

him.

The 90th Divislon advanced four
miiles to near Agelsbach, six miles
north of Darmstadt, capturing Ar-
Dr.4 hellgen, Wixhausen and Erzhausen.
onionly 45 prisoners were taken in
Dmmsmm. the rest of its garrison
ol ' had fled.
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