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GI ‘Holocaust’

SPRINGFIELD—A few
weeks ago, Joan Beck wrote a
very thought-provoking column
about the Holocaust and the
fragility of memory and the
need for witnesses to come
forward with their experiences.
Let me now share my memory.

Most people think the
Holocaust happened only to
Europeans. in fact, it also._
reached minuy Americans—as
can personally attest. During
WWII I was taken prisoner
during the Battle of the Bulge.
"viren we arrived in S ]
the Germans demanded that all
‘American Gls who were Jewish
identfy themselves. Over our

rotests, they were separated

m the rest of us and shortly

-thereafter were sent to-a work . .
camp at Berga (not a POW
campj, where few survived.

It is a lLittle-known ‘part of the
Holocaust history, but it
happened and must not be

forgotten.
_ Richard Lockhart -
Chgo. Tribune 6/7/90

Holocaust History

The Sun-Times’ excellent arti-
cles relating to the Holocaust and
the opening of the Holocaust Mu-
seum in Washington prompt me
to add some personal history.
Nearly everyone thinks the Holo-
caust happened only to Europe-
ans, when in fact, it also reached
many Americans.

During World War II, I was
taken prisoner during the Battle
of the Bulge.

When we arrived in Stalag IXB,
the Germans demanded that all
American GlIs who were Jewish
identify themselves.

Over our protests, they were
separated from the rest of us and
sent to a work camp at Berga (not
a POW camp), where few sur-
vived.

It is a little-known part of the
Holocaust history, but it did hap-
pen, and it must not be forgofen,

Richard Lagghart,
Loop
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Richard Cockhart

Missing in Action

Pfe. Richa.ré T, Lockhart, 19,
only son of Mr, and Mrs, William
Lockhdrt, 468 Littleton street, ‘is
reported missing in action in Ger-
many since December 21. Pfe.
Lockhart was a gunner in an
armored unit of an infantry di-
vision thattook part in the flercest
of the fighting on the waestern
front in December. He was &
sophomore in the school of science
of Purdue when he entered serv-
ice and went overseas in October,
1944, He had won several m

for marksmanship and proﬂnleﬂe?
in firing anti-aireraft and anti-
tank guns as well as the army

Schoanbenn, Belgium

Bleialf, Germany. Richard Lockhart was here

whan Battle of Bulge began
0530, December 16, 1944
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OneM issing,
4 Woundedin
Combat Action

Pfc. Richard T. Logkhart has
been reported missing,” and four
other Fort Wayne scldiers, Pvt. L.

Tom Deal, Pfc. Louis Smyers, Pfec,
James E. Bond, Jr., and Cpl. Nor-
bert Huett, have been wounded in
action. Pfc; Clyde Wilkinson, Jr.,
who was previously reported as
fis¥ing in action, is now a prison.
er ‘of war of Germany,
wwm_m only son of
Mr, an r5. William Lockhart,
formerly of Pasadena Drive, has
been missing in Germany since
Dec. 21. He was & gunner on an ar-
mored unit ‘of an Infantry divi-
gion which tobk part in the flerce
fighting on the Western Front in
Decemnber. He had won several
medals for marksmanship and pro-
Fficieney in firing antiaircraft and
antitank gunns.
' Private Lockhart was graduated
from Bouth Side High 8chool and

was a sophomora at Purdue Uni-

arm e dda—
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106th Infantry’s
Casualties High

WITH THE 106TH DIVISION
IN BELGIUM (&)—One of the
major battles of the war burst
upon the 106th Infantry Division
just five days after it took up
positions Dec. 11 on what was sup-
posed to be a “quiet” sector in
the Ardennes.

And two days later two regi-
ments and supporting artillery and |
armor of the Golden Lion Division
were wiped out.

Until Sunday censorship had
forbidden transmission of the de-
tails.

Secretary Stimson announced
Jan. 18 that the 106th suffered
8,663 casualties in the German
offensive in the Ardennes, includ-
ing 416 killed and 1,246 wounded.
He said most of the division's
AZI/AT 11/05/1994 7,001 missing were presumed to
be prisoners.)

