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YANK The Army Weekly o JUNE 22, 1945

bling the lurid descriptions of what was supposed
to have been the core of the inner Festung, the
national redoubt, the fortress within a fortress
where Hitler and his fellow martyrs were to make
a last-ditch stand.

“It looks to me,” said an infantry colonel, “like
they were expecting to defend the place with
wine bottles.”

“...the Fuehrer was a good master,” said Elly
Danat, who has been a housemaid in the Berghof
for eight years. Her husband, an SS sergeant
killed at Moscow, left her four small children. “My
children shall know the Fuehrer was a good man,”
she said. “He lived a good life, a clean life.”

N the old days during the Kampfzeit—the pe-
riod of struggle before the Fuehrer became
Reichschancellor —life had been simple here.
There were only two maids, the house was small,
there were few visitors. Then things changed. Im-
portant people came, there were receptions, new
wings were added to the Berghof, new buildings
were erected on the grounds.

“But the Fuehrer never changed. He still was
good, still asked me about my children. He sent
condolences when my husband was killed.”

She earned 70 marks, or about $18 a month, the
usual rate for a housemaid. On Christmas she re-
ceived an extra 150 marks and some clothes for
the children. Sometimes there were tips from the

Dr. Goebbels was a g tipper. He
alwayslenmoneytotmemﬂnnzrhuvmtsm
the Berghof.

“Why did the Americans datroy the Fuehrer’s
home?” she asked. “Some people in Germany did
not always do right, but the Fuehrer always knew
what was right for the people.”

She held her braided head proudly. “Yes, my
children shall know about him.” Thén she asked:
“Are the Jews coming back? Tell me, will they
kill my children?”

In the basement of the Berghof a large switch-
board is still in perfect condition, and even the
last-minute jottings of the telephone operator are
untouched. Under the long glass on the switch-
board desk are the printed lists of important
numbers, and the estate telephone directory rests
on its side. In the basement the laundry and sew-
ing room equipment is unharmed, although all
the linen has been removed.

GIs poked about the ruins of the great reception
hall on the first floor of the Berghof, where Hitler
entertaxmd Chamberhm. Daladier, laval, Josef
Beck of P d A of Yugoslavia, Doll-
fuss of Austria and many others, after he com-
pleted the business of sealing a country’s doom.
It is an empty, charred room smelling of spilled
wine and burned wood, and great timbers hang
from the ceiling at sharp angles.

Thmghthegmtrectangle.whxchhadance
been the £ g the entire width
of the hall, GI tourists stared “in admiration at
the magnificent pine forests of Bavaria and beyond
them the white-tipped Alps of the Tyrol, Hitler’s
Austrian homeland and the heart of the Greater
Reich. At the opposite end of the room was a
bronze fireplace, decorated with designs of Ger-
man soldiers of '18, '36 and '42. On the grate was
an empty pack of Chesterfields.

“When the guests would leave,” one of the ser-
vants said, “the Fuehrer would sit and stare into
the fireplace. Then he would walk to the window
and stare outside into the darkness in the direc-
tion of the Alps. Then he would return once more
to the fire.”

In what had been Hitler's Arbeitszimmer, or
work room, on the second floor of the
PvLClareneeOvennan,anﬂemnnofthem
Parachute Infantry, 101st Airborne Division, sat
on a closed safe, the only piece of “furniture” in
the room. He was keeping guard.

“Don’t know what's in the safe,” said Over-
man, “but I guess it's important. Say, was this
where the old boy worked?” Told that it was,
Overman whistled.

“That's something I'll have to write home
about.”

Later the safe was opened; there were only a few
autographed copies of Mein Kampf inside.

From the balcony adjoining the work room there
was another view of Bavaria and the Austrian
Alps.

“The Fuehrer liked to stand on that balcony
and look at the mountains,” Elly Danat said. “For
a long time he wpuld stand there and look. It gave
him great pleasure.”

Hitler’s bedroom and bath, adjoining the work
room, have been sacked, but there was enough left
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to indicate they had been simply furnished, al-
though his combination bed and day-couch was
burned and the rest of the furniture was gone.
The bathroom was a simple affair, like those in
less-expensive apartments in New York City. The
sit-down toilet, washstand and tub were plain
white porcelain. There was no shower; sometimes
the Fuehrer used a rubber shower attachment
fastened to the tub faucet, similar to those which
used to sell for $1.98 at any cut-rate drug store
in the States. Inside the medicine chest were a
bottle of castor oil, a bottle of liniment for rheu-
matism and a sample bottle of mouthwash marked
in German: “Not to be sold in the trade.”