The men of the 422nd and iZErd
Regiments were engulfed by the
overwhelming weight of the Ger-
man breakthru spearhead. Only a
handful came back, but they
pitched in and helped the remain-|
ing regiment, the 424th, make
gallant delaying stands before and‘
behind St. Vith.

=5 Myirphay, Swarts, Kepnady, Hilkrsund, Amnsal [frent]

i
|
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Author in Prum, Germany, during visit in 1977
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iOne Missing, 3]
4 Wounc!ed in
Combat Action

Pfe. Richard T. Lockhart has
been reported missing, and four
other Fort Wayne sulaﬁgars. Pvt. L.
Tom Deal, Pfc. Louis Smyers, Pfe.
James E. Bond, Jr,, and Cpl. Nor-
bert Huett, have been wounded in
action. Pfe. Clyde Wilkinson, Jr.,
who was previously reported as
missing in action, is now a prison-
er of war of Germany.

Private Lockhart, 19, only son of
Mr. and Mrs. William Lockhart,
formerly of Pasadena Drive, has
been missing In Germany since
Deec. 21. He was a gunner on an ar-
mored unit of an Infantry divi-
sion which took part in the flerce
fighting on the Western Front in
December. He had won several
medals for marksmanship and pro-
ficiency in firing antiaircraft and
antitank guns.

Private Lockhart was graduated
from South Side High School and
was a sophomore at Purdue Uni-
versity when he entered the serv-
ice. His mother was secretary in
the county agricultural agent's of-
fice here for a number of years be-
fore accepting a position on the
Purdue staff as secretary to the
dean of men.

Mr. and Mrs. Lockhart are now
at the home of Mrs. Lockhart's par-
ents in Warren, Q. where Mrs.
. Lockhart is suffering from the

! d f h being missing.
i = b S i
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Thanks to veterans who
related stories of war

Dear Editor,

On this Veterans Day I reflected on a
visit | had this summer with an extraor-
dinary man who courageously fought
for the United States at the Battle of the
Bulge during World War I1.

[ wanted to hear his story firsthand
since neither I nor others in my genera-
tion have ever experienced such devas-
tation to mankind. I barely remember
anything of the Vietnam War but recall
seeing nightly news coverage of the

Gulf War bombings.

I felt a sense of duty on my part to
meet with Ri so I could
gain a greater on of the sacri-
fices U.S. soldiers made for our free-
dom.

As [ sat listening to Mr. Lockhart re-
live his standoff with the Germans for
several days only to be captured as a
prisoner of war and detained in one of
the worst POW camps, | wondered how
many of my friends really understand
the sacrifices made by our veterans.

[ was truly fortunate to hear his story
and I will share it with my children
someday so they too can get an appre-
ciation for Mr. Lockhart’s sacrifices. In
so doing, we keep alive the spirit of free-
dom in America.

To Mr. [ want to simply say
thank you, Thank you for sacrifices that
were not given in vain but rather as a
testament of commitment to your coun-

try.

Kevin Schoeben
Soringfield
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SECRECY ABOUT
1.5, CASUALTIE

 Germans Claiming That
| Yank Divisions, Includin
|

106th, Were Destroyed.

PARIS, Jan. 3.—(UP)< Suprem
allied headquarters remained ada
mant today in its refusal to tel
t}_le American public one of th
bitterest results of the Germa
breakthrough on the wester
front—the extent of America
casualties,

The Germans already hav
claimed that four American di
visions, including the 106th, wer
destroyed and six others cut-u
in their smash through Belgium

Tertification of and Luxembourg. Some 30

A x prisoners were taken alone and
émlhfﬂfﬂ ﬁEﬂJIEE the number of dead an8 wounded
ranged even higher, German ac-
counts said,

ErHd R SRR

T eendljees et Richird T, Lockhart 1511350 Whether these figures were
Lo il e pure propaganda or not, the Ger-
ol s mamber o sty man command obviously knows
__.".m"' Decwrtiar 7, 1942 how many priﬂﬂnﬂrs it has cap-
":" i Decarmtar &, [W43 turEdu hﬂW manji' dead it- haﬂ Ire-
-r-"';:-.'-r-'-' ares dermirnated -‘r;.' Hsaazatis Disctarge covered, and prabably could make
;- covered, and probably could make