Next to Hitler's rooms was the apartment of
Eva Braun, his mistress. Her bedroom measured
about 18 by 27 feet. It had a fireplace and simple
maple furniture, most of which had been wrecked
and looted. Scattered on the floor was some of
Eva Braun’s stationery, light blue, unscented, with
EB in the corners; there were some of her calling
cards, a couple of booklets on amateur movie pho-
tography, and a tailor’s bill dated June 8, 1940, for
a dress. The dress cost Hitler 500 marks, or about
$125. In one corner lay an envelope with a last-
minute shopping list scribbled on the back.

Eva Braun's bathroom was simple and noth-
ing like the Hollywood conception of the bath-
room of a dictator’s mistress. The: wash basin,
douche bowl and bathtub were plain white porce-
lain. Inside her medicine cabinet, above the wash
basin, were a jar of Ardena skin cream, made by
Elizabeth Arden of Berlin and New York, and a
bottle of a disinfectant used for athlete’s foot.
Inside a closet were hundreds of clothes hangers
and shoe trees, and a November 1942 copy of
La Femme Chic, a Paris fashion magazine.

“Eva Braun?” said one of the housemaids. “Yes,
she lived here often. We did not talk about her.
It was understood we were not to mention her
name outside. She was young, yes, and beautiful.
She was blonde. She loved the cinema. Often we
would see the pictures at night in the reception
hall. American cinemas also. ‘Gone With The
Wind' and ‘Four Feathers’ and others. Fraulein
Braun especially likes your Robert Taylor. The
Fuehrer had no favorite movie actress. But after
the war began there were no longer movies. Thene
was no time for pleasure It was all serious.”

Under the main floor two modern movie

hil stood und. d; index vol show
that American war films were also seen by Hitler,
including “The Fighting 69th

A French captain went do\vn a long staircase—
hundreds of steps—that led from the back of the
main house to the great tunnels of the Fuehrer’s
Bunker, or air-raid shelter. At the foot of the
staircase were long, white-walled tunnels leading
to a maze of elaborate rooms and sections.

“Oh la la,” cried the French captain. “It is
magnifique, no?”

HERE were sections for living quarters, includ-

ing the adjoining apartments of Hitler and Eva
Braun; other sections contained elaborate wine
cellars honey bed to hold th ds of bottles,
now all gone. There were storerooms for count-
less books, many of them gifts to Hitler from party
members and foreign friends, including a large
enamel-covered picture book from Benito Musso-
lini entitled “Italia Imperia,” a history of the New
Roman Empire. In this book were many pictures
of Hitler’s visits to Italy, Hitler and Il Duce walk-
ing side by side on streets in Florence and Rome
between crowded lanes of applauding Italians—
and guards.

There were many technical books on i -
mg, war strategy and politics and an old German

lation of Shak e. The more important
v )| and ipts had the Fuehrer’s book-
mark “Ex libris—Adolf Hitler,” with fancy swas-
tika designs on the fly leaves. There was a store-
room for pictures and old manuscripts, but it had
been looted and only a few worthless pictures
remained.

One of the air-raid sections contained a fully
equipped operating room, now pretty much ruined.
French troops put bullet holes through the X-ray
machine; drugs, medical instruments, injecting
needles, scales and sterilizers lay on the floor. A
bottle of blood plasma stood in a corner and in
all the wreckage it almost looked as though it
were waiting to be kicked over.

Eva Braun’s bedroom in the air-raid shelter was
tastefully decorated with pastel-tinted walls,
dainty flowered vases and tinsel-clothed dolls
scattered about. In her swanky study were built-
in book shelves with books whose titles indicate

that Fraulein Braun did considerable boning up
on the program and principles of the National
Socialists. There were also a set of Shakespeare,
a translation of the “Adventures of Tom Sawyer
and Huckleberry Finn,” and an autographed book
from Bruno Mussolini concerning his flying ad-
ventures over Spain and Ethiopia. On her bureau
dresser were two books which were obviously
favorites; one was called “The Kaiser of Rome
against the King of the Jews,” and the other was
an autographed copy of the book “On the Road
to Victory, or With the Fuehrer in Poland,” by
Otto Dietrich, chief of the Reich press division.
“When the war came on us,” said Ellen Blueth-

gen, Hitler's personal cook, “the Fuehrer would
eat no butter and no milk, except sometimes
skimmed milk. For breakfast he had mashed
apples and a biscuit; lunch was perhaps a vege-
table plate and a cup of cocoa or herb tea—the
Fuehrer ate no meat, drank no coffee, no wines.
His best meal was tea, at 6 o'clock, when he had
a cup of tea and a piece of apple Strudel. It was
hig favorite dish. At tea he could relax a little,
perhaps even whistle. He especially liked to
whistle light-opera tunes from Franz Lehar. He
whistled well too. Otherwise,” she added with a
glimmer of a smile that briefly lit up her sallow
tight-lipped features, “he would not have whls-
tled so often.”

The servants still considered Hitler a tin god.

Tm: Fuehrer had not visited the Berghof since
June 1944, they said with regret. He was too
‘busy with the war. But before that he spent his
happiest days here. In the winter he sometimes
went sledding down the Fuehrerstrasse and spent
hours listening to Wagner records, with the fire-
place burning brightly. But then the war came
and it was all changed. The Fuehrer became
more serious, rarely joked, rarely whistled.

“He suffered much for the sake of his people,”
said his personal cook.

The Fuehrer’s health was always good, she said,
even in the hard times. He lived a good life, a
healthy life. And his mind, too, was always sharp
and clear, to the last days. He had a throat opera-
honhstyear but it wasn’t sérious; it affected his
voice for only a short time.

“Is it true,” we asked her, “that the Fuehrer
chewed on rugs when be became excited?”

Ellen Blueth the cook, flushed angrily.

“Only you Americans believe such nonsense,”
she replied.

She always travelled with Hitler, except when
he visited the front. Even during State dinners,
when the Fuehrer entertained King Leopold of
Belgium, the b dor from Japan and others,
she cooked specially for Hitler, while the chefs
prepared the full-course dinners for the guests.
When Molotov came in there were seven extra
chefs for the evening reception.

“It was a very elaborate affair,” she added with
a wry smile.

Goering used to go into the kitchen and ask for
rich, greasy dishes. He was proud of being fat,
and would only laugh when the Fuehrer rebuked
him for his gross tastes.

“The Fuehrer had no doubles,” she said em-
phatically: ‘“That is some more American non-
sense. Why should he have doubles? He had noth-
ing to fear. He was a good man. He loved his
people, and during the war spent much time visit-
ing the wounded in hospitals and the people in
bombed cities.”

“Did he visit Dachau, too?” we asked.

“Why should he visit Dachau?” she replied.
“The Fuehrer was too busy to waste time with
criminals.” She wrung her hands nervously: “Yes,
the Fuehrer is dead now. What else could he do
but die for his people? But for many of us he will
never die. He was good to us,” she kept repeating.
Then she hesitated and asked, “What will happen
to me now? I am a good cook. Will it be possible
for me to obtain a position somewhere?”

We said we didn’t know.

It was late in the day now. The stream of traf-
fic going down the Fuehrerstrasse had thinned.
At the foot of the hill Pfc. William Crawford and
T-5 George Liekhues, 3d Division medics, were
looking dreamily up the road, staring at the smoke
clouds still floating over the charred ruins of the
house that Hitler built.

“When I was at Salerno,” said Crawford, “I
never figured I'd wind up the war in Hitler's
home.”

“Can’t think of a better place to wind up the
war at,” said Liekhues.
“Unless it's my home,” Crawford smiled.
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Here is the official list of battles and cam-
paigns of the U. S. Army that rate a bronze
‘star, as of 12 May 1945, the current dead-
line for Adjusted Service Rating Card point
credits. It is taken from War Department
General Orders Number 33 and 40, 1945:

4 Asiatic-Pacific Theatre

1. PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

a. Combat zone—Philippine Islands and adja-
cent waters.

b. Time limitation—7 Dec. 1941 to 10 May 1942.

2. BURMA, 1942—This pertains to operations on
the Burmese mainland during the period indi-
cated, and to such local air operations as were
directly concerned therewith.
a. Combat zone—Geographical limits of Burma.
b. Time limitation—7 Dec. 1941 to 26 May 1942.

3. CENTRAL PACIFIC

a. Combat zone—That portion of the Central
. Pacific Area lying west of the 180th meridian less
4 the main islands of Japan, the Bonin-Vulcan and
" the Ryukyu Island chains, and the i diately

.-
.

8 1 Teland.