.\_I,.l"r.ﬁl:_u" :ﬁlq'\ﬂ;'.'::ﬂ;gl.lf T .;‘fﬂ.ﬁw Cerporal were dead and wounded were
i, DB e O R e o taken away by the retreating

Americans,

But supreme headquarters still
bans any detailed disclosure of
o & mualties despite the fact that
o il g P , _ ericans at home have been
:'r:';'rﬂ\: & -l'lf ..c'l:'f-h'.l_ {eﬂﬂ.hhl.ﬂ'. ol October L8, 1974 tﬂ]d thﬂ.t prﬂduciiﬂn alld drﬂft
calls will have to be increased to
replace losses suffered In the
gl Wil M by Cbion counter-offensive,
v ral pwirrsme - .y M Another faint hint of the size
B of the casualty lists was provided
by the stories of two enlisted
mei. one of whom said there were
only 14 men left out of his pha-
toon of 43 at the end of 35 miles
of successive retreats. The other
soldier said his company lost al
hut 35 men out of the original 130

Whether these figures were typ
ical of what happened to whole
divisions ecould be cleared up only
by an official over-all casualties
statement.

Proponents of such a statemen
argued it would do more to con-
vince the American public of th
orimneas nf the fightine tha
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arguea 1t woula ao more Lo con-
vince the American public of th
grimness of the fighting tha
several speeches or statements
~neral terms.
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We Must Not Forget

When the liberation of the Ger-
man concentration camps is re-
membered, most people think only.
Jews were in them. That is not
true. o
As an American G whu\ was a

- prisener of war, 1 can testify that

dur'lng World War American

-prisoners in Stalag X h who were
Jewish were separated from “the

rest of us dnd sent to a slave labor -

- camp at Berga. Few survived. .-

“There is an macnptmn‘ﬁi a

._' Wor}é War Il cemetery that reads,

“When you go home, tell them of

.us and say that for your tomorrows

‘WE gave our todays.”
. It must not be forgotten.
Richard Lockhart, Loop

'!l.‘-

July 1954
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Rlehard T« Leckhart
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Recently Discharged .~ /4 %

Cpl. g chard T, Inﬁ«;nngu.‘;gﬁf!
Mr., liam Lockhart,
783 Packard NW, was recently
discharged at Camp Atterbury,
Ind,, after having been in the army
38 months. He was gunner on an
anti-tank gun of the 106th Infan-
try Division  and was stationed in
England, France, Luxembourgh,
and Germany.

His awards include the ETO rib-
bon with three stars for the cam-
paigns of Ardennes, Rhineland,
and Central Germany, the Combat
Infantryman Badge, the Good Con-
duct Medal, the American Theater |
ribbon, and the World War II Vics
tory Medal, and several medals for
proficiency in firing various types
of artillery. He was taken prison-
er by the Germans in the 1:||.1:l3P
the Ardennes and was in one of
the worst of the Nazi prison camps
located at Bad Orb, Germany,

Prior to entering the service he
was a sophomore in the School of
Science at Purdue -univerait:,_rr and!

iz now enrolled at Northwestern

University. :
He is the grandson of Mr. and
Mrs. George W Dillun Stﬂu NW.

|
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GI ‘Holocaust’

- SPRINGFIELD—A few
weeks ago, Joan Beck wrote a
very mought-fmvoldng column
about the Holocaust and the
fragility of memory and the
need for witnesses to come
forward with their experiences.
Let me now share my memory,

Most people think the
Holocaust happened only to
Europeans. in fact, it also.
reached n:ianmy Ameneans—as 1‘ ;
can y attest. During -

I I was taken prisoner
during the Battle of the B
"Vuen we arrived in S
the Germans demanded that all
‘American Gls who were Jewish
identify themselves. Over our
g;utmts they were separated

m the rest of us and shortly
-thereafter were sent to a work
camp at Berga (not a POW
camp), where few survived.

It is a little-known part of the
Holocaust history, but it
happened and must not be

forgotten.
Richard Lockhart -
thc. Tribune 6/7/90
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