Archipelago, and adjacent waters. ’
b. Time limitation—7 Aug. 1942 to 21 Feb. 1943.

11. NEW GUINEA

a. Combat zone—Southwest Pacific Area, less
the Philippine Islands after 16 Oct. 1944, and
less that portion of Australia south of latitude
21 degrees south and east of longitude 140 degrees
east, except that the Bismarck Archipelago and
adjacent waters will be included from 24 Jan. to
14 Dec. 1943 only. Effective 1 Oct. 1944 Australia
and those portions of New Guinea both south and
east of Madang are excluded from the combat zone.

b. Time limitation—24 Jan. 1943 to 31 Dec. 1944.°

12. NORTHERN SOLOMONS

a. Combat zone—Solomon Islands north and
west of Russell Island, Bismarck Archipelago, and
adjacent waters, except that the Bismarck Archi-
pelago and adjacent waters will be included from
22 Feb. to 14 Dec. 1943 only. Effective 1 Oct. 1944
the combat zone is limited to Bougainville Island
and adjacent waters.

b. Time limitation—22 Feb. lw,to 21 Nov. 1944.*

13. EASTERN MANDATES

a. Combat zone—That portion of the Central
Pacific Area lying between longitude 180 degrees
and longitude 150 degrees east excluding the
Gilbert Islands.

b. Time limitation—7 Dec. 1943 (air). Final date
for air to be announced later. 31 Jan. 1944
(ground) to 14 June 1944,

14. BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO

a. Combat zone—Bismarck Archipelago . and
adjacent wraters.

b. Time limitation—15 Dec. 1943 to 27 Nov. 1944.°

15. WESTERN PACIFIC

a. Combat xone—That portion of the Central
Pacific Area lying west of longitude 150 degrees
east, less the main islands of Japan, the Bonin-
Vulcan and the Ryukyu Island chains, and the

Bismarck

adjacent waters; the Gilbert Islands and Nauru;
the Hawaiian-Islands on 7 Dec. 1941 only: Mid-
day Island from 3 to 6 June 1942 only.

b. Time limitation—7 Dec. 1941 to 6 Dec. 1943
(except as indicated in a above).

4. EAST INDIES

a. Combat zone—Southwest Pacific Area less
the Philippine Islands and less that portion of
Australia south of latitude 21 degrees south.

b. Time limitation—1 Jan. 1942 to 22 July 1942.

5. INDIA-BURMA .

a. Combat zone—Those parts of India, Burma,
and enemy-held territory lying beyond the fol-
«< lowing line: The Assam-Thibet border at east
- longitude 95 degrees 45 minutes, thence due south
to latitude 27 degrees 32 minutes north; thence
due west to Sadiya branch of Sadiya-Dibrugarh
railway (exclusive); thence southwest along rail-
way to Tinsukia (exclusive); thence south along
Bengal and Assam railway to Namrup (ex-
clusive); thence southwestward through Mokeu-
chung, Kohima, Imphal, and Aijal to Chittagong

(all inclusive); also adjacent waters.
b. Time limitation—2 April 1942 to 28 Jan. 1945.

6. AIR OFFENSIVE, JAPAN

a. Combat zone—The Islands of Hokkaido, Hon-
shu, Shikoku and Kyushu, the enemy owned por-
tion of Karufuto, the Kurile, Bonin, and Ryukyu
Islands, including immediately adjacent waters.

Effective 26 March 1945, the Ryukyu Islands
and adjacent waters are excluded from combat
zone.

b. Time limitation—17 April 1942. Final date to
be announced later.

7. ALEUTIAN ISLANDS

a. Combat zone—The area bounded by longi-
tude 165 degrees west and 170 degrees east, and
by latitudes 50 degrees and 55 degrees north.

b. Time limitation—3 June 1942 to 24 Aug. 1943.

8. CHINA

a. Combat zone—Enemy-held portions of China
and contiguous countries, plus a zone 50 miles
in width extending into Allied-held territory.

b. Time limitation—4 July 1942. Final date to
be announced later.

9. PAPUA

a. Combat xone—Southwest Pacific Area less
that portion of Australia south of latitude 21
degrees south and east of longitude 140 east.

b. Time limitation—23 July 1942 to 23 Jan. 1943.

wt
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diately adjacent waters.

b. Time limitation—17 April 1944 (air); 15 June
1944 (ground). Final date to be announced later;
may be different for various islands within the
combat zone.

16. SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES

a. Combat zone—The Philippine Islands, exclu-
sive of Luzon, lying south of latitude 13 degrees
35 minutes north, and the adjacent waters.

b. Time limitation—17 Oct. 1944. Final date to
be announced later; may be different for various
islands within the combat zone.

17. WWZON

a. Combat zone—The Island of Luzon, other
Philippine Islands lying north of latitude 13
degrees 35 minutes north, and the adjacent
waters.

b. Time limitation—9 Jan. 19+5. Final date to be
announced later; may be different for various
islands within the combat zone.

18. CENTRAL BURMA

a. Combat zone—That portion of the India-
Burma Theater and enemy-held territory lying
south and east of the following line: Latitude 25
degrees 24 minutes from the Burma-China bound-
ary to Chindwin River, excluding Myitkyina
thence along east bank of Chindwin River to
Kalewa (exclusive), thence straight to Chittagong
(exclusive), thence southward along the coast to
the 92d meridian, thence due south.

b. Time limitation—29 Jan. 1945. Final date to
be announced later.

19. RYUKYUS

a. Combat zone—Islands between Formosa (ex-
clusive) and Kyushu (exclusive); adjacent
waters.

b. Time limitation—26 March 1945. Final date to
be announced later; may be different for various
islands within combat zone.

Europe-Africa-Middle East

1. EGYPT-LIBYA

a. Combat zone—Those parts of Egypt and
Libya lying west of 30 degrees east longitude to
6 Nov. 1942, and west of 25 degrees east longi-
tude thereafter, and adjacent waters.

b. Time limitation—11 June 1942 to 12 Feb. 1943.

2. AIR OFFENSIVE, EUROPE
a. Combat zone—European Theater of Opera-
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tions exclusive of the land areas of the United
Kingdom and Iceland.
b. Time limitation—4 July 1942 to 5 June 1944

3. ALGERIA-FRENCH MOROCCO

a. Combat zone—Algeria, French Morocco and
adjacent waters.

b. Time limitation—8 to 11 Nov. 1942.

4. TUNISIA

a. Combat zone—Tunisia and Algeria east of a
north-south line through Constantine, and adja-
cent waters.

b. Time limitation—8 Nov. 1942 (air), 17 Nov.
2 (ground), to 13 May 1943.

S. SICILY

a. Combat rone—Sicily and adjacent waters.

b. Time limitation—14 May 1943 (air), 9 July
1943 (ground), to 17 Aug. 1942.

6. NAPLES-FOGGIA

a. Combat zone—Italy (exclusive of Sicily and
Sardinia), Corsica, and adjacent waters.

b. Time limitation—18 Aug. 1943 (air), 9 Sept.
1943 (ground), to 21 Jan. 1944.

7. ROME-ARNO

a. Combat zone—Italy (exclusive of Sicily and
Sardinia), Corsica, and adjacent waters to include
15 Aug. 1944; thereafter that portion og the
Italian mainland and its adjacent waters north
of 42 degrees north latitude.

b. Time limitation—22 Jan. 1944 to 9 Sept. 1944.

_ 8. NORMANDY

a. Combat zone—European Theater of Opera-
tions exclusive of the land areas of the United
Kingdom and Iceland.

b. Time limitation—6 June 1944 to 24 July 1944.

9. NORTHERN FRANCE

a. Combat zone—European Theater of Opera-
tions exclusive of the land areas of the United
Kingdom and Iceland.

b. Time limitation—25 July to 14 Sept. 1944.*

10. SOUTHERN FRANCE

a. Combat zone—Those portions of France (ex-
clusive of Corsica) occupied by forces assigned
to the North African Theater of Operations, and
adjacent waters. .

b. Time limitation—15 Aug. to 14 Sept. 1944.

11. RHINELAND
+ a. Combat zone—Those portions of France, Bel-
gium, Holland, Luxembourg, and Germany east
of the line: Franco-Belgian frontier to 4 degrees
east longitude, thence south along that meridian
to 47 degrees latitude, thence east along that
parallel to § degrees east longitude, thence south
along that meridian to the Mediterranean coast.
b. Time limitation—15 Sept. 1944 to 21 March
1945.

12. ARDENNES

a. Combat zone—The area forward of the line:
Euskirchen-Eupen (inclusive) —Liege (exglu-
sive), east bank of Meuse River to its intersection
with the Franco-Belgian border, thence south and
east along this border and the southern border of
Luxembourg.

b. Time limitation—16 Dec. 1944 to 25 Jan. 1945.

NOTE.—Battle participation credit for cam-
paign “Rhineland” will not be accorded during
this period for operations in area defined above.
13. NORTH APENNINES.

a. Combat zone—Italy and adjacent waters
north of the line: Cecina-Sienna-Monte S. Savino-
Fabriano-Ancona (all inclusive) to 27 Oct. 1944
(inclusive) and north of the line: Arno River-
Pontassi S. polcro-Urbania-Urbino - Pesaro
(all inclusive) thereafter.

b. Time limitation—10 Sept. 1944 to 4 April 1945.

14. CENTRAL EUROPE

a. Combat zone—Part of European Theater be-
yond a line 10 miles west of Rhine River between
Switzerland and Waal River until 28 March 1945
(inclusive) and thereafter beyond the east bank
of the Rhine.

b. Time limitation—22 March 1945. Final date to
be announced later.

15. PO VALLEY
a. Combat zone—Italy and adjacent waters
north of the line: Pietrasanta-San Marcello-Riola-
Castiglione-Brisighella-Ravenna (all inclusive).
b. Time limitation—5 April 1945 to 8 May 1945.
*Battle participation credit for this campaign
be awarded by theater commander to units or"‘i‘::-l
dividuals who 1 d the enemy after the
final date.
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won't stop here to talk about the things
done around this man’s that
aren’t necessary, but we do say that to
give the “under-sixes” the privileges
of wearing a small bar (gold) on the
sleeve would not constitute a great
sacrifice on the part of the Army but
would help out a great deal from the
standpoint of morale. . . .

—Cpl. R. HOLLINGSWORTH*
Mayo Gen. Hosp., Il

*Alse signed by 10 others.

Technicolor Atabrine

Dear YANK:

Might I make a suggestion. The little
pill they call atabrine—why couldn’t the
Medical Department, or whoever is
making this stuff, color the pill red in-
stead of yellow? Being it's an added
coloring they put in it, why not red?
It would help out on the appearance
ot us lads that are taking atabrine.

I don't mind looking yellow, but
when the guys start ribbing you that
vou look like a Jap, I resent that. Be-
sides how in the hell would it look
when I get home; the folks might think
I'm on my last hitch of this dear old
world. Especially the way my folks are.
they'd call a doctor on the minute upon
seeing me. Thanks pal.

P.S. Even purple, any damn color as
jong as it's not yellow. Red I still prefer,
it would give you that added complexion
that Mom would always like to see on
her boy.

Burma

Navy on the Rhine
Dear YANK: .

Anvone familiar with the history of
the American Civil War will challenge
a couple of statements which Sgt. Ed
Cunningham included in his article
“Navy on the Rhine.”

Says the sergeant: “Never before have
U.’S. naval units gone into action wnu‘l‘
the Army 200 miles from an ocean.
Very wrong, sir! During the Civil w_ar.
units of the U. S. Navy were aperating
on rivers over 1000 miles from the ocean
—not only on the Mississippi River. but
on the many tributaries thereof. such as
the Ohio, the Missouri. the Red, the Ten-
nessee and the Cumberland. Two very
definite instances of *“joint operations
of Army and Navy on inland waterways
occurred during the campaign of Grant
against Forts Henry and Donelson in
February 1862 and she Red River cam-
paign of Banks in 1864.

Says the sergeant further: “This was
the first time in history that the Army
had called on the Navy to support an
inland-river crossing.” Very wrong, in-
deed! Let him read in his history books
the storv of Grant's long campaign
against Vicksburg. It would actually be
no surprise to me if. when the full story
of the recent Rhine crossings becomes
available, it will prove to have been of
considerably less magnitude, as a joint
Army-Navy operation, than was the Mis-
sissippi River crossing effected by the
USN and the AUS in the early summer
of 1863.

Astorio, Oreg.

Slap the Krupps
Dear YANK: . X

One way to assure future peace in this
world is to destroy the plans of Germany
to wage war again. How can you do this?
Simply by taking the war-waging indus-
tries away from the men who control
them. They are the industrialists of Ger-
many: the Krupps, Stinnes, Thyssen and
a host of others.

Take these basic industries out of the
areedy. war-waging hands of these mon-
sters and give it to the people. They will
get more benefits from them.

—Pvt. EMANUEL HERSHATSKY

—Pfc. JOHN De FRONZO

—41. Comds. A. W. SQUIRES

Geemany

Realistic Training
Dear YAnK:

. . . Dealing with an emergency such
as this World War II, the Army officials
who plan the training schedules should
realize that this is not a peacetime army.
Such things as precise close-order drill
and other devices of “show” are splendid
achievements for a peacetime army and
probably should always be a tradition
for such. But now, with the short basic-
training period in the States which these
replacgmenls are undergoing, these
‘show™ devices should be classified as
minor items and much more time
;hnu\d' be spent on realistic programs
) training for combat.

A thorough program of this type would
elp to overcome the weakening by fear

;hu_:‘\'_l is so :‘f::n tragic and would better

miliarize soldier with the w.
vhich he will use. . . . capons

Surma - - Pt STAMIEY R. HALVERSON

YANK Gets a Hash Mark

'*’ you are the one reader out of 900 who looks at the little box
on the upper right hand corner of the cover of YANK, you will

have noticed already that this is Vol. 4, No. 1.

K That means YANK is three years old—a full hitch in the peace-
time Army. When our business department heard this, we had to
hold them down with both hands to keep them from figuring out
a way for YANK to collect its personal fogey by a $.0025 price boost.

When we celebrated our first birthday, two years ago, we were
just as proud as the parents of an infant who had survived pneu-
monia, rickets, new teeth and a bite from the neighbor’s dog, all
in its first 12 months. Because we were a new thing in the Army,
an idea as new as the global war we were fighting across two
oceans and on them. We were an enlisted man’s publication—
written by and for GIs and edited by them—and we could talk
about our readers in terms of the whole world.

We were pretty proud, you'll remember. We ran the Sad Sack
with a birthday cake on the front cover and threw in eight extra
pages of pin-ups and cartoons.and text. We weren't exactly pat-
ting ourselves on the back, but by some strange coincidence our
arm was a little stiff for a week or two after.

The baby wasn't bothered by teething any more and it could
walk around the room by holding onto the furniture for support.
Sometimes it could even walk by itself and we didn't have to
change its diapers quite so often.

On our second birthday, things were moving a little too fast to
take time out to organize a cheering section for ourselves. Ameri-
can soldiers were driving on to Rome in Italy and Merrill's Marau-
ders, after a stiff Pacific tour, were showing they could kill Japs
with equal skill in Burma jungles. We were publishing 14 dif-
ferent editions of YANK.

The baby had put on a little weight.

This is our third birthday, as we said, and, like-all proud par-
ents we will still talk the ears off anyone about our baby. Only
this is another of those birthdays like the last one, when too much
else is happening. Ours is a war baby, and its particular war seems
to be a little more than half over. That’s enough to make any
parents happy. . i

The funny thing is that with most war babies the end of a war
doesn't really mean much, but with our baby it does. We are the
only parents you ever heard of who looked forward to the day
when they could not only cut their baby's long, golden curls. but
see the baby dirappear altogether.

This is YANK’s first hash mark and the end of YANK's third
year. We hope we and all of our readers will be able to remember
YANK as just a baby, a promising kid who dropped out of the
picture, not sadly but very happily. when he was not much over

three.

nounced. The men are being recalled,
the WD said, because there’s a need
for troops in the Pacific and because
demobilization of 1,300,000 men in
the next 12 months will give industry
a manpower reservoir.

Medal of Homer Discharges. Any of -
ficer (except a Regular Army officer)
or enlisted man who has been award-
ed the Congressional Medal of Honor

* will be discharged from the service
upon his own application, the WD
announces. The privilege will be ex-
tended to those receiving the decora-
tion in the future. As of VE-Day,
there were 82 such men serving in
the Army, with four others listed as
MIA.

An officer or GI who has been rec-
ommended for the Congressional
Medal will be immediately relieved
from further participation in hazard-
ous duty under the War Department’s
new policy.

More Elections. The War Depart-
ment has released the following in-
formation on state, county and mu-
nicipal elections for servicemen who
wish to vote:

Georgia will hold an election on

ew Age Limit. Enlisted men aged
40 and over are now eligible for
discharge from the Army on their
own application. Previously, the dis-
charge age was 42. The WD promises
further reductions in the age limit
“when the military situation per-
mits.” Under the new ruling, men
40 and 41, of whom there are an
estimated 30,000 in the Army, may
be retained by their commanders for
a period not to exceed 8J days if
replacements are not immediately
available. There are no other strings.
Wacs 40 and over are also eligible
for discharge on their own applica-
tion provided they have been on ac-
tive duty one year or more.

WAC Age limit lowered. The WD
has lowered the WAC enlistment age
limit from 50 to 38 years. It was also
announced that women enlisting in
the WAC after May 12, 1945, will not
be eligible for discharge because of
separation of their husbands from

nominate a governor, lieutenant
governor, attorney general, member
of the House of Delegates and cer-
tain local officers. Virginia service-
men may send in the Army postcard
application form at any time. The
state is now mailing absentee bal-
lots to servicemen and has set Au-
gust 4 as the date on or before which
ballots must be marked and re-
turned.

Other coming elections include a
municipal primary in Detroit on
August 7; a municipal election in
Raritan, N. J., on August 25, and
primary elections for city, village
and township officials in the state
of Ohio on July 31.

General instructions and informa-
tion on soldier voting in 1945 elec-
tions are contained in Circular No.
487, War Department, 1944.

Aircraft Cutbacks. Approximately
17,000 fewer planes than pre-VE
production scitedules called for will
be manufactured between now and
the end of 1946, the Army Air Forces
announced. Gen. H. H. Arnold ex-
plained the cutbacks by saying:
“Tactical and strategic requirements
are changed. Our attrition rate in
Europe decreased as the Luftwaffe
was destroyed, so many of the planes
that fought in Europe will fight
again against the Japanese. We do
not propose to ask for more aircraft
than are necessary for successful
prosecution of the war.”

From here on in, emphasis will
be on one long-range bomber, the
B-29, and on long-range fighters and
cargo aircraft.

Following are the principal pro-
duction revisions listed by types:

BoemNG B-29 (SUPERFORTRESS) —
Production will increase for several
months and will be sustained sub-
stantially above the present rate of
output. Increases in production
scheduled in late 1945 are elimi-
nated.

CONSOLIDATED B-32  (SUPERSIZE
LmeraTOR) —Production at the Fort
Worth Consolidated plant will be
leveled off at the current rate for the
remainder of 1945 and will cease at
the end of the year. At the San
Diego Consolidated plant production
ended in May.

DoucrLas A-26 (INVADER) —Pro-
duction at the Long Beach factory
will continue at approximately the
present level. Tulsa, Okla., produc-
tion will taper off and end by Janu-
ary 1, 1946.

BerL P-63 (Kine CoBrA) —Pro-
duction of the regular fighter will
be cut substantially by July and 4
ended September 1. Production of °
the training model, made to be shot .
at with frangible bullets by student
gunners, to be unchanged for the |
rest of the year and reduced during
the first half of 1946.

BRSSP

X
DoucLas C-47 (SKYTRAIN) —Pro- f
duction of this cargo plane at Okla- ;|
homa City will taper gradually until ¢!
Decelt;\&er and be cut one-half dur- |
Beecn  C-45—Made at Wichita, |
Kans., this plane will continue in |
production with little change until
fall, when output will begin tapering |
and continue into 1946 at approxi-
mately half the scheduled rate.
CurTiss C-45 (CoMMANDO) —Pro-
duction at Louisville, Ky., ended !
with June’s output: St. Louis pro-
duction now confined to parts.
Henceforth this plane will be pro-
duced only at the Buffalo plant,
which will level off at approximately
two-thirds of current output.
BoOEING B-17 (FLvING FORTRESS) —
This plane is now produced at two
plants only. At the ‘Douglas Long
Beach plant output will be stabilized

the armed forces until completion of
one year of active service. Women
who enlisted before that time will
still be granted discharges on request
when their husbands are separated
from any of the services.

Work Fudoughs End. Soldiers who
were transferred to the Enlisted
Reserve Corps to work in war plants
when the manpower shortage was
acute are being recalled to active
duty, the War Department an-

August 7 for ratification or rejection
of a proposed new state constitu-
tion. Georgia servicemen may mail
the Army postcard application
(USWBC Form No. 1) at any time,
and the secretary of state will send
absentee ballots as soon as they are
available. To be counted, the absen-
tee ballots must be marked and re-
turned to the proper state official on  been cancelled.
or before August 7. . LockHEES P-38 (LIGHTNING) —Prc
A Democratic primary will be duction will taper off to zero b
held in Virginia on August 7 to November.

at one-quarter the current rate by
August. The Lockheed Burbank
plant will end production in August

LockHEED P-80 (SHOOTING STAR) —
Production will continue unchangec
at the Lockheed Burbank plant
Planned production of the P-80 b
North American at Kansas City ha
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